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PREFACE 

Jtatwo  previon.  volumes  of  this  work  a  Mrrative  hu 
been  given  of  thode  event,  wlich  occurred  upon  the 
Bntuh  Wertem  Front  during  H>U,  the  year  of  recoil, 
•nd  1015.  the  year  of  equilibrium.  In  thi«  volume 
win  be  fount  the  detailed  rtory  of  1016.  the  first  of 
the  years  of  attack  and  advance. 

Time  is  a  great  toner  down  of  superlati        and 
the  episodes  which  seem  world-shaking  in  our  day 
may.  when  looked  upon  by  the  placid  eyes  of  historical 
philosophers  in  days  to  come,  fit  more  easily  into  the 
genetal  scheme  of  human  experience.    None  the  less 
It  can  be  said  without  fear  of  ultin.,  e  contradiction 
that  nothing  approaching  to  the  Battle  of  the  Somme 
Witt  which  this  volume  is  mainly  concerned,  has  ever 
been  known  in  military  history,  and  that  it  is  exoeed- 
mgly  improbable  that  it  wiU  ever  be  equalled  in  its 
length  and  in  its  severity.    P  may  be  said  to  have 
raged  with  short  intermissions,  caused  by  the  breakina 
of  the  weather,  from  July  l  to  November  irimd 
durmg  this  prolonged  period  the  picked  forces  of 
tbwe  great  nations  were  locked  in  dose  battle.    The 
number  of  oombatanta  from  fiist  to  hst  was  between 
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two  and  thiM  millioiis,  and  their  unhad  cuiultiM 
oune  to  the  appitlliiig  total  of  at  leaet  thne-qnuten 
of  •  million.  Theee  are  minimum  figurM,  bnt  thej 
wiU  give  lome  idea  of  the  unparalleled  Kale  of  the 
operation!. 

With  the  increaiing  number  and  um  of  the  unite 
employed  the  loale  of  the  narrative  become*  larger. 
It  ii  more  difScnlt  to  fooua  the  battalion,  while  the 
individual  haa  almoat  dropped  out  of  light.  Sine 
of  omiaeion  are  many,  and  the  chronicler  can  but 
plead  the  great  difBculty  of  hia  taak  and  regret  that 
his  limited  knowledge  may  occaaionally  cause  'Tis- 
appointmeit. 

The  author  should  explain  that  this  volume  has 
had  to  pass  through  three  lines  of  censors,  sufiering 
heavily  in  the  process.  It  has  come  out  with  the 
loss  of  all  personal  names  save  those  of  casualties 
or  of  high  Generals.  Some  passages  also  have  been 
excised.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  the  first  which  has 
been  permitted  to  reveal  the  exact  identity  of  the 
units  engaged.  The  missing  passages  and  names  will 
be  restored  when  the  days  of  peace  return. 

ARTHUR  CONAN  DOYLB. 


JUmory  S,  1tl8. 
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CHAPTER  I 

JANUARY  TO  JULY  1»1« 
„jliltoU<io-Xfc,«gh»tortli.BIn«_Tli.ll«indo«8t;  Hot- 

J  G»at  Wai  had  now  come  into  ita  second  winter  o.«« 
-  *«»*«  which  was  nuffked  by  an  absolnte  oeaaa-      «• 
►ion  of  aU  Mnoos  fighting  upon  the  Wertem  front    J^ 
bu^ioui  aimiea  wen  facing  each  other,  but  until  IS.V"' 
le  Uerman  attMsk  upon  the  French  lines  of  Verdun 
i  the  end  <rf  Februaiy,  the  infantry  of  neither  aide 
M  aenoudy  mg^gei.    There  were  many  raids  and 
nuahe^  with  sodden  midnight  invasions  of  hostile 
«  and  rapid  returns  with  booty  or  prisoners. 
"i  "^  "^"M  "» i«^  tactics  upon  the  British 
ont.    Om  attacks,  too,  were  occasionally  attempted: 
Nie  on  a  Lttge  scale  and  with  considerable  rwiSt 
rue  cation  of  the  troops,  though  it  could  not  fail 
•  be^mg,  was  not  so  utterly  miserable  as  durin« 
»  first  cold  season  in  the  trenches.    The  Bri<^ 

«t  «i!l         ^""^  ^'^  numerous  and  eager,  so 
«t  rehefa  wwe  fequent    Afl  sorts  (rf  deyiS  were 
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onuTia  adopted  for  inonuLog  the  comfort  and  oonMrring 

the  heelth  of  the  men.    Steadily  u  the  winter  ad- 

venced  and  the  ipring  ripened  into  rammer,  fieeh 
diviaiona  were  pawed  ove':  the  narrow  seat,  and  the 
shell-pilM  at  the  baaes  marked  the  increased  energy 
aad  output  of  the  workers  in  the  factories.  The 
ear^T  summer  found  everything  ready  for  a  renewed 
at^mpt  upon  the  German  line. 

The  winter  of  1916-16  saw  the  aflaiis  of  the  Allies 
in  a  conJition  which  could  not  be  called  satisfactory, 
and  which  would  have  been  intolerable  had  there  not 
been  evident  promise  of  an  amendment  in  the  near 
future.  The  weakness  of  the  Bussians  in  munitions 
had  caused  their  gallant  but  half -armed  armies  to  be 
driven  back  until  the  whole  of  Poland  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  Qermanic  Powers,  who  had  also 
reconquered  Oalida  and  Bukovina.  The  British 
attempt  upon  Gallipoli,  boldly  conceived  and  gallantly 
urged,  but  wanting  in  the  essential  quality  of  surprise, 
had  faile<1.  with  heavy  losses,  and  the  army  had  to  be 
withdrawn.  Serbia  and  Monten^^  had  both  been 
overrun  and  occupied,  while  the  efficient  Bulgarian 
army  had  ranged  itself  with  our  enemies.  The 
Mesopotamian  Expedition  had  been  held  up  by  the 
Turks,  and  the  brave  Townshend,  with  his  depleted 
division,  was  hemmed  in  at  Kut,  where,  after  a  siege 
of  five  months,  ho  was  eventually  compelled,  upon 
April  26,  to  lay  down  his  arms,  together  with  9000 
troops,  chiefly  Indian.  When  one  remembers  that 
on  the  top  of  this  Germany  already  held  Belgium  and 
a  considerable  slice  of  the  north  of  France,  which 
included  all  the  iron  and  coal  producing  centres,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  Berlin  Frees  had  some 
jeaspn  upon  its  side  when  it  insisted  that  it  had 
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ibmdj  wou  the  Wnr  npon  i»par.    To  realiM  tlut  c».w«. 
PV«,  WM,  however,  an  operation  which  waa  beyond      '• 
thiirpowen. 

What  ooul.    iie  AUiea  put  against  theae  fonnid- 
i^rooeeaiBa »    There  waa  the  Colonial  Bn^  of 
Omray.    Only  one  colony,  the  lugeat  and  moat 
powerful,   itill   remained.    Thia   waa   Eaat  Africa 
General  Smute,  a  worthy  ooUeague  of  the  noble 
Botta,  had  undertaken  ita  reduction,  and  by  the 
•nmrner  the  end  waa  in  nght.    The  capture  of  the 
oolamea  would  then  be  complete.    The  ooeana  of  the 
worid  were  another  aaset  of  the  Allies.    These  also 
were  completely  held,  to  the  absolute  destruction  of 
all  German  oversea   commerce.     These  two  con- 
quertis,  and  the  power  of  blockade  which  steadilv 
pew  more  stringent,  were  all  that  the  Allies  could 
throw  mto  the  other  scale,  save  for  the  smaU  comer 
of  Alsace  still  held  by  the  French,  the  southern  end 
of  Mesopotamia,  and  the  port  of  Salonica,  which  waa 
a  Btrategio  checkmate  to  the  southern  advance  of  the 
Germans.  The  balance  seemed  all  against  them.  There 
was  no  discouragement,  however,  for  all  these  diffi- 
cultiee  had  been  discounted  and  the  Allies  had  always 
recopiiaed  that  their  strength  lay  in  those  reserves 
whidi  had  not  yet  had  time  to  develop.    Theopenimr 
of  Oie  summer  campaign  of  1916,  with  the  capture 
of  Braei-oum,  the  invasion  of  Armenia,  and  the 
leconquwt  of  Bukovina,  showed  that  the  Russian 
army  had  at  last  found  its  second  wind.    The  French 
had  already  done  splendid  work  in  their  classical 
resistance  at  Verdun,  which  had  extended  from  the  last 
I  weeks  of  February  onwards,  and  had  cost  the  Germans 
I  ?^  f  i'^."*  »  "^0"  of  casualties.    The  open- 
Img  of  the  Bnbsh  campaign  in  July  found  the  whole 
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<^Y™  *">7  BMot  MV  to  amiikto  the  dawL  of  Ht  Alliw, 
and  wpMuUy  to  Uln  mom  of  (ha  wd(^t  from  tho 
qtUadiddafandnaofVaidiin.  Tbmi^tg^iaatmj 
hMTj  odcli  in  man,  numhioiM,  and  tnnipoit,  ma  ooa 
of  the  gnataat  daada  of  anna,  poaaiUj  tha  gnataat 
daad  of  anna  of  the  wai.  It  waa  known,  howarw^ 
befora  Jul j  that  a  diveiaion  waa  abaohitely  nnowaatr, 
and  althoniB^  the  Britiah  had  taken  orei  a  fieah  atntoh 
of  tienohea  io  aa  to  raleaae  French  reinfoRwmenta, 
aoi    ■  more  aotiTe  help  waa  imperatively  called  far. 

.LHifore  deicribing  the  aonimer  oampaion  it  ia 
neoeaaaiy  to  i^anoe  back  at  the  proceeding  of  the 
winter  ud  apring  npon  the  Britiah  line,  and  to  com- 
ment upon  one  or  two  mattmi  behind  that  line  which 
had  a  direct  influence  upon  the  mmp^ign  Of  the 
minor  operation!  to  wjiidi  alluaion  haa  already  been 
made,  there  are  none  between  the  Battle  of  Looa  end 
the  middle  of  Febmary  1916  which  call  for  pai- 
tkular  treatment.  Thoae  MlriTmMiifii  and  mntnal 
nudingi  which  took  place  doting  that  time  centred 
largely  roud  the  old  salient  at  Ypna  and  the  new 
one  at  Loos,  though  the  linea  at  Armentiiraa  were  alao 
the  acene  of  s.  good  deal  of  activity.  One  oonaidenible 
attack  aeema  to  have  been  planned  by  the  Qermana 
on  the  north-east  of  Yprea  in  the  Chnatmaa  week  of 
1916 — an  attack  which  waa  preceded  by  a  formidaUe 
gaa  attack.  The  British  artall^  was  ao  powerfnl, 
however,  that  it  crashed  the  advance  in  the  trenchea 
where  the  gathered  bayonets  of  the  storraers  could  be 
seen  going  down  before  the  scourging  shrapnel  ny^t 
rushes  before  a  gale.  The  infantry  never  einerged, 
and  the  losses  must  have  been  very  heavy.  Thia 
was  the  only  considerable  attempt  made  by  either 
nde  during  tiie  winter. 


JANUART  TO  JULY  I»l6  i 

At  th«  time  of  Lord  Vnaeh',  return  another  ttm» 
etai««WMiMd,  at  hdM  which  had  .VMrimiMdimta      '• 
»«nng  upon  the  diwotionol  the  War.    Britain  had  '^n 
rfSilSl!  ^K^J"  ««t  that  at  the  beginning  YiiH' 
ofhMtahtiei  the  dtttinguidMd  ofSoen  whToom- 
poMd  the  oential  etaf!  had  aU  been  eaUed  away  for 

r^?n  S?  ^■-    ^   ^***««'  ^   done 
wooden  m  filling  their  place,  but  it  waa  impoenble 

fcr  eny  man,  however  great  hia  abilitiea  or  enervy 
to  carry  nioh  a  burden  upon  hiaahouldere.  The  mwe 
contention,  the  man  the  mote  he  dedre.  to  «pervi.e 
WTrthmg  hunaelf  ^  the  more  danger  there  iTthat 
•n  the  field  cannot  be  covered.  Already  the  recruit 
mgeervioe,  which  had  abeorbed  a  great  deal  of  Lord 
^tchener-i  energies  with  morti  iplendid  remilti.  had 

produced  frMh  armiM  of  volunteers  Now  the 
munediate  d^ectoon  of  the  War  and  the  eupervimon 
«  ^  that  pertained  to  the  armies  in  the  fidd  was 
handed  over  to  Sir  William  Robertson,  a  man  of 
geat  organising  abiUtjr  and  of  proved  energv. 
ftom  this  tune  onwards  his  character  and  judgment 

Imfted  larpr  and  larger  as  one  of  the  faotomwhich 
made  for  the  success  of  the  Allies 

Li  Janmwy   -916  Britain  gave  her  hst  proof 

of  the  resolution  with  which  she  was  wagina  war 

Already  she  had  shown  that  no  queetionTioney 

couM  dm<uiiish  her  ardour,  for  Hhe  was  imposing 

Jnect  taxation  upon  her  dtisens  with  a  vigour  whi^ 

fonned  the  only  solid  basis  for  the  credit  of  the  Allies 

JHeittM  our  foes  nor  our  friends  have  shown  such 

sbsdnte  readiness  to  pay  in  hard  present  cash,  that 

posterity  might  walk  with  a  straighter  back,  and 

many  a  man  was  paying  a  good  half  of  his  income 
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""T"  *?  tl'e  State.    But  now  a  sacrifice  more  intimate 
—     than  that  of  money  had  to  be  made.    It  was  of  that 
toT57    I^raoi^l  liberty  which  is  as  the  very  breath  of  our 
i«i«.      nostrils.    This  also  was  thrown  with  a  sigh  into  the 
common  cause,  ai.d  a  Military  Service  Bill  was  passed 
by  which  every  citizen  from  19  to  41  was  liable  to 
be  called  up.    It  is  questionable  whether  it  was 
necessary  as  yet  as  a  miUtary  measure,  since  the 
enormous  number  of  5.000,000  volunteers  had  come 
forward,  but  as  an  act  of  justice  by  which  the  burden 
should  be  equaUy  distributed,  and  the  shirker  com- 
peUed  to  his  duty,  it  was  possible  to  justify  this 
radical  departure  from  the  customs  of  our  fathers  and 
the  mstinctB  of  cur  race.    Many  who  acquiesced  in 
Its  necessity  did  so  with  a  heavy  heart;,  feeling  how 
glorious  would  have  been  our  record  had  it  been 
possible  to  bring  forward  by  the  stress  of  duty  alone 
<^e  manhood  of  the  nation.    As  a  matter  of  fact,   . 
the   margin   left   over   was  neither   numerous  nor 
important,  but  the  energies  of  the  authorities  were 
now  released  from  the  incessant  strain  which  the 
recrmting  service  had  caused. 

The  work  of  the  trenches  was  made  easier  for  the 
British  by  the  fact  that  they  had  at  last  reached  an 
equahty  with,  and  in  many  cases  a  superiority  to, 
their  enemy,  in  the  number  of  their  guns,  the  quantity 
cf  their  munitions,  and  the  provision  of  those  smaller 
weapons  such  as  trench  mortars  and  machine-guns 
which  count  for  so  much  in  this  description  of  warfare 
Their  air  supremacy  which  had  existed  for  a  long 
tune  was  threatened  during  some  months  by  the 
Fokker  machines  of  the  Germans,  and  by  the  skiU 
with  which  their  aviators  used  them,  but  faster 
models  from  England  soon  restored  the  balance 
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There  had  been  a  tim^  also  when  the  system  and  the  c«„ 
teleecopio  sights  of  the  German  snipers  had  given      '• 
them  an  ascendancy.    Thanks  to  the  laboim  of  -"^ 
vanons  entinsiasts  for  the  rifle,  this  matter  was  set  mt 
right  and  there  were  long  stretches  of  the  line  where 
no  German  head  could  for  an  instant  be  shown  above 
the  parapet.    The  Canadian  sector  was  particularly 
free  from  any  snipers  save  their  own. 

The  first  serious  operation  of  the  spring  of  1916 
upon  the  Bntish  line  was  a  determined  Ger^  attack 
upon  that  section  which  Ues  between  the  Ypres- 
Commes  Canal  and  the  Ypres-Comines  raUwayon  the 
«treme  south  of  the  Ypres  saUent;  HiU  60  Ues  to 
the  nortii  of  it.    In  the  line  of  trenches  there  was 
one  smaU  artificial  elevation,  not  more  than  thirty 
feet  above  the  plain.    This  was  caUed  the  Bluff 
and  was  the  centre  of  the  attack.    It  -vaa  of  verjl 
^t  importance  as  a  point  of  artiUeiy  observatioii 
Duimg  the  whole  of  February  13  the  bombardment 
w«  very  severe,  and  losses  were  heavy  along  a  front 
of  several  miles,  the  right  of  which  was  held  by  the 
Sevent-Hmth  Division,  the  centre  by  the   Fiftieth, 
and    the    left    by    the    Twenty  -  fourth.      Finally 
after  many  of  the  trenches  had  been  reduced  to 
dirt  heaps  five  mines  were  simultaneously  sprunjt 
under    the    British    front   line,   each    of   them    rf 
great  power.     The  explosions  were  instantly  fol- 
lowed  by  a  rush    of    the   German   infantry       In 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bluff,  the  garrison,  con- 
fflrting    at    that    point    of    the    10th    Lancashire 
^usihers,  were   nearly   all    buried    or    killed.      To 
the  nora  lay  the  10th   Sherwood   Foresters  and 
north    of    them    the    8th    South   Staffords,   whose 
Ulonel,    though    four    times   wounded,   continued 
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t  ^  fv  ^**f  f^-  ^*  "^  impoMible.  however, 
to  hold  the  whole  hne,  as  the  Qennans  had 
seiMd  the  Blufi  and  were  able  to  enfilade  aU  the 
teMiohes  of  the  Sherwooda,  who  lost  twelve  officers 
md  several  hundred  men  before  they  wonld  admit 
th/^v  flieu  position  was  untenable.  The  Sooth 
Btaffords  bemg  farther  ofi  were  able  to  hold  on,  but 

*!u  ™\^''*  ^"^  ^^  "S''*  to  the  canal  south 
of  the  Bluff  was  m  the  hands  of  the  Germans,  who  had 
very  rapidly  and  ekilfuUy  consolidated  it.  A  stromr 
counter-attack  by  the  7th  Linoolns  and  7th  Borders 
m  which  the  survivors  of  the  Lancashire  Fusiliers 
took  part,  had  some  success,  but  was  unable  to 
pemauMitly  regain  the  lost  sector,  six  hundred 
yards  of  »hich  remained  with  the  enemv  A 
heutenant,  with  40  bombers  of  the  Lincobs,  M  of 
whom  fell,  did  heroic  work. 

The  attack  had  extended  to  the  north,  where  it 
had  Men  upon  the  Fiftieth  Division,  and  to  the 
Twenty-fourth  Division  upon  the  left  of  it.    Here  it 
was  held  and  eventuaUy  repulsed.    Of  the  company 
of  the  »th  Sussex  who  held  the  extreme  left  of^e 
hne,  a  large  portion  were  blown  up  by  a  mine  and 
forty  were  actually  buried  in  the  crater.    Youmr 
Lieutwuint  McNair,  however,  the  officer  in  oharw 
Bhowed  great  energy  and  presence  of  mind.    He  hdd 
the  Germans  from  the  crater  and  with  the  help  of 
another  officer,  who  had  rushed  up  some  supports 
drove  them  back  to  their  trenches.    For  this  IfoNai^ 
received  his  Victoria  Cross.    The  3rd  Rifle  Brigade, 
a  veteran  regular  battalion,  upon  the  right  of  the 
Sussex,  had  also  put  up  a  vigorous  resistance,  as  had 
the  central  Fiftieth  Division,  so  that  in  spite  of  tiie 
sudden  severity  of  the  attack  it  was  only  at  the  one 
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point  of  the  Blufi  that  the  enemy  had  made  a  lodg-  oi.«i« 
ment-tiwtpomt  being  the  real  centre  of  their  effort      ±_ 
Ihey  held  on  strongly  to  their  new  possession,  and  a  •"""•'x 
vi^rous  fire  with  several  partial  attacks  during  the  mH' 
next  f ortmght  failed  to  dislodge  them. 

Early  in  March  the  matter  was  taken  seriously  in 
hand^  for  the  position  was  a  most  important  one,  and 
a  tother  advance  at  this  point  would  have  involved 
the  safety  of  Ypres.  The  Seventeenth  Division  still 
held  the  supporting  trenches,  and  these  now  became 
the  startmg-point  for  the  attack.  A  considerable 
artiUery  concentT'^ion  was  effected,  two  brigades  of 
!!T  !?  ^°  companies  of  sappers  were  brought  up 
bom  the  Third  Division,  and  the  7eth  Brigade  of 
the  same  Division  came  up  from  St.  Omer,  where  it 
had  been  restmg,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  assault 
Xhe  general  commanding  this  brigade  was  in  im- 
mediate command  of  the  operations. 

ne  problem  was  a  most  difficult  one,  as  the  canal 
to  <ie  south  and  a  marsh  upon  the  north  screened 
the  flanks  of  ^e  new  German  position,  while  its  front 

ZflT""?^  fif^J^'""^'"'  ^^'^  *^«  tempestuous 
weather  had  filled  with  water.  There  was^^thing 
for  It,  however,  but  a  frontal  attack,  and  tinTwu 
earned  out  idth  very  great  gallantry  upon  March  2, 
at  4.30  m  the  morning.  The  infantry  left  their 
trenches  m  the  dark  and  crept  forward  undiscovered, 
dashmg  mto  the  enemy's  line  with  the  first  grey 
ghmmer  of  the  dawn.  The  right  of  the  atSck 
fonaed  by  the  2nd  Suffolks  had  their  revenge  for  Le 
^toau  for  they  carried  the  Bluff  itself  with  a  rush 
So  faxfomard  did  they  get  that  a  number  of  Germans 
emerged  from  dug-outs  in  their  rear,  and  were  organ- 
wmg  a  dangerous  attack  when  they  were  pelted  back 
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uii.mii  into  their  holes  by  a,  Lombing  party.  Beyond  the 
—L  Blafi  the  Sufiolks  weie  faced  by  six  deep  shelters 
t!>*jai7  ^°'  machine-guns,  which  held  them  for  a  time 
i»i«.  but  were  eventually  captured.  The  centre  battalion 
consisted  of  the  8th  Royal  Laucasters,  who  lost 
heavily  from  rifle  fire  but  charged  home  with  great 
determination,  flooding  over  the  old  Qerman  front 
line  and  their  support  trenches  as  well  as  their 
immediate  objective.  The  left  battalion  in  the 
attack  were  the  Ist  Grordon  Highlanders,  who  had  a 
most  difficult  tnsk,  being  exposed  to  the  heaviest 
fire  oi  all.  For  a  moment  they  were  hung  up,  and 
then  with  splendid  spirit  threw  themselves  at  the 
hostile  trenches  again  and  carried  everything  before 
them.  They  were  much  helped  in  this  second  attack 
by  the  supporting  battalion,  the  7th  Lincolns,  whose 
bombers  rushed  to  the  front.  The  10th  Welsh 
Fusiliers,  who  were  supporting  on  the  right,  also  did 
invaluable  service  by  helping  to  consolidate  the 
Bluff,  while  the  9th  West  Ridings  on  the  left  held 
the  British  front  line  and  repulsed  an  attempt  at  a 
flanking  counter-attack. 

In  spite  of  several  counter-attacks  and  a  very 
severe  bombardment  the  line  now  held  firm,  and 
the  Germans  seem  to  have  abandoned  all  future 
designs  upon  this  section.  They  had  lost  very 
heavily  in  the  assault,  and  250  men  vritb  6  officers 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  victors.  Some  of  the 
German  trencL  taken  was  found  to  be  untenable, 
but  the  12th  West  Yorkshires  of  the  8th  Brigade 
connected  up  the  new  position  with  the  old  and  the 
salient  was  held.  So  ended  a  well -managed  and 
most  successful  little  fight.  Great  credit  was  due  to 
a  certain  officer,  who  passed  through  the  terrible 
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Q«ni««n  baitage  again  and  again  to  link  pp  the  troopg  oh«« 
with  headquartew.    Extreme  gallantry  was  shown     _!l 
also  by  tne  bngade-runners,  many  of  whom  lost  their  •>""■"» 
hves  m  the  aU-important  work  of  preserving  com-  wl" 
mmucations.  — o      -• 

Students  of  armour  in  the  future  may  be  interested 
to  note  that  this  was  the  first  engagement  in  wUoh 
ftitish  infantry  reverted  after  a  hiatus  of  more  than 
two  centunes  to  the  use  of  helmets.  Dints  of  shrapnel 
upon  their  surfaces  proved  in  many  cases  that  «iey 
Had  been  the  salvation  of  their  wearers.  Several 
observers  have  argued  that  trench  warfare  inmUes 
a  qmal  trench  equipment,  entirely  difierent  from 
tnat  lot  surface  operations. 

In  the  middle  of  March  the  pressure  upon  the 
W«nch  at  Verdun  had  become  severe,  and  it  was 
determined  to  take  over  a  fre^  section  of  line  so 
M  to  relieve  troops  for  the  north-eastern  frontier. 
General  Foch's  Tenth  Arm/,  which  had  held  the 
sector  opposite  to  Souchez  and  Lorette,  was  accord- 
mgly  drawn  out,  and  twelve  miles  were  added  to  the 
Bntidi  front.  From  this  time  forward  there  were 
four  Bntish  armiea,  the  Second  (Plumer)  in  the  Ypres 
dMtnct,  the  First  (Monro)  opposite  to  Neuve  ChapeUe, 
the  Third  (Alleriby)  covering  the  new  French  sector 
down  to  Arras,  the  Fourth  (Rawlinson)  from  Albert 
to  the  Somme. 

A  brisk  skirmish  which  occurred  in  the  south 
about  this  period  is  worthy  of  mention— typical  of 
many  smaUer  afiairs  the  due  re»  .rd  of  which  would 
BweU  this  chapter  to  a  portentous  length.  In  this 
particular  instance,  a  very  sudden  and  severe  night 
attack  was  directed  by  the  Germans  against  a  post 
held  by  the  8th  East  Surreys  of  the  Eighteenth 
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""IT"  P^^^o"  »*  ^  pomtB  where  the  Britiah  and  Fienoh 
lines  meet  just  north  of  the  Somme.  Thia  small 
stronghold,  known  as  Duuks'  Post,  was  at  the  head 
of  a  cauaewaj  across  a  considerable  marsh,  and 
possessed  a  strategic  importance  out  of  all  proportion 
to  its  size.  A  violent  bombardment  in  the  HwIttmiw 
of  the  early  morning  of  March  20  was  followed  bj  an 
infantry  advance,  pushed  well  home.  It  was  an 
unnerving  experience.  "As  the  Huns  oharfted," 
says  oi.e  who  was  present,  "they  made  the  most 
hellish  screaming  row  I  ever  heard."  The  Surrey 
men  under  the  lead  of  a  young  subaltern  stood  fast, 
and  were  reinforced  by  two  platoons.  Not  only  did 
they  hold>  up  the  attack,  but  with  the  early  dawn 
they  advanced  in  turn,  driving  the  Germans  back 
into  their  trenches  and  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners.  The  post  was  strengthened  and  was  firmly 
held. 

The  next  episode  which  claims  attention  is  the 
prolonged  and  severe  fighting  which  took  place  from 
March  27  onwards  at  St.  Eloi,  the  scene  of  so  fierce 
a  contest  just  one  year  before.  A  small  salient  had 
been  formed  by  the  German  line  at  this  point  ever 
since  its  capture,  and  on  this  salient  was  the  rising 
known  as  the  Mound  (not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
BlufE),  insignificant  in  itself  smce  it  was  only  twenty 
or  thirty  feet  high,  but  of  importance  in  a  war  where 
artillery  observation  is  the  very  essence  of  all  opera- 
tions. It  stood  just  east  of  the  little  vfllage  of  St. 
Eloi.  This  place  was  known  to  be  very  stron^y 
held,  so  the  task  of  attacking  it  was  handed  over  to 
the  Third  Division,  which  had  already  shown  at 
the  Blufi  that  they  were  adepts  at  such  an  attack. 
After  several  weeks  of  energetic  preparation,  five 
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imneB  were  n»dy  with  duigee  which  were  so  heavy  ciwn 
th»t  in  one  instance  30,000  pounds  of  ammonal  were     ±, 
employed.    The  asaauH  was  ordered  for  4.18  in  the  ^•"*n 
mommgofMarchar.    It  was  known  to  be  a  desperate  mi" 
enterprise  and  was  entrusted  to  two  veteran  battalions 
of  regular  troops,  the  4th  Royal  Fusiliers  uid  the 
1st  Northumberland  Fusiliers.    A  frontal  tvcack  was 
.    inqwsaible,  so  it  was  arranged  that  the  Royals  should 
sweep  round  the  left  flank  and  the  Northumberlands 
the  right,  while  the  remaining    battalions  of  the 
9th  Brigade,  the  12th  West  Yorks  and  1st  Scots 
Fusiliers,  should  be  in  close  support  in  the  centre. 
At  the  appointed  hour  the  mines  were  exploded  with 
deadly  effect,  and  in  the  pitch  darkness  of  a  cloudy 
rainy  morning  tje  two  battalions  sprang  resolutely 
forward  upon  their  dangerous  venture.    The  trenches 
on  each  flank  were  carried,  and  6  officers  with  193 
men  of  the  18th  Reserve  Jaeger  fell  into  our  hands. 
As  usual,  however,  it  was  the  retention  of  the  captured 
position  which  was  the  more  difficult  and  costly  part 
of  the  operation.    The  Northumberlands  had  won 
their  way  round  on  the  right,  but  the  Fusiliers 
had  been  partiaUy  held  up  on  the  left,  so  that  the 
position  was  in  some  ways  difficult  and  irregular 
The  guns  of  the   Third   Division  threw   forward 
so  fine  a  barrage  that  no  German  counter-attack 
could  get  forward,  but  all  day  their  fire  was  very 
heavy  and  deadly  upon  the  captured  trenches,  and 
also  upon  the  two  battalions  in  support.    On  the 
night  of  the  27th  the  9th  Brigade  was  drawn  out 
and  the  Sth  took  over  the  new  line,  all  access 
to  it  being  impossible  save  in  the  darkness,  as  no 
communication  trenches  existed.    The  situation  was 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  although  the  British 
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vmum  troops  had  on  the  right  won  their  way  to  the  rear  of 
the  craters,  one  of  these  still  contained  a  Qonnan 
detachment,  who  held  on  in  a  most  heroic  fashion 
and  conld  not  be  dislodged.    On  March  80  the  sitna- 
tion  was  still  unchanged,   and  the  78th  Brigade 
was  pat  in  to  relieve  the  8th.    The  1st  Qordons 
were  now  in  the  line,  very  wet  and  weary,  but 
declaring  that  they  would  hold  the  gronnd  at  all 
costs.    It  was  dear  that  the  British  line  must  be 
extended  and  that  the  gallant  Germans  in  the  crater 
must  be  overwhelmed.    For  this  purpose,  upon  the 
night  of  April  2,  the  8th  Boyal  Lancasters  swept 
across  the  whole  debatable  ground,  with  the  result 
that  4  ofBcers  and  80  men  surrendered  at  daylight  to 
the  Brigade-Major  and  a  few  men  who  summoned 
them  from  the  lip  of  the  crater.    The  Divisional 
General  had  himself  gone  forward  to  see  that  the 
captured  ground  was  made  good.    "We  saw  our 
Divisional  General  mid-thigh  in  water  and  splashing 
down  the  trenches,"  says  an  observer.    "  I  can  tell 
you  it  put  heart  into  our  weary  men."    So  ended  the 
arduous  labours  of  the  Third  Division,  who  upon 
April  4  handed  over  the  ground  to  the  2nd  Canadians. 
The  episode  of  the  St.  Eloi  craters  was,  however, 
far  from  being  at  an  end.    The  position  was  looked 
upon  as  of  great  importance  by  the  Germans,  apart 
from  the  artillery  observation,  for  their  whole  aim 
was  the  contraction,  as  that  of  the  British  was  the 
expansion,   of  the  space  contained  in  the  Ypres 
salient.    "  Elbow  room  !    More  elbow  room  I  "  was 
the  hearts'  cry  of  Plumer's  Second  Army.    But  the 
enemy  grudged  every  yard,  and  with  great  tenacity 
began  a  series  of  coimter-attacks  which  lasted  with 
varying  fortunes  for  several  weeks. 
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Hardly  had  the  Third  Division  filed  out  of  the  o..„„ 
tnmchea  when  the  German  Ibombere  were  biuxiDg     _L 
and  stinging  aU  down  the  new  Une,  and  there  were  '""»/ 
evident  signs  of  an  impending  counter-attack.    Upon  wl" 
April  6  It  broke  with  great  violence,  beginning  with 
a  blasting  storm  of  shells  foUowed  by  a  rush  of  iiSantry 
m  that  darkest  hour  which  precedes  the  dawn,    it 
was  a  very  terrible  ordeal  for  troops  which  had  up  to 
then  seen  no  severe  service,  and  for  the  moment  they 
were  overborne.    The  attack  chanced  to  come  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  27th  Winnipeg  Regiment 
was  being  relieved  by  the  29th  Vancouvers.  which 
mcreased  the  losses  and  the  confusion.    The  craters 
were  taken  by  the  German  stormers  with  180  prisoners 
but  the  trench  line  was  still  held.    The  Slst  Alberta 
Battehon  upon  the  left  of  the  position  was  involved 
m  the  fight  and  drove  back  several  assaults,  while 
a  sm^  French  Canadian  machine-gun  detachment 
bom  the  22nd  Regiment  distinguished  itself  by  an 
hMoic  resistance  in  which  it  was  almost  destroyed 
About  noon  the  bombardment  was  so  terrific  that 
the   front  trench  was  temporarily  abandoned,  the 
handful  of  8urvivor.i  falling  back  upon  the  mpporte. 
The  3l8t  upon  the  left  were  stiU  able  to  maintain 
tbomselves,   however,   and  after    dusk   they   were 
able  to  reoccupy  three  out  of  the  five  craters  in 
front  of  the  hne.     From  this  time   onwards  the 
batae    resolved    itself    into    a    desperate    struggle 
between  the  opposmg  craters.     During  the  ^h 
of  Apnl   7   It  was  carried   on   with   heavy   losses 
to  both  parties.    On  one  occasion  a  platoon  of  40 
t^nnans  m  close  formation  were  dhot  down  to  a  man 
as  they  rushed  forward  in  a  gallant  forlorn,  hope. 
Jfor  three  days  the  strugj^e  went  on.  at  the  end  of 
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the  Cuwdiana.  Two  medical  men  perticnluly  die- 
tinguiehed  themeelvee  by  their  ooneteiit  paiMge 
MTOM  the  open  tpuM  which  divided  the  cnten  from 
the  trench.  The  oonaolid«tion  of  the  difficult  petition 
WM  admirmbly  carried  out  by  the  C.R.B.  of  the  Seoraid 
Canadian  Division. 

The  Canadiana  were  left  in  comparative  peace  for 
ten  6a,ju,  but  on  April  10  there  was  a  renewed  burrt 
of  activity.    Upon  this  day  the  Germans  bombarded 
heavily,  and  then  attacked  with  their  infantry  at 
four  different  points  of  the  Ypree  salient.    At  two 
they  were  entirely  repulsed.    On  the  Tpree-Lai^ 
marck  road  on  the  extreme  north  of  the  British 
position  they  remained  in  possession  of  about  a 
hundred  yards  of  trench.    Finally,  in  the  crater 
region  they  won  back  two,  mcluding  the  more  import- 
ant one  which  was  on  the  Mound.    Night  after  night 
there  were  bombing  attacks  in  this  region,  by  which 
the  Germans  endeavoured  to  enlarge  their  gains. 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  were  now  opposed 
to  them  and  showed  the  same  determination  as  the 
men  of  the  West.    The  sector  held  by  the  veteran 
First  Canadian  Division  was  also  attacked,  the  18th 
Battalion  having  100  casualties  and  the  Canadian 
Soots  60.    Altogether   this   fighting   had    been   so 
incessant  and  severe,  although  as  a  rule  confined  to  a 
very  small  front,  that  on  an  average  1000  casualties 
a  week  were  recorded  in  the  corps.    The  fighting 
was  carried  on  frequently  in  heavy  ram,  and  the 
disputed  craters  became  deep  pools  of  mud  in  which 
men  fought  waist  deep,  and  where  it  was  impossible 
to  keep  rifie  or  ;  achine-gun  from  being  fouled  and 
dogged.    Several  of  the  smaller  craters  were  found 
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S?  ""P^  ^'^  1»7  in  the  mire.  i^ 

th.  tamoh  which  they  hmTcptuied  u^TSe  ?»i  SF 
mth«UngMn««kdi«otion.   ^««ighTwMrlmort 
m»ppro«h.bl,  on  woount  of  thTd^TmuJ^ 
Jtormmg  oolunm  of  the  let  8h«,pdu„.^.d  S  tJ 
rt  m  the  d«k  up  to  their  w«rt.  iTdulh.  wd  tamrf 

Apnl  the  21rt  the  hne  waa  completely  re-erteblia£d 
Jongh  .  «pp«  i.  sported  t;  he^SSTSS 
*  LZ.rrt'^ai*'  "o-'olid-te  porridge.  In  thi. 
brdh^t  rfE«r  the  Shwpduie.  lo«t .  nnn.  W  of  oisZ 
«d  men.  mcludmg  their  galhmt  Colonel,  Lnwd.  and 
Wenant  Johnrt»ne,  who  wa.  Aot  by  a  sd^ 
whUe  boldly  directing  the  conaolidatioa  f^m  oS 
WW  parapet  without  cover  of  any  land.  The  whole 
moident  wu  «m  extraordinarily  fine  feat  of  arm. 
which  could  only  have  been  carried  out  by  a  highly 
di«aphMd  and  determined  body  of  men.  The  md 
was  M  deep  that  men  were  engulfed  and  suffocated 

«nd  di«tabnte  their  weight  to  prevent  being  rocked 
down  mto  the  quagmire.    The  riflee  we»«roov«red  • 
•nd  cl<^  that  aU  diooting  waa  out  of  the  queetiT 
and  only  bombs  and  bayonets  were  available  for  the 
«eult.     The  old  88rd  never  did  a  better  da^I 

During  the  whole  winter  the  Loos  saUent  had 

the  tort  faemendous  convuhnon  which  had  established 
It.    In  the  ewly  part  of  the  year  it  was  held  by    ' 

,wW"?*^'*'x.*'^  *™"  ^  Bucceasion.  and 
dunng  tba  tame  there  was  a  deceptive  quiet,  which 
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OMrTM  WM  due  to  tha  fact  that  the  Oennana  wan  bnay  in 
runiiing  a  number  of  minea  under  the  poaition.  At 
the  end  of  February  the  Twelfth  Diviaion  took  over 
the  north  of  the  aection,  and  for  ten  weeka  they 
found  themaelvee  engaged  in  a  atrugf^  which  can  only 
be  deacribed  aa  helluh.  How  oonatant  and  aevere  it 
waa  may  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that  without  any 
real  action  they  lost  4000  men  during  that  periocl. 
Aa  aoon  aa  they  underatood  the  state  of  aSaira,  which 
waa  only  conveyed  to  them  by  aereral  devaatating 
ezploeiona,  they  began  to  run  their  own  minea  and 
to  raid  thoae  of  their  enemy.  It  waa  a  nightmare 
conflict,  half  above  ground,  half  below,  and  aometimea 
both  aimultaneously,  so  that  men  may  be  said  to  have 
fought  in  layers.  The  upahot  of  the  matter,  after 
ten  weeks  of  fighting,  was  that  the  British  positions 
were  held  at  all  pointb,  though  reduced  to  an  extra- 
ordinary medley  of  craters  and  fissures,  which  some 
observer  haa  compared  to  a  landscape  in  the  moon. 
The  First  Division  shared  with  the  Twelfth  the  winter 
honours  of  the  dangerous  Loos  salient. 

On  April  27  a  considerable  surface  attack  developed 
on  thia  part  of  the  line,  now  held  by  the  Sixteenth 
Irish  Division.  Early  upon  that  day  the  Germans, 
taking  advantage  of  the  wind,  which  was  now  be- 
coming almost  as  important  in  a  land  as  it  had  once 
been  in  a  sea  battle,  loosed  a  cloud  of  ^iaon  upon 
the  trenchea  just  south  of  Hulluch  and  followed 
it  up  by  a  mdi  of  infantry  which  got  possession  of 
part  of  the  front  and  support  lines  in  the  old  region  of 
the  chalk-pit  wood,  l^e  49th  Brigade  was  in  the 
trenches.  This  Brigade  consisted  of  the  7th  and  8th 
InnJBlf.i.ings,  with  the  7th  and  8th  Royal  Irish.  It 
was  upon  the  first  two  battalions  that  the  cloud  of 
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the  German  twnches.  The  sector  wu  occupied  bj 
the  Twenty-fifth  Division,  and  the  infantry  attack 
was  entrusted  to  the  11th  Lancashire  Fusiliers 
and  the  9th  North  Lancashires,  both  of  the  74th 
Brigade.  Thej  rushed  forward  with  great  dash  and, 
occupied  the  newly -formed  craters,  where  they 
established  themselves  firmly,  joining  them  up  mtit. 
each  other  and  cutting  communications  backwards 
so  as  to  make  a  new  observation  trench. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Division  lay  at  this  time  with 
the  Forty-seventh  London  Division  as  its  northern 
neighbour,  the  one  forming  the  left-hand  unit  of  the 
Third  Army,  and  the  other  the  extreme  right  of  the 
First.  Upon  the  19th  the  Londoners  took  over  the 
new  position  from  the  74th,  and  found  it  to  be  an  evil 
inheritance,  for  upon  May  21,  when  they  were  in  the 
very  act  of  relieving  the  7th  and  76th  Brigades,  which 
formed  the  front  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Division,  they 
were  driven  in  by  a  terrific  bombardment  and  assault 
from  the  German  lines.  On  the  front  of  a  brigade 
the  Germans  captured  not  only  the  new  ground  won 
but  our  own  front  line  and  {Mrt  of  our  supportii^ 
line.  Old  soldiers  declared  that  the  fire  upon  this 
occasion  was  among  the  most  concentrated  and 
deadly  of  the  whole  War.  With  the  new  weapons 
artillery  is  not  needed  at  such  akott  range,  for  with 
aerial  torpedoes  the  same  effect  can  be  produced  as 
with  guns  of  a  great  calibre. 

In  the  early  morning  of  April  30,  there  was  a  strong 
attack  by  the  Germans  at  Wulverghem,  which  was 
the  village  to  the  west  of  Messines,  to  which  oar  line 
had  been  shifted  after  the  attack  of  November  2, 
1914.  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  this  bustling  upon 
the  part  of  the  Germans  was  partly  for  the  purpose 
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i^^.  v^  °"  ^"^^  ''^*  *^'y  «i«^t  '^th  the  c«T.. 
ftenoh  at  Verdun,  and  partly  to  provoke  a  prema-       "• 
tore  offensive,  ance  they  weU  b.w  that  some  great  ''^^ 
movement  was  in  contemp:.!ion.    As  a  matter  of  ml" 
fact,  aU  the  attacks,  mclud  ug  the  fina!  severe  one 
upon  the  Cwjadian  lines,  waa  .lealt  w.th  by  local 
defenders  and  had  no  strategic  effect  at  all.    In  the 
case  of  the  Wul.erghem  attack  it  was  preceded  by 
an  emission  of  gas  of  such  intensity  that  it  produced 
much  siclmess  m  far  off  as  BaiUeul,  at  least  «x  miles 
to  the  west     Horses  in  the  distant  horse  lines  feU 
■useless  under  the  noxious  vapour.    It  came  on 
with  such  rapidity  that  about  a  hundred  men  of  the 
l-wenty-fourth  Division  were  overcome  before  they 
could  get  on  their  helmets.    The  rest  were  armed 

•gainst  It,  and  repelled  the  subsequent  infantry  attacks 
earned  out  by  numerous  smaU  bodies  of  exploring 

?£^'S"''p'"^'^^*^-  Thewholeca^S 
of  the  Fifth  Corps,  whose  front  was  attacked 
wnounted  to  400,  half  by  gas  and  half  by  the  shelh 
*y,JfJ^'  ^  Alderson.  who  had  commanded 
the  Camidians  with  such  success  from  the  begimnn.. 
took  oror  new  duties  and  gave  place  to  (WaJlto 
JulMn  B^.  the  gallant  commander  of  the  Third 
Uavalry  Division. 

Upon  June  2  there  began  an  action  upon  the 

(^Jia&an  front  at  Ypres  which  led  to  severe  %hC 
wrtending  over  several  weeks,  and  put  a  veryheav? 
•train  upon  «  corps  the  First  Division  of  w4h  had 

ir'^L''^'''.'*'*^  "»»"  «""»  «  year, 
whilst  the  oUier  two  divisions  had  only  just  eased  up 

sfter  the  fighting  of  the  craters.    Kno^g^tl^? 

theMiee  were  about  to  attack,  the  Germans  were 

exceedingly  anxious  to  gain  some  success  which  would 
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uutrrik  compel  them  to  disarrange  their  plana  and  to  suspend 

_J_     that  concentration  of  troops  and  guns  which  must 

i^'"/    precede  any  great  effort.    In  searching  for  such  a 

]«i«.       success  it  was  natural  that  they  fihould  revert  to  the 

Ypres  salient,  which  had  always  been  the  weakest 

portion  of  the  line— so  weak,  indeed,  that  when  it 

is  seen  outlined  by  the  star  shells  at  night,  it  seems 

to  the  spectator  to  be  almost  untenable,  since  the 

curve  of  the  Qerman  line  was  such  that  it  could 

command  the  rear  of  all  the  British  trenches.    It 

was  a  region  of  ruined  cottages,  shallow  trenches 

commanded  by  the  enemy's  guns,  and  shell-swept 

woods  so  shattered  and  scarred  that  they  no  longer 

furnished  any  cover.    These  woods.  Zouave  Wood, 

Sanctuary  Wood,  and  others  lie  some  hundred  yards 

behind  the  front  trenches  and  form  a  rallying-point 

for  those  who  retire,  and  a  place  of  assembly  for 

those  who  advance. 

The  Canadian  front  was  from  four  to  five  miles 
long,  following  the  line  of  the  trenches.  The  extreme 
left  lay  upon  the  ruined  village  of  Hooge.  This 
part  of  the  line  was  held  by  the  Royal  Canadian 
Regiment.  For  a  mile  to  tixeir  right,  in  front  of 
Zouave  and  Sanctuary  Woods,  the  Princess  Patricia's 
held  the  line  over  low-lying  ground.  In  immediate 
support  was  the  49th  Rc^;iment.  These  all  belonged 
to  the  7th  Canadian  Brigade.  This  formed  the  left 
or  northern  sector  of  the  position. 

In  the  centre  was  a  low  hill  called  Mount  Sorel,  in 
which  the  front  trenches  were  located.  Immediately 
in  its  rear  is  another  elevation,  somewhat  higher, 
and  used  as  an  observing  8ti\tion.  This  was  Obser- 
vatory Hill.  A  wood,  Armagh  Wood,  covered  the 
slope  of  this  hill.    There  is  about  two  hundred  yards 
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of  valley  between  Mount  Sorel  and  Observatory  Kill,  chiwm 
with  a  small  stream  running  down  it.    This  section       '* 
of  the  line  was  essential  for  the  British,  since  in  the  •'•""•■7 
Lands  of  the  enemy  it  would  command  all  the  rest.    i»i«l''' 
It  was  garrisoned  by  the  8th  Brigade,  consisting  of 
Canadian  Mounted  Rifles. 

The  right  of  the  Canadian  line,  including  St.  Eloi 
upon  the  extreme  limit  of  their  sector,  was  held  by 
troops  of  the  Second  Canadian  Division.  This  part  of 
the  line  was  not  involved  in  the  coming  attack.  It 
broke  upon  the  centre  and  the  left,  the  Mount  Sorel 
and  the  Hooge  positions. 

The  whole  operation  was  very  much  more  import- 
ant dian  was  appreciated  by  the  British  public  at 
the  time,  and  formed  a  notable  example  of  antici- 
patory tactics  upon  the  part  of  the  German  General 
Staff.  Just  as  they  had  delayed  the  advance  upon 
the  west  by  their  furious  assault  upon  Verdun  on  the 
east,  so  they  now  calculated  that  by  a  fierce  attack 
upon  the  north  of  the  British  line  they  might  disperse 
the  gathering  storm  which  was  visibly  banking  up 
in  tile  Somme  Valley.  It  was  a  bold  move,  boldly 
carried  out,  and  within  appreciable  distance  of 
success. 

Their  first  care  was  to  collect  and  concentrate 
a  great  number  of  guns  and  mine-throwers  on  the 
sector  to  be  attacked.  This  concentration  occurred 
at  the  very  moment  when  our  own  heavy  artillery 
was  in  a  transition  stage,  some  of  it  going  south  to 
the  Somme.  Hardly  a  gun  had  sounded  all  morning. 
Then  in  an  instant  with  a  crash  and  a  roar  several 
mines  were  sprung  under  the  trenches,  and  a  terrific 
avalanche  of  shells  came  smashing  down  among  the 
astounded  men.    It  is  doubtful  if  a  more  hellish 
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«^«  rtorm  of  piojeotilw  of  every  sort  had  ever  up  to  that 
—  tame  been  concentrated  upon  so  limited  a  front 
Hiere  was  death  from  the  mines  below,  death  from 
the  shells  above,  chaos  and  destruction  all  arouud 
The  men  were  dated  and  the  trenches  both  in  front 
and  those  of  communication  were  torn  to  pieces  and 
left  as  heaps  of  rabble. 

Om  great  mine  destroyed  the  loop  of  line  held  by 
the  Princess  Patricia's  and  buried  a  comioany  in  the 
nuns     A  second  exploded  at  Mount  So^el  and  did 

®^^^l?^-    ^*  *!>«  fi"t  outburst  Generals  Mercer 
and  WiUiams  had  been  hurried  into  a  smaU  tunnel 
out  of  ths  froiit  line,  but  the  mine  explosion  obliter- 
ated the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  and  they  were  only 
extncawd  with  difficulty.    General  Mercer  was  hat 
seen  encouraging  the  men.  but  he  had  disappeared 
after  the  action  and  his^ate  was  unknown  to  friead 
or  foe  until  ten  days  later  his  body  was  found  with 
botii  legs  broken  in  one  of  the  side  ta»nohee.    He 
died  as  he  had  lived,  a  very  gallant  soldier.    For 
four  hours  the  men  cowered  down  in  what  was  left 
of  the  faenches.  awaiting  the  inevitable  infentry 
attack  which  would  come  from  the  German  linu 
m  yards  away.    When  at  last  it  came  it  met  with 
UtUe  resistance,  for  there  were  few  to  resist    Those 
few  were  beaten  down  by  the  rush  of  the  Wflrtem- 
bergera  who  formed  the  attacking  division.    They 
earned  the  British  line  for  a  length  of  nearly  a  mile^ 
from  Mount  Sorel  to  the  south  of  Hooge,  and  they 
captuwd  about  600  men,  a  large  proportion  of  whom 
were  wounded.    General  Williams,  Colonel  Ushor.  mm! 
twelve  other  officers  were  taken. 

WTien  «ie  German  stormetH  saw  the  havoc  in  the 
trenches  they  may  well  have  thought  that  they  had 
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withering  rifle-fire  from  the  wwl  ISf  ?  *?" 
•-ailants  were  rtiU  able  to  hoTdT«  2  ^''«*  *^'' 
they  were  mumble  to  L^  ti^^^^    "^^^^ 

Brigade,  were  coming  up  from  the  »«,  ♦„  iTTir  • 
exhausted  companion  *"  '"'P  *^'" 

W<L<SbS»rf„  T  ""'^  ^  **  ^"'J^  "'d  the 
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UKtmit  like  men,  and  were  well  supported  bj  their  gunners. 
On  the  right  the  7th  and  10th  Canadians  got  well 
forward,  but  had  not  enough  weight  for  a  serious 
attack.  It  became  clear  that  a  premature  counter- 
attack might  lead  to  increased  losses,  and  that  the 
true  method  was  to  possess  one's  soul  in  patienco  until 
the  preparation  could  be  made  for  a  decisive  operation. 
The  impatience  aad  ardour  of  the  men  were  very 
great,  and  their  courage  had  a  fine  edge  put  upon  it 
by  a  churlish  Grerman  official  coiomuniqui,  adding 
one  more  disgrace  to  their  military  annab,  which 
asserted  that  more  Canadian  prisoners  had  not  been 
taken  because  they  had  fled  so  fast.  Canadians 
could  smile  at  the  insult,  but  it  was  the  sort  of  smile 
that  is  more  menacing  than  a  frown.  The  infantry 
waited  grimly  while  some  of  the  miming  guns  were 
recalled  into  their  position.  Up  to  tlus  time  the 
losses  had  been  about  80  officers  and  2000  men. 

The  weather  was  vile,  with  incessant  rain  which 
turned  the  fields  into  bogs  and  the  trenches  into  canals. 
For  a  few  days  things  were  at  a  standstill,  for  the 
clouds  prevented  aeroplane  reconnaissance  and  the 
registration  of  the  guns.  The  Corps  lay  in  front  of 
its  lost  trenches  like  a  wounded  bear  looking  across 
with  red  eyes  at  its  stolen  cub.  The  Germans  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  lull  to  extend  their  line,  and 
on  June  6  they  had  occupied  the  ruins  of  Hooge,  which 
were  impossible  to  hold  after  all  the  trenches  to  the 
south  had  been  lost.  In  their  new  line  the  Grermans 
awaited  the  attack  which  they  afterwards  admitted 
that  they  knew  to  be  inevitable.  The  British  gun- 
fire was  so  severe  that  it  was  very  difficult  for  them  to 
improve  their  new  position. 

On  the  13th  the  weather  had  moderated  and  all 


JANUARY  TO  JULY  1916 


27 


r.Si*i!  oounter-atteck.    It  waa  carried  c..„„ 
SjhrA'!rT«''^*''«"'°°'P«^t«  brigades        '• 
Sfct^Ji    r*°^  "^  ^^^  BattaHonTkd  upon  the  '^, 
^^e  the  13th  (RoyM  Highlanders)  ariflS  1°.,^' 
(UMiadian  Scots)  were  in  the  van  of  the  left   with 
the«  pipers  skirling  in  front  of  them     2o£ 
^^ipportedthewholeadvance.    TherightlS^o 
the  advance,  b«ng  e:qK«ed  to  the  Germai  mSine- 

ni^t  was  a  very  dark  one  and  the  Canadian  Scots  hS 
taken  advantage  of  it  to  get  beyond  the  fr^t  iT 
«.d  as  ,t  proved,  uiside  the  German  barrage  i  so 
Aat  heavy  as  it  was  it  did  them  no  scathe.^Senew 
German  Ime  was  carried  with  a  magnificent  rush  wdl 

iS^'caiS  "^  T^  Wflrtemberg  Eegime^ 
were  captured.  To  their  great  joy  the  CMadians 
dWered  that  such  munitions  is  they  hTSa^ 
doned  upon  June  2  were  stiU  in  the  trenches  and 
^vert'd'^to  their  hands.    It  is  pleasanttoid  tSt 

^Z^y!""^^-  ''"''  '^'  Wiirtembergers  Z 
bjaved  with  humamty  towards  the  wounded     From 

Close  to  Hooge  (the  village  still  remained  with  the 

Si  1  ^^.^v*^'  '''"  •^'^Wated  and  main- 
m<te  Had  anything  to  show  for  aU  their  desDen.+e 

w*™  ^The  Canadian  losses  in  the  total  operations 
«me  to  about  7000  men-,  figure  which  is^u:^ 
M  to  the  seventy  of  the  fighting.    They  em^rgj 
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QumM  from  the  ordeal  with  their  military  repatation  more 
firmlj  establiahed  than  ever.  Tprea  will  sorely  be  a 
place  of  pilgrimage  for  Canadiana  in  days  to  come, 
for  the  ground  npon  the  north  of  the  dty  and  also  ap<Hi 
the  south-eaat  ia  impeiiahably  aaaooiated  with  the 
martial  traditions  of  their  country.  The  battle  just 
described  is  the  most  severe  action  between  the  epic 
of  Loos  upon  the  one  side,  and  that  tremendous 
episode  in  the  south,  upon  the  edge  of  which  we  are 
now  standing. 

There  is  one  other  happening  of  note  which  may 
in  truth  be  taken  as  an  overture  of  that  gigantic 
performance.  This  was  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  upon  June  80,  the  eve  of  the  Somme  battie, 
in  which  the  Thirfy- ninth  Division,  supported 
by  guns  from  the  Thirty-fifth  and  Fifty-first 
IMvisions  upon  each  side  of  it,  attacked  the  German 
trenches  near  Riohebourg  at  a  spot  known  as  the 
Boar's  Head.  The  attack  was  so  limited  in  the 
troops  employed  and  so  local  in  area  that  it  can  only 
be  regarded  as  a  feint  to  take  the  Qerman  attention 
from  the  spot  where  the  real  danger  was  brewing. 

After  an  artillery  preparation  of  considerable 
intensity,  the  infant^  assault  was  delivered  by  the 
12th  and  13th  Royal  Sussex  of  the  lieth  Brigade. 
The  scheme  was  that  they  should  advance  in  three 
waves  and  win  their  way  to  the  enemy  siqiport 
line,  which  they  were  to  convert  into  the  British 
front  line,  while  the  divisional  pioneer  battalion,  the 
ISth  Gloeter,  was  to  join  it  up  to  ihe  existing  ^stem 
by  new  communication  trenches.  For  some  reason, 
however,  a  period  of  eleven  horns  seems  to  have 
elapsed  between  the  first  bombardment  and  the 
actual  attack.     The  latter  was  delivered  at  three 
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m  the  moming  after  »  fred,  bomUrdmrnt  of  only  o^.™ 
ten  minute..    So  ready  wte  the  Gennan.it  .n      ^ 
^/er  ha.  mnarW   that    h«l   .  rtrinTbeln 
tod  from  ib»  BritiA  batterie.  to  the  Qe2m^" 

fcJ^nS  "^i*  i"«**^"  *  ««»*  ^g^t  01  metal 
Byeiy  hind  of  high  explo«A  a,  ohiapnel  and  t«n«fc 
mortar  bomb,  rained  on  the  Lont  ^'^^^ 
the  «,mmmoation  trenche.  and  No  Man'.  Lwd  b 

ll^taon  to  a  mort  hellirfi  fire  of  m^Aine-ir^rS 
m^by  none  the  lew  advanced  with  SficenS 
ardour,  though  with  heavy  lone.  ChT!^^ 
the  QermanTont  li«e  tlihTthe^wrSf 
rndenoe  that  the  gun.  had  done  their^orwrS 
Je  oooupante  were  lying  in  heap..     The  in^VZ 

^^^^r  \?oJ?hr'"'n  ^^^^^. 

j^^uKiau,  jiew  of  them  were  taken  back  Two 
J«o»e«ye  kK»  were  captured,  but  the  loeTwexe^ 
hea^to  aUow  them  to  be  held,  and  the  trooM  t^ 
eventn^y  under  heavy  d.eU-fire  to  fall  baT^rthrir 

hu^^-'ired-wr'sTjrS 

many  of  their  comrade,  in  the  «.uS,  itT£S 
^very  camiot  overcome  coaditiorwhich  «e^ 

tto  61rt  Highland  Temtoiial  Division     Thi.  rf»™ 

feature  m  the  whole  epiwxle.  anoe  it  diowB^^Jtita 
object  wa.  attained  at  lea.t  to  the  verylL^^I 
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ch^ptiin  extent  of  holding  np  the  Oemuu  gnna.    ThoM  heavy 
'■       batteriee  npon  the  Sonune  might  well  have  modified 
OUT  suooeaeM  of  the  morrow. 

A  Mcond  attack  made  with  the  same  object  of  dis- 
tracting the  attention  of  the  Germans  and  holding  np 
their  guna  waa  made  at  an  earlier  date  at  a  point  called 
the  triangle  opporite  to  the  Double  Craasier  near  Looa. 
This  attack  waa  started  at  9.10  upon  the  evening  of 
June  10,  and  was  carried  out  in  a  most  valiant  faahion 
by  the  2nd  Rifles  and  part  of  the  2nd  Royal  Snisex, 
both  of  the  2nd  Brigade.  There  can  be  no  greater  trial 
for  troops,  and  no  greater  sacrifice  can  be  demanded 
of  a  soldier,  than  to  risk  and  probably  lose  his  life  in 
an  attempt  which  can  obviously  have  no  permanent 
result,  and  is  merely  intended  to  ease  pressure  else- 
where. The  gallant  stormers  reached  and  in  several 
places  carried  the  eneu'j's  line,  but  no  lasting  occupa- 
tion could  be  eSecied,  and  tliey  had  eventually  to 
return  to  their  own  line.  The  Riflemen,  who  were 
the  chief  sufferers,  lost  11  officers  and  200  men. 

A  word  should  be  said  as  to  the  raids  along  the 
lin;  of  the  German  trenches  by  which  it  was  hoped 
to  distract  their  attention  from  the  point  of  attack, 
and  also  to  obtain  precise  information  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  their  units.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether 
the  British  were  the  gainers  or  the  losers  on  balance 
in  these  raids,  for  some  were  successful,  while  some 
were  repelled.  Among  a  great  number  of  gallant 
attempts,  the  details  of  which  hardly  come  within 
the  scale  of  this  chronicle,  the  most  successful  perhaps 
were  two  made  by  the  0th  Highland  light  Infantry 
and  by  the  2nd  Welsh  Fusiliers,  both  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Division.  In  both  of  these  cases  very  extensive 
damage  was  done  and  numerous  prisoners  were  taken. 
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Battle  of  the  SoZe  a  3  STJ*  •*?•  "^^^^^ 
naval  hiatory  of  the  Lri^    ^"?^  ^  *"'*  "P<»  ^^o 

Th"  foot  in  itselfZlf  f^'?^  ^"^  •«fo"  it- 

lay.  -ce'S.:^oterS  £t "''  *''  ^'^'^ 
German  Eeet  wa«  Jn!!^  movements  of  the 

condition;  Iw^  r^""!,'"'"**'""  ''^  *!»«» 
balletin..whi?Z^i,r^*^,  °*  *'"  «"*»'« 

won  evexything.  claimed  it^Vw^rS'r:''"  ""^ 
who  had  won  nothing,  cla3  I™tS-  ^""' 
true  that  a  number  of^„k™      everything,    ft  ig 

«ilor.  dro^^StludL"  t^'Z  S.?'  °*  »" 
«t  the  ableat  of'ou,  yZge^iSl'^E^?'  ^7 
Qennan  accounts,  however  th«.-r^'  .  *"*  ''^  **« 
portion  to  their  toteTZnoS      *"^  ''^  ^  P™" 

•nd  we  haveTv,S*tSr?dS  ^r"^  '"^^' 
nnce  they  not  onlv  ^4.  *^*  *''^  accounts 

observatiL^L^Sfl^t"^"'  t""  '^''"'' 
official  account  »«.o',.".  ^**"*  *^«""  second 


as 


THE  BRITISH  CAMPAIGN,  1»1« 


I 


cttrtm  fight  thejr  wen  Mvad  from  totel  dMtraction  b^  tha 

'•      hua  of  evuiiig,  wad  flad  back  in  broken  unj  to 

'•^   thnr  porta,  kaving  the  North  Sea  now  aa  alwaya  in 

HI*/    Britiah  kae|nng.   At  the  aame  time  it  cannot  be  denied 

that  hen  aa  at  Coronal  and  tha  Falklanda  tha  Geiman 

ahipa  wen  well  fought,  the  gonnoy  waa  good,  and 

the  handling  of  the  fleet,  both  dniing  the  battle  and 

eapedally  nnder  the  difBouH  oiroumatanoea  of  the 

flight  in  the  daikneaa  to  avod  a  auperioi  fleet  between 

themaelTea  and  home,  waa  of  a  high  order.    It  waa  a 

good  dean  flght,  and  in  the  general  diagott  at  the 

flatulent  daima  of  the  Kaiaer  ud  hia  preaa  the  actual 

merit  of  the  Qerman  performance  did  not  perhapa 

reoeiTe  all  the  appreciation  which  it  deaenred. 


CHAPTER  II 

THB  BATTU  OF  TBI  aOMm 

^^^  "L*^^""^  "^  J^*  Can-  «.  Go,^ 
court,  Sem,  and  BMwnont  HumI      ^^ 

£?rr£S"f  ,.^°  P"*™"  •*  Verdun  which  c«. 
tod  TMched  a  high  point  in  June  caUed  inaistentlv      n™ 

toe  bne     With  a  fine  spirit  of  comradeship  Gener^ 
Haig  had  placed  himself  and  hi.  armies  aSabXte 

ZL    ^'™*  " "'^^''"'  "'*  wheA^couldS 
r^der  asnstance     The  solid  Joffre,  rt«,ng  «d  dJ 

rw  to  be  «aer  weakened  or  launched  prematurely  ™ 
T^  l^f«T  '^^^  at  the  e^S« 
Hebeheved  that  Verdun  could  for  the  time  lookS 
herself,  and  the  result  showed  the  dear^^  ofl^ 
v»on.  Meanwhile.heamassedaconsidTriSi 
^7.  containing  ^y  of  his  best  acti^SZT^ 
"ther  side  of  the  Somme.  General  FocHSl'  Z 
command.     They  formed  the   right  ^  7th^ 
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gieat  allied  foice  about  to  make  a  big  efiort  to 
bieak  oi  shift  the  iron  Geiman  line,  which  had  been 
built  up  with  two  yean  of  labour,  until  it  lepie- 
sented  a  tangled  TiBta  of  tienohee,  parapets,  and^ 
redoubts  mutually  supporting  and  bristling  with 
machine-guns  and  cannon,  for  many  miles  of  depth. 
Never  in  the  whole  course  of  history  have  soldiers 
been  confronted  with  such  an  obstacle.  Tet  from 
general  to  private,  both  in  the  French  and  in  the 
British  armies,  there  was  universal  joy  that  the  long 
stagnant  trench  life  should  be  at  an  end,  and  that 
the  days  of  action,  even  if  they  should  prove  to  be 
days  of  death,  should  at  last  have  come.  Our  con- 
cern is  with  the  British  forces,  and  so  they  are  here 
set  forth  as  they  stretched  upon  the  left  or  north  of 
their  good  allies. 

The  southern  end  of  the  whole  British  line  was 
held  by  the  Fourth  Army,  commanded  by  General 
Bawlinson,  an  officer  who  has  always  been  called 
upon  when  desperate  work  was  afoot.  His  army 
consisted  of  five  corps,  each  of  which  included  from 
three  to  four  divisions,  so  that  his  infantry  numbered 
about  200,000  men,  many  of  whom  were  veterans,  so 
far  as  a  man  may  live  to  be  a  veteran  amid  the 
slaughter  of  such  a  campaign.  The  Corps,  counting 
from  the  junction  with  the  French,  were,  the  Thir- 
teenth (Congreve),  Fifteenth  (Home),  Third  (Polteney), 
Tenth  (Moiiand),  and  Eighth  (Hunter  -  Weston). 
Their  divisions,  frontage,  and  the  objectives  will  be 
discussed  in  the  description  of  the  battle  itself. 

North  of  Bawlinson's  Fourth  Army,  and  touch- 
ing it  at  the  village  of  H6buteme,  was  Allenby's 
Third  Army,  of  which  one  single  corps,  the  Seventh 
(Snow),  was  engaged  in  the  battle.    This  added  three 
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divimoiu,  or  about  80,000  infantry,  to  the  nomben 

quoted  above. 

It  had  taken  months  to  get  the  troops  into  position, 

to  accumulate  the  guns,  and  to  make  the  cmoimous 
preparations  which  such  a  battle  must  entail.  How 
gigantic  and  how  miuute  these  are  can  only  be  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  work  of 
the  Btafh.  As  to  the  Chief  Stafi  of  all,  if  a  civilian 
may  express  an  opinion  upon  so  technical  a  matter,  no 
praise  seems  to  be  too  high  for  General  Eiggell  and  the 
others  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Sir  Douglas 
Haig,  who  had  successively  shown  himself  to  be  a  great 
Corps  General,  a  great  Aimy  leader,  and  now  a  great 
General-in-Chief.  The  preparations  were  enormous 
and  meticulous,  yet  everytiiing  ran  like  a  well-oiled 
piston-rod.  Every  operation  of  the  attack  was  prac- 
tised on  similar  ground  behind  the  lines.  New 
railheads  were  ma^e,  huge  sidings  constructed, 
and  great  dumps  accumulated.  The  corps  and 
divisional  stafEs  were  also  excellent,  but  above  all  it 
was  upon  those  hard-worked  and  usually  overlooked 
men,  the  sappers,  that  the  strain  fell.  Assembly 
trenches  had  to  be  dug,  double  communication 
trenches  had  to  be  placed  in  parallel  lines,  one  taking 
the  up-traffic  and  one  the  down,  water  supplies,  bomb 
shelters,  stafi  dug-outs,  poison-gas  arrangements, 
tunnels  and  mines — there  was  no  end  to  the  work  of 
the  sappers.  The  gunners  behind  kboured  night 
after  nii^t  in  hauling  up  and  concealing  their  pieces, 
while  day  after  day  they  deliberately  and  carefully 
registered  upon  their  marks.  The  question  of 
ammunition  supply  had  assumed  incredible  propor- 
tions. For  the  needs  of  one  sin^^e  corps  farty-six 
miles  of  motor-lonies  were  engaged  in  bringing  up 
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tte  Adk    Howeverj^  by  the  end  of  June  afl  w«  in  c™. 
place  and  ready.    The  bombardment  began  about      °^ 

JneM  and  WM  at  once  answered  by  aZman  one  liT 
«£  leaser  mtensity.    The  fact  tL<^t  the  attack  was  5^ 

™^twaseve^here]cnown.foritwasanu^y 
^poMble  to  make  such  preparations  and  oonoen^ 
faataon.  m  a  secret  &shion.  "Come  on.  we  are 
ready  for  youZ-was  hoisted  upon  placards  on  sevwa^ 

IvJS^  *""•*?•  The  result  was  to  show  tSS 
they  spoke  no  more  than  the  truth. 

There  were  Umits,  however,  to  the  German  appre- 

^on  of  the  plans  of  the  Allies.    They^r^ 

i^^^  ^e  north  and  their  plans,  which  coverJ 
more  aian  half  of  the  ground  on  which  the  atS 
actually  did  occur,  had  made  that  region  impreZT 

Mid  their  best  troops  were  there.  They  had  madTa 
far  less  elaborate  preparation,  however!  aTtiiTSnt 

Z  1  ^  ^f  "  '^'^  ^^y  -"PPJied  with  roads 
Jr  w«  before  the  matter  was  takS^  in  hand).^ 
the  Germans  may  weU  have  thought  that  n3aZ 
19)01.  a  great  scale  was  possible.  So  fTasSe  BW 
were  concerned  they  had  probaWyo^ttSS 
mm  credit  for  the  immense  reserve  vita%  which 
otLT  *°  '**"'•  .  ^*  ^""^  front- toS  Lu2 
rit«  wSr'  T'^,fi«=«d  by  a  great  bend  of  Se 

rtrj^^T*J"'P*^'""y'«*^«'-  Then  again 
rtis  wooded  broken  country  down  there,  and ^ 
good  concealment  for  masking  an  oSorffi 
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chirnn  Were  probably  the  reaoona  which  indnced  the  Germana 
to  make  a  miacalciilation  which  proved  to  be  an 
exceedingly  aerions  one,  converting  what  might  have 
been  a  Gwman  victory  into  a  great,  though  costly, 
Bucceas  for  the  Allies,  a  prelude  to  most  vital  results 
in  the  future. 

It  is,  as  already  stated,  difficult  to  effect  a 
surprise  upon  the  large  scale  in  modem  warfare. 
There  are  still,  however,  certain  departments  in 
which  with  en-^rgy  and  ingenuity  effects  may  be  pro- 
duced as  unforeseen  as  they  are  disconcerting.  The 
Air  Service  of  the  Allies,  about  which  a  book  which 
would  be  one  long  epic  of  heroism  could  be  written, 
had  been  (growing  stronger,  and  had  dominated  the 
situation  •  uring  the  last  few  weeks,  but  it  had  not 
shown  iu>  full  strengtli  nor  its  intentions  until  the 
evening  before  the  bombardment.  Then  it  disclosed 
both  in  most  dramatic  fashion.  Either  side  had  lines 
of  stationary  airships  from  which  shell-fire  is  observed. 
To  the  stranger  approaching  the  lines  they  are  the 
first  intimation  that  he  is  in  the  danger  area,  and  he 
sees  them  in  a  double  row,  extending  in  a  padnally 
dwindling  vista  to  either  horizon.  Now  by  a  sin^ 
raid  and  in  a  single  night,  every  observation  airship 
of  the  Germans  was  broug;ht  in  flan.es  to  the  earth. 
It  was  a  splendid  coup,  splendidly  carried  out. 
Where  the  setting  sun  had  shone  on  a  long  German 
array  tie  dawn  showed  an  empty  eastern  sky. 
Prom  that  day  for  many  a  month  the  Allies  had 
command  of  the  air  with  all  that  it  means  to  modem 
artillery.  It  was  a  good  omen  for  the  coming  fi^t, 
and  a  sign  of  the  great  efficiency  to  which  the  British 
Air  Service  under  General  Trenchaid  had  attained. 
The  various  types  for  scouting,  for  artillery  work, 
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far  niding,  and  for  fightiM  were  all  ™™  i,-  1.1 

wer  enroUed  among  her  guardiaM.    The  n.w  PE 
"^   and    a«,  de   Haviland    Biplane  '^2 

IJe  attack  had  been  planned  for  June  28.  but  the 

SSliZr  ^1^"°'"  t^*  it  was  put'oFu^S 
rt  ahonld  moderate,  a  change  which  waa  a  great  stra^ 

S3  "'  T^'t-    '""y  '  broke'^m*^ 
wwm  with  a  gentle  .outh-westem  breere.    The  day 

mtenae  fire  mtenaely  answered,  with  smoke  barraees 

StoiS^wtwT*^**''*^'^-  At  7.30  the  gu^ 
Uted^  the  whistles  blew,  and  the  eager  infantry  wZ 
oyer  the  parapets.  The  great  Battle  of  the  SiZ^ 
thefiercecnsM  of  Armageddon,  had  come.    InfoZ. 

eyentful  and  most  bloody  day  we  will  be^t  tte 
(Smw)  &oed  the  salient  of  Gommecourt 
rixt^J^S!^""^^  °^  ^  Thirty-seyenth,  Forty- 
iJ^^-'^^^O'*    The  former  ;«  St 
eWd  and  ky  to  the  north.    The  oth^^toS 
off  to  attack  aie  bulge  on  the  German  ShT^oS 
«rth  upon  the  north,  and  the  Fifty-sizdi  up^n  ^e 
««th  Witt  the  yilkge  of  GommecLt  as  E  ^! 
J^objectaye^   Both  were  well-tried  anrLl 
tomtotjal  umta^  tte  Forty-sixth  North  Midknd  bei^ 
^diyiaon  which  carried  the  HohenzoUem  Red3 
npMi  October  13,  1916,  while  the  Fifty-sixth  was 
"-de  up  of  the  old  London  territorial  Suor 
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which  had  Men  so  much  fij^ting  in  earlier  days  while 
(Msattered  among  ihe  regnlar  brigades.  Taldng  onr 
deicription  of  the  battle  alwayi  from  the  north  aid  d. 
the  line  we  shall  begin  with  the  attack  of  the  Forfy- 
Bxth  Divioion. 

The  aasanlt  was  carried  out  by  two  brigades,  each 
upon  a  two-battalion  front.    Of  these  the  187th 
Brigade   of    Stafiord    men   were   upon  the   ri^t, 
while  the   189th   Brigade   of   Sherwood   Foresters 
were  on  the  left,  each  accompanied  by  a  unit  of 
sappers.     The   138th   Brigade,  less  one  battalion, 
which  was  attached  to  the  137th,  was  in  reserve. 
The  attack  was  covered  so  far  as  possible  with 
smoke,  which  was  turned  on  five  minutes  before 
the  hour.    The  general  instructions  to  both  brigades 
were  that  after  crossing  No  Man's  Land  and  taking 
the  first  Qerman  line  they  should  bomb  their  way  up 
the  communication  trenches,  and  so  force  a  passage 
into   Gommecourt   Wood.    Each   brigade   was   to 
advance  in  four  waves  at  fifty  yards  interval,  with 
■ix  feet  between  each  man.    Warned  by  our  past 
ffiqMrienoe  of  the  wastage  of  precious  material,  not 
more  than  80  officers  of  each  battalion  were  sent 
forward  with  the  attack,  and  a  proportional  number 
of  N.C.O.'s  were  also  withheld.    Tho  average  equip- 
ment of  the  stormers,  here  and  elsewhere,  oondsted 
of  steel  helmet,  haversack,  water-bottb,  rations  for 
two  days,  two  gas  helmets,  tear-gog^es,  220  cart- 
ridges, two  twmbs,  two  sandbags,  entrenching  tool, 
wire-cutters,  field  dressings,  and  signal-flare.    With 
this  weight  upon  them,  and  with  trenches  which 
were  half  full  of  water,  and  the  ground  between  a 
morass  of  sticky  mud,  some  idea  can  be  formed  of 
the  strain  upon  the  infantry. 
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left  of  the  KfAK^^    CSuSs^oS* 
OMM  into  a  fet»i  W.-4.    /        . .       """i™  otaSoRU 

cTOMug  had  been  too  heavy  and  rt«  «rl!: 
unable  to  make  good  ThI  ^  u  ^7"*^ '^'^ 
Oennani,  and  X^a«St  ^IZ'"  ^<i  »>y  tl'e 
Stafford,  had  aT  wT^  J^^,  J^«  t'*! 
jr^u^ee.  but  in  their  c^e^Ly  tJloef  2 
heavily  that  they  weie  unable  toXrT^  Zt  f* 
which  waa  well  aid  stoutlydSlL     AtS   ^'*'  ' 

tomfio  a  barrage  between  the  Knee  that  it  wm  W^ 

:^^3dTsr,ssr^i-=- 

r.^H^9,^^KS^-dea3ly 

t'delTaT^irr'r'v^^'''^ 

withmaclS^2j!Jj^„„*^'^  ^''*  J^  d»«-o«te 
on  account  of  the  terrific  barrage  betw^thTw 
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Oum  In  this  oaae  the  stormen  were  completdj  trapped. 
JL     The  Sth  and  7th  Sherwood  Foresters  dashed  thnnigh 

i^  the  open  ground,  carried  the  trenches  and  poshed 
forward  on  their  fiery  career.  Instantly  the  barrage 
fell,  the  concealed  infantry  rose  behind  them,  and 
their  fate  was  sealed.  With  grand  valour  the  leading 
four  waves  stormed  their  way  up  the  communication 
trenches  and  beat  down  all  opposition  until  their  own 
dwindling  numbers  and  the  failure  of  their  bombs 
left  them  helpless  among  their  enemies.  Thus 
perished  the  fint  companies  of  two  fine  battalions, 
and  few  surrivors  of  them  ever  won  theii  way  back 
to  the  British  lines.  Brave  attempts  were  made 
during  the  day  to  get  across  to  their  aid,  but  all  were 
beaten  down  by  the  terrible  barrage.  In  the  evening 
the  Sth  Lincolns  made  a  most  gallant  final  efEoit  to 
reach  their  lost  comrades,  and  got  across  to  the 
Gierman  front  line  which  they  found  to  be  strongly 
held.  So  ended  a  tragic  episixie.  The  cause  which 
produced  it  was,  as  will  be  seen,  common  to  the  whole 
northern  end  of  the  line,  and  depended  upon  factors 
which  neither  officers  nor  men  could  control,  the  chief 
of  which  were  that  the  work  of  our  artillery,  both  in 
getting  at  the  trench  garrisons  and  in  its  counter- 
battery  effects  had  been  far  less  deadly  than  we  had 
expected.  The  losses  of  the  division  came  to  about 
2700  men. 

The  attack  upon  the  southern  side  of  the  Qomme- 
conrt  peninsula,  though  urged  with  the  utmost 
devotion  and  corresponding  losses,  had  no  more  - 
success  than  that  in  the  north.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  unfortunate  repulse  of  the  137th  Brigade 
upon  their  left,  occurring  as  it  did  while  the  lifty- 
sixth   Division   was   still   advancing,    enabled   the 
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Jnn.li.  to  oonoenteate  their  gun.  «rf  reierve.  upon  ch,™ 
ti»  Londone«.  but  knowing  what  we  know  it^  ^^ 
h«dly  be  unagined  that  under  «,y  circun,;^*^  riT 
with  fcdure  upon  either  «de  of  them.  thTSTn  5^ 
««ld  have  held  the  captured  ground,    ^p^^  '  ** 
Uon.  for  the  attack  had  been  .^e  with  ^^Z^ 
a^f«»  two  .ucce«ivenight»  a.  many  TsoTS 

doM  with  TOoh  duwiplined  sUenoe  that  there  wwe 
»2»0"  than  flO  caaualtiea  aU  told.  STie^ 
Brigade  wa.  left  m  reserve,  having  already  suffered 
h«iydy    whde    holding   the    watef-loffiS^  ^^ 

fil^??T  *'°'"'  ^  '*«*  '2  officers  and  300  me^ 
from  tius  cau«^  proportion  which  may  give  some 
^ea  of  what  the  heavy  British  hombJ^Z^y 
tt*""^*  *^  *^«  O*™--^-  The  advance  ^ 
b«iig  on  the  nght  and  the  169th  upon  the  left 

2^^  ,1^*^  '^^  "'«  ^^  London  SnS^ 
f^e  leading  battalions  of  the  168th,  whTttl 
WMtamrters  and  Victorias  led  the  169th  with  S 

Si^S  n"*'/?'"'^'"'  2nd  London  «I 
i^ndonKifle  Brigade  m  support.  The  advance  was 
S^^Tw'",^''  fieiy  dash^tOi  which  SXkT^ 

£l^!^rn?*'''T^''^-  The  first,  second,  and 
ttnd  Germanlmes  of  trench  were  successively  ca^ed 

1^  rt  was  ncrt  until  they,  or  those  of  them  whT^S 
left,  had  reached  the  fourth  line  that  they  were  hd? 

^Bpwv^ded  with  bombs-H.  terrible  obstacle  for  a 

wttoedhne  of  weary  and  often  wounded  men.    The 

KTor  il'^r'"'- J"^*^  now  had  their  rea^ 
M«»  Clear,  or  ha  ^  there  been  a  shadow  of  support 
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f^m  tlMM  determined  men  would  ksve  bnnt  the  only 

—    burier  which  held  them  from  Gommeoonrt.    Bnt 

2^     the  iteel  oirtun  of  the  buiage  had  doeed  down 

•rtk.     behind  them,  «nd  everjr  ovetran  trenoh  wu  — <ihg 

oat  iti  Imrking  ooonpantB  ti)  fixe  into  thtii  defanoelMi 
beoks.    Bombe,  too,  are  cMentiid  in  looh  a  oombat, 
and  bomba  miut  ever  be  renewed,  linoe  few  can  be 
carried  at  a  time.    For  long  boon  the  straggle  went 
on,  but  it  waa  the  pitiful  attempt  of  heroio  men  to 
portpone  that  retreat  which  wu  inevitable.    Few  of 
the  advanced  line  ever  got  back.    The  8rd  London, 
particularly,  sent  forward  aeveral  hundnxi  men  with 
bomb^  but  hardly  any  got  aoroM.   Sixty  London  Scot* 
started  on  the  aame  terrible  errand.    In  the  late  after- 
noon the  remains  of  the  two  brigades  were  back  in 
the  British  front  line,  having  done  all,  and  more  than 
all,  that  brave  soldiers  could  be  expected  to  do.    The 
losses  were  very  heavy.     Never  has  the  manhood 
of  London  in  one  sin^e  day  sustained  so  grievous  a 
loss.    It  is  such  hours  which  test  the  very  soul  of  the 
soldier.    War  is  not  all  careless  slang  and  jokes  and 
cigarettes,  though  such  superficial  sides  of  it  may 
amuse  the  public  and  catch  the  eye  of  the  descrip- 
tive writer.    It  is  the  most  desperately  earnest  thing 
to  which  man  ever  sets  his  hand  or  his  mind.    Many 
a  hot  oath  and  many  a  frenzied  prayer  go  up  from 
the  battie  line.    Strong  men  are  shaken  to  the  soul 
with  the  hysteria  of  weaklings,  and  balanced  brains 
are  dulled  into  vaoar-v  or  worse  by  the  dreadful 
sustained  shook  of  it.    ^iie  more  honour  then  totJiose 
who,  broken  and  wearied,  still  hold  fast  in  the  &oe 
of  all  that  human  flesh  abhors,  bracing  their  spirits 
by  a  sense  of  sddieriy  duty  and  personal  honour  which 
is  strong  enou|^  to  prevail  over  death  itsdf . 
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•nawM  WM  fonnd  tied  on  to  the  bwbedwi^;.  *i^ 

i^-:^a.-iftits^^M 

SevBnth  Corp..  ^nS^n^  *^°  '^**~*  »*  «»e 

^theS.potx?2,Sz.Sr 

famt.  thereby  mteSv  I^L^   T"^  **  ^"^ 
wWiih   were  proSi   S^^  "*  ?"*  operatioM 

and  eren  while  we  monm  over  ih^hZ   1 1 '       *""• 
Anny  Corp.  upon  the^^Sg^f  t^  m7 F^ 

Older  to  aarare  the  advance  o^^lwL  .      "* 

~-~ia.  .to  a.  «.«tTo"h57JS  t*^f 
•comnnJation  of  ouna  .„.!  «,-,. "»"  P«>ntwi  by  the 

m  <«d«  to  buriS  wtXL^  "^"^  *^*«- 
It  ii  TMM-M.  +1.  4.T       ^  tarough  the  German  line 

betheirniin.  ***  *°  ****"*»!»«*  Proved  to 
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The  Bigbth  Oorpa,  a  mognifiomt  body  of  troopa, 
waa  nnder  the  oonunand  of  Qenenl  Sir  Ajlmar 
Hnnter-Wetton.  It  ooiuifted  of  the  Forty-ei^th 
South  Uidlutd  Teiritoiukl  Divinon,  th«  Foorih 
Regular  Diviaon,  the  Twenty-ninth  Regular  Diviaion, 
and  the  Thirty-firat  Diviiion  of  the  New  Army. 
Their  front  extended  from  Hibnteme  in  the  north, 
where  they  joined  on  to  the  I^fty-aizth  Diviaion,  down 
to  a  point  just  north  of  the  Ancre,  and  it  faoed.  the 
very  strong  German  positions  of  Serre  in  the  north,  and 
of  Beaumont  Hamel  in  the  centre.  The  latter  was  an 
exceptionally  difficult  place,  for  it  contained  enormous 
quarries  and  excavations  in  which  msisM  of  Qermans 
could  remain  conceatBd,  almost  immune  to  shell-fire 
and  ready  to  sally  out  when  needed.  In  spite  of  the 
terrific  bombardment  the  actual  damage  done  to 
the  enemy  was  not  excessive,  and  neither  his  numbers, 
his  moral,  nor  his  guns  had  been  seriously  diminished. 

The  order  of  battle  was  as  follows :  the  Forty- 
eighth  Division  was  in  reserve,  save  for  the  148rd 
Warwick  Brigade.  Of  this  brigade  two  battalions, 
the  Sth  and  0th  Warwicks,  were  placed  on  a  defensive 
line  with  orders  to  hold  the  trenches  for  about  a  mile 
south  of  Hibuteme.  The  7th  and  8th  Warwicks  were 
attached  to  the  Fourth  Division  for  the  assault. 

Immediately  south  of  the  defensive  line  held  by 
the  two  Warwick  battalions  was  the  Thirty-first 
Division,  having  Serre  for  ita  objective.  South  of  this, 
and  opposite  to  Beaumont  Hamel,  was  the  Fourth,  and 
south  of  this  again  was  the  Twenty-ninth  Division, 
which  had  returned  from  the  magnificent  failure  of 
the  Dardanelles,  bearing  with  it  a  hi(^  reputation 
for  efficiency  and  valour.  Incorporated  with  it  was 
a  regiment  of  Newfoundlanders,  men  recruited  from 
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jjow  the  .b«,l„te  unpo«bility  oT  J.tS^t^ 

»n.  and  roany  a  g«at  BritiTSS '  ""e^tS  "! 

wch  r«=ord  of  tenacity  and  milit«y  ^T  ° 

At  a  quarter  part  five  the  ««aulting  line,  were  in 

•moke  and  artillery  barrage,  were  releaaed  At  7  an 
M  enonnou.  mine,  which  had  been  ruHndef  nlf 
tt«B  ^onbt  in  front  of  the  PonrTMl^n^:.- 
««pIoded.  and  a  monrtrou.  column  of  ^  ^^ 
the  Moompanying  shock  of  an  earthSui^^r!? 

W  a«ault  againrt  the  German  trenche. 

Before  giving  in  detail  the  circumrtance.  whinl. 
J<»rmmed  the  re^lt  in  each  divi^oHlTbe  JS^ 

:^  in  an  Jl^'for^^rof^^L^TS 

=pied^.rjLSi:--H 

««  courage  was  .hown  bv  reimlars  t*,^+„,;  1         , 
WM-ny  difference  between  them.    In  each  c.«X 
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c*-™.  the  Qeniuuu  met  the  aMult  with  detennined  valour; 
m  e«jh  oa»  the  Buooeaeive  linee  of  trenches  were  more 
rtKmgJjr  held,  and  the  aasailantB  were  attacked  from 
tiie  rear  by  thoee  vrho  emerged  from  the  dag:^ts 
behind  them,  and  above  all  in  each  caae  a  moat 
mnideroua  artillery  fiie  was  opened  from  a  semi- 
rade  all  round  the  Qerman  poeition,  bnt  especially 
from  one  huge  aocnmulation  of  heavy  guns,  aaid  to 
number  a  hundred  batteries,  stationed  on  the  high 
ground  near  Bncquoy  and  commanding  the  British 
position.    These  guns  formed   successive  lines  of 
barrage  with  shrapnel  and  high  explosives,  one  of 
them  about  200  ywds  behind  the  British  line,  to  cut 
off  the  supports;  another  00  yards  behind;  another 
80  yards  in  front ;  and  a  fourth  of  shrapnel  which 
was  under  observed  control,  and  followed  the  troops 
m  their  movements.    The  advanced  lines  of  assault 
were  able  in  most  cases  to  get  through  before  these 
bwrages  were  effectively  established,  but  they  made 
it  diflficult,  deadly,  and  often  impossible  for  the  lines 
who  followed. 

None  the  less  it  is  the  opinion  of  skilled  observers 
that  the  shell-fire  alone,  however  heavy,  could  not 
have  taken  the  edge  from  the  inexorable  insistence 
of  the  British  attack.  It  is  to  the  skill  and  to  the 
personal  gallantry  of  the  German  machine-gunners 
that  the  result  is  to  be  traced.  The  bombardment 
of  the  German  line  had  been  so  severe  that  it  was 
hoped  that  most  of  the  machine-guns  had  been  rooted 
out.  So  indeed  they  had,  but  they  had  been  with- 
drawn to  the  safety  of  excavations  in  the  immediate 
war.  Sui^pecting  this,  the  Briti  H  artiUery  sprayed 
the  ground  behind  the  trenches  with  showers  of 
shrapnel. to  prevent  thnx  bong  brought  forward 
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tfce  gunner..  who4«S  fl^"i*  *°  "Wne  c^ 
««rf' pieces  at  the  S:^StS^-tir*»'«-W  i 
v«non.  parapet,  and  pobte  of  ^fTT^"^.-*^'  ^ 
Wffwdlew  of  their  own  loZ  LJ^^^^""-  ''^'^  ^ 
fi«»  upon  the  infaSlT'th^^^^lf '^*^''»»«  ^ 
War^^mbergen,  y^eToZ    5.1,  ^^    "*•**  ''~^« 

mowinnhToprr^P^'l.'^PPi^,  fat.  but 
"I  cannot,"  s^  a  «M,*T„r*^  '  *J^^«  »*  ^ted- 
whole  «*;«,  "adeSS  ^''  ''^^  ""^^y*^  «>« 
for  the  BritU  WS^i.,:^"^,  "^y  «l°>i»tion 
who  stood  up  und«  sSh^T*'  "J*"  *^'«  Q*""""" 
tk«u."  It  wrted™"l^'*^>™8e*«°PPo« 
ehosen  childre^o  Sn  S^L^?*^  between "Z 
lu-  dech«ed  th.^  ^hi^  ^"^  ?«*?««"  Cramb 
weU  rejoice.      "**  *^*"^  gods  of  virility  might 

from  that  of  ^e  S  S  °- i**^"  «""«**'  '««»lt 

were  linked  up  bv  t^Zr^"*^  "*  *^*  "»'«'.  who 

■Hie  ThiSli^M^2  '^^''^''°**^''W"wi<*». 

BSghth^nT^Of  ,r  "  '^  °°  *^«'  '"^  o*^ 

Sand^-»,S  ^trr  *^*'  '*"«^  «« 
in  reserve.    The  Q^h^).       '^•»' '^t^  *>»  "Stad 

^«*>».  18U.  we:t"Si;''ti'^rf8th"'^K"*^ 

WM  on  the  light,  the  94ih  fli  j*     T*  ^^bams, 

«d  Lancaster,,  waTon  S'li     ir**  ."*^  ^"'^ 
>«««de  upon  a  front  rf  ttV         ^  •^^"«»  wm 

to  three  pace.  int«ay^     (T^  ^^^  «*«»«'«' 
b«ttolions;««  Z^J  J^  ^  '<*  the  leading 

York  and  WaZj  Set?^  ^""T^  "^  "^ 
"™»«ers.  the  latter  on  the  extreme  left 
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of  the  whole  diyision.    That  this  poaitioii  with 
e^wsed  f -Jik  was  the  place  of  honoui  and  of 
danger,  may  be  beat  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
colonel  and  six  orderlies  were  the  only  men  who  oonfil 
be  collected  of  this  heroic  Sheffield  battalion  npon 
the  next  morning.    On  the  right  the  leading  troops 
were  the  16th  and  leth  West  Torks.    These  grand 
North-oonntiymen  swept  across  No   Man's  Land, 
dressed  as  if  on  parade,  followed  in  succession  by  the 
remaining  battalions,  two  of  which,  the  13th  and 
14th  York  and  Lancasters,  were  the  special  town 
units  of  Bamaley  and  Leeds.    "  I  have  never  seen 
and  could  not  have  imagined  such  a  magnificent 
display  of  gallantry,  discipline,  and  determination," 
said  the  observer  who  was  been  already  quoted.    The 
men  fell  in  lines,  but  the  survivors  with  backs  bent, 
heads  bowed,  and  rifles  at  the  port,  neither  quickened 
nor  slackened  their  advance,  but  went  forward  as 
though  it  was  rain  and  not  lead  whidi  lashed  them. 
Here  and  elsewhere  the  Qermah  machine-gunners 
not  only  lined  the  parapet,   but  actually  rushed 
forward  into  the  open,  partly  to  get  a  flank  fiie,  and 
partly  to  come  in  front  of  the  British  bamge.    Before 
the  blasts  of  bullets  the  lines  melted  away,  and  the 
ever-decreaaing  waves  only  reached  the  parapet  hoe 
and  there,  lapping  over  tibe  spot  where  the  Gennan 
front  lines  had  been,  and  sinking  for  ever  upon  the 
farther  aide.    About  a  hundred  gallant  men  of  the 
East  lABcashires,  favoured  perhaps  by  some  curve  in 
the  ground,  got  past  m<ne  than  one  line  of  trenches, 
and  a  few  desperate  individuals  even  burst  their  way 
as  far  as  Serre,  giving  a  false  impression  that  the  village 
was  in  oar  hands.    But  the  losses  bad  been  so  heavy 
that  the  wei^t  and  momentum  had  gone  out  of  the 
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wwe  back  i^S  "1    *?l*7''***^"«''»8««l«  «^ 

what  befeU  them     iC,  f^  ™    •    T***  *^^  "P"" 
^Jivi^ion  toth?;roa^.^rXh?S 

th.  Irt  Ea^  Cc?  tT;  m d  ''T  *""  '^*' 
8th  Warwiclm   »fc!:  •   ™^  Bngwie.  and  the 
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cmima  the  galluit  Frowse,  who  fell  hit  by  s  ehell  eedy  in  the 
"■  aaiault,  calling  aitei  his  troopB  that  thej  should 
Dm  lemember  that  they  were  the  Stonewall  Brigade.^ 
of  Oh  The  attack  was  praased  with  incredible  lesolntion, 
*'''^-  and  met  with  severe  losses.  Again  the  front  line 
waa  oacried  and  again  the  thin  fringe  of  survivors 
had  no  weight  to  drive  the  assault  forward,  whilst 
they  had  no  cover  to  shelter  them  in  the  mined 
lines  which  they  had  taken.  The  Somerset  men  Lad 
the  honour  of  reaching  the  farthest  point  attained 
by  the  division.  "  If  anytihing  wants  shifting  the 
Somersets  will  do  it."  So  said  their  General  before 
the  action.  But  both  their  flanks  wen  in  the  air, 
and  their  position  was  an  impossible  one,  while 
the  right  of  the  attack  north  of  Beaumont  Hamel 
had  been  entirely  held  up.  Two  units  of  the  10th 
Brigade  advanced  about  9  o'clock  on  the  right, 
and  two  of  the  12th  on  the  left.  These  were  in 
their  order,  the  Snd  Dublins,  8nd  Seaforths,  Snd 
Essex,  tnd  Ist  King's  Own  Lancasters.  All  went 
forward  with  a  will,  but  some  could  not  get  beyond 
their  own  front  trenches,  and  few  got  over  the  German 
line.  All  the  weight  of  their  blood  so  lavishly  and 
cheerfully  given  could  not  tilt  the  scale  towards 
victcny.  fflowly  the  survivors  of  the  Somersets  and 
Bifle  Brigade  were  beaten  back  with  clouds  of  bombers 
at  their  heels.  The  8th  Warwioka,  who,  with  some 
of  the  eth  Warwicks,  had  got  as  far  forward  as  any  of 
the  supporting  line,  could  not  torn  tbs  tide.  Late 
in  the  aftemo<»i  the  assault  had  definitely  failed,  and 
1km  fsnainder  were  back  in  their  own  front  tmohas, 
wbioh  had  now  to  be  organised  against  1i»  veay 
possible  counter-attack.  Only  two  battaBona  of  the 
division  remained'  intact,  and  the  ~ 
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Gewral  ProwBe,  Colonel  the  Hon.  0.  W.  Palk  of  the  Qu™ 
BJl^h^-^Colond  Thiols  of  the  Zl^  ^" 
CJjd  Wood  of  tie  Mfle  Brigade,  and  cS  t.:^ 
R^  of  the  fltii  WarwickB,  aU  killed:    wlX  ^ 

t^Seafortij^  and  Ctanm  of  the  Eart  Uno«Li 
^  wonnded.  For  a  long  time  a  portion  of  the 
enemye  trench  ww  held  by  mized  nnke.  but  it  was 

donedmtheevemng.  Prom  the  afternoon  onwa«Li 
»opo«ble  oonr«,  aave  defence  wa.  open  to  General 
I«nbton.  jniere  was  considerable  an^  about  one 
ompany  of  Irid,  Puailiet.  who  were  i7a  dSch2 

g^b«ik  next  morning,  bringing  ^th  them  not 
oDfy  their  wounded  but  some  prWa 

wJTT^^J!?  ^.'^  °*  ^  *■»'«*•'  IMyiaon 
ZJLk  ?  Twenty-mnth  DiTision>  from  GaUipolL 
wbch  nvalled  m  ite  constancy  and  exceeded  in^S 

»TJj.^«^ri^'"T''*^'«*-  The  seth  Brigade 
Jjdtte  87th  formed  the  first  line,  with  the  Sin 

w..'teZl*l'*^VP?''*^'''^*«**h«<«vision 
wLvTt  ^  *^  i?*  Iniuskilling  Fusiliers  and  the 
JWA  Borderers,  while  the  van  upon  the  left  wm 

£ZLL^  ^.^^  ^'^  *^^  and  the  1^ 
J-noadnre  Pusihers.    The  other  battalions  of  the 
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brigades  fanned  the  aupporting  line,  and  two  battaJiom 
of  the  88th  Brigade,  the  Eaeex  and  the  Newfoond- 
landen,  weie  also  diawn  into  the  fight,  so  that,  at  IB^ 
the  Fourth  Division,  onlj  two  battalions  nmained 
intact  at  the  close,  the  nucleus  upon  which  in  each 
case  a  new  division  had  to  be  formed. 

Upon  the  explosion  of  the  great  mine  already 
mentioned  two  platoons  of  the  2nd  Royal  Fusiliers 
with  machine-guns  and  Stokes  mortars  rushed  forward 
to  seize  the  crater.  They  got  the  near  lip,  but  the 
enemy  were  already  in  possession  of  the  far  side,  and 
no  further  advance  could  be  made.  At  this  point, 
and  indeed  at  nearly  4JI  points  down  the  line,  the 
wire  was  found  to  have  been  very  thoroughly  cut  by 
the  artiUery  fire,  but  for  some  reason  our  own  wire 
had  not  been  cut  to  the  same  extent  and  was  a  serious 
obstacle  to  our  own  advance. 

Parties  of  the  leading  regiments  were  speedily  up 
to  the  German  front-line  trench,  but  their  advance 
beyond  it  was  delayed  by  the  fact  that  the  dug-outs 
were  found  to  be  full  of  lurking  sddiers  who  had 
intended  no  doubt  to  rush  out  and  attack  the  stormem 
in  the  rear,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Forty-sizth  and  Fifty- 
nxth  Divisions  in  the  north,  but  who  were  discovered 
in  time  and  had  to  fight  for  their  lives.  These  m«n 
were  cleared  out  upon  the  right,  and  the  advance  then 
made  some  progress,  but  on  the  left  by  9  o'clock  the 
80th  Brigade  had  been  completely  held  up  by  a 
murderous  machine-gun  fire  in  front  of  Beaumont 
Hamel,  a  position  which,  as  already  explained, 
presented  peculiar  difficulties.  The  Essex  and  New- 
foundland men  of  the  88th  Brigade  were  ordered 
forward  and  charged  with  such  splendid  resolution 
that  the  advance  was  carried  forward  again,  and  tito 
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^S^  Sr«^  *'*'  "'*'  '^««-    By  10.15  the  c^ 
M«i*toe«]»d  become  so  great,  however.  throu«h      °^ 

ttat  the  attack  could  not  poasibly  reach  ite  obiectiv*^  "^ 

h«lf-p«rti  ten  the  action  had  rewlved  i^Ui  <■  ^ 
^-b«dment  of  tHe  Ger^  ^r^et^",!" 
•^  the  a«anlt  had  definitely  fidled.  TheTw^  S 
«»hBngade  and  the  87th  Brigade  were  eqnX 

2ilir  'i*^  ^"v  p^'p^  *o  *tt«'k  with  sT 

E  i^f!^°"'^^*^^''^P«^«dtheDiviS 
m»,  M  no  advance  was  allowed 

li,»f  „w  *^^  *i*  *^"'  Twenty-ninth  Division  had 
hved  up  to  their  fame,  but  a  special  word  ahonU 
be  «d  of  the  Newfoundfanders.^  in  Se^"^ 
wtaon^kept  p««  with  the  veteran,  beside  thT 
^ttahon  of  fishermen,  lumbermen,  and  farnS 
Foved  once  more  the  grand  stuff  which  is  bredo^ 
Je  sea-the  stuff  which  Bemhardi  dismisS  H 
wntemptuous  paragraph.    "  They  attacked  regardless 
«f  loss,  movmg  forward  in  extended  ord^waw 
Wand^ve.    It  was  a  magnificent  exhibition^ 
JS^  courage/'    WeU  might  General  Ste^! 

To  W  men  cheermg  as  they  did.  after  undergoing 
"d«  M  expMtenoe.  and  in  the  midst  of  such  mud 

^i.T'J^  r"  P"*"*^  *«  ^""^  «»«  command  of 
••"ok.battahon."    The  lo,««  of  the  Newf o3Se« 
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LoMM  an  ahntTi  the  indoz  of  til* 
■onow  cbewliare,  bat  when  thajr  bll  lo  hMTily  i^oi^k 
■null  oommnnity,  when  evoy  m»n  jUmj*  •  vital  pm 
and  knows  bu  neigkbonr,  they  m  pwtionlAriy  dii- 
twring,  From  Cape  Raoe  to  the  ooaat  of  Labndn 
than  waa  pride  and  moanung  over  that  day.  The 
total  lonea  of  the  diyjnon  were  heavy,  and  indiided 
Ocdomeb  Fierce  and  Ellia  of  the  TwiiMlriiiing«  ud 
Borderen. 

It  mwt  have  been  with  a  heavy  heart  that  Geneial 
Hnntei^Weeton  lealiaed,  with  the  appioaeh  of  ni^t, 
that  each  of  bia  divisions  had  met  with  mob  loasee 
that  the  renewal  of  the  attack  was  impoiBble.  He, 
his  Divisional  Oonunandeis,  his  o£Bcen  and  his  men 
had  done  both  in  their  dispositions  and  in  their  snbse- 
qnent  actions  everything  which  wise  leaders  and  brave 
soldiers  could  poasiMy  aocomplisL  If  a  critidai 
could  be  advanced  it  would  be  that  the  attack  was 
urged  with  such  determined  valour  that  it  would  not 
take  No  until  long  after  No  was  the  inevitable  answer. 
But  grim  persistence  has  won  many  a  fi|^t,  and  no 
leader  who  is  worthy  to  lead  can  ever  have  an  excess 
of  it  They  were  up  against  the  impossible,  as  were 
their  companions  to  right  and  left.  It  is  nty  to 
recognise  it  now,  but  it  could  not  be  proved  until 
it  had  been  tested  to  the  uttermost.  Could  other 
tactic^  other  equipment,  ottter  methods  of  guarding 
the  soldiers  have  brought  them  across  the  fatal  open 
levds  !  It  may  be  m,  and  can  again  only  be  tried 
by  testing.  But  this  at  least  was  proved  for  all  time, 
that,  given  dear  ground,  unshaken  tooops,  prqiared 
positions,  and  am|de  artillery,  no  human  &n  and  no 
human  hardihood  can  ever  hope  to  break  such  a 
defensive  line.    It  should  be  added  that  hoe  as 
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tfcaa  It  iMoanu  at  »  Uter  <UtMr«  «dinii.bto  both      °^ 

wooided  tiikt  under  ite  luunimr  bkmi  tin  Gtmuui  J?S|: 
ta«d«  kipt  moDMntMily  ohwiging  th«r  du«»,  " 
wMe  titt  buiag.  wm  m  thick  .nd  •ooui.tettd 
tte  Utmg  M  weU-tomed  m  could  have  beoi  wiahed 
There  wm  no  lUokneM  anywhere,  either  in  piepmi 
tron  or  in  perfomumoe,  and  nothing  but  th»  afaMlute 
|fflpo«lMlity  of  the  tadc  undwTSirting^onditioM 
wood  m  the  way  of  Buoceaa. 
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AtUek  of  the  Tmth  Mid  Thiid  Cotpi,  Jnlj  1,  1916 


It  ooDdoot  a<  tb*  WaUt  DiTWon— Imigal  i 
liifan*— AdTMiM  of  Thirty-Moond  DirMon— AdTUM  ol  ] 
DtrWoa— AdnoM  d  lUrtj-iowth  DiHrioa— Th*  Ut^k>t- 
point  «<th*lM 

Moblakd'b  Tenth  Coip*  conaiated  of  the  Thirty-sixth, 
Forty-ninth,  and  Thirty-Mcond  Diviaions.     It  Uy 
between  Hunter- Weston's  Eighth  Corps  upon  the  left 
and  PnlteneT's  Third  Corps  upon  the  right.     It 
covered  •  front  from  a  mile  north  of  Hamel  to  a 
mile  north  of  Ovilleis.    At  its  northern  end  it  was 
eat  by  the  riyer  Anore,  a  sluggiBh  canalised  stream, 
mnning  between  two   artificial  dykes   which  the 
Qeimaas  periodioallj  cut  by  their  artillery  fire  and 
the  British  mended  as  best  they  might.    This  sector 
of  attack,  together  with  the  one  fardier  south  which 
&oed  the  Third  Corps,  presented  peculiar  difScolties 
to  the  assailants,  as  the  ground  sloped  upward  to  the 
strong  village  of  Thiepval  with  the  ridge  behind 
it,  ttom  which  Glerman  guns  could  sweep  the  whole 
long  g^ads  of  approach.    Nowhere  were  there  more 
gallttit  efbrts  for  a  dednon  and  nowhere  were  they 
motehopeleM. 
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3  2!r^  P^?^.  *  •«'*«  ''ko  combine,  the  Am  -^ 
ij£!    f  ""^^  *^'  "^^^y  «f  the  other.    TW 

!M^«  ^P****^'"'  i«  which  they  have  Uved 
«d  the  difficult  e«,nomicd  cixcun^Lce.  S 
i^tZ^''^'^  •?  "  wmwkable  .  w,y.  Lew. 
Vm  unhappy  c^  rtrife  they  h«l  Aoto  theb 
m-^uahtiee^  now  upon  .  nobler  ^  wid« 
■togetiwywewdertmedtoconfinnthem.    It  might 

«U«em  mvidiou.  to  pve  the  pdm  to  any  one  oTSa 
hand,  of  heroe.  who  died  their  blood  like  water  on 
^ope.  of  Kcarfy.  but  at  leaet,  all  ^.Idie^^odS 
■giw  that  among  them  all  there  wa.  not  one  whi^ 
««««  at  it.  highert  claim  more  than  \Z^{ 
•daevement  that  day  with  the  men  of  UlSr^  "' 

«J2^n'S.'°*'^°*  *^  *"'^'»'  ^  the  German 
poBbon  from  Beaucourt-mir-Ancie  on  the  north  to 
the  northern  edge  of  Thiepval.  When  the IgnS 
~  pven  the  two  leading  brig^ie^  the  lOSthTd 
the  Wth.  came  away  at  a  deliberate  pace  whM 
?^fa«ri  mto  the  ruri.  of  a  relea«d  tC^tS 

Z,  I^^^^r  ?*  *^'«™*"  trenches.  « IW 
were  hke  bloodhound,  off  the  leadi."  Like  even^ 
ooe  elM  they  were  horribly  Kourged  by  daaS 

!»dm^firea.theyrui.i3^b^t3^  » 

5  J^that  «>me  curve  in  the  ground  favouredpS  ^ 

rfa^r  Ime.  or  whatever  the  cau«.  they  Buffered  !«. 

tttt  tltt  otW  divMon<^  and  .truck  on  4  the  Qeri 
fertlme  wrth  tieir  fuU  dutttering  momentui^S 
tittough  It  a.  though  it  were  paper.    ThTK 
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BIigkl^  oouiatuig  of  tlie  0th  hUk  Fniilien  and  the 
nth,  19th,  ud  ISth  Iiiah  RiilM,  wm  on  the  left. 
Twoof  theee,  the  Foalien  end  one  of  the  biih  Rifle 
bftttalione,  wen  on  the  north  aide  of  the  Aaon,  ud 
weie  acting  nther  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Diviaon 
iqpon  their  left  than  with  thor  own  oomradea  on  the 
lif^t  This  detachment  fought  all  day  lide  by  eide 
with  the  regulan,  made  their  way  at  one  time  right 
np  to  Beanooort  Station,  and  had  finally  to  retire  to 
their  own  trenches  togetiier  with  the  rest  of  the  line 
north  of  the  Anore.  Next  morning  the  sorrivors 
erossed  the  Anore,  and  from  then  onwards  the  Eighth 
Onps  extended  so  as  to  take  over  thk  ground. 

South  of  the  Anor0  the  two  remaining  battalions 
of  the  108th  Brigade,  and  the  whole  of  the  107th 
Brigade,  consisting  of  the  8th,  9th,  10th,  and  ISth 
WA  Rifles,  advanced  upon  a  front  of  8000  yards. 
TlM  men  had  lost  very  heavily  in  the  assembly 
trenches,  and  two  companies  of  the  10th  Irish  Rifles 
had  dwindled  to  two  platoons  before  ever  they  got 
dear  of  the  shattered  wood  in  which  Oiey  gathered. 
None  the  less,  the  fire  and  fuiy  of  their  onset  was 
terrific  and  sustained.  "  The  place  was  covered  with 
mwfce  anu  the  explosion  of  heavy  shells,"  says  one 
who  saw  the  scene  from  a  front  observation  post. 
"  I  felt  that  no  attack  was  possible,  when  suddenly 
out  of  the  clouds  I  saw  men  advancing  as  if  on  parade, 
quite  sloMy.  It  seemed  impossible,  and  yet  they 
went  on,  stormed  at  on  the  left  by  hi^  exploaive  and 
shrapnel,  and  on  the  right  by  enfilade  machine-gun 
Hn.  Suddenly  they  chuged,  and  when  I  could  next 
see  tiirough  the  clouds  on  the  slope  (less  than  a  mile 
away)  I  saw  tiiat  they  had  taken  the  front  trench, 
and  in  another  minute  the  trench  behind  was  tW"" 
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with  the  «„.  fury  with  aSyS     Zt 
u>g  vp  into  plutooiu  in  .^iuIlT  B'UiCh- 

TKm...  iL  •  TTT^""  MW  the  Schwaben  trennhn. 
•*  TJaepv^  conmmnded  them  from  their  right  ^JT 
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cwn>  Some  temaiiied  in  little  gionpa,  hnddling  in  aome 
_:  coign  of  vantage,  and  fighting  to  the  last  cartridge, 
absolutely  lefnsing  to  take  one  step  to  the  rear.  To 
the  Qermans  they  were  as  dangerous  as  so  many 
cornered  wolves.  Others  fell  back  in  orderly  bshion, 
but  not  an  inch  farther  than  was  needful,  for  they 
held  on  ^  day  to  the  frontage  taken  by  them.  The 
first  two  lines  were  kept  in  their  fierce  grip  till  nightfoll 
of  the  next  day,  when  they  handed  them  over  to  the 
relieving  division. 

In  this  eplendid  deed  of  arms  the  Thirty-sixth 
Division  left  half  its  number  upon  the  battlefield. 
The  instances  of  gallantry  were  innumerable,  and 
BO  equaUy  distributed  that  their  General,  when  asked 
to  name  a  special  battalion,  could   only  answer 
that   the  whole   twelve    had    done    equally   well. 
Had  the  divisions  to  right  and  left  been  able  to 
get  as  far,  the  whole  gain  would  have  laen  per- 
manent.   As  it  was,  640  prisoners  were  brought  in, 
and  few  were  lost  save  the  wounded,  chief  of  whom 
was  Colonel  Craig,  who  directed  the  movementa  of 
his  men  long  after  he  was  unable  to  direct  his  own 
Colonel  Bernard  of  the  10th  Rifles,  Captain  Davidson, 
who   worked   his  machine-gun   after  his  leg  was 
shattered.  Captain  GafBkin,  who  died  while  leading 
his  company  with  an  orange  handkerchief  waving  in 
his  hand,  are  but  a  few  of  the  outstanding  names. 
The  prenu*  upon  the  different  brigades  is  indicated 
by  the  losses  in  officers  of  the  107thj  the  108th.  and 
the  109th. 

A  very  detailed  account  would  be  necessary  to 
bring  home  to  the  reader  the  full  gallantry  of  this 
deed  of  arms.  Experienced  soldiers  who  saw  it  were 
moved  to  the  limit  of  human  speecL    "  T  wish  I  had 
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f^n  bom  an  Dbtennan."  cried  one  of  them.    "  But  a. 

Sinr?i,.  J  ?  P««"'*«t«l  «J1  «lone  for  two  nT" 
miJes  into  the  German  line,  and  to  withdraw  from  mJh  »"* 
.  «Jent  in  mihtary  order,  holding  fX^^t  -- 

&«liL«^°!?f    '"'«  "q»iem  for  the^ 
rights  SSnTSS^i'Sr  *''«  ^"^te 

J^w^|ltr^£i•'^r^J^L':^«X 

fin<J  M  m  this  case,  that  old  brigades  have  iWadS 
Bumb«^«  often  disturbed.  ThestorJlI^* 
in  front  and  two  m  succession  in  support     TheW 

S"thi  ^s^iT'^'^^^*'  north,^^.  s:i* 

^he  16th  I*n««hire  Fusiliers.  16th  NoWZS^ 
SiS^  a'r''  ?"  "*^  '^  "^  HighlandT^ 

itIX a  ^  rt         ^P**  '^*'°*  "«1  *ere  into 
ine  18th  Lancashire  Fusiliers  unon  tli«  l«*f%„  j 
P^^I7  brijiant  advance. Ti^feo^' 

"P«>7  wept  on  with  the  Thirty-sixth  Division, 
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cuma  keeping  pace  with  tlieir  magnifioent  advance.    It 
—     appean  to  have  leaohed  the  east  end  ot  Thi^yral, 

Th  bat  there  it  was  buried  deeply  in  the  eneiUT'e  ppd- 
tion  and  was  never  heaid  of  again.  The  ani^iatijig 
battalions  of  the  06th  Brigade,  the  16th  Lanoaikin 
Fosilien  and  the  2nd  TTim«Mllmg  Fusilien,  tried  hard 
to  regain  touch  with  their  lost  comiades,  but  in  vain. 
These  various  gallant  bodies  who,  at  difierent  pdnts 
of  our  line,  pushed  forward  into  impossible  positions, 
were  no  doubt  for  the  greater  part  killed  or  wounded, 
but  from  among  them  came  the  850  prisoners  whom 
the  Qermans  claimed  to  have  taken  on  the  northern 
part  of  the  line  on  that  day.  The  left  of  the  divisional 
line  was  so  weakened,  by  these  losses  that  they  were 
compdled  to  withdraw  to  their  own  front  trenches. 

On  the  rij^,  however,  tte  Highlanders  were  able 
to  hold  on  to  a  part  of  the  Leipng  salient.  The  loans, 
however,  upon  this  flank  had  been  very  heavy,  not 
only  in  the  front  wave,  but  among  the  1st  Donets 
and  the  11th  Borders  as  they  came  out  from  a 
wood  in  support.  Coming  under  a  concentrated 
fire  of  machine-guns,  these  two  battalions  snfieied 
heavily.  Colond  Machell,  gallantly  leading  his 
Borders,  was  shot  dead,  his  adjutant,  lieutenant 
Gordon,  was  badly  wounded  as  he  stooped  over  his 
body.  Major  Diggle  was  wounded,  and  the  greater 
number  of  the  officers  were  on  the  ground.  Colonel 
Machell,  it  may  be  remarked,  was  a  high  civil  official 
oi  the  Egyptian  Qovermnent,  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Interior,  whose  patriotism  had  led  him  to  join  tiie  New 
Armies  and  thus  to  meet  his  death  upon  the  field  of 
battle.  The  Ist  Dorwts  lost  nearly  as  heavily  as  the 
men  of  the  Border ;  their  leader,  Major  Shnte,  was 
disabled,  and  their  ranks  thrown  into  temporary 
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««rfa«ion     They  were  splendidly  allied,  however 

wth  the  Bumvors  m  reaching  the  I^pag  Redoubt 
Odonel  Laidlaw.  of  the  lll^jhUnd  1®  ^t 
J^al-o  been  wounded,  the  third  comSiTS 
WW  or  mjured  on  this  wing  of  the  a^^dT* 

™.I,^*^  -^  ^°  ""  ^"'^  anywhere,  and  the 
mht^  ^e  shown  had  been  of  the  highest  pLSe 

^i7'  ,»'"*  t**"  !«««  from  the  nu^clS^^pSTand 
^the  barrage  were  so  heavy  that  they  deprived  tie 
•tt«k  of  the  weight  and  momentum  n.i«S  to  wL 
^^7  lirou^  a^  enemy's  podtiorS^S 
de^te  cmsumstan««,  it  might  well  be  considered 

Kedoubt  should  be  won  and  permanently  held  by^ 
ganders  especially  by  the  17th  Hi^land  lij 
In&ntry.     The  sappers  had  preparedTSuLanTD 
™gup  to  the  enemy  line,^andZ  was  SaWe 
^l^r.""'*'"^*""''^-    O^tJ'eandandardthe 

ttie  a«l  Manchest«s  and  16th  Highknd  Lighi  fc- 
&«tay  n,*  only  held  their  ground,  but  enk^d^ 

tt^t^Sf*^  ^T°"  "^  '^*^'^^  to  refit  aft,i 
Its  tragic  but  splendid  exertions. 

Out  of  the  novel  conditions  of  what  may  be  caUed 

Moch  warfa«  certain  rules  and  axioms  Le  slowly 

evdvm^.    That  it  is  impossible  without  artifidS 

VJ^n  to  attack  over  the  open  agailT^ 

JJm  «iemy  provided  with  i^hin^  ^  Z 

^^  '^T-  «  *^"'"  "«  «h«P  -clients  S  th^ 

ni  ^"'  u  *^"  ******  '*"*«'*«  ""»*  l^'  t*ken  first 
«  the  attack  must  be  made  out  of  range  of  them 
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•^n^  o&tTwm  their  guns  must  fluik  ths  whole  advuioe. 
—  Very  many  examples  mig^t  be  quoted  when  the  dis- 
ngaid  of  this  udom  has  biou^t  disaster  to  either 
aide.  A  conspionons  case  would  be  that  of  the  Thin} 
Cofps  now  to  be  desoiibed,  when  the  ainiater  salient 
of  Thiepval  protruded  to  the  north,  and  a  smaller 
but  very  efficient  one  to  the  south,  so  that  the  whole 
advance  was  conducted  under  the  fire  of  two  lines  of 
guns  which  raked  it  from  end  to  end.  In  addition 
the  opposing  infantiy  included  a  division  of  the 
Prussian  Guard.  In  the  whole  long  position  there 
would  appear  to  be  no  sector  where  then  was  leas 
prospect  of  success,  and  yet  there  was  no  sector  where 
it  was  more  essential  to  hold  the  enemy  &st,  since 
victory  might  await  us  to  the  immediate  south. 

The  Third  C!orps,  under  General  Pulteney,  occupied 
the  front  immediately  to  the  east  of  Albert.  This 
large  town  was  almost  exactly  in  the  centre  of  its 
rear,  and  the  important  road  from  Albert  to  Bapaume 
biaeeted  the  ftritish  position.  Ovillers  to  the  north, 
within  tile  Geiman  lines,  and  Bicourt  to  the  south,  in 
the  British,  marked  rou^y  the  two  ends  of  the 
sector.  It  was  a  comparatively  narrow  stretch,  so 
that  only  two  divisions  were  in  the  firing  Kne,  and 
one  in  reserve,  rhese  were  respectively  the  Ei^th 
R^pilar  Division  to  the  north,  the  Thirty-fourth  of 
ti»e  New  Army  to  the  south,  and  the  Nineteenth,  also 
of  the  New  Army,  in  support. 

Had  the  Thirty-second  Division  succeeded  in 
holding  its  grip  iqpon  Thiepval  upon  the  wwth,  tiiete 
migjit  have  been  some  chance  of  success,  but  as  it 
was,  the  machine-guns  from  that  quarter  shaved 
the  whole  of  No  Man's  Land  as  a  mower  may 
■have  •  lawn,   and   after   the   first   ruah,   whieh 
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•«•*  of  buuL^lf  :h'^"  ^'^"'  °*  «>•  I^Jti-J 

ooc«o.»ay  «idt±^S:L^^!!l  "^""^ 

dwindling  nninbaB.4£  ^^  back  with  ever- 
few  bewiId^L^"tn^^fOO  wounded.     A 

♦••""•rf^  to  say  h^w  thl'^T  '*r^'  "d  unable 
•nwnT'-  fiont  Se  fr^r?!{  ^  «»*  back  ac««  the 
l-d^netn^^"  ^"^  *^*  ''"P*^  *»  which  thejr 

w».  carried  out  in  the  follo^  o^T  *°  «"> '!"«'. 

o-S^i'lSotth^Vr^^-tHe 
a«l  «Kl  25th  tUiTI  old  t  t^  *^  '^^-  The 
N«.ve  Chapelle  3  ^  liT^T'^  "^^  «rf 

ww.partaWarlyfinnri^^^^^-  "^  ^W* 
T«>i«  divi-«n  hi  ^  ^'  ^^  New  Anny. 

^<mt  a  pioneer  baSiS  £  tlf  T '"«'*  »««» 
tJ»»«lv..  ParticularnS^il,"^?^  ^  '*'« 
cation  trenches,  which  W-H^""^  ""*  conunnni- 
%  «f  battle.  3W  L5t^  ?r  T*  "P**"  «>• 
theCoauna^ieroSJS^irakp"^"^^^™  "^ 

"^---^-oiw-^rto^sit 
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cutns  secnn  tlwit  guns.  The  nanlt  waa  that  the  advano- 
IQ-  ing  infantry  pawed  lather  than  occupied  the  front 
tteaohes,  ^  bamge  cttt  ofi  supporta,  the  enemj^ 
emerged  from  theii  dog-outa,  and  the  line  atill 
remained  under  their  contrd,  forbidding  the  use  ot 
even  the  diaoloeuie  of  the  covered  ways,  since  men 
could  not  emerge  in  sinf^Ie  file  in  an  enemy  trench. 

Following  the  plan  of  describing  operations  always 
from  the  north,  we  will  first  picture  from  such  reliable 
material  as  is  available  the  attack  of  the  70th  Brigade, 
which  contained  some  of  the  finest  North-country 
stnfi  that  ever  fought  the  battles  of  the  country. 
This  brigade  was  separated  on  the  north  by  a  dear 
space  of  about  300  yards  from  the  Highland  Light 
Infantry  of  the  97th  Brigade,  who  formed  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Thirty-second  Division.  The  8th  York 
and  Lancaster  was  the  flank  battalion,  with  the  8th 
Yorkshire  Light  Infantry  upon  its  right.  The  9th 
York  and  Lancaster  were  behind  their  comrades, 
and  the  11th  Sherwood  Foresters  behind  the  light 
Infantry. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  ff<n  with  any  fulness  the 
story  of  any  one  regiment,  and  as  each  may  be  taken 
as  typical  of  the  otiwrs,  we  may  follow  the  front 
flank  battalion  on  its  advance.  This,  the  8th  Yodc 
and  Lancaster,  consisted  almost  entirely  of  miners, 
a  class  of  men  who  have  furnished  grand  military 
material  to  the  New  Armies.  This  unit  came  chiefly 
from  the  Rotherham  district.  The  frontage  of  the 
battalion  was  7S0  yards. 

As  the  hour  of  attack  approached,  the  enemy's 
countcc-bombardment  became  so  violent  that  there 
was  the  utmost  difficulty  in  getting  the  men  into  the 
fnmt-line  trenches.     Many  were  killed  and  even 
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bmied  before  the  advance  had  begnn.    When  the  cun. 
whntlee  blew  the  itormere  went  forward  in  four  wavee     ^ 
wtth  00  yards  between,  the  supporting  battaUons  ». 
Mowing  inrtantly.    The  machine-guns  were  sweep-  S^ST 
mgthe  ground  and  about  850  yards  had  to  be  covered  *""* 
between  the  lines.    Officers  and  men  went  down  in 
heaps  under  the  enfilade  fire  from  four  lines  of  guns, 
one  behind  the  other,  in  the  Thiepval  district.    The 
approach  was  over  a  billiard-table  glacis  with  no 
oovec  of  any  land.    The  ranks  kept  formation  and 
trudged  steadily  forward,  throwing  themselves  head- 
long mto  the  front  German  trenches.    There  they 
steadied  themselves  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then 
i^vancing  once  more  sprang  down  into  the  second 
Gennan   line    which    was    strongly   held.    Colonel 
Itoddison  had  been  shot  down  early  in  the  attack 
Captain  Dawson,  the  adjutant,  had  been  wounded, 
but  staggered  on  with  the  men  untU  he  was  killed  at 
the  second  line  of  trenches.    "  Come  on,  boys !  let's 
J^  at  'em  and  clear  'em  out  1 "  were  his  last  words. 
On  this  second  line  the  battalion,  together  with  its 
support,  beat  itself  to  pieces.    A  few  survivors  unable 
to  get  back  were  taken  prisoners,  and  a  German  report 
hw  stated  that  they  were  very  proud  and  defiant 
when  marched  away.    At  night  a  number  of  wounded 
were  earned  m  along  the  whole  divisional  front  from 
Wo  Mans  Land,  but  many  lives  were  lost  in  the 
g»nMit  work,  and  many  of  the  wounded  also  lost 
tteir  lives  in  trying  to  crawl  back,  for  the  Germans 
turned  their  machine-guns  during  the  daytime  upon 
everything  that  moved  in  front  of  their  lines. 

To  show  how  uniform  was  the  experience,  one  may 
quote  the  doings  of  a  battalion  of  the  23rd  "^-mjmli 
This  brigade  was  on  the  right  of  the  Eighth  IXv||ien 


•fUw 
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*m"  fr''*?dtlMaildlliddl«MX.tllcb*tt«lkmiB<nMrtioi|. 

inmad  the  ri^^t  bfttteliim  joiniag  on  ^nth  the  ^^a*. 

iide  8ootti;Ji  (tf  tke  Thirty-fogitit  Diviaon  to  t^  Kmth. 
Upon  ite  kft  WM  the  tod  Deroni.    The  iiqjportiiig 
troopi,  two  oonqMoiw  of  the  Sod  Weet  Tortihina 
•ad  the  and  Soottidi  Rifle*,  aeem  to  h»ye  been  held 
b«5k  when  it  wu  eeen  how  fetij  wm  the  advuioe. 
•nd  ao  in  pert  eenpea  from  the  cstutrophe.    The 
MHldleeex  edyenoed  !>l.tt0«t  oppoeite  to  Le  Boieelle. 
There  waa  e  alight  dii   li  the  ground  to  the  iminHietc 
front  which  formed  a  partial  protection  from  the 
maohine-gnne,  so  that  ahhongh  the  lo«Me  were  veij 
heavy,  aboat  SOO  men  with  six  Lewie  guns  made 
good  their  footing  in  tV  German  front-line  trench. 
Their  gallant  commander  was  wonnded  twice,  bnt 
■till  kept  at  their  head  while  they  swept  onwards  to 
the  second  Une.    It  was  stofied  with  Germans,  bnt  the 
handful  of  ftitiah  stormers  flnng  themselves  in  among 
them  and  deaied  a  standing  place  in  the  trencL    The 
German  guns,  however,  had  the  exact  range,  and 
four  out  of  the  six  Lewis  guns  were  blown  into  the 
air.    Fiaall  J,  only  five  men  and  a  sergeant  were  kit 
nawoonded  in  this  trench.    This  handful  made  ite 
way  hack    Oat  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  MJiVlltwer 
men  seem  to  have  got  through  or  roond  on  to  tiie 
FoBins  Boad,  but  their  fate  was  never  cleared  up. 

Knalty,  ooty  80  men  of  this  grand  battalion  answered 
the  roll-call  that  night 

The  ^ecK  between  tke  two  attacks  dewnibed 

from  the  posst  of  view  «|  the  two  wing  battalions  of 

the  divisicB  was  oociqaed  by  tke  SSth  Brigade,  whoee 

•d»»Boe  aa4  kisses  woe  exactly  similar  to  those 

which  have  bem  narnited.    He  Snd  Lincohis  and 

and  Berkshiree  wen  the  lewiii^  battalions,  and  llteir 
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J«^7  from  the  »t»hat<«y  bombMdnwnt  of  the 
Gtem^..  ^ey  were  therefore  held  in  «»erve.  Z 

S  ^r  t^  ^'^  •fterwMd.  reoeiveda  q»ciJm^ 
of  tihuik.  from  the  Divirioiuil  Conm^i^  ^^ 

th.  ™i„t,.^^^*  tl"  writer  hM  be«,  &ced  by 
^fSf^*!?^  monotonoD,  twk  of  one  long  reoorf 

^on.  and  that  improved  proepect.  were  aJS 
to  the  «m«^er  of  the  Bdtiah  line  «k1  fTSe 
221*^  ^"hli™.  HadtheCto^S^ 
brtUe  covered  only  the  region  which  has  been  faLtS 

martMhmditMjrhirtory.     TTiouaand.  of  ^S^S 

5^^a^  "*"^V*,'i:  *™***^y  ■»*d  t»-t  "yt£ 

M  permanence  had  been  achieved.    »«*  j/J^ 

rzi^  ^^  i^-r'weS'^fi.^ 

to^  Bn^e  ,«  wrtored  to  the  Twenty-third 
W«.  to  wi«A  rt  ^^tfdly  belonged.  i^T 

^ftviman  came  forward  to  fill Xgap  in  the 
toe,  helped  by  the  gnnners  and  sappers  of  ^Eighth 
who  renamed  at  their  poats  until  Juty  ^""'''^**' 


m. 


•rtba 
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On  the  right  of  the  Bi^th  Divinon  wm  tb* 
Thirty-fonrth,  «  unit  wliioh  oonoited  of  one  mjm.^ 
ByuhandBootohBrigitde;  whfle  the  other  two  wan 
Miied  mpeotively  from  the  Tynemde  Iruh  and  fnmi 
the  l^ne^  Soota,  hardy  and  nuurtial  material  from 
the  ooalpita  and   foundries  of  the   NortL    They 
attacked  upon  the  front  between  the  Albert-Bapanme 
Road  on  the  north  and  the  village  of  Bicourt  on  the 
•outh.    The  idea  waa  to  atorm  La  Boiaelle  village, 
and  to  pnah  the  attack  home  both  north  and  aonth  of 
it  upon  Contalmaiaon,  which  lay  behind  it.    Immedi- 
ately before  the  aaaaolt  two  great  minea  were  blown, 
one  of  which,  containing  the  unprecedented  amount  of 
00,000  Iba.  of  gun-cotton,  threw  hundreda  of  tone  of 
chalk  into  the  air.    Within  a  few  minutea  of  the 
exploaion  the  Thirty-fourth  Diviaion  were  out  of  their 
trenchea  and  advancing  in  perfect  order  upon  the 
German  trenchea.    The  lOlat  Brigade,  consiating  of 
the  15th  and  leth  Royal  Scota,  the  10th  Lincolna, 
and  nth  Suffolka,  were  on  the  right,  the  Tyneaide 
Soota  upon  the  left,  and   the  l^eaide  Iriah  in 
support  behind  the  right  brigade.    In  the  immediate 
rear  lay  the  Nineteenth  Diviaion  with  instructiona  to 
hold  and  conaolidate  the  ground  gained. 

In  no  part  of  the  line  waa  the  advance  more  gallant, 
and  it  marks  the  point  at  which  unalloyed  failure 
began  firat  to  change  to  partial  aucoeaa,  ripening 
mto  complete  victory  in  the  aouthem  section.  Some 
alight  cover  aeema  to  have  helped  the  troopa  for  the 
first  few  hundred  yurds,  and  it  woulrl  appear  also 
that  though  the  smiUl-arm  fire  waa  vory  aeveie,  the 
actual  shell-fire  waa  not  so  heavy  as  that  which  de- 
vastated the  divisions  m  the  north.  None  the  leaa, 
the  obatades  were  aufficient  to  teat  to  the  higheat  any 
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*»oop«   in   the   world,   ted    they   i»«.   »>™:     1 
-™««nt«l  by  men.  nomror2..r?-A"'«"^y 


by..«en.noneofTho:'L*'ST^ 


•otKw  before.    "I,  their  comnuuider "  »«,♦-  *v 
CiTiiionkl  n*ii...i  <•    Ml  .   "'"^'     wrote  the 

tlH.  vilU4e,  ««1  thoSTrj?^^^!?*!^*! 
WMlution.  thev  w.«7™1ki    ,  ^"^"^  with  gwat 

outddrts  of  ContaSk  ^^  T^.'f  ^r  aa  the 
"««<».    «y*"  the  1«W8  of  WM.  the  detachment  waa 
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<h«nm  dt^taytd ;  bat  in  pnustioe  the  Gennaiit  found  that 
—     they  oonld  not  Mshiere  it.    A  nnall  ninfoiroemeBt  of 
the  87th  Northnmberiand  Fnnlien  (from  the  lOSrd 
Brigade),  under  an  experienced  soldier,  had  *  jOi^ 
them,  and  their  aitaation  was  less  forlorn  beeaoae 
th^  were  in  slight  tonch  with  the  skirts  of  the  (Mfth 
Brigade  of  the  Twenty-first  Division,  who  had  also. 
as  win  presentlj  be  shown,  won  a  veiy  forwaid 
position.    B7  means  of  this  division  oommnnica- 
ticm  was  leetored  with  the  isolated  detachment,  and 
the  edonel  of  the  lOth  Bayti.  Soots,  a  rery  well- 
known  volunteer  officer   of   Bdinbo^  soooeeded 
in  leaohing  his  men.    His  advent  gave  them  fccsh 
spirit,   and   nnder   his   leadenhip  they   proceeded 
next  morning  not  bnly  to  hold  the  poation,  bnt 
to  enlarge  it  considerably,  sending  bombers  down 
every  sap  and  endeavonring  to  give  the  imjHeasion 
of  gnat  numbers.    Two  companies  of  the  East 
Lancashire  Begiment  from  the  Nineteenth  Division 
made  their  way  forward,  jmd  joined  with  effect  in 
these  attacks.    This  small  body  of  men  hdd  their 
own  until  the  afternoon  of  July  J,  when  tiie  advance 
oi  the  Nineteenth  Division  upon  La  BtMseQe  enabled 
them  to  be  rdieved.    It  was  time,  for  the  water  was 
exhausted  and  munitiona  were  running  low.    It  was 
a  glad  mmnent  when,  with  their  numerous  German 
captives,  they  joined  up  with  their  cheering  ctMuiades. 
It  should  be  said  that  in  this  fine  feat  of  anna  A  «*»*ll 
party  of  the  11th  Sufidks  jdayed  a  valiant  part. 
General  Polteney  issued  a  qtedal  ozder  *l«*«iHng 
these  troops  for  their  stout  defence,  and  the  matter 
was  in  truth  of  wider  importance  than  any  local 
issue,  for  it  had  the  effect  at  screening  the  left  *^<n\ 
of  the  Twenty-first  Divisicm,  enaUing  them  to  imIm. 
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Tbe  Attack  of  the  llfteentli  and  Thirteenth  Coipe, 
,     July  1,  1916 

Hw  adTWM  ol  the  Tmnty-flnt  DiTUoa — Mth  Bilg*de~Ilnt 
pmnaiMnt  gkini — dOth  Brigade  at  Frioonrt — Adreaoe  of 
Sannth  DivUion — O^itnn  of  Munetc — Fine  work  by  Kight- 
•antli  Dividon — O^itnr*  of  HonUoban  by  the  TUrtiotb 
DiiUon — Qenarel  view  of  tbe  bettle— lu  deoUTe  importanee. 

cunn  Ihhboutelt  to  the  south  of  Fultenej's  Thiid  Coips, 
^°  and  extending  from  Bicourt  in  the  north  to  a  point 
opposite  Fricourt  village,  lay  Home's  Fifteenth 
Corps.  The  general  task  of  this  Coips  was  to  attack 
Mametc  on  the  light,  contain  Friconit  in  the  centre, 
and  attack  between  there  and  La  Boiselle  towards- 
Mametz  Wood.  It  conosted  of  the  Twenty-first,  the 
Seventh,  and  the  Seventeenth  Divisions.  Of  these, 
the  most  northerly  was  the  Twenty-first,  that  fine 
North-country  division  which  had  so  terrible  an 
ordeal  when  it  came  up  in  support  upon  the  second 
day  of  Loos.  Those  who  held  that  in  spite  of  defeat 
its  conduct  upon  that  occasion  was  soldierly,  were 
borne  out  by  its  achievement  on  the  Somme,  whece  it 
made  a  lodgment  in  the  enemy's  line  npon  the  first 
n 


Tb« 
Bitti* 
ofth* 
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dv,  and  did  good  aervice  at  later  stages  of  the  buttle.  c„™, 
i^  M  now  turn  our  attention  to  its  advance     It      '^• 
may  fiwt  be  mentioned  that  the  units  were  the  same     ~ 
M  those  enumerated  in  the  description  of  Loos,  save 
thatm  ewh  brigade  one  regular  battalion  had  been 
•ubstituted.    Thus  the  1st  Lincobs,  4th  Middlesex. 

^,  .S^J^'"'"  ^^  *•"»  Pl«*  of  the  8th  East 
Yorks.  12th  West  Yorks.  and  14th  Durhams  reswT 
ively.  The  60th  Brigade  of  the  Seventeenth  kE 
was  attached  to  the  Twenty-first  Division  for  the 
purpose  of  the  attack,  and  will  be  included  with  it  in 
thu  summary  of  the  operations.  The  rest  of  the 
seventeenth  Division  was  in  reserve. 

The  attack  was  on  a  three-brigade  front,  the  64th 
Bngade  upon  the  north,  just  south  of  La  BoiseUe 
and  m  dose  touch  with  the  Thirty-fourth  Division! 
To  tiie  n^t  of  the  64th  was  the  63rd  Brigade,  and 
to  the  nght  of  that  the  80th,  which  advanr-^  st^ight 

It  wiU  be  best  to  deal  with  the  attack  of  the  64th 
Bngade  with  some  detail,  as  its  exploits  had  a  very 
direct  bearmg  upon  the  issue  of  the  battle 

tl»^K''v**f\'^T*^  "P"°  *^«  ^IS^  ^th 
the  lOUi  Yorkshire  Light  Infantry  upon  the  left 

m  touch  with  the  Royal  Scote  of  the  lOlst  Brigade 
On  theu:  nght  was  their  »th  namesake  batWion.' 
STv  ^"I,  Z  "^^»te  support  were  the  1st 
art  Yorks  (left)  and  16th  Durhams  (right)  The 
^vance  w,m  greatly  helped  by  the  formation  of  a 
Kn«an  between  the  lines  on  which  the  front 
oompanK  .ould  assemble.  It  was  found,  however 
apon  the  men  advancing  that  the  fire  was  so  sever^ 
ttat  they  could  only  get  forward  by  crawling  from 
hole  to  hole,  with  the  result  that  the  bana^  lifted 
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c«»M  before  they  could  reach  the  front  trenches,  and  the 
— 1  Germans  were  able  to  mount  the  parapet  and  alate 
■^  them  with  rifle-fire.  Colonel  Lynch  of  the  9th.  Yatk- 
■hire  Light  Infantry  was  killed  by  a  shell  between 
trenches,  as  were  all  four  captains,  but  the  men  stnok 
to  their  work  and  finally  the  leading  battalions  swept 
over  the  German  lines,  which  had  been  greatly  dis- 
organised by  the  artillery,  and  they  killed  or  captured 
the  occupants  with  no  very  severe  resistance.  Two 
fixed  points  lay  in  front  of  the  brigade,  which  were 
part  of  the  definite  objectives  of  the  division.  The 
first  was  a  sunken  road  1100  yards  from  the  British 
front,  the  second  was  a  trench  400  yards  farther,  on 
which,  by  the  irony  of  Fate,  a  large  wayside  crucifix 
looked  down,  so  that  it  was  called  Crucifix  Trench. 
Beyond  these  on  the  left  front  were  several  shattered 
woods.  Shelter  Wood  and  Birrh-tree  Wood,  which 
gave  the  enomy  good  cover,  and  to  the  right  was  a 
large  ruined  building,  Priconrt  Farm,  which  raked 
the  advance  with  its  snipers  and  tjachine-gons. 

On  passing  the  .front  German  liue  the  suocesaive 
British  waves  lost  their  formation  and  dubbed 
together,  so  that  a  long  loose  line  of  Yorkshire  and 
Durham  men  scrambled  onwards  into,  out  of  and 
over  the  successive  impediments,  beating  down  all 
resistance  as  they  went.  When  the  fire  became  too 
hot,  the  men  crawled  forwards  upon  their  stomachs 
or  made  short  sharp  rushes  from  one  shell-hole  to 
another,  but  the  advance  was  steady  and  unbroken. 
The  smoke  from  the  shells  was  as  dense  as  a  Scotch 
mist.  Every  now  and  then  through  the  base  the 
flashes  of  a  machine-gun  would  be  spied  and  possibly 
the  vague  figures  of  the  German  gunners  as  they 
swept  it  across  in  their  deadly  traverse,  but  a  mah  of 
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furious  infantiy  put  ««5h  in  turn  out  of  action     Th- 
ThtnrfiT^  ,     rv,    ."^"'"''''sver  desert  their  Dort    *"■* 

dear  up  the  occupants,  and  then  rit  in  flSd  W 
breathing  groups  until  a  whistle  from^  S  ^L 

bJri.T»*^     -/^  'PI*»"'  however,  to  have 

dt^uts'tt!";^  T'^'  ^--^^onotZ 
uug-uniB  oetore  a  trench  was  DasseH     ft.,-  j»         7 

^  of  those  ^arprise  attacks'S' th^^^^j^ 
were  so  common  and  so  &tal  to  the  n^     i^ 
examination   usually   toot   Z.   4  .  ^« 

Thm  ^J^  response— by  a  Mills  bomb 

•Then,  as  often  as  not.  there  would  cwwlont  «f  rt- 

^from  the  HoTand  mtS"^:i:^^ 

gntbforarifle    ™  ^  »  t^ffo  d«y.    One  made  a 
Z  ^-       ^*  bved  about  five  wv^n,i.  »  . 

the  narrator.    "They   were   thin    !.    ;^^    ""^ 
tonified."  savB  «.  nffi^  T,.^   unshaven,   and 

Haiongoverrun  the  Gernmn  trenches,  the  in&ntiy 


80 


THE  BRITISH  CAMPAIQN,  1016 


oftiM 


Cum>  weie  now  faced  with  a  conaideiable  atretoh  of  open 
"^'  which  lay  between  them  and  the  Sunken  Road,  lead- 
ing from  Frioonrt  to  C)ontalmaiaon.  Manj  were  hit 
upon  this  perilous  paaaage.  A  sabddiaiy  line  of 
German  trenches  lay  in  front  of  this  road,  and  into 
this  the  British  tumbled.  The  colonel  of  the  16th 
Durhams  was  the  senior  o£Bcer  who  had  got  up, 
and  he  took  command  at  this  point,  rallying  the 
weary  men  of  all  four  battalions  for  a  fresh  advance. 
A  few  of  the  Royal  Scots  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Division 
were  found  already  in  possession,  the  fringe  of  that 
body  who  have  previously  been  described  as  making 
so  invaluable  a  stand  at  Round  Wood. 

At  this  point  tlie  64th  Brigade  was  found  to  be 
some  distance  in  front  of  the  main  body  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Division  on  the  left,  and  of  their  comrades  on 
the  right,  so  that  they  could  get  no  farther  for  the 
moment  without  their  flanks  being  badly  exposed. 
In  front  through  the  haze  they  could  dimly  see  the 
Crucifix  which  was  their  ultimate  objective.  The 
men  had  to  cower  low,  for  the  bullets  were  coming 
in  a  continuous  stream  from  Fricourt  Farm  or  the 
right  and  from  the  woods  on  the  left.  The  Sunken 
Road  was  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep  at  the  spot,  and 
though  it  was  exposed  at  the  sides,  by  rapid  digging 
the  men  got  some  cover,  though  many  dropped  before 
they  could  make  a  shelter.  Here  the  survivors  of  the 
advance  waited  for  some  hours,  spending  some  of  the 
time  in  ransacking  the  enormous  thirty-foot  deep 
dug-outs  which  the  Germans  had  excavated  »t  certain 
points  along  the  side  of  the  road.  Into  these  the 
wounded  were  conveyed,  and  refreshed  by  the  good 
things  of  life,  from  Sdtzer-water  to  gold-tipped  cigar- 
ettes, which  were  found  within. 
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In  the  .ftemoon  the  General  Officer  Commanding  c™ 
^""  "P  -.^  "  the  Sunken  Bo«l.  and2  ^^ 
««mnedthep«»taonforlum«.lf.    The  68rf  Brimde  iC" 
WM  now  weU  forward  upon  the  right  and  the  .SvSS  ^• 

aS^^T?  '^  T??'*^'  """'y  •  '-ae  from  the 

ST'th? IS  r'S  '^  "^p-^- '«»-'  to  it, 

ta^  W  *"'?«*»  P^rtjr  into  this  advanced 
twnoh,  but  soon  it  was  stronriy  occuDied  ThI 
pH«ng  need  wa.  to  con«,UdateTfo7it  w«  aw^t 

ofSfiSSiS"!"*^^'^-  ^o^hfrUruS 
rt- j' J^^*™".'  "^  *  'bounded  man,  took  over 
ae  djrect.on^  and  the  men.  with  v^UtT  ooT 
^ed  ^lendidlyte  strengthen  the  potion    S 

K^*^^  "^"'^^  *^*  •  counterattack  woS 
Mve  been  most  serious,  but  the  splendid  sunnorf 
pven  by  the  artiDery  held  the  Ger2,  ^LZZ^ 

and  tiLv  h^'  *    *  ^«  ""fl^e-guns  were  too  acSve 

^Sw^i      ^  •««*  or  He  in  sheU-holes  untfl 

A      i  °^^.  T*"***"  out  of  sixty  getting  Ck 

A  captam  of  the  loth  Yorkshires  t^k  ofeTS 

£"Sr^'  T'  ""*  ""^  *o  S  cZel^ 
12t  S^r  Koad,  to  ask  for  instructions.     iJe 

SL^^iT",  "5-  *^  *"™  of  the  62nd  We 
ftig»de,  the  leading  battalions  of  which    t^^ 

x.1r^^TrSr^rthi?lne^- 

Of  the  64th  Brigade  who  had  done  so  finely  wero 
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oairtm  diawn  b«usk  mto  tha  Sunken  Road,  lukving  UUj 
'^-  Mcuied  their  objeotive.  One  oumot  bnt  marvel 
here,  m  io  often  eliewhere,  at  the  fine  woric  done 
by  young  lubalteme  when  the  senior  oflBoen  have 
been  disabled.  A  lieutenant  of  the  ftth  Torlnhire 
light  In&ntry  found  himself  in  command  of  the 
whole  battalion  at  the  most  critioal  moment  of 
the  engagement,  and  on  leaving  could  only  hand  it 
over  to  a  brother  subaltern,  who  carried  on  with 
equal  courage  and  ability.  The  brigade  was  drawn 
back  to  the  Qerman  first  line,  where  it  lay  for  forty- 
eigL't  hours,  and  finally  acted  as  reserve  brigade  to 
the  successful  advance  undertaken  by  the  62nd 
Brigade,  by  which  Shelter  Wood  was  captured  on 
Julys. 

Such,  in  some  detail,  were  the  adventures  of  the 
64th  Brigade,  which  may  be  taken  as  parallel  to  those 
of  the  63rd  upon  the  right,  who  were  faced  by  much 
the  same  obstacles,  having  the  Sunken  Road  ahead 
and  the  Iticourt  houses  upon  Ijieir  right  The  Sth 
Somersets  were  on  the  left  in  touch  with  the  9th 
Yorkshire  Light  Infantry,  and  supported  by  the 
Sth  lincolna.  On  the  right  were  the  4th  Middlesex 
and  the  10th  York  and  Lancasters.  They  were  able 
to  get  well  up  to  Fricourt  Farm  upon  the  left  of  the 
village,  but  the  ground  was  unfavourable  and  they 
never  got  as  far  forward  as  their  ccnnrades  on  the  left. 
Of  the  Gterman  resistance  on  this  front,  it  can  be 
said  that  it  was  worthy  of  the  reputation  which 
the  Bavarians  have  won  in  the  War.  The  men  were 
of  splendid  physique  and  full  of  courage.  They 
fought  their  machine-guns  to  the  last  All  was  ready 
for  a  vigorous  advance  next  morning.  The  artillery 
of  the  Twenty-first  Division,  wl-ich  has  won  a  name 
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far  eneptiooAl  eflBdenoy.  wm  np  imuIt  level  with  n. 

J^u,  tiut  tun.  from  the  origiMl  gua  pod^  to  J  iC" 
P<axjt  hjM  .  aule  made  the  Qenn«»  front  MnT  fe 

On  the  immediate  right  of  the  eSid  Brimde  in  •^ 
fcont  of  Fnoonrt.  wa.  the  aoth  Brig,«ie  (GIZw)  to 

iSl'^*?'-.^'^  the  t«k  of  .Ki  Sr,2;!^ 

the  north.     The  bng«ie  adv««5ed>ll«,tl7.  \he 

tl»  10th  Weet  York,  and  the  7th  Bart  Yorks.  ,nU 
P-toftheTthYorkriuree.  The  att«A  ^Sd  «1 
S^i^H'  front  t^nchee.  but  the  £  "J 
mJ^-  ^  ^"^  ^••^'  ^  10th  Wert  York- 
«»"«•  bemg  spedaUy  hard  hit.    The      -^Ton^ 

on^  day.  thou^  ^^d^  by  enemiee.  In  the 
^ter^  .  »cond  advance  waa  made  by  Yorkdure. 
and  Bart  York.hHee.  with  6th  Donete  in  support 
S^  the  lo«e.  were  heaw  and  no  «,Iid  fSd 

the  teoope  who  had  held  their  own  aU  dayW^bS 
to  »rt  back  to  the  Britirii  trenches  brin^SS 

0^^  ^  ^^°  '"*°'*^  *°  "^W*  b«sk  with 
thi«.  wounds  upon  hmi  and  three  Q«Sans  in  front 
rf  hmt  The  Mrt  Br:„=uie  was  brought  up  in^e 
J-««to  «,ntinue  the  assault,  but  wTthe  mo'i; 

Md  that  the  advance  upon  both  flanks  had  caused 
the  evacuation  of  the  village.         ^^ 

The  line  of  trenches  takes  a  very  peculiar  tnm 

«rf  the  battle,  so  Jiat  the  attack  of  *e  KS 
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slmoet  due  touth,  wbilet  kll  the  othen  hed  been  bom 
due  weet.  The  project  wae  th«t  e  holding  attack 
to  engage  the  delendm  ihould  be  made  upon  Hameti, 
whilst  Uie  r>niaiiiing  diviaioai  in  the  line,  the  Seventh 
of  the  E'iiteenth  Corpa,  with  the  Eif^teenth  and 
Thirtieth  of  the  Thirteenth  Co^'ps,  ihould  advance 
upon  the  line  Mametc-MontaulMn.  Their  aucceai 
would  obviously  make  the  position  both  of  Fricourt 
and  of  Hametz  impossible,  the  more  so  if  the  Twenty- 
first  Division  could  maint*in  its  position  at  the  Sunken 
Road  to  the  north  of  Fricourt.  This  was  the  calcula- 
tion, and  it  worked  to  perfection,  so  that  both  these 
villages  fell  eventually  into  our  hands  with  a  minimnm 
loss  of  life  to  the  assailants.  Every  honour  is  due 
to  the  leaders  who  devised  and  to  the  soldiers  who 
carried  out  the  scheme,  but  it  should  at  the  same 
time  be  understood  that  in  the  case  of  these  southern 
divisions,  and  also  of  the  French  Army  of  General 
Foch  upon  the  right,  they  were  attackmg  a  portion 
of  the  line  which  was  far  less  organised,  and  manned 
by  very  inferior  troops  to  those  in  the  nortL  All 
this  section  of  attack  seems  to  have  been  a  complete 
surprise  to  the  Germans. 

The  famous  Seventh  Division  was  now  ooumanded 
by  one  of  the  three  Brigadiers  who  had  led  it  during 
its  heroic  days  at  Ypree.  Its  units,  however,  had 
changed  considerably,  and  the  91st  Brigade  had  taken 
the  place  of  the  Slst.  This  Brigade,  consLiting  partly 
of  Manchester  battalions  and  partly  of  old  units 
of  the  Seventh  Division  (2nd  Queen's  Surrey,  1st 
South  StaSords,  21st  and  22nd  Manchesters),  attacked 
upon  the  right,  while  the  90th  Brigade  advanced 
upon  the  left,  having  the  2nd  Gordons  and  Sth 
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WHM  fli>  o»j  n    J  ,  ■upport.    In  the  oentn  *•■* 

wwe  tbe  ted  Gordon,  and  upon  th«r  left  th«  ^ 
Dwon^    The  right  sot  fonr.«i  JTiT  .  •*" 

whirjSed-Ke'X'^^S^  I'l.T''*^  "^ 

^liveeinthe^un'^^^i^.tdT^^'^  ^^ 
«^»  ^  ^  hold  Tirpit.  tS^"^,  ^? 

whole  W  line  wJ^irSS^JL^^^^'*'  "^  "^'^ 
wwe  he»7y,  and  half  of  the  21  .t  vTlTL      ^^^ 
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L  ttenohes  at  this  point,  the  chief  of  which  is  the 
Rectanj^e,  bnt  witii  the  aid  of  the  Ist  Welsh  Fallen 
they  were  all  cleared  and  the  flank  of  the  Division 
made  good,  and  consolidated,  since  it  had  advanced 
farther  than  the  troops  to  the  left.  In  the  morning 
however,  when  it  was  found  that  Fricourt  had  been 
evacuated,  the  whole  division  was  able  to  get  forward 
and  by  July  3  had  occupied  Bottom  Wood,  while  the 
2nd  Royal  Irish  had  actually  penetrated  Mamets 
Wood,  taking  2  guns  and  60  prisoners.  Some  days 
later,  Blametz  Wood  had  become  a  different  proposi- 
tion, but  the  genei»l  orders  at  the  time  were  that  it 
should  not  be  seriously  attacked. 

Altogether  in  these  Mametz  operations  the  Seventh 
Division  took  1600  prisoners,  seven  field-guns,  and 
much  booty  of  different  kinds. 

We  have  now  recorded  in  succession  the  repulse 
of  the  Seventh  Corps  at  Gommeoourt,  that  of  the 
Eiighth  Corps  at  Sraie  and  Beaumont  Hamel,  and 
that  of  the  Teu.,^  /^orps  at  Thiepval.  The  record  of 
heroic  disaster  was  then  alleviated  by  the  partial 
success  of  the  Third  Corps  at  La  Boiselle,  the  con- 
siderable success  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  at  Mamets, 
and  now  by  the  complete  snocess  of  the  Thirteenth 
Corps  at  Hontaoban.  South  of  this  poir.t  along  the 
tdiole  French  line  the  victory  was  never  in  doubt. 
These  latter  operations  do  not  come  within  the  direct 
scope  of  this  narrative,  though  some  short  account 
must  be  given  of  them  later,  in  order  to  co-ordinate 
the  results  of  the  two  wingB  of  the  Allied  Armies. 

The  Thirteenth  Corps  was  commanded  by  General 
Congreve,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  gained  his 
V.C.  in  the  aSaii  of  the  guns  where  young  Roberts 
met  his  death  at  Colenso.    It  consisted   of  the 
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Eghteenth,  the  Thirtieth,  and  the  Ninth  Divisions 
of  the  New  Army.  Of  these  the  Eighteenth  was  on 
the  left  in  touch  with  the  victorious  Seventh,  the 
Thirtieth  was  on  the  rig^t  in  touch  with  the  French 
and  the  Ninth,  the  Scottish  Division  which  had  done 
such  great  work  at  Loos,  was  in  reserve. 

mie%hteenth  Division,  which  had  done  no  serious 
fighting  before,  established  a  remarkable  record  for 
good  semce  during  the  whole  course  of  the  Somme 
battle,  into  which  it  was  thrust  again  and  again,  never 
wrtJiout  leavmg  its  mark.    It  was  entirely  an  English 
di^oa    Some  complex  and  successful  trench-digginK 
had  been  done  on  this  part  of  the  front.    Eight  cwMed 
«ai»  had  been  driven  forward  and  reached  a  point 
within  twenty  yards  of  the  German  trenches  without 
tteir  knowledge.    Upon  the  advance  being  ordered 
the  ends  of  these  were  opened  up,  machine-guns  and 
flime-throweis  were  thrust  through,  and  the  saps 
behind  were  quickly  unroofed  and  turned  into  com- 
mumcation  trenches.    It  was  a  variant  of  the  device 
adopted  m  the  Eighth  Division,  and  was  superior  to 
It  m  that  Its  success  did  not  depend  upon  the  actual 
capture  of  the  trench. 

The  front  of  the  attack  was  about  2600  yards 
•M  it  was  .carried  out  by  three  bribes  abreast! 
€«di  covering  about  700  yards.  Each  brigade  had 
two  battahons  in  front,  one  in  support  and  one  in 
nwBTve.  Each  was  also  aUotted  its  own  particular 
MtUMiy  apart  from  the  general  divisional  artillery. 
There  are  many  good  arguments  for  such  a  f onna- 
fawi  ol  divisional  attack,  as  compared  with  the 
two-brigadee-in-ftont  and  one-in-the-rear  formation. 
Upon  this  occasion,  at  any  rate,  it  worked  very 
"moothly.    The  objectives  were  from  the  immediate 
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Ouma  western  end  of  Montauban  upon  the  right,  tipng 
fll     Montauban  Alley  to  a  point  east  of  Mametz  where 

Th<        they  [should  touch  the  right  units  of  the  Seventh 

ofiki      Division. 

Of  the  three  brigades  the  65th  was  on  the  right, 
the  S3rd  in  the  centre,  and  the  S4th  on  the  left.  In 
accordance  with  the  general  scheme  of  description 
we  will  begin  with  the  latter. 

The  64th  Brigade  had  the  7th  Bedford  on  the 
right,  the  11th  Boyal  Fusiliers  on  the  left,  the 
6th  Northants  in  support,  and  the  12th  Middlesex 
in  reserve.  As  they  rushed  forward  they  faced  a 
feeble  barrage,  but  a  heavy  machine-gun  fire. 
It  was  found,  however,  here,  and  along  ^e  whole 
divisional  front,  that  the  Gcerman  wire  was  utterly 
destroyed,  thanks  largely  to  the  work  of  the  trench 
mortars  which  had  supplanted  field-guns  for  this 
particular  purpose.  The  first  trenches  were  taken 
without  a  pause,  and  parties  remained  behind  to 
dear  out  the  dug-outs. 

"  Cowering  in  the  trench,"  says  one  of  the 
stormers,  "  clad  in  the  pale  grey  uniforms  we  had 
longed  for  twelve  months  to  see,  unarmed  and  minus 
equipment,  with  fear  written  on  their  faces,  were  a 
few  of  those  valiant  warriors  of  the  E[aiser  whose 
prowess  we  were  out  to  dispute.  Here  let  me  say 
that  the  exact  moment  selected  for  our  attack  had 
taken  the  Huns  by  surprise.  This  view  was  subse- 
quently confirmed  by  prisoners,  who  said  that  they 
had  expected  us  earlier  in  the  day  and  had  since 
stood  down."  This  idea  of  a  surprise  only  refers  of 
course  to  the  front  trench.  Soon  the  fighting  grew 
very  severe. 

The  first  serious  check  was  in  front  of  a  strong 
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p<«itcaUed  the  Pomnuer.  Redoubt.    The  wire  here  c 

w»»  surpnse  Again  and  again  the  machhie-iran«  ThT~ 
swept  away  the  leading  fileT  of  the  XS^  *Th^  ^^^ 
redoubt  could  be  outflanked,  however,  a^Jtoffi^    °'" 

w^tuaUy  to  the  tear  of  it.    Snipers  held  him  foTa 
time,  but  they  were  ruahed  by  an  officer  and  a  few 

i^f       ""*  ^^•'"  ^«™«J  i«  upon^em 

ft«m  ^  rtrong  pomt  bombing  parties  were  sent 

foZ^n?  1  *'T"^'"'*'°"    *^"<'''«''    «>«    infantry 
foUowmg  closely  and  occupying  the  new  grouT^^ 

The  bngade  was  now  in  some  dan^r  from  its 
Z^^'-°"  '*  ^ '?"*™^  "^^  »^«* Brigade  Ti£ 
oftiiejatdBngadeuponitsright.  The flth Northanta 
d^tW,^*"^^"-^*"'*^*''"^-  Later  in  the 
Scte  ShT"  ""»  ^'  "P""  ^^^  "8^*'  -"d  before 
«L«1  V^  f  ^^  *°  """^  *«'  "8am  with  little 
ZSjL'^e;*  ^  «-*«»•*»  ^  objective  at 
The  63td  Brigade  was  on  the  right  of  the  64th 
It.  assaultmg  line  was  formed  by  Se  mk^l 

iTJS  T\:^J^'  '"^  B^kshir^upS  £ 
sir^  the  10th  Essex  in  support  and  Z  8th 
Snffolk  m  reserve.  The  first  two  lines  were  tak^ 
m  their  stride  with  little  loss.  AstronTpTrbS 
^,«  hues  held  them  up  for  a  short  tiSbuVZ 
™hedj«.d  ite  prrison  of  the  109th  RegiLient  Z 
ca^ured.  Further  progress  of  the  NorfdfaZmSJ 
iSt  i^IT'  V  t  ^f^8  fire  and  by  a  s3 
wdoubtm  front.    As  in  the  case  of  the  63rd  Brigade 
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it  was  fonnd  that  the  way  round  ia  often  the  shorter. 
Two  bombing  parties  under  gaUant  subalterns  woriced 
up  the  trenches  on  the  flank,  while  that  mnideroos 
weapon,  a  Stokes  gun,  was  brought  up  and  opened 
fixe.  The  combined  efiect  was  decisive  and  100 
Qermans  threw  down  their  arms.  Sixty  more  were 
taken  in  itnother  redoubt  to  the  left. 

Whilst  the  Norfolks  had  been  fighting  their  way 
forward  in  this  fashion  the  Berkshires  upon  their  left, 
following  very  closely  upon  their  own  barrage,  had 
attained  their  objective  in  twenty  minutes,  and  had 
to  hold  it  for  some  hours  until  the  Norf  oiks  had  made 
good.  During  this  time  their  right  flank  was  neces- 
sarily exposed.  This  flank  was  defended  successfully 
by  means  of  bombing  parties  »nd  a  Lewis  gun,  while 
the  left  company  iMtead  of  resting  lent  a  hand  to 
thdr  neighbours  of  the  64th  Brigade  in  carrying 
Pommiers  Redoubt. 

Meanwhile  the  Norfolks  had  come  ahead  again, 
but  the  advance  of  the  Berkshires  was  held  up  by  a 
small  but  determined  band  of  bomben  and  snipers 
in  a  strong  position.  A  Stokee  mortar  drove  back 
the  bombers,  but  the  snipers  still  held  fast,  and  killed 
^  in  succession  Lieutenant  Rnshton  and  Lieutenant 
~  Saye  who  gallantly  attacked  them.  A  sergeant- 
major  of  the  Berkshires  was  more  for*^nate,  however, 
and  killed  the  chief  sniper  whose  automatic  rifle  had 
played  the  part  of  a  machine-gun.  In  doing  so  he  was 
severely  wounded  himself.  The  Essex  had  come  up 
intp  the  firing  line,  but  progress  was  still  slow  until 
an  invaluable  Stokes  mortar  was  again  brought  to 
bear  and  with  its  shower  of  heavy  bombs  blasted  the 
strong  point  out  of  existence.  When  night  fell  the 
whole  line  of  M(mtauban  AUey  had  been  successfully 
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WOT  Md  the  yariou.  units  were  in  close  touch  and  Oum. 

WW  bu-dy  oiganmng  their  podtion.  ^T" 

Uxeat  obrtinaoy  was  diown  by  the  Germans  in  riT 

Imnn^  1^-  "«'««^  "gaiiwt  a  less  skilful  aS. 
^ong  other  instances  of  their  tenacity  was  onTk 

tauedtofirefromsomesubterraneanretreatanddS 
aU  effort,  to  get  at  him.  until  it  was  found  n^c^aS 
to  blow  in  the  whole  face  of  the  dug-out  ^dTZ 
buiy  him  within  his  own  stronghold  ""^  "  *« 

made  with  the  8th  East  Surrey  and  7th  Queen^ 
Soney  m  front,  the  ktter  to  the  left.  ThrvX^ 
were  m  support  and  the  7th  West  KenS  In  tj^ 

mlT  T ^  1!*^^^  ^  which  hel^^ 
tol^  v^"*^'*^^*'''-  The  supports  had  ^n 
tobe  pushed  up  to  thicken  the  raX  of  S  K 
S«™y—  battalion  which,  with  the  meSSiSte 

J^  dnbbled  footballs,  one  for  each  platoon,  «^ 
No^s  I«.d  and  shot  their  goal  i^^the  ba^ 
tonoL  A  crater  had  been  formed  by  a  mine  exdS! 
Jon.  fonmng  a  gap  in  the  German  fj,nt,^d  SLd 

Germans  rushing  down  a  side  sap  which  bw^u^t 

tt  officer  and  a  sergeant  of  the  Bufe,  and  kiUed  1^ 
^Q^mans.  cutting  off  their  flow  of  reinf orTm^ta 

S2t  r^T^  "^P*^  •  n>aohine-gun  whichTS 
fo^t  to  the  tart  cartridge.    It  is  w^rth  reoor,Sg 
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I  that  in  the  oaae  of  one  of  thew  maohine-ganavthe' 
gunner  was  actually  found  with  a  four-foot  chain 
attaching  him  to  the  tripod.  Being  badly  wounded 
and  unable  to  disengage  himself,  the  wretched  man 
had  dragged  himself,  his  wound,  and  his  tripod  for 
some  distance  before  being  captured  by  the  British. 
The  fact  was  duly  established  by  a  sworn  inquiry. 

The  brigade  was  winning  its  way  forward,  but  the 
hard  resistance  of  the  Qermans  had  delayed  it  to  such 
a  point  that  there  was  a  danger  that  it  would  not  be 
in  its  place  so  as  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  90th 
Brigade,  who  were  due  to  attack  Montauban  at  10  a.m. 
Such  a  failure  might  make  the  difference  between 
victory  and  defeat.  At  this  critical  moment  the 
officer  commanding  the  East  Surreys  dashed  to  the 
front,  re-formed  his  own  men  with  all  whom  he  could 
collect  and  led  them  onwards.  Captain  Neville  was 
killed  in  gallantly  leading  the  mail,  but  the  wave 
went  forward.  There  was  check  aitet  check,  but 
the  point  had  to  be  won,  and  the  SufioUcs  of 
the  63rd  Biiga-ie  were  brought  round  to  strengthen 
the  attack,  whiie  the  West  Rents  were  pushed 
forward  to  the  fighting  line.  By  mid -day  two 
platoons  of  West  Rents  were  into  Montauban 
Alley,  and  had  seised  two  houses  at  the  western 
end  of  Montauban,  which  were  rapidly  fortified  by  a 
section  of  the  92nd  Field  Company.  The  flank  of 
the  90th  was  assured.  A  South  African  officer  led 
the  first  group  of  Surrey  men  who  seized  Montauban. 
He  is  said  during  the  action  to  have  slain  seventeen 
of  the  enemy. 

The  rest  of  the  brigade,  however,  had  desperate 
work  to  get  into  line  with  the  village.  The  East 
Surreys  and  Bufis  were  con  log  along  well,  but  the 
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Qum'^nrrey.  had  lort  heavily  and  were  held  up  Ou™ 
rfl^°*.P*""l'^"^  ^^  Trench.  A  maj?  ^^ 
a  bombing  party  from  the  8th  Suiex.  4e  pfen^  StT 

J2jf  J*^  """ck  carried  the  podtion  oS 
^^  and  «,venty  Gennans  remainZlive  in  Z 

T^T^^.^  "^^  ^'^  '«ft  ^  the  air.  for 
ti^rS'^-iT^  ^  ^'''^''^  ^^'^  them  «d 
?W  fT^'-    ^«'»'^"ne  of  Montauban  Alley 

Once  again  the  Stokes  guna  saved  what  looked  S 
't^'"  "Nation.  They  blasted  a  holelnMont^ 
anban  Alley,  and  through  the  hole  rushed  a  fuii^ 
•tomung  party  of  the  Queen's.  As  eveiSnT^^ 
after  that  long  day  of  fighting,  the  weary  ShS 

L^t^™^"'  Montauban  to  the  jtiictio;  with  Se 
Seventh  Division  near  Mamet*.    One  does  not  know 

S«*°JJT  ""f^*^"  »•''«  diapodtions,  the  Z 
SSJl  Jr^*"*u,"l  *^  *^P«'  "  <*«  el«^c  adapt- 
£^1T^  '^"'^  the  initiative  of  the  oflScersuJ^n 
a^iSL^vSlET^  means  for  getting  over 

^^to' about  mo  oSeiTdTn,"SitS 
nnd«l00O  b^  fatal.  Of  the  Gennans  700  Zf 
captoed,  1200  were  buned  after  the  action,  and  the 
.^j!fv*^^'*J'°*  P°^"y  have  been  leas  tt.maio« 
gmdbytheBritish.   It  should  be  added  S^ 

SI  L^  ""Tf  t*^'  "^^  ^"  due  to  the  8^ 
WW,  84th.  Md  86th  Brigades,  Royal  Keld  ArtiUery^ 

fcnmng  the  diVMonalartiUery,  who  earned  thedeeS 
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Ckum  gntitade  of  the  infantry,  the  hij^MSt  rawud  to  wluoh 
^-     the  gunner  can  attain.    Some  of  the  artillery  of  the 

n«        Ninth  Diviaion  was  alao  engaged. 

A  few  worda  may  be  (aid  of  the  immediate  foture 
of  the  Eighteenth  Diviaion  before  the  narrative  of 
July  1  is  completed  by  a  oonaideration  of  the  wodt  of 
the  Thirtieth  Division.  The  ground  captoiedinoliided 
part  of  what  may  be  called  the  Montauban  Bidge, 
and  the  poaseasion  of  this  point  proved  to  be  of 
great  service  for  observation  in  connection  with  the 
immediate  operations  at  Bottom,  Shelter,  and  Mamets 
Woods  by  the  Fifteerth  Corps.  The  guns  were  at 
once  advanced  and  patrols  were  thrown  out  in  frOnt 
which  penetrated  and  eventually  occupied  Cater- 
pillar Wood,  a  long  winding  plantation  on  the  imme- 
diate front  of  the  Division.  These  various  patrols 
picked  up  no  less  than  twelve  German  field-gnns 
abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The  front  was  held  until 
July  8,  when,  the  Eighteenth  was  relieved  by  the  Third 
K^on. 

As  to  the  fighting  of  the  Germans  i^n  this 
front,  it  was  excellent  as  usual — but  it  is  needful  to 
accentuate  it,  as  there  is  a  tendency  to  depreciate 
the  enemy  at  a  point  where  he  ia  beaten,  which  is  an 
injustice  to  the  victors.  The  latter  had  no  doubts 
about  the  matter.  "  There  is  one  thing  we  have  all 
learned  and  that  is  that  the  Hun  is  a  jolly  good 
soldier  and  engineer,  so  don't  listen  to  any  other 
nonsense.  If  you  get  hand-to-hand  with  him  he 
gives  in  at  once,  but  he  practically  never  lets  you  get 
BO  close.  As  long  as  ititz  has  a  trench  and  a  gun  he 
will  stick  there  till  he  is  made  crows'  rations.  We 
know  we  are  just  slightly  better  than  he  is,  but  there's 
nothing  much  in  it — nothing  to  justify  contempt  or 
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MJ*  •*:»""  °^tl«  Eighteenth  Div«on  wu  ^ 
"o««rfal.   th.t  of  the  Thirtieth  upon   iu  nght  ST 
w«not  1^  •»     Thi.  divirion  h.d  been  nS  "^ 
«n|Mly    from    laveipool    and    Manoheeter    the 
J^J^b^  aU  of  the  King-.  LiverpoolT'of  Z 

batt^ons,  which  owe  their  origia  lareely  to  that 

great  p^ot,  Urd  B^by.  weTreSd  on  te 

Pri     -yrtern,  by  which  friend,  in  peace  should  be 

o»«^e.mwar.     So  do*  wa.  LoKr?;,  t.n^ 

one  brigade,  and  three  of  hi.  family  servedlrirtte 

i^  iTJ^       ,     •ppearance  of  this  fine  force  in 

eonM  have  been  more  fortunate  or  We  given  a 
Jitter  «icount  of  itsett  It  may  be  explaiJri^t 
rth^  e^anged  ito  91st  Brigade  for  KTrfte 
Sw^tii  DiYwion,  and  that  several  of  the  vetewn 
b^^  of  the  old  Seventh  now  served  wi^ 

.illl^^f**£^r  ?*  *^  •"^*»'  ^  *»»«  i^'Portant 
Sf  of  Montanban  deep  within  the  enemj^sKne 
Jj^an  ambitious  mark  in  a  war  whei  ev^ 
y«J  means  an  ^ort,  but  it  was  accomplished  wS 

M  the  defence  was  slack.    On  the  riaht  oonorite 
M»n«,urt  the  attack  feU  to  the  8»th  BriSe  S? 

KtvS,St2 '"'  ^^l"*^  ^''^^ 
Mrt&i«I!^^  A"^*""-    On  their  left  was  the 

"PPort  with  orders  to  go  through  and  sei«  the  ^ 
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ChAMB  itidl  From  tlwiUrt  the  attack  want  like  oIookworiL 
J^  Tlte  aitilleiy  wa»  admiiable,  the  inlantry  inezmable, 
and  the  leading  all  that  oould  be  denied.  The 
ever-ieadf  maohine-guna  put  np  a  flene  defence, 
eapedallf  on  the  left  flank,  wheie  the  IStV  King's 
liveipools,  led  by  their  popular  colonel,  lost  thiee- 
qnitfteis  of  their  eftectiTea  but  oanied  their  objeotiTe 
none  the  leas.  The  2nd  West  Torks  behind  them 
were  also  terribly  scourged,  but  gained  the  line  of  the 
Glati  Redoubt  all  the  saote.  Here,  as  with  the 
Eighteenth  Division,  there  was  every  sign  that  the 
garrison  of  the  ftont  trenches  had  been  surprised. 
"  The  Germans  gave  us  plenty  of  machine-gun  fire 
while  we  were  advancing  upon  them;  when  we 
reached  the  trench  only  a  few  showed  fight.  The  rest 
flung  up  their  arms  and  cried :  '  Mercy,  Eamerad  I ' " 
It  was  clear  they  had  been  taken  by  surprise,  for  many 
of  them  were  barefooted,  none  of  iJiem  had  any  equip- 
ment. When  there  was  no  attack  at  4  A.if.  they 
were  then  told  that  they  could  lie  down  and  have  a 
iMt,  "as  the  British  would  not  now  come  out  till 
four  in  the  afternoon."  It  is  abundantly  dear  that 
the  &mous  German  intelligence  department  was  abeol- 
ntely  at  fault  in  the  southern  sector  of  the  great 
battle. 

Althon^  the  fir^t  three  trenches  were  carried 
without  a  hitch,  the  garrison  of  the  fourth  had  time 
to  stand  to  arms,  and  were  greatly  assisted  in  their 
defence  by  a  flank  fire  from  the  still  untaken  village 
of  Mametz,  and  from  machine-guns  in  the  southern 
comer  of  Mametz  Wood  which  lies  to  the  north  of 
Montauban.  The  resistance  caused  considerable 
losses,  including  that  of  Colonel  Johnson  of  the  17tii 
Manchesteis,  but  the  advance  was  irresistible,  and 
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■w^T     -nr  wtry  obrtule  ontil  they  bad  ».n).^  ^ 
tneir  objective.    On  th*  i^vi.*  *i.    r^'       .  '*'<'*•<'  <*u»»» 

J.  ntS  end  isSt«ft:;:^nn~k'r!S',^~ 

fought  the,r  w.y  up  to  the  bricMeld*  v'ch  «:  ^ 
ne«ri7  fevel  with  Montauban.  but   tTtT.  tuS  S^~ 
of  It.    A  company  eeiwd  theee  and  a  Bood  S 
ofpt»one«.    There  it  con«,lidaW  b  K  SS 
with  the  famous  "iron  copd."  of  ti,.  iiC    u     "** 

yeUow  advance -flags  of  the  Thirtieth  fomed  a 
contmuou.  hne  with  the  wd  and  y^ow  Tlh! 
BighteenU.  Division.  On  the  left  Jf  CLlS^ 
Je  Ifonohesters  with  the  Scots  Fusiliers  of  Z^ 
K'th^,"*""?*"  *»>-  way  into  MoZ^, 
StoL  S  S  't::i.'«J»8«  fortress.  whicTw^e 
o«taned  in  lie  suoceedmg  months  to  fall  into  the 

^of  the  determined  resistance  of  small  urouns  rf 
O^mans  m  various  houses,  which  iJT^y^^ 

ttMT  way  from  room  to  room,  drove  their  eneSe, 

d«m  mto  the  ceUars.  and  hurled  bombs  on  ^^ 
fe™.  above  The  German  lo««s  were  heaw.^d 
r«J  hundreds  of  prisoner,  were  «>nt  to  th^'rT 
By  the  early  afternoon  the  whole  village  wm  inT« 
J«d.  of  the  90th  Brigade,  who  hadlLo  ™S 
SS"^  Alley,  the  faench  200  yaTu^'Sj 
*»rther  side  of  it.  whence  by  their  rifle-&e  th«^ 
^several  attempts  at  LmZ.Z.tn2> 

a^  tame  won  a  lodgment  in  the  new  British  famt 

*««*.  Whng  a  party  of  the  na  Manchestera.  bSt 
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thqr  wan  untble  to  liold  it,  And  with  dkylight  thiy 
wen  ejeotMl  onoe  mon.  Tbe  nader  who  ii  WM17  ct 
hMkring  of  Britiah  Iomm  will  be  intemted  to  know, 
on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Bedell  of  the  IMt 
Bavariana,  that  ont  of  a  gairiaon  of  SfiOO  men  fiom 
the  0th  Bavarian  Beeerre  Begimenti  only  600  eioaped 
from  the  Montauban  front.  All  theae  operationa 
were  carried  out  in  cloae  touch  with  the  French  upon 
the  right,  10  oloae  indeed  that  the  c<donel  of  the 
17th  King*!  Liverpool!,  aeeing  that  the  French 
colonel  of  the  fliink  battalion  waa  advancing  baada 
hia  men,  aprang  out  and  joined  him,  ao  that  the  two 
oolonela  ahook  handa  in  die  captured  poaition. 

Some  atreaa  haa  in  this  narrative  been  laid  upon 
the  fact  that  the  difBcultiea  to  be  overcome  in  the 
■oath  were  leaa  than  those  in  the  north.  Such  an 
assertion  is  only  fair  to  the  gallant  men  who  failed. 
At  the  same  time  nothing  should  detract  from  the 
credit  due  to  those  splendid  southeriy  divisions  who 
really  won  the  battle  and  mtde  the  hole  through 
which  the  whole  army  eventually  passed. 

1  hough  the  French  operations  do  not  primarily 
come  within  the  scope  of  this  record,  it  is  neoeasary 
to  give  some  superficial  account  of  tiiem,  sinoe  they 
form  an  integral  and  essential  part  of  the  battle. 
80  important  were  they,  and  sc  suocessfnl,  that  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  it  was  the  complete  victory 
upon  their  line  which  atoned  for  our  own  want  of 
success  in  the  north,  and  assured  that  tiie  balance  of 
this  most  bloody  day  should  be  in  our  favour.  It  is 
teue,  as  they  would  be  the  fiiat  to  admit,  that  the 
troops  of  GJeD'iral  Foch  had  none  of  those  impasa- 
able  barragea,  concentrations  of  machine-guns,  and 
desperately  defended  iimet  linea  of  tranohea  which 
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PMrt^on.  WKi  th.  men  who  heW  them  wn«  C     «v^ 
fcumdjUe.    Ontheoth,rh«d.iti/rjrJ«ti?- 
jnmuJUj.tth.BWu.hh^i.bWymi^S.J'^  S? 
•fcrt  in  the  common  com  .t  Veidun.  and  th.t  ttde  ^ 

1^  upon  the  Wert  WM  prmumly  •  Brituh  ofliSJ 
m  wboh  thv  w«.  pUying  .  wbiddiwy  part.  Til 
ih.  mow  «m«k,ble  th.t  their  «^,rouId  W 

SSl?.^  rT^  ^'.'^  "*»*•"•  .  P«t  in  the  Utti" 

The  ftttaok  of  the  Britiah  wm  roughly  upon  » 

Ifanoonrt.    On  tiu.  rtretoh  they  broke  the  Germim 

•Hd  moyod  forwud  for  ite  whole  ertmt.    Thoe  it 

end  th«t  more  than  one-half,  or  10  mile.,  repreeentod 

Sf  r"  "*  T"^:  ^^"^  *^  whob^SoS 
tew  month,  the  IWh  army  wa.  ZTZ 

^  r?i  "* '*  J?!^  in  olo«  nniwa  with  Se 
a»bah  ThHteenth  Corp.  upon  their  left.  We  S 
«na«.  the  northern  and  the  aouthem  Fre^ 
jnnie^  both  bemg  under  the  direction  of  (W 

ft  may  briefly  be  rtated  that  the  advMMje  of  the 
rnoOi  army  wa.  earned  out  with  great  dadi  w^ 

rf^r?  "^^  "T^  *'"™*  '*«^'  o"  *»»«  evening 
«*  July  1.  holdmg  the  ontdrirte  of  the  TillageToS 
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Ckum  Cnriu  and  of  Haidecoort.    On  July  2  Curia  waa 


IV, 


entiidy  occupied,  and  shortly  afterwards  Hardepoort 
also  fell.  The  southern  army,  which  consisted  of 
the  fiery  Colonial  Division  upon  the  left  and  the 
Twentieth  upon  the  right,  under  the  immediate 
leadership  of  Qeneral  Fayolle,  had  even  greater 
success.  Not  only  all  the  lines  of  trenches  but  the 
villages  of  Dompierre,  Becquincourt,  Bussu,  and  Fay 
were  stormed  upon  July  1.  On  the  2nd  Irise  and 
the  Moreaucourt  Wood  had  also  been  taken,  and 
several  counter-attacks  repelled.  On  that  evening 
the  French  were  able  to  report  that  they  had  taken 
6000  prisoners,  while  the  British  operations  had  yielded 
8600— or  OSOO  in  all. 

When  the  sun  set  upon  that  bloody  day — probably 
the  most  stirring  of  any  single  day  in  the  whole  record 
of  the  world — ^the  higher  command  of  the  Allies  must 
have  looked  upon  t  .e  result  with  a  strange  mixture 
of  feelings,  in  which  dismay  at  the  lessee  in  the 
north  and  pride  at  the  successes  in  the  south  con- 
tended for  the  mastery.  The  united  losses  of  all 
the  combatants,  British,  French,  and  Qermans,  must 
have  been  well  over  100,000  between  the  rising 
and  the  setting  of  one  summer  sun.  It  is  a  rout 
which  usually  swells  the  casualties  of  a  stricken  army, 
but  here  there  was  no  question  of  such  a  thing,  and 
these  huge  losses  were  incurred  in  actual  battle.  As 
the  attackers  our  own  casualties  were  undoubtedly 
heavier  than  those  of  the  enemy,  and  it  is  natural 
that  as  we  turn  from  that  list  we  ask  ourselves  the 
question  whether  our  gains  were  worth  it.  Such  a 
question  might  be  an  open  one  at  Neuve  Chapelle 
or  at  Looe,  but  here  the  anewer  must  be  a  thousand 
times  Tea.    Together  we  had  done  the  greatest  day's 
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Ini  tt  I"  "I  **;  *"**  *'"^  •^•^o  -"'k  c^ 

wmcn  led  to  many  developmente  in  the  future  and      "■ 

o7lSf  ^?  "  ^"""^  ^'^  -*-**  ovr^'nSi  xir 
of  front.    It  was  not  a  line  of  trenches  which  we  ^2* 

bmlt  up  by  a  year  and  a  half  of  unremitting  labour 

£m^^  '*  "*  °"«  P«^*  ^^  1"^  outfllS"t 
^^    ^?r  **'  *^*  **•  """d  however  slow  the 

dl^  "^f *  ^v°*  «^**^8  '°°'"  f-'  o«  fori  to 
d^loy.  and  pushing  the  Germans  ofi  our  flarj  h 
^  certam  that  sooner  or  later  that  line  ZTi^ 
rolled  up  from  end  to  end.  It  was  hoped,  too  that 
und«  our  gunfire  no  other  frontier  of  siSr^S 

T^T""?-^^"'"^'^-  That  was  the gSS 
departure  which  may  be  dated  from  July  1.  ^^Z 

^le  recompense  for  our  losses.  Thei^^Uv^ 
w«e^adly  laid  down  as  a  price  for  finj  Sr^!! 
aod  history  may  show  that  it  was  really  on  tLe 

Ev^  as  the  day  of  Gettysburg  was  the  tumiSS 
ofthe  Amencan  Civil  War,  and  as  that  ofpS- 

i^  ™?  °f  tl^e  line  between  Pricourt  and  Frise  may 

Shir*  J^.^T  v^"  *^«  '^^'^^^  ^"to^  in  the 
teible  conflict  which  the  swollen  dreams  of  Prusda 
l>ad  brought  upon  the  world.  oi  «ussia 

acbV^Tl.  **"/  '^°*''''^  *•"*  enormous  scale  of  the 
^on  the  desperate  valour  of  the  troops  engaged. 
Md  the  fact  that  the  German  line  was  fairly  md 
P^nentiy  broken  for  the  first  time,  one  2  ^t 
^ate  should  be  for  ever  marked  in  British  military 
*nn»ta  as  the  glorious  First  of  July. 
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Jftom.,3vij  2  to  Jnly  14,  1916 

Genenl  litiwtion— Captnn  ol  La  BoiwUs  by  NinatMiith  DiTidoii — 
Splendid  sttwik  by  3Sth  Brigade  npon  OvUIen— Siege  ud 
ndaetion  oi  OriUen — Opentions  it  OoDtslmiaoD — ^Deqpento 
lighting  at  the  Qudnngle  by  Seventeentli  Divieiaii — Okptnn  of 
Mameta  Wood  by  Thirty-eighth  Wdeh  Diviaioii— Captnn  of 
Ttonea  Wood  by  Eighteenth  DiTiaiaa. 

cuFm  The  teirible  fighting  just  described,  during  which  the 
2l  German  line  was  broken  at  its  soutiiem  end,  was  but 
the  opening  of  a  most  despetate  battle,  which  extended 
over  many  months.  This,  while  it  cost  veiy  haavy 
loases  to  both  sides,  exacted  such  a  toll  fnnu  the 
Germans  in  prisoners  and  lost  material,  as  well  as  in 
casnalties,  that  it  is  probable  that  their  army  would 
haye  been  largely  disorganised  had  not  the  wet 
weather  of  October  come  to  hamper  the  operations. 
As  it  was,  the  letters  of  the  soldieis  and  the  intercepted 
messages  of  the  Generals  show  an  amomit  of  demoral- 
isation which  proves  the  mighty  pressure  applied 
by  the  allied  armies.  It  was  a  battle  which  was 
seldom  general  throughout  the  curve  into  which  the 
attackers  had  encroached,  but  which  confined  itself  to 
this  or  that  limited  objective — to  the  north,  to  the  east. 
Id* 
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or  to  the  south,  the  blow  falling  the  more  auddenly,  c*.™ 

anoednnng  the  whole  of  this  time  the  Allies  preserved      ^• 
the  command  of  the  air  to  an  extent  which  actually  liT" 
enabled  them  to  push  their  guns  forward  across  the  X 
open.    Bomefames  it  was  a  fortified  village  which  was  *"»°"- 
owned.    Sometimes  it  was  the  trenches  between 
viUages,  so  that  the  garrisons  might  feel  in  danger  of 
beiD^cntofi.  Sometimes— the  worst  obstacle  of  all— it 
w«»  one  of  the  patches  of  wood  dotted  over  the  country- 
side, which  had  to  be  cleared  of  the  enemy's  stubborn 
mfanfay  and  i;.<iohine-gunner8.     But  whatever  the 
task  might  be,  it  may  be  stated  generally  that  it  wm 
alwa;^  carried  out,  if  not  at  the  first,  then  at  the 
second,  third,  or  some  subsequent  attempt.    It  may 
also  be  said  that  never  once  during  all  that  time 
did  a  yard  of  ground  which  had  been  taken  by 
tiie  Allies  pass  permanently  back  to  the  enemy. 
Brfore  the  wmter  had  fallen  more  than  forty  villages 
had  been  carried  and  held  by  the  attack— but  not 
one  by  the  counter-attack.    The  losses  were  heavy 
sometimes  very  heavy,  but  so  perfect  now  was  tiie 
oo-flidinataon  between  infantry  and   guns,  and  so 
■MBterful  the  allied  artillery,  that  it  is  h^y  probable 
that  at  last  the  defence  was  losing  as  many  as  the 
attack.    Those  deep  ravines  which  had  enabled  the 
Germans  to  escape  the  effects  of  the  early  bombard- 
ments no  longer  existed  in  the  new  lines,  and  the 
superficial  ditches  which  now  formed  the  successive 
hues  of  defence  offered  litUe  protection  from  a  fire 
oiwcted  by  a  most  efficient  air  service.    On  the  other 
hand,  since  the  German  air  service  had  been  beaten 
out  of  the  sky,  the  sight  of  the  German  gunners  was 
ami,  and  became  entirely  blind  when  by  their  suc- 
oeisivB  advances  the  Allies  had  pushed  them  over  the 
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low  ridges  which  formed  their  rearward  pontioiu. 
The  map,  however  skilfully  used,  is  a  poor  sqbstituto 
for  the  obserration  officer  and  the  aeroplane. 

Standing  on  the  edge  of  this  welter,  and  gazing 
at  this  long  haze  into  which  vigorous  divisions  con- 
tinually plunge,  relieving  exhausted  units,  only  to 
stagger  out  in  their  turn,  rent  and  torn,  while  yet 
others  press  Ut  the  front,  one  feels  appalled  at  the 
difficulty  of  following  such  complex  operations  and 
of  conveying  them  clearly  and  in  their  due  order  to 
the  mind  of  the  reader.  Some  fixed  system  must 
evidently  be  followed  if  the  narrative  is  to  remain 
intelligible  and  the  relation  of  the  various  actions  to 
each  other  to  be  made  evident.  Therefore  the  course 
of  events  will  still,  so  far  as  possible,  be  traced  from 
the  north,  and  each  incident  be  brought  to  some  sort 
of  natural  pause  before  we  pass  onwards  down  tne 
line.  We  can  at  once  eliminate  the  whole  northern 
portion  of  the  British  line  from  the  Gommecourt 
salient  down  to  Albert,  since  for  that  long  stretch 
attack  had  changed  definitely  to  defence,  and  we  start 
our  narrative  from  the  south  of  the  Albert — Bapaiune 
load.  From  that  point  Imz  villages  immediately 
faced  the  old  British  line,  and  each  was  now  a  centre 
of  fighting.  From  the  north  they  were  La  Boiselle, 
Fricourt,  Mametz,  and  Montauban.  The  latter  had 
been  held  against  a  strong  counter-attack  on  the 
early  mommg  of  July  2,  and  it  was  firmly  in  the 
possession  of  the  Thirtieth  Division.  Mametz  was 
held  by  the  Seventh  jOivision,  who  were  pushing  on 
to  the  north,  driving  a  weak  resistance  before  them. 
Fricourt  had  been  deserted  by  the  morning  of  July  2, 
and  had  been  occupied  by  the  Seventeenth  Division, 
who  also  at  once  pushed  on  towards  the  woodlands 
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^^'^W^^^uV'^  ''•'^y  "^^  ^*^  P»rt  <^ 
01  theThiity-fourth  Division  to  the  south  of  it,  and      ^• 

the  Twdfth  and  Nineteenth  Divisions  with  other  Th. 
teoopsaU  round  it.    These  four  villages  and  the  gaps  " 
between  them  represented  the  break  in  the  German 
iront  line. 

The  second  German  main  line  ran  through  the 
Ba«entins  and  Longueval,  ard  it  was  reached  and 
earned  by  the  British  Army  upon  July  14     The 
mtervening  fortnight  between  the  battle  of  the  front 
and  of  tile  second  line  was  occupied  in  clearing  the 
many  obstacles,   consisting  for  the   most  part  of 
woods  and  subsidiary  trenches  which  filled  the  space 
between  the  two  lines,  and  also  in  attacking  the  two 
villages  of  Ovillers  and  Contalmaison.  which  hampered 
opMations  upon  the  left  wing.    It  wiU  help  the 
readfflr  very  much  to  understand  these  apparently 
wmplex  movements  if  he  will  realise  that  they  divide 
themselves  into  three  distinct  groups  of  activity 
ootmtmg  from  the  north  of  the  line.    The  first  group 
!'i.  '^r^^^  :^^  *^«  '»P*°«'  °*  O^ers,  and  in  it 
Si^r™'  Nineteenth,  Thirty-second,  and  Twenty- 
fifth  Divisions  are  concerned.    The  second  group  is 
connected  with  the  capture  of  the  strong  position 
wluch  IS  bastioned  by  Contalmaison  upon  one  side 
and  Mameta  Wr>d  at  the  other,  with  the  Quad- 
rangle system  ol  trenches  between.    In  this  very 
severeconflict  the  Twenty-third,  Seventeenth,  Seventh 
md  Thirty-eighth  Divisions  were  engaged.    Finally 
there  18  the  group  of  operations  by  which  the  right 
wrng  was  advanced  through  Bemafoy  Wood  and  up 
to  Ttones  Wood.    In  these,  the  Ninth,  Thirtieth,  and 
JSighteenth  Divisions  were  chiefly  concerned.  WeshaU 
now  take  each  of  these  in  tiim,  beginning  with  the 
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narthem  one,  the  taking  of  Otnllen,  and  oanying 
each  nairative  to  a  definite  tenn.  Before  emWking 
upon  this  account  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the 
two  northern  corps  of  Bawlinson's  army— ^e  Eighth 
and  Tenth— were  from  now  onwards  detached  as  a 
separate  Fifth  Army  under  Sir  Hubert  Ck>ugh,  one 
of  the  most  rising  commanders  in  the  Service.  The 
functions  of  this  Armj  were  to  hold  the  line  from 
La  Boiselle  to  Serre,  and  to  form  a  defensive  flank 
and  pivot  for  the  Third,  Fifteenth,  and  Thirteenth 
Corps  to  the  south. 

We  shall  first' follow  the  further  fortunes  of  the 
troops  which  operated  in  the  north.  Upon  July  3 
there  was  a  short  but  severe  action  upon  that 
part  of  the  old  British  line  immediately  to  the 
left  of  the  gap  which  had  been  broken.  In  this 
actios,  which  b^^  at  6  a.m.,  the  Thirtyngecond 
Division,  already  greatly  weakened  by  its  exertions 
two  dajns  before,  together  with  the  76th  Brigade, 
lent  them  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Division,  tried  to 
widen  the  rent  in  the  Qerinan  line  by  tearing  open 
that  portion  of  it  which  had  been  so  fatal  to  the 
Eighth  Division.  The  attack  failed,  however,  though 
most  bravely  delivered,  and  the  difficulties  proved 
once  more  to  be  unsurmountable.  The  attempt 
cost  us  heavy  casualties,  a  considerable  proportion 
of  which  fell  upon  the  76th  Brigude,  especially 
upon  the  11th  Cheshires,  whose  colonel  was  killed, 
and  upon  the  2nd  South  Lancashires,  who  ran  into 
wire  and  were  held  up  there.  The  8th  Borders 
reached  their  objective,  but  after  one-and-a-half 
hours  were  forced  to  let  go  of  it.  The  operation  proved 
that  whatever  misfortunes  had  befallen  the  G^ermans 
to  the  south,  they  were  still  rooted  as  firmly  as  ever 
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in  their  old  podtioBS.  TL'  same  leoaon  wm  to  be 
taught  OS  on  the  aame  mon^  og  at  an  adjacent  portion 
of  the  line. 

This  episode  was  at  the  immediate  south  of 
the  unsnoceesfol  attack  jost  described.  It  has 
already  been  stated  that  the  Twelfth,  the  En^iah 
division  which  had  seen  so  much  baii  fighting  at 
Loos,  had  taken  over  part  of  the  ttenchee  of  the 
Eighth  Division,  and  so  foond  themselves  facing 
Ovilleis.  Theii  chances  of  a  successful  advance 
upon  the  village  were  increased  by  the  fact  that  the 
Nineteenth  Division,  after  hard  fitting,  had  got  into 
La  Boiselle  to  the  south,  and  so  occupied  a  flank  to 
thnir  advance. 

Some  further  definition  is  required  as  to  the  situa- 
tion at  La  Boiselle,  how  it  was  brought  about,  and  its 
extreme  importance  to  the  general  plan  of  operations. 
When  the  left  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Division  had  failed 
to  hold  the  village,  while  some  mixed  units  of  the 
light  brigade  had  established  themselves  within  the 
Qennan  lines  as  already  narrated,  it  became  very  vita» 
to  help  them  by  a  renewed  attempt  upon  the  village 
itsell  For  this  purpose  the  Nineteenth  Division  had 
moved  forward,  a  unit  which  had  not  yet  been  seriously 
engaged.  It  was  under  the  command  of  a  fighting  Irish 
dragoon,  whose  whimsical  expedient  for  moving  for- 
wards the  stragglers  at  St.  Quentin  has  been  recorded 
in  a  previous  volume.  On  the  evening  of  July  1,  one 
hattalion  of  this  division,  the  9th  CSieshires,  had  got 
into  the  German  front  line  trench  near  the  village, 
but  they  were  isolated  there  and  hard  put  to  it 
to  hold  their  own  during  a  long  and  desperate  ni^t. 
On  the  following  afternoon,  about  4  o'clock,  two  of 
their  fellow-battalions  of  the  fiSth  Brigade,  the  9th 
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CMuna  Royal  Welsh  Fnsilien  and  th»  0th  Wilti,  ohmged 
2l  ■nddenly  ittaight  acioM  the  open  at  the  viu^ 
while  by  a  clever  device  the  Btitiah  barrage  waa 
turned  elsewhere  with  the  effect  of  miaieading 
the  (Senium  banage  which  played  upon  the  wrong 
area.  By  0  p.m.  on  July  2  the  south  end  of  the 
village  had  been  captured,  but  the  resistance  was 
still  very  fierce.  Early  next  morning  the  whole 
of  the  division  was  drawn  into  this  street  fighting, 
and  gradually  the  Qermans  were  pushed  back. 
There  was  one  desperate  counter-attack  during  which 
the  British  line  was  hard  put  to  it  to  hold  its 
own,  and  the  house-to-houae  fighting  continued 
throughout  the  whole  day  and  night.  Two  Britieh 
colonels,  one  of  the  7tJi  South  Lanor  "Mres  and 
the  other  of  the  8th  Gloucesters,  particularly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  this  close  fighting.  The 
latter,  a  dragoon  like  his  commander,  was  a  hard 
soldier  who  had  left  an  eye  in  Somaliland  and  a  hand 
at  Ypres,  but  the  sight  of  him  in  this  day  of  battie, 
tearing  out  the  safety-pin  of  bombs  with  his  teeth  and 
huriing  them  with  his  remaining  hand,  was  one  which 
gave  heart  to  his  men.  Slowly  the  Germans  were 
worn  down,  but  the  fighting  was  fierce  and  the  British 
losses  heavy,  including  three  commanding  officers, 
Wedgwood  of  the  North  Stafiords,  Royston  Figgott  of 
the  10th  Worcesters,  and  Heath  of  the  10th  Warwicks, 
the  first  two  killed,  the  latter  wounded.  In  the  midst 
of  the  infantry  fighting  a  single  gun  of  the  10th  Battery 
galloped  with  extraordinary  gallantry  right  into  the 
village  and  engaged  the  enemy  point-blank  with 
splendid  effect.  For  this  fine  performance  Captain 
Campbell  and  ten  men  of  the  gun's  crew  received 
decorations.    By  the  evening  of  the  8th  the  whole 
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▼ill^  WM  lolidly  conaolidated  by  the  Nineteenth  ckun. 
Divinon,  they  had  broken  up  a  strong  connter-attack      ^- 
from  the  direction  of  Poziiiea,  and  they  had  extended  tu 
their  conquest  so  as  to  include  the  redoubt  c»Jled  Tv^ 
Heligoland.    We  must  turn,  however,  to  the  attack 
which  had  in  the  meanwhile  been  prepared  upon  the 
line  to  the  immediate  north  of  La  Boiselle  by  the 
Twelfth  Division. 

This  attack  was  carried  out  at  three  in  HL. 
morning  of  July  7  by  the  86th  and  the  87th 
Brigades.  The  fighting  line  from  the  right  con- 
sisted of  the  Bth  Berks,  7th  Sufiolks,  6th  Queen's 
Surrey,  and  6th  West  Kent,  with  the  other  battalions 
in  dose  support.  Unhappily,  there  was  a  group  of 
machine-guns  in  some  broken  ground  to  the  north  of 
La  Boiselle,  which  had  not  yst  been  reached  by  the 
Nineteenth  Division,  and  the  fire  of  these  guns  was 
so  deadly  that  the  battaliom.  who  got  across  were 
too  weak  to  withstand  a  counter-attack  of  German 
bombers.  They  were  compelled,  after  a  hard  strug^e, 
to  fall  back  to  the  British  line.  One  curious  benefit 
arose  in  an  unexpected  way  from  the  operation,  for 
part  of  the  9th  Essex,  losing  its  way  in  the  dark, 
stumbled  upon  the  rear  of  the  German  defenders  of 
the  northern  edge  of  La  Boiselle,  by  which  happy 
ohance  they  took  200  prisoners,  helped  the  Nineteenth 
in  their  task,  and  participated  in  a  victory  instead  of 
a  check. 

It  was  evident  that  before  the  assault  was  renewed 
Kane  dispositions  should  be  made  to  silence  the  guns 
which  made  the  passage  perilous.  With  this  in 
view,  another  brigade,  the  74th  from  the  Twenty-fifth 
Division,  was  allotted  to  the  commander  of  the 
Twelfth  Division,  by  whom  it  was  placed  between  his 
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own  pootkm  and  that  held  by  the  NmetaMith  at 
La  BdieUe.  It  waa  anaaged  Uiat  theae  faoah  tcoopa 
■honld  attack  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  moining  ct 
July  7,  approaching  Ovillen  from  the  ioath,  and 
ovemuining  the  nozioni  machine-gona,  while  at 
8.S0  the  Mth  Brigade,  hitherto  in  leeerve,  ihonid 
advance  upon  Ovillera  from  the  w«at.  Bj  thia 
difierenoe.  of  half  an  hoar  in  the  attack  it  waa  hoped 
that  the  74th  would  have  got  the  gnna  before  the 
Seth  had  started. 

After  an  hoin's  bombardment  the  signal  waa 
given  and  the  74th  Brigade  came  away  with  a 
niah,  headed  by  the  ISth  CSieahirea  and  9th  North 
Lanoaahiree,  with  the  2nd  Irish  Rifles  and  llth 
Lancashire  Fusiliers  in  support  The  advance  fonnd 
Ae  Qermans  both  in  front  and  on  either  flank  of  them, 
but  in  spite  of  a  withering  fire  they  pushed  on  for  their 
mark.  Nearly  every  officer  of  the  ISth  Cheshires 
from  Colonel  Finch  down  to  Somerset,  the  junior 
snbaltem,  was  hit.  Half-way  between  La  Boiselle 
and  Ovillers  the  attack  was  brought  to  a  halt,  and  the 
men  found  such  cover  as  they  could  among  the  shell- 
holee.  Their  supportiiig  lines  had  come  up,  but 
beyond  some  bombing  parties  there  was  no  further 
advance  during  the  day.  Fifty  yards  away  the 
nntaken  machine-gun  emplacements  lay  in  front  of 
theui,  while  Ovillers  itself  was  about  000  yards 
distant  upon  their  left  front. 

In  the  meantime,  after  waiting  half  an  hour, 
the  Seth  Brigade  had  advanced.  The  machine- 
gona  were,  however,  still  active  on  either  flank 
of  them,  and  on  their  immediate  front  lay  the 
znbbish-heap  which  had  once  been  a  village,  a  mass 
of  ruins  now.    But  amid  those  ruins  lay  the  Fusilisn 
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of  the  Pnunu  Ooud— npoted  to  be  unong  the  <**«■ 
beet  addien  in  Europe,  and  every  chink  wm  m    _L 
embnmue  for  rifle  or  nutchine-gun.  tu 

The  advuKM  wu  one  which  may  hive  been  5*1 
matched  m  the  glorioua  annals  of  the  Britiihin£»ntrT,  '"^ 
but  can  never  have  been  excelled.  The  front  line 
oonntted  of  the  8th  and  »th  Royal  Purilieie,  one  upon 
CMh  wing,  the  7th  Suaaex  in  the  centre,  and  the  11th 
Middleeex  in  support— eouth-country  battalions  all. 
They  had  lain  waiting  for  the  signal  in  trenchea 
which  were  beaten  to  pieces  by  a  terrific  German 
shelling.  There  were  considerable  casualties  before 
the  first  man  sprang  from  fire  step  to  parapet.  As 
they  crossed  No  Man's  Land  bullets  beat  upon  them 
from  every  side.  The  advance  was  rendered  more 
frightful  by  the  heavy  weather,  which  held  down 
the  fumes  of  the  poison  shells,  so  that  the  craters  in 
which  men  took  refuge  were  often  found  to  be  traps 
from  which  they  never  again  emerged.  Many  of  the 
wounded  met  their  death  in  this  terrible  fashion. 
Still  the  thin  lines  went  forward,  for  nothing  would 
stop  them  save  death  or  the  voice  of  their  company 
oflScers.  They  were  up  and  over  the  first  German 
Kne.  A  blast  of  fire  staggered  them  for  c  moment, 
and  then  with  a  splendid  rally  they  were  mto  the 
second  trench,  and  had  seized  the  line  of  hedges  and 
walls  which  skirt  the  western  edge  of  the  village. 
Kve  hundred  men  were  left  out  of  those  who 
had  sprung  from  the  British  trench ;  but  the  600 
stiJI  went  forward.  The  two  Fusilier  battalions  had 
hMdly  the  strength  of  a  company  between  them,  and 
the  leader  were  all  down— but  every  man  was  a 
lewier  that  day.  Their  spirit  was  invincible.  An 
officer  has  recorded  how  a  desperately  wounded  man 


1 


N 


Ikt 


•flk* 


,Ji 


lis        THB  BRITISH  OAV?AIQN.  IMS 

MUcd  ont.  "Ate  th*  tnnchM  tekni.  drl".  Ob 
hauing  that  tbejr  wen,  he  fell  buck  ud  eriad, 
"Thank  God  I  for  nothing  dM  mattert."  In  tha 
oentn  the  Suiae*  men  itill  numbered  nearij  SOO, 
and  their  colonel  aided  and  directed  while  thc^ 
consolidated  the  ground.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
were  hit  af  they  did  ao,  but  the  handful  who  were 
left  defied  eveiy  effort  of  ihell,  bomb,  or  bayonet 
to  put  them  out.  A  lodgment  had  beui  made,  and 
noUiing  now  could  save  the  Tillage.  By  a  wiae 
proviaion,  aeeing  ^t  no  nipplies  could  reach  them, 
eveiy  man  had  been  loaded  up  with  twenty  bombs, 
and  had  been  instructed  to  use  every  captured 
German  bomb  or  cartridge  before  any  of  his  own. 
As  dusk  fell,  two  companies  of  the  supportinfr  Middle- 
sex battalion  were  sent  up,  under  heavy  Ure,  to 
thicken  the  line,  which  was  further  strengthened 
next  day  by  two  battalions  from  the  S7th  Brigade, 
while  the  7Sth  Brigade  prolonged  it  to  the  south. 
In  the  morning  of  July  9  the  Twelfth  Division,  sorely 
stricken  but  triumphant,  was  drawn  from  the  line, 
leaving  the  northern  half  of  m  Ovillers  front  to  the 
Thirty-second  Division  and  the  southern  half  to  the 
Twenty-fifth,  the  scattered  brigades  of  which  were 
now  reunited  under  one  general. 

That  commander  had  found  himself  during  these 
operations  in  a  difficult  poaition,  as  the  74th  Brigade 
had  been  moved  from  him  and  allotted  to  the  Twelfth 
Division,  and  the  Seventy-fifth  by  the  Thirty-second 
Division.  None  the  less,  he  had  carried  on  vigor- 
ously with  his  remaining  Brigade — ^the  7th,  and  had 
enluged  and  strengthened  the  British  poaition  in  the 
Leipzig  salient.  During  July  6  and  6  the  let  Wilts 
and  the  8rd  Worcesters  had  both  broadened  and 
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.„  J J     '"*/  80*  «">«*a  of  the  Oennan  banuM  ••"-•■ 

•nd  Noured  a  valuable  trench  "''™«« «»•»»«• 

^  and  that  shortly  afterward,  he  dieS  of^ 

-po?Sr,"flT  *'%"*  ^"«»'^«  »^-°-i 
.Wi.  iT -I  u  ™  *^*  ''***'  canying  on  the  task 
t£  IS  'r  -^  ^«U  begun  byl736th  B^X 

^4^-^ritxt?Lrfo^FS 

no  perceptible  weakening  of  Te  defi^  td  Z 
«unber  of  them  had  already  been  captured  in  the 
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trencheB,  mature  soldiers  of  exceptional  physique. 
Their  fire  was  as  murderous  as  ever,  and  the  2nd 
Manchesters  on  the  north  or  left  of  the  line  suffered 
severely.  The  18th  Highlanders  were  more  fortunate 
and  made  good  progress.  The  situation  had  been 
improved  by  an  advance  at  9  p.m.  upon  this  date, 
July  10,  by  the  2nd  Inniskilling  Fusiliers  from  the 
Sixth  Division,  higher  up  the  line,  who  made  a  lodg- 
ment north-west  of  OviUers,  which  enabled  a  Russian 
sap  to  be  opened  up  from  the  British  front  line.  The 
Inniskillings  lost  160  men  out  of  two  companies 
engaged,  but  they  created  a  new  and  promising  line 
of  attack. 

The  British  were  now  well  into  the  village,  both 
on  the  south  and  on  the  west,  but  the  fighting  was 
closer  and  more  sanguinary  than  ever.    Bombard- 
ments alternated  with  attacks,  during  which  the 
British  won  the  outlying  ruins,  and  fought  on  from 
one  stone  heap  to  another,  or  down  into  the  cellars 
below,    where   the    desperate    German   Guardsmen 
fought  to  the  last  until  overwhelmed  with  bombs 
from  above,  or  stabbed  by  the  bayonets  of  the  furious 
stormers.    The  depleted  74th  Brigade  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Division  had  been  brought  back  to  its  work 
upon  July  10,  and  on  the  12th  the  14th  Brigade  was 
relieved  by  the  96th  of  the  same  Thirty-second 
Division.    On  the  night  of  July  12  fresh  ground  was 
gained   by    a   surge    forward    of    the    2nd    South 
Lancashires  of  the  76th  Brigade,  and  of  the  19tb 
Lancashire  Fuailiers,  these  two  battaUons  pushing 
the  British  line  almost  up  to  Ovillers  Church.    Again, 
on  the  night  of  the  13th  the  3rd  Woroesters  and  8th 
Borders  made  advances,  the  latter  capturing  a  strong 
point  which  blocked  the  way  to  further  progress.    On 
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the  14th.  how  or,  the  10th  Oheshires  had  a  aet-Wlr    n_ 

raaamg  a  stumpy  waU.  a  few  f e^^Wg^^ln  ^^  S 
^it   was  now  very  closely  pressed  ^li^S 

however,  and  within  them  the  Guardsmen  w'ret 
d«^us  as  wolves  at  bay.  On  the  night  If  Ly 
15-16  a  final  attack  was  arranged.  It  was  to  ^ 
^ed  t^ugh  by  the  74th.  TSth.'and  uL  Bri^^ 

nSn  tW  rt  ^'*""'='°'  «°t  forward  into  such 
apositiOTi  that  they  were  cut  off  from  sunnlies  h«f  . 

«M  «wtem  outdarte  were  cleared  by  the  men  of  tte 
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Q„™  Forty-eighth  Territorial  Division,  which  was  ptotiy 
v™  accompl^hed  by  a  night  attack  of  the  4th  Glouoe-ters. 
From  now  onwards  tiU  July  29  this  Division  wa« 
ensaged  in  very  arduous  work,  pushing  north  and 
eart,  and  covering  the  flank  of  the  Australians  in 
their  advance  upon  Poziferes.  , 

So  much  for  the  first  group  of  operations  m  the 
intermediate  German  position.  We  shaU  now  pass 
to  the  second,  which  is  concerned  with  the  strong 
fortified  line  formed  by  the  Quadrangle  system  of 
trenches  between  Contalmaison  upon  oui  left  and 
Mametz  Wood  upon  our  right. 

It  has  been  mentioned  under  the  operations  of 
the  Twenty-first  Division  in  the  last  chapter  that 
the  61st  Brigade  passed  through  the  deserted  viUage 
of  Fricourt  upon  the  morning  of  July  2,  taking  about 
100  prisoners. 

On  debouching  at  the  eastern  end  they  swung  to 
the  right,  the  7th  Lincolns  attacking  Fncourt  Wood, 
and  the  8th  South  Stafiords.  Fricourt  Farm.    The 
wood  proved  to  be  a  tangle  of  smashed  trees,  which 
was  hardly  penetrable,  and  a  h«avy  fire  stopp^  the 
Lincolns.      The  colonel,   however,   surmounfa^the 
difficulty  by  detaching  an  officer  and  a  pwty  ot 
men  to  outflank  the  wood,  which  had  the  efiect  of 
driving  out  the  Germans.    The  South  Stafiords  were 
also  successful  in  storming  the  farm,  but  couM  not 
for  the  moment  get  farther.    Several  hundreds  of 
prisoners  from  the  111th  Regiment  and  three  guns 
were   captured  during  this  advance,   but  the  men 
were  very  exhausted  at  the  end  of  it,  having  been 
three  nights  without  rest.    Early  next  day  (Jidy  3) 
the  advice  was  resumed,  the  61st  Brigade  BtaU  to 
the  fore,  working  in  co-operation  with  the  62na 
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^^^z^ZSrz  r  -' '-  »- 

themselves  in  Bottom  Wood     Th-  ?*«blished  o^^ 

to  a  climax  when  in  the Tft  "Pewtwns  came  *»-- 

the  I86th  Prussian  E?1^T°,:  '"***^°"  »* 
;«  caught  between  ^fZl'sS  '^  ''^^«- 
Trench  and  had  to  Lrlj  ***'*"  ""  ^<=ifi* 
«8t  Brigade  had  done  T^^'V    ^'"^''tJ'*'    the 

«Bt  Brig^e,  the  I..t?lncol^;^?v^f.^  *°  ^^^ 
two  battalions  of  Northum2"i^    Yorkshires,  and 
upon  Shelter  Wood  and^Z'         .""''""  advancing 
•>ebitofwoSfa^dS^«'*>«torm.    Itw^ 
fon  to  the  GermaTtlaT&Cf  *^fi"t  ^tima- 
no  mor*  stop  British  iXX!  If  "^  *°'^  ^"uld 
ftrongholds  c^dd  d^  S!  !^  *^'*^  *^««  ^age 
">  front  of  the  Seventeen^  n  ""^'  ^"^  ^'^  ««d 
different  stuff  fromTev^         '^°'''  '^^w  <>*  very 
Rendered  in  gS^^t  "^^"^  "^  Ovillers.  and  s^ 

h*d  failed  to  f^pThe  diZl:^  *^"^  f>achine-guna 
»uts.  After  this^advan^ttr^°i  their  assail- 
was  drawn  out  of  Unl  fo^:  .  ^^'^ty-fiist  Division 
"tending  to  the  St  wi  1^*'  ^  ^l"!  Se-nteentf 
^th  Brigade.  fo.Sn^'^th^  S  ""f  ^^^^  ««^ 
Twenty-third  Divis^  Jl  ^"^  »* .  Babington's 
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co^  Of  woodland  wUoh  barred  the"  way     ^"iJ^Sn 
'•      of  July  6  an  advance  was  made,  the  Seventh  DiviMon 

~~  upou  Maniet*  Wood,  and  tie  Seventeenth  upon  the 
C^ngie  Trench,  connecting  the  wood  with 
Contalmaison.  The  attack  upon  the  wood  itself 
had  no  success,  though  the  1st  Koyal  W^  Fusdiers 
reached  their  objective,  but  the  62nd  Bn,^e  was 
entirely  successful  at  Quadrangle  Tren<A.  where  two 
battaUons-the  »th  Northumberland  Fuahers  and 
10th  Lancashire  Fusiliera-crept  up  withm  a  hundred 
yards  unobserved  and  then  carried  the  whole  pontaon 
with  a  splendid  rush.  It  was  at  once  oonsohdated. 
The  Twenty-third  Division  had  advanced  upon  the 
left  and  were  close  to  Contalmaison.  On  +iie  night 
of  July  6  the  Seventh  Division  was  drawn  out  and  the 
Thirty-eighth  Welsh  Division  took  over  the  Lie  which 

faced  Mametz  Wood.  .       .,  .  « 

The  Seventeenth  Division,  after  its  capture  ot 
the  Quadrangle  Trench,  was  faced  by  a  second  vej 
dangerous  and  difficult  line  caUed  the  Quadrangle 
S^rt,  the  relative  position  of  which  is  shown 
upon  the  diagram  on  the  next  page. 

It  is  dear  that  if  either  Mametz  Wood  or  Contal- 
taaison  were  to  faU,  this  trench  would  become  unten- 
able for  the  Germans,  but  until  those  two  bastions, 
or  at  least  one  of  them,  was  m  our  hands,  there  was 
such  a  smashing  fire  beating  down  upon  an  opeu 
advance  of  600  yards,  that  no  harder  task  could 
possibly  be  given  to  a  Division.  The  trench  was 
didhtly  over  the  brow  of  a  slope,  bo  that  when  tte 
3  played  upon  it  the  garrison  were  able  to  shp 
qniokly  away  and  take  refuge  in  Mametz  Wood, 
roming  back  again  in  time  to  meet  an  aasaultwbch 

ih^ere  well  aware  could  only  be  dehveied  by 
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cm-  troops  which  had  passed  through  an  ordeal  of  fiie 
'•      which  must  shake  and  weaken  them 
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It  seemed  that  the  best  chance  to  btmg  a  stnkmg 
force  up  to  the  trench  was  to  make  the  attempt  at 
night,  so  at  2  a.m.  of  July  7  the  9th  Northumberland 
FusiUers  and  10th  Lancashire  FusiUers,  the  same 
battJions   which   had    already   taken   Quadrangle 
Trench,  advanced  through  the  darkness  of  an  mcle- 
ment  night  upon  their  objective.    The  enemy  proved, 
however,  to  be  in  great  force,  and  their  trench  was 
stuffed  with  men  who  were  themselves  contemplatmg 
an  attack.     A  party  of   Lancashire  Fusiliers  got 
into  Pearl  Alley,  which  is  on  the  left  neci  Contal- 
maison,  but  the  viUage  stands  on  a  sUght  eminence, 
and  from  it  the  trench  and  the  approaches  can  be 
swept  by  fire.    The  British  attack  was  driven  back 
with  loss,  and  was  foUowed  up  by  the  9th  Grenadiers 
of  the  Prussian  Guard,  who  were  in  turn  driven  back 
by  the  left  of  the  British  line,  consisting  of  the  10th 
Lancashire  Fusiliers  and  some  of  the  Ist  Worcesters. 
In  the  morning  another  attempt  was  made  upon 
Quadrangle  Support,  this  time  by  the  9th  West 
Ridings  and  the  12th  Manchesters.     SmaU  parties 
got  up  to  Acid  Drop  Copse,  close  to  Contalmaison, 
but  they  were  too  weak  to  hold  on.    At  the  end  of 
this  attack  the  62nd  Brigade,  which  had  been  so 
badly  mauled,  was  drawn  out  and  the  61st  put  back 
in  its  place. 

This  severe  fighting  at  the  Quadrangle  was  part 
of  a  wider  action,  whi«A  was  to  include  an  attack  by 
the  Twenty-third  Division  upon  Contalmaison  and  an 
attack  by  Ae  Thirty-ei^  upon  Mametz  Wood. 
The  Contalmaison  attack  won  its  way  into  the  north- 
west side  of  the  village  at  11  o'clock  on  the  morning 


Til. 

B4ttll 

oftha 


THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  80MMB  I8i 
of  July  7,  but  by  12  o'clock  it  had  been  held  and  ch«™ 
eventuaUy  repulsed.  By  4.30  the  24th  Brigade  of  '• 
the  Twenty-third  Division,  which  was  on  the  imme- 
diate left  of  the  Seventeenth  Division,  had  been  driven 
back  to  Its  trenches,  the  1st  Worcesters,  2nd  East 
Lanoashires,  and  2nd  Northamptons  suffering  heavily. 

Whilst  the  Contalmaison  attack  had  failed  upon 
the  left,  that  upon  Mametz  Wood  had  no  better  success 
upon  the  right.  It  was  to  have  been  carried  out  by 
the  Thirty-eighth  Welsh  Division,  but  in  its  approach 
such  opposition  was  encountered  to  the  wood  that 
tte  16th  Welsh  (City  of  Cardiff)  and  10th  South 
Wales  Borderers  could  not  get  forward.  Meanwhile 
tiie  COth  Bngade  from  the  Seventeenth  Division  had 
been  told  off  to  co-operate  with  this  attack,  and 
naturaUy  found  themselves  with  their  right  flank  in 
the  air,  the  7th  East  Yorks  suffering  severely  in  con- 
sequence. None  the  less,  some  advance  was  made 
upon  this  side. 

In  the  night  of  July  7  a  third  attack  was  made 
upon  Quadrangle  Support,  with  no  better  result  than 
the  others.  On  this  occasion  the  61st  Brigade  had 
ndieved  the  62nd,  and  it  was  the  10th  Sherwood 
Foresters  which  endured  the  heavy  losses,  and  per- 
severed until  they  were  within  bomb-throw  of  l^ir 
objectave,  losing  Major  HaU  Brown,  a  gallant  Ceylon 
planter,  and  many  officers  and  men.  At  the  same 
hour  the  60th  Brigade  had  again  tried  to  gain  ground 
in  the  direction  of  Mametz  Wood,  but  had  failed 
on  account  of  uncut  wire.  The  military  difficulties 
Of  U-e  situation  during  this  day  were  greatly  enhanced' 
Dy  tlie  state  of  the  ground,  owing  to  most  unseasonable 
li^vy  ram,  which  left  four  feet  of  mud  in  some  of  the 
trenches.    Altogether,  when  one  considers  the  want 
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cmum  of  soooew  at  Orillen,  the  lepnlae  at  Contalinaiaon, 
^'  the  three  cheoka  in  one  day  at  the  Quadrangle,  and 
the  delay  of  the  attack  on  Mametz  Wood,  the  events 
of  July  7  showed  that  the  task  of  the  British,  even 
inside  a  broken  Qerman  line,  was  still  a  veiy  heavy 
one.  Qenptal  Home  upon  the  line  and  Sir  Douglas 
Haig  behind  it  must  both  have  felt  the  stiain  that 
night. 

At  six  in  the  morning  of  July  8  the  nndefeatable 
Seventeenth  Division  was  again  hard  at  work  encom- 
passing the  downfall  of  its  old  opponents  in  Quad- 
rangle Support.  Since  it  could  not  be  approached 
above  ground,  it  was  planned  that  two  brigades, 
the  Slst  and  the  60th,  should  endeavour  to  bomb 
their  way  from  each  side  up  those  trenches  which 
were  in  their  hands.  It  is  wonderful  that  troops 
which  had  already  endured  so  much,  and  whose  nerve 
might  well  be  shattered  and  their  ht  *s  broken  by 
successive  failures,  should  still  be  able  to  cany  out  a 
form  of  attack  which  of  all  others  call  for  dash  and 
reckless  courage.  It  was  done,  none  the  less,  and 
with  some  success,  the  bombers  blasting  their  way 
up  Pearl  Alley  on  the  left  to  the  point  where  it 
joins  on  to  the  Quadrangle  Support.  The  bombers 
of  the  7th  Lincolns  did  particularly  well.  "Every 
attempted  attack  by  tiM  Boeche  was  met  by 
them  with  the  most  extraordinary  Berserker 
fury.  They  utterly  cowed  the  enemy."  So  wrote 
an  experienced  spectator.  On  the  right  the  60th 
Brigade  made  some  progress  also  up  Quadrangle 
Alley.  Artillery  fire,  however,  put  a  term  to  the 
advance  in  hoQi  instances,  the  guns  of  Contalniaison 
dominating  the  whole  position.  In  the  evening 
a  fresh  bombing  attack  was  made  by  the  same 
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teoopf,  whose  exertions  seem  really  to  have  reached  ouna 
uie  Umit  of  hunwn  capacity.    Thia  time  the  7th      '• 
Borders  actuallv  reached  Quadrangle  Support,  but  Tb. 
were  unable  to  got  farther.    The  same  evening  some  ^ 
of  the  80th  Brigade  bombed  down  Wood  Trench  *"°"- 
towards  Mametz  Wood,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  coming 
attack  by  the  Thirty -eighth  Division.    On  July  9 
both  Brigades  again  tried  to  bomb  tiieir  way  bto 
Qnadranj^e  Support,  and  were  agam  held  up  by  ehe 
enemy's  fire.    This  was  the  sixth  separate  attempt 
upon  the  same  objective  by  the  same  soldiers— an 
example  surely  of  the  wonderful  material  of  which 
the  New  Armies  were  composed. 

But  their  labours  were  not  yet  done.  Though 
both  brigades  were  worn  to  shadows,  it  was  still  a 
point  of  honour  to  hold  to  their  work.  At  11.20  that 
night  a  surprise  attack  was  made  across  the  open 
under  the  cover  of  night.  The  8th  South  Stafiords 
on  the  left— charging  with  a  yell  of  "  StafiorJs  t " 
—reached  the  point  where  Pearl  Alley  joins  the 
Qnadrangle  Support  (see  Diagram),  and  held  on 
most  desperately.  The  60th  Brigade  on  the  right 
were  checked  and  could  give  no  assistance.  The 
men  upon  the  left  strove  hard  to  win  their  way  down 
Qnadrangle  Support,  but  most  of  the  officers  were 
down,  the  losses  were  heavy,  and  the  most  that 
ttey  could  do  was  to  hold  on  to  the  junction  with 
Pearl  Alley.  The  60th  were  ready  to  go  forward 
•«pin  to  help  them,  and  the  Yorkshire  men  were 
•teady  on  the  move ;  but  day  was  slowly  breaking 
ttd  it  was  doubtful  if  the  trench  could  be  held  under 
the  guns  of  Contahnaison.  The  attack  upon  the 
n^rt  was  therefore  stopped,  and  the  left  held  on 
••  beet  it  naight,  the  South  StafEords,  having    M 
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grieyotulj,  neulj  all  their  offioen,  mdnding  the 
Adjutant,  Coleridge,  being  on  the  ground. 

We  may  now  leave  this  heroic  tragedy  of  the 
Quadrangle  and  turn  our  attention  to  what  had  been 
going  on  -t  Mametz  Wood  upon  the  right,  which  wan 
really  the  key  to  the  situation.  It  has  already  been 
stated  that  the  wood  had  been  attacked  in  vain  by  a 
brigade  of  the  Seventh  Division,  and  that  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Welsh  Division  had  found  some  difficulty  in 
even  approaching  it.  It  was  indeed  a  formidable 
obstacle  upon  the  path  of  the  army.  An  officer 
has  described  how  he  used  to  gaze  from  afar  upon  the 
immenae  l<uik,  the  vast  denseness  and  darlmess  of 
Mametz  Wood,  and  wonder,  knowing  the  manifold 
dangers  which  lurked  beneath  its  shadows,  whether 
it  was  indeed  within  human  power  to  take  it.  Such 
was  the  first  terrible  task  to  which  the  Welshmen  of 
the  New  Army  were  called.  It  was  done,  but  one 
out  of  every  three  men  who  did  it  found  the  grave 
or  the  hospital  before  the  survivors  saw  the  light 
shine  between  the  further  tree-trunks. 

As  the  Welshmen  came  into  the  line  they  had  the 
Seventeenth  Division  upon  their  left,  facing  Quad- 
rangle Support,  and  the  Eighteenth  upon  their  right 
at  CateipiUar  Wood.  When  at  4. IS  on  the  morning 
of  July  10  all  was  ready  for  the  assault,  the  Third 
Division  had  relieved  the  Eighteenth  on  the  right, 
but  the  Seventeenth  was,  as  we  have  seen,  still  in  ita 
position,  and  was  fighting  on  the  western  edge  of  the 
wood. 

The  attack  of  the  Welshmen  started  from  White 
Trench,  which  lies  south-east  of  the  wood  and 
meanders  along  the  brow  of  a  sharp  ridge.  Since  it 
was  dug  by  the  enemy  it  was  of  little  use  to  the  attack, 
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for  no  rifle  fire  could  be  brought  to  bear  from 
the  edge  of  the  wood,  while  troops  coming 
hill  and  down  the  elope  were  dreadfully  muubw; 
Apart  from  the  German  riflemen  and  machine-gunners^ 
who  lay  thick  among  the  ehell-blasted  rtumps  of 
treee,  there  was  such  a  tangle  of  thick  undergrowth 
and  fallen  trunks  lying  at  every  conceivable  angle 
that  It  would  take  a  strong  and  active  man  to  make 
hie  way  through  the  wood  with  a  fowling-piece  for  his 
equipment  and  a  pheasant  for  his  objective.  No 
troops  could  have  had  a  more  desperate  task— the 
more  so  as  the  German  second  line  was  only  a  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  north  end  of  the  wood,  whence 
they  could  reinforce  it  at  their  pleasure. 

The  wood  is  divided  by  a  central  ride  running 
north  and  south.  All  to  the  west  of  this  was  allotted 
to  th«  113th  Brigade,  a  unit  of  Welsh  FusiUer  bat- 
talions commanded  by  a  yoimg  brigadier  who  is  more 
likely  to  win  honour  than  decorations,  since  he  started 
the  War  with  both  the  V.C.  and  the  D.8.0.  The 
114th  Brigade,  comprising  four  battalions  of  the 
Welsh  Reg^ent,  was  to  carry  the  eastern  half  of  the 
wood,  the  attack  being  from  the  south.  The  front 
line  of  attack,  counting  from  the  right,  consisted  of  the 
18th  Welsh  (2nd  Rhonddas),  Uth  Welth  (Swansea), 
with  its  left  on  the  central  ride,  and  16th  Boyal 
Welsh  Fusiliers  in  the  van  of  the  113th  Brigade. 
About  4.30  in  the  morning  the  barrage  lifted  from  the 
jhadowj  edge  of  the  wood,  and  the  infantry  pushed 
forward  with  all  the  Clymric  fire  which  bums  in  that 
ancient  race  as  fiercely  as  ever  it  has  done,  as  every 
field  of  manly  sport  wiU  show.  It  was  a  magnificent 
•pectade,  for  wave  after  wave  of  men  could  be  seen 
advancing  without  hesitation  and  without  a  break 
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(kArm  orer  m  distance  which  in  ■ome  plaoM  wm  not  k>j 
_I_    thanfiOOTuda. 
*^,^  The  Swanaea  pun  in  the  centra  broke  into  the 

of  a«  wood  without  a  check,  a  lientenant  of  that  battalion 
'""*-  charging  down  two  machine-gnna  and  capturing 
both  at  the  coet  of  a  wound  to  liim— |f  The  ISth 
on  the  right  won  their  waj  alao  into  the  wood, 
but  wera  held  for  a  time,  and  wen  reinforced 
by  the  ISth  (Carmarthena).  Hera  for  honn  along 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  wood  the  Welsh  infantry 
strove  desperately  to  crawl  or  burst  through  the 
tangle  of  tree-trunks  in  the  face  of  the  deadly  and 
invisible  machine-guns.  Some  of  the  ISth  got 
forward  through  a  gap,  but  found  themselves  isolated, 
and  had  great  difficulty  in  joining  up  with  their  own 
battle  line  once  mora.  Eventually,  in  the  centra  and 
right,  the  three  battalions  formed  a  line  just  south 
of  the  most  southern  cross  ride  from  its  junction  with 
the  main  ride. 

On  the  left,  the  16th  Welsh  Fusiliers  had  lost 
heavily  befora  reaching  the  trees,  their  colonel. 
Garden,  falling  at  the  head  of  his  men.  The  droum- 
stances  of  his  death  should  be  recorded.  His  Welsh 
Fusiliers,  befora  entering  action,  sang  a  hymn  in 
Welsh,  upon  which  the  colonel  addressed  them, 
saying,  "Boys,  make  your  peace  with  God  I  We 
an  going  to  take  that  position,  and  some  of  as  won't 
come  back.  But  we  aro  going  to  take  it."  IVing 
his  handkerohief  to  his  stick  he  added,  "  This  will 
show  you  whera  I  am."  He  was  hit  as  he  waved 
them  on  with  his  impromptu  flag;  but  he  rose, 
advanced,  was  hit  again,  and  fell  dead. 

Thickened  by  the  support  of  the  ISth  Royal  Webh 
FusOiers,  the  Ibie  rushed  on,  and  occupied  the  end 
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OkuiB  of  the  wood  until  they  were  abreast  of  theii  oomrades 
_j_  on  the  right.  Once  among  the  trees,  all  cohesion 
*^  was  lost  among  the  chaos  of  tangled  branches  and 
oftiM  splintered  trunks,  every  man  getting  on  as  best  he 
might,  with  officers  rallying  and  leading  forward  small 
groups,  who  tripped  and  scrambled  onwards  against 
any  knot  of  Germans  whom  they  could  see.  On 
this  edge  of  the  wood  some  of  the  Fusiliers  bombed 
their  way  along  Strip  Trench,  which  outlines  the 
south-western  edge,  in  an  endeavour  to  join  hands 
with  the  60th  Brigade  on  their  left.  At  about  6.30 
the  south  end  6t  the  wood  had  been  cleared,  and  the 
Welshmen,  flushed  with  success,  were  swarming  out 
at  the  central  ride.  A  number  of  prisoners,  some 
hale,  some  wounded,  had  been  taken.  At  7  o'clock 
the  113th  were  in  touch  with  the  114th  on  the  right, 
and  with  the  SOth  on  the  left. 

Further  advance  was  made  difficult  by  the  fact 
that  the  fire  from  the  untaken  Wood  Support  Trench 
upon  the  left  swept  across  the  ride.  The  losses  of 
the  two  Fusilier  battalions  had  been  so  heavy  that 
they  were  halted  while  their  comrades  of  the  13th 
Boyal  Welsh  Fusiliers,  under  Colonel  Flower,  who 
was  killed  by  a  shell,  attacked  Wood  Support — eventu- 
ally capturing  the  gun  which  had  wrought  such 
dunage,  and  about  60  Germans.  This  small  body 
had  succeeded,  as  so  often  before  and  since,  in  holding 
up  a  Brigade  and  disorganising  an  advance.  Until 
the  machine-gun  is  checkmated  by  the  bullet-proof 
advance,  the  defensive  will  maintain  an  overpowering 
and  disproportionate  advantage. 

The  10th  Welsh  had  now  come  up  lo  reinforce 
the  left  of  the  114th  Brigade,  losing  their  colonel, 
Bickets,  as  they  advanced  into  the  wood.    The  19th 
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•oUdate  what  had  been  won.    There  was  a  coiurider- 
•bk   pan«   in   the   advance,    during   whTt^ 

Bouto  Wales  Borderers  from  the  Reserve  Brioade 
Se^;^*"'P*°*^''''*'"*^«'i°«-  AtaboutC' 
of  ttie  wood  had  been  gained.  The  South  ^Om 
^rf«ers  worked  up  the  eastern  side,  puSing^S 
drf^dersmto  the  open,  where  they  were  shotdZw 
£^h"S*"«r  ^  ^**'P"'«  Wood  and  Mart 

a1  J?^-  '^'.'""  **  '•«*  '"Jd  up  and  remainS 
^croudu^m  ^dl-holes  or 'behind  Set 
OMJCB.  The  mam  resistance  came  from  a  trench 
oata.de  the  wood  and  it  was  eventuaUy  deLSS 
to  bombard  ,t.  for  which  purpose  the  tr,3^« 
withdrawn  some  hmidreds  of>aTds.  Late  in  Z 
evemng  there  was  another  gallant  attempt  to  1  tl 

M  ever,  and  the  mam  German  second  line  behind  it 
y  ««epmg  the  miderwood  with  buUrts^  th« 
•dvMce  was  halted  for  the  night.  '        ^^ 

Dming  the  ni^t  the  115th  Brigade  had  come  to 
£  n^i  A  Z±  r™^  "^  J"ly  »  had  relievS 
w^!LTJ  k'^^^'^*'-  "n^enJiefinathi^ 
wood,  swept  by  buDeta.  and  upon  a  dark  night  in  th« 

Mo^Kw     ^"'"""^''"^Pentinrecomiais. 
«^rtw«sonlyat3.I6P.M.thattheadvancecouW 

««We  the  north  end  of  the  wood.    About  4  o'clock 
*•  Brigade  swept  on,  and  after  a  sharp  bayoMt 

%fctgamed  the  trench  toward,  the  norISt.tSS 
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Germans  still  held  the  centra  uid  swept  with  tl^  lie 
the  portion  in  our  possession.  The  11th  South  Wales 
Boideien  (2nd  Gwents)  held  on  splendidly,  in  spite 
of  their  heavy  losses.  The  situation  was  now  sooh, 
with  only  300  yards  to  go  to  reach  the  German  second 
line,  that  it  was  deemed  well  to  relieve  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Division  by  the  Twenly-first  Division,  who  had 
been  selected  for  the  coming  battle.  This  change 
was  carried  out  by  the  morning  of  July  12. 

The  action  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Division  in  oaptnr- 
ing  Mametz  Wood  had  been  a  very  fine  one,  and  the 
fmit  of  their  victery  was  not  only  an  important 
advance,  bnt  808  prisoners,  one  field  gun,  three  heavy 
guns,  a  howitzer  and  a  number  of  smaller  pieces. 
It  was  the  largest  wood  in  the  Somme  district,  and 
the  importance  attached  to  it  by  the  Germans  may 
be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  men  of  five  difierent 
German  regiments,  the  3rd  Lehi,  16th  Bavarians, 
77th,  83rd,  and  122nd,  were  identified  among  our 
opponents.  Among  many  instances  of  individual 
valour  should  be  mentioned  that  of  a  colonel  of 
the  Divisional  Staff,  who  twice,  revolver  in  band, 
led  the  troops  on  where  there  was  some  temporary 
check  or  confusion.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine 
anything  more  difficult  and  involved  than  some  of 
this  fighting,  for  apart  from  the  abattis  and  other 
natural  impediments  of  a  tan(|^ed  wood,  the  place 
was  a  perfect  rabbit-warren  of  trenches,  and  had 
occasional  land  mines  in  it,  which  were  exploded — 
some  of  them  prematurely,  so  that  it  was  the  retreat- 
ing Germans  who  received  the  full  force  of  the  blast. 
Burning  petrol  was  also  used  continually  in  the 
defence,  and  frequently  proved  to  be  a  two-edged 
weapon.    Some  of  the  garrison  stood  to  their  work 
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with  cheer,  for  the^JSr  ^„^    'f^'  '^  ^ 

««7  indeed  to  have  to  M  t^m  ?  "  ^^  ""^ 
inrt  ^  them  forlhS  ^^  \T^'  "?* 
pro  honour  both  to  victo«  «!»  "  "?"^  ''*"^ 
Oenmm   lowes    were    „^«  ^i/"^"^*^-    TJ*' 

Thongh  the  WeW,  re^-     ?  *  ^<**  Division. 
Wood  S  ^ntrtfno^^l"  ^  ""*^  «»'«*' 

W)od  «u  occupied^n  th„  .  ^^  P«t  of  the 
the  «iind  Si  of  tt^T?  rr^  "*  "^"^y  »  by 
^  •Ire.S^omS  ^f  ^J'-fi"*  ^virion,  which 

Brigade.  ^  *°**  ^««  *»Ptured  by  the 

S-2^Sl^in"^  fa%  improved  for  the 
ft*  »ot  onty  wTZ,^?^!^^  Q^drangle  Support. 

left,  who  S  Srtn^^^  ^™  »''  *»>« 
W&Ben  back unonT^^  ^  '*  Contalmaison 
Wood-^"Cd*^;^  P-^ke  Afley-Birch  Tree 

"•*««•  UnderthewlZt*^"'  ""J*^  "^  Contal- 
^  the  rSrZJ*';^t!^«*>*''««>thBrig«ie 


Tka 
BUUa 
of  tb> 


in        THE  BRITISH  CAMPAION,  1916 

Ckum  Connection  had  not  yet  been  made  at  tliat^p«»nt, 
_3l  however,  and  the  7th  East  Torka,  who  weie  the  lead- 
ing battalion,  gnfiered  heavy  loasee  before  being 
compelled  to  abandon  the  attempt. 

Victory,  however,  was  at  last  coming  to  reward 
the  living  and  vindicate  the  dead.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon  of  July  10,  the  Twenty-third  Division 
advanced  from  Bsilifi  Wood  for  its  second  assault 
npon  Contalmaison.  This  time  everything  went 
to  perfection,  and  the  much  -  enduring  in&ntry 
were  able  to  take  possession  of  the  viUage,  while 
a  counter-attack  by  the  third  Reserve  Diviaon 
of  the  Prussian  Guards  came  under  concentrated 
artillery  fire,  and  was  completely  disorganised  and 
destroyed.  It  was  the  wounded  of  the  Guard  from 
this  attack  who  were  seen  at  Potsdam,  and  described 
by  Mr.  Curtin,  the  American  joumalist,  in  one  of  Jie 
most  brilliant  articles  of  the  War.  Carried  into  furni- 
ture vans,  they  were  conveyed  to  their  hospitalB  with 
every  secrecy,  in  order  to  conceal  from  the  pupuhice 
the  results  of  the  encounter  between  the  fiunous  Corps 
and  those  men  of  the  Sew  Army  who  for  more  than 
a  year  had  been  the  &vourite  butt  of  the  Wite-Blatter 
of  Berlin.  Old  Fathes  Time  has  a  humour  of  his  own, 
and  his  laugh  is  usually  the  last.  Besides  the  Guard 
the  70th  Jaeger  and  the  110th,  114th,  and  110th 
Regiments  were  included  in  this  defeat. 

The  two  bastions  having  fallen,  the  problem  v)f 
the  Quadran^e  Support  became  a  very  difterent  one, 
and  the  Slst  Brigade,  joining  up  with  the  right  of  the 
Twenty-third  Division  in  the  evening,  was  able  to  get 
hold  of  the  left  end  of  it.  Even  now,  however,  the 
Germans  fought  hard  to  the  right,  and  both  the  7th 
East  Yorks  and  the  0th  Donets  had  to  push  sttcm^j 
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■'•WW  they  could  win  ♦!•       v 

•fnwged  in  their  effort.  wK  f^  .u^*^  1"^  *"-  *»»» 

By  ten  o'cIocImS  niSt  4??„    T  f  ?'  ''«^-  -^^ 
"oompliahed.  and  theZ^  ^.t  X?^  ^  '««''  '^~ 
*«J~ngIe  Support  was  in  Kl  f ^  ?  f*^'  ^°' 
teoi-a  Wvieion     They^««  «r  ^^^t  °*  *''•'  Seven- 
firrt  Mrieion  upon  Sy^  "^""^  ^^  ^'  T^enty- 

8-iiti4'*Si"S!  t" ::  ^^  ^'^  °*  «>« 

left  were  also  wSS  t^'  ^'"^^'.-thinl  upon  their 
the  Krst  W^or  8^^.^"  **"*  **^«''  °^«  by 
""i^.n  and  Th^vy  ^l^LTl^  °f  Contal- 
Divirion  the  BritK^ie  ^  "^"^  ^""^ 
that  both  Pearl  Wood  anTr  ^'".  P"**^-  «> 
*»»  north  of  the  S«,  ^l?°*r''^"  ^^  *° 
The  instruction.  rS  n??^"'  *^'^l^d«- 
devour  to  improve  £  StSTaT/'^i"  ""- 
*M  «t  once  made  wmT  "f^"!**^'  »n<l  «n  advance 

qS  line  *^'  ^""^  of  the  second 

P«*ition.  we  ^  nTj,^  ^«  "'termediate  German 
whioh  are  oonoern^T™^  !?  ^"^  "P°"  the  right. 
Thirtieth  DSr1,,r^5V®«''*«'''*h  »nd^e 

*?  »e  upon  CaZSrl^'^rdTh  IT""' 
^•"^y   Wood    Wk     *      V .'  .*°^  *he  other  to 

'«»  the^ocZJtioW  1  '^^^  I^   "^"Pied- 

B^gade  of  the'Sh  iivSS'^^  ^  *^"  ^^^ 

^oithecomm.r:;rtht^^^l^*£ 
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CkuiB  foroe  oooufiad  the  podtion  without  mnoh  loii,  bnt 
^'  wen  ezpoaed  kfterwatda  to  »  moat  deadly  ihell-fin, 
which  caneed  heavy  loMes  to  the  two  front  battaliona 
— 4ihe  eth  King's  Own  Scottish  Boidems  and  the 
eth  Scots  Bifles.  The  wood  was  held,  however, 
together  with  three  guns,  which  were  found  within 
it.  On  July  6  the  Thirtieth  Division  handed  over 
that  line  to  the  Ninth.  On  that  date  they  sustained 
the  heavy  loss  of  Colonels  Trotter  and  Smith— bctii 
killed  by  distant  shell-fire. 

The  rest  of  tibe  Thirtieth  Division  only  lasted  for 
a  very  few  days,  and  upon  July  7  they  were  facing 
the  enemy  position  from  Malshom  Farm  upon  the 
right  to  Trones  Wood  upon  the  left,  and  were  about 
to  be  initiated  in  that  terrible  wood  fighting  which 
cost  us  so  dear.  There. is  no  fighting  in  the  world 
which  is  mora  awesome  to  the  mind  and  more  ex- 
hausting to  the  body  than  such  combats  as  theee 
amid  the  ghostly  atmosphere  of  ruined  woods,  with 
Death  lurking  in  the  shadows  on  every  hand,  and 
the  thresh  of  the  shelb  beating  without  cessation 
by  night  and  by  day.  Trones,  Ifamets,  Hi^  Wood, 
Ddville — never  has  the  quiet,  steadbst  courage  of 
the  British  soldier  been  put  to  a  more  searohing  test 
than  in  those  haunts  of  g^oom  and  horror.  In  the 
case  of  Trones  Wood  some  account  must  be  given  of 
the  peculiar  tactical  di£B.culties  of  the  situation,  and 
then  we  shall  turn  to  the  sombre  but  glorious  narra- 
tive of  the  successive  attacks. 

The  tactical  problem  was  a  remarkable  one.  The 
wood  was  connected  up  on  the  German  side  by  good 
lines  of  trenches  with  Halzhom  Farm  on  the  south, 
with  Quillemont  on  the  east,  and  with  Wateiiot  Farm 
on  the  north— each  of  these  points  being  from  400 
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*»- British  rtirYdfiw^ri::^*^*"  - 

WW  -.died  out  with  he.ri^   If^^^'jS'^  2Su 
-oto^ch,.  lejdn«  up  to  the  wood.  tho^T;^ 

t  i-t  be  «b>itt«rtSr4t,^^o7i'*  °"i 

2b  S."^  '•^'  "^  ''««  -*°^W7  -uppirteS; 
ne  fint  attack  upon  Trones  Wood  wu  carried 
^m  the  aouth  upon  July  8  by  the  2178^^ 
nm  w«uo  .ui^don  then  of  4e  rtrength  T£ 
wnn«i  poBtion,  and  the  attack  waa  re™2^  „*v 
;^  Of  Hou«.  the  2nd  YorSSte'S 

Acompany  of  the  ^  Wilta  .Se^  way ^i 
rt^otS  r  fi«-.  -d  gained^  l^Z 
F-TwiST^  trenches  which  connect  jffiS 

S&n  Z,  ^T  fL  ^\  ^^   Manchertem  thia 

St.E^^'*^'^^    Thepodtionl^ 

"w  »  wu-regiatenng  gauge  for  the  combat  in 
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ckAins  TronM  Wood,  for  when  the  Britiih  held  the  wood  the 
^'      whole  Sonthem  Trench  wae  Britieh,  while  a  Qermu 

n«        mooeae  in  the  wood  alwaTS  led  to  *  contraction  in  the 

cftha      holding  of  the  trench. 

'""^        At  outi  o'clock  npon  July  8  the  21rt  Brigade 
|i|;  renewed  their  attempt,  attaclang  with  the  2nd  Wilt- 

ll|l  ahiree  in  the  lead  from  the  aide  of  Bemafoy  Wood. 

The  advance  was  a  fine  one,  bnt  Cdonel  Oillaon  was 
badly  wounded,  and  his  successor  in  command, 
Captam  Mumford,  was  killed.  About  three  o'dook 
the  18th  and  19th  Hanohesteis  came  up  in  support. 
German  bombers  were  driving  down  from  the  ncth, 
and  the  fighting  was  very  severe.  In  the  evening 
some  of  the  Liverpools  came  up  to  strengthen  tiie 
line,  and  it  was  determined  to  draw  out  the  weakened 
aist,  and  ^'eplaoe  it  by  the  00th  Brigade.  At  the  same 
time  a  party  of  the  2Bd  Scots  Fusiliers  of  this  Brigade 
took  over  Malzhom  Trench,  and  rushed  the  farm- 
house itself,  capturing  67  prisoners.  The  whole  of 
the  trenct  was  afterwards  cleared  up  with  two 
machine-guns  and  100  more  prisoners.  It  was  a  fine 
bit  of  work,  worthy  of  that  splendid  battalion. 

Upon  July  9  at  6.40  A.if.  began  the  third  attack 
npon  Trones  Wood  led  by  the  17th  Manchesters. 
lltey  took  over  the  footing  already  held,  and  by  eij^t 
o'dock  they  had  extended  it  along  the  eastern  edge, 
practically  dealing  the  wood  of  German  infantry. 
There  followed,  however,  a  terrific  bombardment, 
which  caused  such  losses  that  the  17th  and  their 
qomrades  of  the  18th  were  ordered  to  fall  back 
once  more,  with  the  result  that  the  Scots  Fusilien 
had  to  give  up  the  northern  end  of  their  Halahom 
Trench.  An  enemy  counter-attack  at  4.30  p.m.  had 
no  success.    A  fredi  British  attadc  (the  fourth)  wis 
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•*  once  orgwuaed,  and  oani«d  out  by  the  IBth  ,w 

««i  of  the  wood  once  moie,  finding  •  ««tte»d  li^" 
£^  ^  J^ij  «»n»dea  who  h«l  hdd  oT^S  ^• 
feme  South  Afnoan  Highl«.de«  from  the  NiS 

Ta»  fine  battahon  loet  m«.y  men.  indudingX 

^Moy  Wood.    ^  the  monung  the  portion  wa. 
Utter   but  a  gap  hjd  been  left  betweTthe  W 
«f«te«  m  the  wood  and  the  Scote  in  the  trZh 
through  which  the  enemy  made  their  wav     A^ 
much  oonfu^d  fighting  Jd  ^\^^  JSing^ 

li  thewty  morning  of  July  n  the  only  remaining 

WO  the  2nd  Bedforda  advanced  to  the  attaokAid2 

•iwn  earned  and  cleared  of  the  enemy,  but  once 
•««n  a  temfic  aheU-fall  weakened  the  Wp.  to^ 

ff*  ^««oros  fought  magnificently,  and  had  loat 
^,  «»?t  of  their  effectivea  brf^re  beinTcoS^ 
P^tojnthdraw  their  line.    The  eouth^cX 

l^nr  '^'^  '^  *^«  -iwarmingrmrS 
uirir^  comer  waa  stiU  in  ^TLnds  5  our 
«W«dy  weary  and  yet  tenacious  infantry.    At  980 

Tl^T^  ^^  °°"*  '°°"''  "d  conaolidated  the 
J^wonatthewuthemend.  So  the  matt«et^ 
^  i  «^?«ted  diyiaion  waa  withdrawn  fTa 

S?iir^u*^lv^**^*^  Diviaion^k  * 
«>«  difficult  tadc    The  Lancashire  men  had  left  it 
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nnflniilMd,  bat  tlMir  oondnet  had  hum  hinia,-aai 
tiuj  had  kit  fJiMz  raootMora  that  one  oomw  of 
oonaolidated  gronad  whioh  wm  netdad  aa  a  jnmping- 
ofl  place  for  a  mroenhil  attack. 

ItwaatheSOthBtigadeof  the  Eighteenth  DiTkion 
which  fint  came  up  to  take  over  the  fighting  line. 
A  great  responsibility  was  jdaoed  upon  the  general 
officer  commanding,  for  the  general  attack  upon  the 
German  line  had  been  fixed  for  July  U,  and  it  was 
impoasiMe  to  proceed  with  it  nntil  the  British  held 
seourelj  the  covering  line  upon  the  flank.  Both 
Trones  Wood  and  the  Halshom  Trench  were  there- 
fore of  much  more  than  local  importance,  so  that 
when  Haig  found  himself  at  so  late  a  date  as  July 
12  without  command  of  this  position,  it  was  a 
very  serious  matter  which  zmfjbt  have  far  maflhiiifl 
consequences.  The  orders  now  were  that  within  a 
day,  at  all  costs,  Trones  Wood  must  be  in  British 
hands,  and  to  the  65th,  strengthened  by  two 
battalions  of  the  Mth  Brigade,  was  given  the 
defqperate  task.  The  sitoation  was  rendered  more 
difficult  by  the  urgency  of  the  call,  which  gave  the 
leaders  no  time  in  which  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
ground. 

The  Qerman  defence  had  become  a  strong  one. 
They  had  i  med  three  strong  points,  marked  Si,  82, 
and  SS  in  the  Diagram,  p.  UI.  These,  togethor  with 
several  trenches,  dotted  here  and  there,  broke  up 
every  attack,  and  when  once  order  was  broken  it  was 
almost  impossible  in  the  tanj^e  and  obscurity  for 
the  troops  to  preserve  amy  cohesion  or  direction. 
Those  troops  which  penetrated  between  the  strong 
p<Hnts  found  themselves  with  the  enemy  in  their  rear 
and  were  in  a  disorganised  condition,  which  was  only 
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uJ  T^  r^  iinmedutely  Math  of  the  wood 

»•  •ttMtang  foroe,  wen  not  to  be  denied,  howww 
L  Zn"^'^  th eeveningWore  tCgftl 

^^^"7  Wood.    The7U«T;SdlSS 

i«^  thenuelvjs  into  two  -  f  three  HDant«  L.«~ 
J^together  «  bet  t...  oSTK^SS 
*Jth  the  enemy  aU  round  them,  and  with  a«^ 
"umic»tions  cat  behind  tium^'n^*^  v  ^' 
W  idl  been  hrob^j  ZL^  ^^f^  "^ 
2^«.  coald  onl^  ^o^'tS^-- 

ST:  ^^  r"^  «^  •>«*  from  the  famt.  Md 
ti»t^t«b  b.ttaUon  had  been  ewaUowTap^ 

n«  orfera  were  peremptory,  however,  that  the 
PJ^  Aodd  be  taken,  and  General  Maii.  witiwS 
*«»tation,  threw  a  second  of  hie  brigades  intoT. 

C^tkTJS^  ^^  It  wae  Mt  part  midnight 
'*«  the  Mkhea  went  forw.«i.    The^^ZSt 
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OtaftM  WM  ouried  oot  from  lonth  to  north,  on  tha  mubo 
^'  Una  M  the  advance  of  the  W«tt  Ktnto.  Theittmuing 
battalion!  weie  the  8th  Northampton!  and  I9th 
Middleaex,  the  fonner  to  advance  diteot  through  the 
wood  and  the  latter  to  clean  np  behind  them  and  to 
form  a  defenaive  flank  on  the  right. 

The  attack  waa  a  fine  feat  of  anna.  Thooj^ 
heavily  hit  by  the  barrage,  the  Northampton*, 
cloeely  followed  by  two  companie*  of  the  MidcUaaex, 
pushed  their  way  into  the  wood  and  onwards.  It 
was  pitch  dark,  and  the  men  were  stumbling 
continually  over  the  fallen  trees  and  the  numer- 
ous dead  bodies  which  lay  among  the  under- 
growth. None  the  leas,  they  kept  touch,  and  plodded 
steadily  onwards.  The  gaUant  Clark  was  shot,  but 
another  officer  led  the  Northamptons  againrt  the 
central  strong  point,  for  it  had  been  wisely  determined 
to  leave  no  enemy  in  the  rear.  Shortly  after  dawn 
on  July  14  this  point  was  carried,  and  the  North- 
amptons were  able  to  get  forward.  By  8  o'clock 
the  wood  was  full  of  scattered  groups  of  British 
infantry,  but  the  situation  was  ao  confused  that 
tha  colonel  went  forward  and  rallied  them  into 
a  single  line  which  formed  across  the  wood.  This  line 
advanced  until  it  came  level  with  the  strong  point 
SS,  which  was  captured.  A  number  of  the  enemy 
then  streamed  out  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  wood, 
making  for  Guillemont.  These  men  came  under 
British  machine-gun  fire  and  lost  heavily.  The  re- 
maining strong  point  at  S 1  had  been  taken  by  a  miwiH 
group  of  Bufb  and  Middlesex  about  0  A.if.  These 
three  stn>ng  points  having  been  occupied,  the  wiiole 
wood  was  now  swept  dear  and  was  permanently 
ooonjued,  thou(^  still  subjected  to  very  heavy  shell 
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fin  by  the  enemj.  Thui,  the  d^t  flank  of  the 
army  was  oofered,  and  the  important  operaticnu  of 
July  14  were  enabled  to  go  forward  withont  danger 
of  mdeetation.  Of  the  two  gallant  battalkna  who 
mainly  achieved  thia  important  result,  the  loeiee  of 
the  Northamptone  were  about  300,  and  of  the 
Middlesex  about  half  that  amount. 

There  was  an  epilogue  which  was  as  honourable 
to  the  troops  concerned  as  the  main  attack  had  been. 
This  oonoems  the  fate  of  the  men  of  West  Kent, 
who,  as  will  be  remembered,  had  been  cut  off  in 
the  wood.  The  niain  body  of  these,  under  the  regi- 
mental adjutant,  together  with  a  few  men  of  the 
Queen's,  formed  a  small  defensiTe  position  and  held 
out  in  the  hope  of  relief.  They  were  about  200  all 
told,  and  their  position  seemed  so  hopeless  that  every 
excuse  might  have  been  found  for  surrender.  They 
held  out  all  night,  however,  and  in  the  morning  they 
were  successfully  relieved  by  the  advance  of  the  04tih 
Brigade.  It  is  true  that  no  severe  attack  was  made 
upon  them  during  the  night,  bat  theii  undaunted 
fnmt  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  their 
immunity.  Once,  in  the  early  dawn,  a  German 
oflBoer  actually  came  up  to  them  under  the  impres- 
sion that  they  were  his  own  men — his  last  mistake 
upon  earth.  It  is  notable  that  the  badges  of  six 
different  German  regiments  were  found  in  the  wood, 
which  seemed  to  indicate  that  it  was  held  by  picked 
men  or  volunteers  from  many  units.  "To  the 
deatii  I "  was  their  pass-  'ord  for  the  night,  and  to 
their  honour  be  it  said  that  they  were  mostly  true  to 
it. '  So  also  were  tiie  British  stormers,  of  whom  Sir 
Henry  Bawlinaon  said:  "The  night  attack  on  and 
^nal  capture  of  Trones  Wood  were  foats  of  arms 
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chiefly  with  £"eS^5^rt"  -T^^  «»>«=*™«1  - S? 
fitly  «nd  with  .  wS^a°  to  th^*^'  ''"l^  "^J'  "^ 
•rtifleiy.  without  whom  i„^„^  *"^  ''*'*  "^  *k« 
'•lour  and  deTOtil.^  i?  ^*^*™  '""*««  »"  the 
"de«  ^Z^  of  the  foot-soldier  are  but  a 

No  finer  tribute^SdTtf  r*^  °*  the  gunners. 
Med  at  tU  time  fa,m  o^ofX  -^  *^*  P"^**" 
which  speaks  with  heartld,l>tt?*^  T"  °®*^' 
worked  their  guns  ^h^t  J^"^'*^  ••  "They 
without  a  mom^s  ZL^JT"^.  ""'*  "^f*^ 
*»  days,  and  I  don'tlSev^  ^1^7  ^'^^  *°' 

SLiJf-^'th'r-^^'^^-^-^ 
STwe  iusf^u^^t^si^-  :j^  s**  -r  ^^ 

SrxhSrteJ^r^  ^>  ^N-^T 

men  a  year  ago  not  even  Slf^Sr,  ^^  *^*" 
Im't  it  magnifioent-and  1.  t^^T™"**  '**■  8^«» ' 

"r»«d  judgment  of  the  uS  J^°  ''^  '^ 
tneir  ereatniM  wi+J.  *i.«     ""~f™»  can  ever  conrey 

who  £S1?J^  ^'r'^fon  produced  by  onJ 
r^oiced  in  L  SriW  T^  of  the  battle  «Ki 
J'i™««  twined  anTi  '*'  ''^"'"  '»•  ^ 
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n*  in**  nigiit  adraua — ISw  LtioMtor  Bdgide  at 

AMMiIt  ^  Bwrentb  DiTUon— »»»«  of  th>  Third  DMrion— 
Dupito  flfht  (rf  Knth  DirUoo  at  Lonfwnl — OpmUoos  o< 
Unt  DhrUco  on  flank — Omnbj  tinact. 

Ouim  With  the  fall  of  Mametz  Wood,  the  impending 
^  oaptnie  of  Tionea  Wood  npon  the  light,  and  the  doae 
investment  of  Ovillen  upon  the  left  flank,  the  annj 
could  now  face  the  second  line  of  Getman  defences. 
The  ground  in  front  of  them  sloped  gentiy  upwards 
until  it  reached  the  edge  of  a  rolling  plateau.  Upon 
this  edge  were  three  villages :  Little  Basentin  upon 
the  left.  Grand  Bazentin  upon  the  centre,  and 
Longneval  upon  the  rij^t,  all  nestling  among  orchards 
and  flanked  by  woods.  Through  these  lay  the 
enemy's  position,  extending  to  Fociires  upon  the  one 
side,  and  through  GuiUemont  to  the  Fremsh  junction 
on  the  other.  These  two  flanks  were  for  the  time  to 
be  disregarded,  and  it  was  determined  to  strike  a 
heavy  frontal  blow  which  would,  as  it  was  hoped, 
oush  in  the  whole  middle  of  their  line,  leaving  the 
1  to  be  dealt  with  at  our  leisure.    It  was  a  most 
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whole  front  wiul^Z^VL^J  *^**'»'  «»•  ST 

«»  the  left,  whilelXnHi^^^^  ^**'«  ^»««»t«»  """" 
•tt«k.  WM?lLirS  ^T*^'  ^^8  ^  right 
»«»•  of  lS4e  wL^t  ^^  7"^'  ""^«'  Se 

begun  upon  July  11^.^"  "^  ^''^  ^ 
the.  trooj:  mii/fo,^«.,*^^2'^of  the  1«J 

diviBoiw  which  had  aln«T  v!      r   ^*^  ''"»  *" 

fortnight  which  mighThat^^AT,^  ^  ^ 
to  put  them  out  of  Ltion     N^:l*?J^,f^««'t 

notonljeagerforthefiifht  bntth«l„  ^"^  '^ 

wpable  ofWonnini1h!„.i'''**'"»t  proved. 

rf^  operatioMTfii!  '°*«*/«!l«oua  and  delicate 

ene.,.  "^^  i^atLT^JSa  of^cl^  "^  *^* 
1»7  at  many  Dointa  hJ^   1^°^  *''**'  ground 


.ft*- 


Tte 


e(«l» 


IM       THE  BIUnSH  CAMPAIGN,  1916 
ou,™  ipiuff  to  their  feet  md  with  »  ohwr  duhed  tonreid 
Ti-     at  ihe  GermM  ttmebim,  while  the  bMii«e  roee  and 
went  roMing  to  eMtwwrd  whence  help  might  come  to 
the  hwd-preeeed  Qerm»n  defence. 

On  the  extreme  left  of  the  section  »tt»oked  wee 
the  Pirrt  RegnlM  Division,  which  took  no  pert  m 
the  aotMl  advmoe  but  held  the  flank  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Oontalmaieon  Villa,  and  at  one  period 
of  the  day  sent  forward  ite  right-hand  battalion, 
the  Ist  North  Lancashiree,  to  aid  their  neighbours 
in  the  fight.  -      ^ 

The  left  of  the  line  of  actual  attack  was  formed 
by  the  Twenty-first  Division  opposite  to  Basentin- 
le-Petit.  This  attack  was,  carried  out  upon  a 
sinde  brigade  front,  and  the  Brigade  in  question 
was  the  110th  from  the  Thirty-seventh  Division. 
This  division  made  no  appearance  as  a  unit  m 
the  Battle  of  the  Somme,  but  was  several  times 

rjed  in  its  separate  br^es.  On  this  occasion 
UOth,  consisting  entirely  of  men  of  Leicester, 
-«gok  the  place  of  the  fl8rd  Brigade,  much  reduced 
by  previous  fitting.  Their  immediate  objective 
was  iJie  north  end  of  Basentin-le-Petit  village  and 
the  whole  of  the  wood  of  iliat  name.  Led  by  the 
8th  and  9th  Leicesters  the  brigade  showed,  'j»  has 
so  citen  been  shown  before,  that  the  British  soldier 
never  fights  better  than  in  his  first  enpg«««»Mi*; 
Owing  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Rist  Division  ai^ 
to  a  very  effective  smoke  screen  upon  their  left,  their 
advance  was  not  attended  with  heavy  loss  in  the 
eariier  stages,  and  they  were  able  to  flow  over  the 
open  and  into  the  trenches  opposite,  oapturinjg 
araM  600  prisonets.  They  continued  to  fij^t  their 
way  with  ^lendid   steadiness  through  the  wood 
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Md  haM  it  for  the  wmMnder  of  the  d*T    TK-u,  ^ 

ojrr^  J^  m^Ame-guii.  in  thi.  redoubt  o.u.ed  ' 
^ir   ^^  *»»  «Jge  of  the  wood  wmT 

fi»t  rf  the  atonner..    The  whole  font  line  w« 

tte  g^n«8  rM«d  their  piece..  In  ten  minSe. 
both  rf  theee  powerful  lines  had  faDen     fe3 

^t.  wjare  found  to  be  cnunmed  S^e  «S^ 
mdudujg  the  colonel  of  the  Lehr  BattiJion.  In?S' 
Jtom.chine.gun.  which  they  h«l  been  unable  to 

S^l«  •!S*l?^*^-'*-®"«'«*  Wood,  which 
JV^«^«««^,edfromendtoend.  A  line  ik  froS 
«  tte  wood  WM  taken  up  and  consoUdated  ^ 

to  the  meanwhile  the  22nd  Brigade  had  tatao     > 
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Oum  up  the  waA,  the  Snd  Wuwioki  padung  towud 
^  and  ooonpying,  without  any  oppontion  from  th« 
diaargMiiwd  enemy,  the  Ciicof  Traioh,  while  the  Snd 
Royel  Iiiah  adyuiced  to  the  ettMsk  of  the  village 
of  Banntin-le-Petit.  Theii  leading  company  mahed 
the  poeition  with  great  daih,  oaptoring  the  odonel 
commanding  the  garriaon,  and  about  100  of  hia  men. 
By  7.S0  the  place  waa  in  their  handa,  and  the  leading 
company  had  pushed  into  a  tienoh  on  the  far  aide  «l 
it,  getting  into  touch  with  the  Leicesteta  on  their 
left. 

The  Qermans  were  by  no  meana  done  with,  how- 
ever, and  they  were  maaaing  thickly  to  the  north 
and  north-eaat  of  the  houaea  iwhere  aome  acattered 
orcharda  ahionded  their  numbera  and  their  dispoai- 
taona.  Aa  the  right  of  the  brigade  aeemed  to  be 
in  the  air,  a  brave  sergeant  of  the  Snd  Warwicks 
set  ofi  to  establiah  toudt  with  the  lat  Northumber- 
land Fuailiera,  who  formed  the  left  unit  of  the 
Third  Divimon  upon  the  right.  Aa  he  returned  he 
■potted  a  German  machine-gun  in  a  cellar,  entered 
it,  killed  the  gunner,  and  captured  four  guna.  The 
winpi  of  the  two  divisiona  were  then  able  to  co-operate 
and  to  clear  the  ground  in  front  of  them. 

The  Irishmen  in  the  advance  were  still  in  the  air, 
however,  having  got  well  ahead  of  the  line,  and  they 
were  now  assailed  by  a  furious  fire  from  High  Wood, 
followed  by  a  determined  infantry  assault.  This  en- 
filade fire  caused  heavy  losses,  and  the  few  survivors 
of  those  who  garrisoned  the  ezpoaed  trench  were 
withdrawn  to  the  shelter  afforded  by  the  outskirts 
of  the  village.  There  and  elsewhere  the  Lewis  guns 
had  proved  invaluable,  for  every  man  of  intelligence 
in  the  battalion  had  been  trained  to  their  use,  and  in 
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■piti  of  gniuun  bung  knookwl  ont  th...  -. 

XltZSf  •?'i!?^*^y  <J**«»«»«i  not  only  by  SS: 

J->h«»  drove  the  Gennan.  out  of  the  line  beSS 
the  windmill  and  the  cemetery  The  t«„^^ 
edguuJlv  bv  th.  T«.k  ^^  .  """*  ''*'d 
"^"-uy  oy  uw  Inah  waa  retaken,  and  in  it 
WM  found  a  Britiah  officer,  who  had  bZ  Zl^ 
wounded  and  left  for  a  tim^  in  the  haSToftj 

an  officer  had  rtopped  them  from  Idlling  him.  X 
tether  attempt  waa  made  by  the  gZS  toregS 

the  Seventh  DivMon  wa.  not  yet  at  aZeni    At 
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c«  t.9o  TM.  th.  ~T^.a3!i<»«)^5S:*tJl 

n     irtitaek  th*  fcwmkkbto  otatoeto  ol  O^  Yfooi.tbM 

«Td^  from  th.  7th  DtHO*  ChiMdiMd  aothDM^ 
Hone  iMde  m  «hilM»tiiig,  il  pwm»tuM,  kppMnaoe 
upon  the  light  fluk,  to  which  eomein«on»i«»de*t 
STendSltirieohepter.  The  liont  hne  ol  U«  »m 
Brigi^e.  ooMirting  d  the  2nd  Qneen'i  8urr^«d  lit 

Bo^Stefiordi.  meiohed  forwKd  in  the  t«ditooMl 
ityle  of  the  BritiA  line.  tJring  no  notjoe  ol  M  enflUde 
fi^  from  the  Switch  Tienoh.  end  heeting  bMk  awrtae 
from  the  wood.    At  the  Mune  time  the  Bngedwr  «>f 
the  100th  Brig«Mie  upon  the  left  pwhed  forward  hie 
two  leading  bettelion.,  the  lek  Queen.  Suney  and 
lie  oth  ffighUmd  light  Infantry,  to  .eiM  end  h<Mtte 
road  which  tod  from  High  Wood  to  BMentm-le-Pebt. 
Thi.  WM  done  in  the  late  evemng  ol  July  ".^^ 
their  oomrkto.  ol  the  Seventh  Divinon  looomb^j 
iMched  thewnth  end  ol  the  wood,  talong  three  fleld- 
gnn.  and  100  priiowB..    The  Queen'.  *nd  part  of 
the  Highland  I^lht  Inlantry  wero  firmly  m  poMMMo 
of  iSTcoimicting  road,  but  the  n^t  flank  of  ti>e 
ffiaUandfli.  wa.  held  up  owmg  to  the  fact  that  Oe 
3^  of  the  wood  wa.  rtiU  in  the  h«>d.  of  the 
enemy  and  commanded  their  adyaiwe.    We  wiU 
letum  to  the  rituation  which  developed  m  thi.  part 
of  the  field  during  the  racoeeding  day.  ^  we  have 
taken  a  fuller  view  of  the  doing,  upon  the  reet  of  the 
line  during  the  battle  of  July  U.    It  may  be  Mid 
hero,  however,  that  the  faciUty  with  which  a  footmg 
WM  ertaWiAed  in  High  Wood  proved  to  be  a. 
fdtodou.  a.  the  paranel  ca»  of  MameU  Wood,  and 
that  many  a  weary  week  wa.  to  paw,  and  many  a 
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!!*i!?fTf!*>  ''*^'»  """J'  *»•««•  i*  w-  «Mny  <k«m. 

»ol»koIwWintfc.BritidiliaM.    ForthepwZt   ^5* 

To  nton  to  the  itory   ot  the  main   battle. 

?'arJ"rv'^>  •**«*  «•  ~'ri«-'  out  Jj 
the  Third  Diviaon,  one  of  the  meet  (rmo.M  unite 
m  Oe  Army,  though  it  now  only  retained  thit-e 
M  TiJ'^  bettelion.  which  had  Ji  M  tie  line  »t 
Mom.  The  tedt  of  the  Third  Diyi«ion  wa.  to  hmk 
tbe  oentee  of  the  Gemum  line  from  Gtiuid  iinzentin 
upon  the  left  where  it  touched  the  Seventh  to 
^Mgnerri  on  the  right  where  it  joined  with  the 
Nmth  Divwon.  The  8th  Brigade  waa  ou  the 
nght,  the  »th  upon  the  left,  while  the  7«th 
waa  in  anpport.     The  attacking  troopa  advanced 

front,  and  deployed  within  200  yarda  of  the  Qennan 
mt,  capturing  a  German  patrd  which  Mnndered  into 
theBMnka.  Upon  the  word  being  given  at  the  first 
bmt  (Mn  of  dawn,  the  leading  battaliona  trudged 
tewMd  m  the  alow,  determined  &ahion  whichhad 
been  found  to  be  more  effective  than  the  spectacular 

oharg^  Pmi  the  left  the  front  line  conaiated  of  the 
18th  Weat  Yorkahiree.  the  18th  King's  Liverpools 
the  7th  Shropehiree,  and  the  8th  East  Yorfci.  ^le 
wire  upon  the  right  waa  found  to  be  very  partiaUy 
cut,  and  tile  line  of  stormers  waa  held  up  under  a 
murdaroua  fire.  There  were  gaps  here  and  there, 
nowem,  so  that  the  colonel  at  the  head  of  hia 
Bhropdara,  waa  able  to  force  a  passage  at  one  pomt, 
whUe  two  gaDant  platoona  of  tiie  East  Yorkshires^ 
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0.™.  through  at  another,  and  puAed  boldly  on  into^ 
'^  Sn  line.    The  main  body.  ^o^'^J'^.^^^^^^^ 


Btttto 
Boinm*. 


Uerman  line,    xuo  uu~"  >~-/  > •  , 

for  a  time  to  take  cover  and  keep  up  a  fire  upon  ^e 
enemies'  heads  as  they  peered  occasionaUy  from  over 

*'"''ffn^*brigade  had  been  more  fortunate,  finding 
the  wire  to  be  well  cut.    The  front  trench  wm  not 
Btronjtlv  held,  and  was  easily  earned.    Both  the 
SS  Uver^ls   and  the  West  Yortahues  g^ 
S^ugh.  but  «  they  had  «sparated  m  the  advance 
STJLlter  part  of  the  1st  NorthumberUjid  FusihMs 
wereTust  iTto  the  gap  and  restored  the  bne^   The« 
men,  supported  by  Stokes  guns,  earned  the  viUage 
ofGWndBazentinby6.30A..t.    There  was  a  dea^y 
fire  from  the  Grand  Bazentin  Wood  upon  tie  left, 
but  as  the  Seventh  Division  advanced  th«  d.^  away, 
and  the  mh  West  Yorkshires  were  able  to  ff^^ 
to  the  north  edge  of  the  village   but  could  get  no 
farther    on    account    of   the    hold-up    of    .ae   8th 
Brigade  upon  the  right.    There  ^»  ~^Jf*™* 
dd^but  at  last  by  1  p.m.  a  renewed  bombardm«a^ 
had  cut  the  wires,  and  strong  bombmg  parties  f~m 
the  supporting  battaUons,  the  2nd  R«>y^8f  *»  "^J 
Irt  Sc^te  Fusiliers,  worked  down  the  front  taench 
from  each  end.    The  whole  brigade  was  tiien  able  to 
advance  across  the  German  front  line,  which  was  at 
once  consolidated.  .1.104.1, 

The  losses  in  this  attack  had  been  heavy,  the  im 
West  Yorkshires  alone  having  16  officers,  mdudmg 
their  colonel,  and  360  men  out  of  action  The  reralto. 
however,  were  soUd.  as  not  only  was  ^e/l«l«  £»"* 
of  the  German  position  crushed  in.  but  86  offic«8 
with  660  men  were  taken,  together  with  four  small 
howitHsrs.  four  field-guns,  and  fourteen  maohme-guns. 
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A  eotmtewittack  was  inevitable  and  conBoUdation  c  ^ 
wa.  pushed  f«n^ard  with  furioua  energy.    "  iZ  ^x" 

dead  and  the  dying."    One  counter-attack  of  some   "-^ 
hundreds  of  brave  men  did  charge  towSS  Im  b  -- 
tte  aflwnoon.  but  were  scattered  to  the  winds  by  a 
c^oentrataon  of  fire.  The  position  was  permaneTtlJ 

The  Ninth  Division  was  on  the  immediafa, 
r^of  the  Third,  facing  Longueval.  a  ^^ 
S^  which  lay  agamst  the  sinister  backgr3rf 
DelvJle  Wood.  The  Division  was.  as  wil  be  rt 
m^bered  the  first  of  the  new  armies,  and  hS 
•lirtmguished  Itself  greatly  at  Loos.  It  had  be^ 
entaely  a  Highland  Division,  but  it  had  undergonTa 

aISITI"!  '^  •  ^  .*^*  substitution  of  theXuth 
African  Infantry  Bngade  in  place  of  the  28th.  The 
**ack  upon  Longueval  was  carried  out  by  the  26th 
Bnff«le.  tiie  8th  Black  Watch  and  10th  ArgyU  ^d 
SutherlandB  m  the  lead,  with  the  9th  Seaforths  b 
ropport  and  the  5th  Camerons  b  reserve  Th^ 
advance  was  so  fine  as  to  rouse  the  deepest  admiration 

Who  would  beheve."  he  wrote.  "  that  only  a  few 
montts  ago  not  one  of  these  men  knew  anyLn,  rf 
tte  soldier's  profession?  They  carried  tCseRrL 
«  sup^bly  as  the  Old  Guard.    Once  I  wTnel^ 

^?rt  r  ^*«  ^  "  ^7  deployed  for  attack 
under  the  devastating  fire  rabed  on  them.  .        Their 

teeth  were  set  and  their  eyes  were  fixed  firmly  on  the         . 
goal  towards  which  they  were  advancing.    Thev  we« 
determbed  to  achieve  their  object.  SnSjZ 
death  would  stop  them.  ...  Only  those  wh^wSe 
«.oudy  hit  thought  of  droppbg  out.    Co^ 
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Ou«.  pre-ed  proudly  «m.  fgw^  of  tiie  p«n  ti|V 
tT^  ^--__-j    ._j  ♦^>v  ruiTfc  in  ihe  final  charae  in  ^uch 


rneMed  proudly  on,  wgBu«»  «»  """  T^_r^i. 
Swd.  and  took  part  in  the  final  »hf^,"'-*^ 
th«  enemy  were  driven  from  the  pontoon.      Such  a 

tribute  from  a  wldier  to  Boldiera  ia  mdeed  a  glo^. 

The  village  and  the  trenohea  around  it  were  takwi 
witli  a  splendid  ruah,  but  the  fighting  among  the 
hou.«»  WM of  a  desperate  chwaoter.  "more 80^«J^ 
the  same  observer,  "than  any  I  had  seen  before. 
The  Germans  refused  to  give  or  take  quarter.    When 
the  Highlanders  broke  the  line  they  cut  off  ^^^ 
hrfdXTtoench.    The  officer  in  oommimd  offered 
quarter.    The  German  commander  refused.       land 
my  men,"  he  replied,  "  have  orders  to  defend  this 
g^und  with  our  lives.    German  soldiers  know  how 
to  obey  orders.    We  thank  you  for  your  offer,  but  we 
iewtee  we  stand."    When  the  Highlanders  finaUy 
took  po««sion  of  the  trench,  all  but  V°f«>,!r^ 
of  thfdrfenders  were  dead.    It  »  ep»odes  like  th. 
which  would  make  us  ready  to  take  «  Germanby  the 
hand  if  it  were  not  that  his  country's  hand  is  red  with 

innocent  blood. 

The  defence  was  not  everywhere  equally  desperate. 
Ab  the  Highlanders  dashed  past  the  trenches  and  into 

the  «»ttS«i  group  of  houses  which  marked  the 
villMte  grey  figures  darted  round  comers,  or  rushed 
^Twith  hands  to  heaven.  Many  prisoners  wew 
Uken.  Here  and  there  groups  of  brave  m«i  sold 
their  lives  dearly,  especially  in  some  rums  at  the  east 
end  of  the  village.  The  blast  of  fire  from  this  place 
was  so  hot  that  for  a  moment  the  advance  was 
BtMRered ;  but  a  brave  piper  ran  to  the  front,  and 
Sr^M  lilt  of  "The  Campbells  are  coming 
sent  iie  clansmen  flooding  onwarii  once  more. 
Neither  buUets,  bombs,  nor  Uquid  fire  could  stop 
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tij«n.  «d  the  hrt  G«man  wm  stabbed  or  shot  amid 
♦"^^ken  walls  of  hiB  shattered  fort.  "wl 

the^r^^rLl!:***  f  ^"S™^  was  now  in  li- 
Sirt^  r  ^  *»*?^.  l"»t  the  Pl«ce  is  peculiarly  JST 

U«s«ttered  house,  in  that  direction  being  com- 
"•■^ed  by  the  wood,  which  mn«  right  upto  them 

rrtnT^**,  be  made  until  this  wood  also^^ 
m  the  hands  of  our  stormere.  The  operation  was  a 
Jfficult  one  and  far  too  large  to  be  cS  out^n 

o^"^-  ^*^"*^^««' Brigade  was  tSXr^ 
ordered  up  from  Montauban,  with  instructions  ti^ 
thiy  should  attack  DelviUe  Wood  at  dawn  of  ZyTs 
Jere  we  may  break  off  the  mirrative  of  the  battle 
of  July  14.  tiiough  it  is  difficult  to  do  so.  since^^ 
^ons  shade  ,mp«ceptibly  into  each  other,  and 
theghtmg  never  r^y  came  to  an  end.  The  main 
««Uts.  however  had  become  clear  by  that  evening 
^  they  ainount«i  to  a  very  great  success.  unIS 

MOO  yards  of  front,  and  2000  of  depth  had  been 
Jdded  to  our  hues     Two  thousand  .^  prfsor^ 

1  r.S^*;?'.^"*'**^^  whiletwelvSr 
and  forty-two  field-guns  had  abo  been  taken  d^ 

Jattune.  Above  aU.  the  British  had  got  theirl^ 
weary  day  of  fighting  was  to  foUow  before  thl 
^ous«««ny  had  been  driven  from  it.  Z  Se 
whole  position  was  in  British  hands. 

The  reader  is  to  understand  clearly  that  though 
the  operatu,ns  of  July  u  cn«hed  in4e  faoe^^ 
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Qerman  line  along  the  whole  central  poation,  the 

fla«lr»  both  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  were  still 

invidate.    Upon  the  German  right  the  whole  range 

of  powerful  fortifications  which  extended  through 

Ponteee  to  Thiepval  were  untouched,  while  upwi  the 

German  left  the  equally  formidable  line  stretching 

from  Longueval  tiirough  Waterlot  Farm  and  Guille- 

mont  to  Falfemont  Farm  was  also  intact.     It  is 

correct,  then,  to  say  that  ths  German  second  line  had 

been  stormed  and  penetrated,  but  it  had  not  been 

captured  throughout  its  full  extent,  and  the  greater 

part  of  the  autumn  campaign  was  to  pass  before  this 

had  been  accjmplished.    The  reduction  of  the  German 

right  wing  will  be  recounted  in  the  chapters  which 

deal  with  Gough's  army,  to  whom  the  task  was 

assigned.    That  of  the  left  wing  is  covered  by  the 

narrative,  which  gives  some  details  of  the  numerous, 

bloody,  and  protracted  attacks  which  ended  in  the 

capture  of  Guillemont. 

Meanwhile  a  word  may  be  said  as  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  First  Division,  who  had  been  upon  the 
left  of  the  attack  upon  July  14,  and  had  covered  that 
flank  without  attempting  an  advance.  Upon  the 
night  of  July  16  they  moved  forward  to  attack  the 
continuation  of  the  German  second  line  system 
between  the  captured  Bazentin  and  the  uncaptured 
PoBtees.  The  attack  was  made  by  the  3rd  Brigade, 
the  tod  Munsters  being  to  the  left,  the  Ist  South 
Wales  Borderers  to  the  right,  and  the  1st  Glouoesters 
in  the  cenfae  witii  the  Stod  Welsh  in  reserve.  No 
less  than  1200  yards  of  No  Man's  Land  had  to  be 
crossed,  but  this  was  the  more  easy  since  both  Peari 
Wood  and  Contalmaison  Villa  were  occupied.  A 
daring  daylight  reconnaissance  by  the  colonel  of  the 
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ti»t  they  cwesed  the  Gennan  front  trenches  and^ 

liiinH^j.  T^  ^*"'  ^^^y  ''^w  ooon  some 

hatted  cloee  to  the  fonnidable  Switch  Line.  haviJ 

^  fomataon  wa»  now  «,  dense,  and  they  were  so 
^l^i^Jr^  machine-guns,  that  thL  was  a 

Kr^f  .).  ^  °,^  '"'^  "^""^  *^«y  dimly  «^ 
^  l:,Sr'  "^^  rr*^  **»  •«  *^«»  Gloucester.. 
^>.r^  upon  both  sides  prevented  a  cata- 
strophe Officers  and  men  were  now  keen  to  p^h 
««.d  to  attack  the  Switch  Line,  from  wWch  C. 
^  runng;   but  prudence  forbade  the  opening^ 

oack  to  the  captured  German  trenches.    So  ended  « 
raccessful  and  almost  bloodless  operation. 

JnliiTl^T"^**^^*^"'^"^*  of  the  action  of      ' 

1.11  T!!-  T'"'"*'"*  *°  ^""*"'  *he  fortunes  of  this 

^Portant.  as  bemg  the  first  blood  lost  or  drawn^ 
Zlt'^  cavaby.  since  the  early  months  of  the^J^ 
llie  Idea  was.  that  by  a  sudden  move  forward  a  smS 
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body  of  hone  mif^t  wtabliah  itaeU  in  .dTwioe  of  ti* 
general  line,  and  occupy  » poritionitojh it  oouW hold 

until  the  dower  infantry  oaue  forward  to  take  it 
over.  This  wa«  actually  done,  and  the  movement 
may  tfcirefore  be  claimed  aa  a  euocearful  experiment. 
The  two  detaohmente  from  the  Deooan  Hotm  and 
7th  Dragoon  Guards  galloped  three  mike  from  the 
rear,  bo  aa  to  be  under  obdervation  aa  short  a  time 
as  possible,  passed  swiftly  through  the  lines  of  the 
astonished  and  jubilant  infantry,  and  riding  right  into 
the  enemy's  position  upon  our  right  centre,  eetab- 
lished  themselves  in  a  strong  point,  and,  aided  by  a 
friendly  monoplane,  beat  ofi  the  German  attacks.' 
The  advance  was  at  six  in  the  evening,  and  it  was 
able  to  hdd  on  until  nightfall  and  to  hand  over  in 
the  eariy  morning  to  the  infantry.  Some  40  Germans 
fell  to  lance  or  sabre,  and  a  few  were  taken  prisoners 
by  the  daring  cavaliers,  who  suffered  somewhat 
heavily,  as  they  might  weJI  expect  to  do  in  so  novel 
and  desperate  a  venture. 


CHAPTER  VII 

ra»  BATTLE  0?  THE  SOMU 
July  14  to  July  81 

illhttog  oa  th.  ommoBi  front        '        "««»»-Iiid«>irfT. 

The  central  fact  of  the  situation  after  th*  l>.«i     * 
2^  waa  that  although  i^:^,t^l^  "^ 

line  could  take  Z:.  "^S^'mtrZ^  S  ^f' 
muj  p^h  out  in  the  Poziftree  ZZn.  ZtJS 

ae  tune  the  central  Britirii  position  ^L^^,^ 

^S  w^  r*  ^r^,  ^'^  ^^^  "^iS 

3 1?^  !TI.  *^'^  ^'i"«  Wood  to  G,^ 

be  dir^^tHT^      convergmg  fire  which  could 

the  tnm.  «™»r  ^^         "  Gemuma,  into  which 
8°»».  oomnanucation..  and  leMrro.  were  now 


vn. 
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crammed.    ^^  »<»«>"  HMg^i  gr«t  diffioalti«l^^- 
^fiZaed  by  a  long  «pdl  of  wet  and  dondy  rn^. 
w£rlSdJti.^vantage.  in  i^e  -ir-^- 
SLg  wa.  againrt  the  Brit-h  ^^  .^^^ 
3enoe  ofuTartUlery  and  the  spint  of  hi.  troop.. 
SVW  upon  the  Sght.  who«  tJly  of  gun.  and 
SloneTwere  up  to  <Ia     higher  than  thoM  o  the 
&.hadanejK»B:  r*rd  front  to  attack  mdudmg 
Z  lolrr  rtrong  vilir^  of  Maurepa.,  Le  ForeJ^ 
Banoourt.  and  Fregiconrt.  with  «»«;y.'«^j£ 
ZL  of  trench...    Their  whole  work  m  the  W^ 
S3bL  worthy  of  their  miUtary  hirtory,  ^ff^^ 
SSTurpa-el.  either  -^the  di.po«tions^^ 
Foch  or  ^the  valour  of  hi.  ">»«?•  ^either  tii«r 
SLtry  nor  our.  had  ever  teUnqu«hed  one  ^ 
!^^t  they  had  wrenched  from  the  taght  grip  of 

^^^Lre^  of  the  battle  of  My  U  «.me  F-^ 
taA  wa.  left  to  be  «x«mplirf«d.  and  ^Jf^ 
w»  very  «vere  at  certain  point,  for  wme  day.  later 
^3fi«t  turn  to  the  north  of  the  Ime  where  new 

SS.  had  come  into  action.    One  othe«i^ 

Tdeanng  and  reafwirmg  to  owervj  nuw  "^  „, 
Mwd^onalgenewl.  were  men  who«  name.  ««.ll.d 

^  T^^^T^  upon  theb  -»-«ld«r.  h^d 
K  battalion  ccmm«d«  in  19U.  It  »  ind^ 
«*  with  an  army  when  neither  wmonty  nor  mterert 

oCBcer.  in  charge  of  the  live,  of  men. 

°*Te  1^»r^oa  had  taken  the  place  of  the 

Twenty-third  after  the*Wl  of  Conta^rT^l'l.  „l 
JSifwayi^.antil  it  wa.  level  with  the  Im.  of 
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£r^.         •^'*  °*  *^'  "^  *^P*«  they  drove  ^™ 
tt«r  line  tonud  upon  July  la.     On  the  anrt   iC~ 

2m  M    ^^  ''^.f  ^""y  *°"»idable  German  trench   ^ 
«aied  Munater  AUey.    The  ground  already  gainS 
was  conaolidated  hoiniv».r  .nj  *k    j-  -^^^  g»mea 
it.  I.ft  ♦«!.•'  "'J'"'*'^'  »"<>  w»e  diviaion  lay  with 
rt.  Irft  touching  the  Australians  on  the  riiht  of 

S^^tlv  r"''  ^''"*.  •'**'"«'  •*  High  W,^ 
wui  pi«ently  be  eonadeied.    Fbr  the  pMpo«>  of 

o^tum.^  of  narrative  it  will  be  beet  toTLue 

!"tt  a  short  summary  of  the  doings  of  the  First 

Wn  upon  the  left  wing  of  th?adv«.ce!  tSr 

^tadc  bemg  to  hold  that  flank  against  Germl^ 

S^t  J  ^iT"  '^"*"y»"«  h»«l  work  which,  like 
~many  of  these  operataons.  could  gain  little  ckdit, 
Moe  there  was  no  fixed  point  but  only  a  maze  o 
trenches  m  front  of  them.    The  storming  of  TZ^ 

ta.  iteh  may  weU  call  for  as  high  3y  4r^ 
tte  takmg  of  a  historic  village,  and  yeTit  seem." 
Jghter  ^  m  the  lines  of  a  buUetin.  mZL^ 
^  Md  the  great  Switch  Line  faced  th.T* 
DiTWon,  two  most  formidable  obstacles.  On  July  a 
m  the  early  morning,  the  2nd  Brigade  of  the  Fii«i 

w^  the  Austiabwu.  on  the  left,  and  the  Nine- 

^£J?T^'*\*°  *^!."«^*-  ■"»«  attack  was  held 
^^cmdBuchamoftfce  2nd  Rifles  and  many  officer. 
hSv^Jn'""'^-  Col<>«'elBi«=l>«nwa8apaS 
^gall«tofficer.whoexpesedhimselffearies^pon 

"«Med  with  by  his  «i]utant  for  his  reckless  disregaid 
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of  danger,  he  ai-wered.  "You  know  at  weU  u 
?do3e  a  colonel  of  the  «Oth  ought  to  be."  Such 
Uvee  are  an  example  and  mch  death,  an  inipira- 
Zn.  Altogether  the  2nd  Eifle.l(«t  about  280  men 
b  thi.  night  attack,  and  the  other  firrt  hne  battalion, 
-the  2nd  SuMex.  10th  Qloucerter..  and  1st  Cameron 
Highlanden^were  all  hard  hit.  The  failure  wem. 
to  have  been  partly  due  to  miadirection  in  the  dark. 

Upon  July  26  the  Irt  South  Wale.  Borderer,  of 
the  »d  Brigade  attacked  Munrter  Alley,  but  were 
again  unable  to  get  forward  on  «count  of  the 
Srine-gun..  Nothing  daun^^.  the  2nd  Wekh 
had  another  fling  at  Munrter  Alley  next  day.  and 
actually  took  it.  but  had  not  weight  enouj^  to  ;on- 
wUdato  and  to  hold  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  British 
line  wa.  held  invioUto.  and  a  strong  German  attack 
upon  July  26  toward.  Poziftte.  wa.  repuhnsd  with 

**The  Twenty -third  Divirion  relieved  the  First 

and  were  in  turn  reUered  by  the  ^^^^  ^  ^ 

sector  which  faced  the  Switch  Trench  and  Martm- 

puich.'     The  Switch  line  was  expowd  to  a  very 

heavy  fire  for  several  days,  at  the  end  of  which  it  was 

attained  by  this  famous  division,  the  same  m  nuinber 

at  leart  as  that  which  had  left  nearly  two-tbrds  of 

ita  rank  and  file  aptft-  the  bloody  dopes  of  HiU  70. 

On  Augurt  12  the  advance  was  earned  out  witn 

neat  dadi:  the  46th  Brigade  upon  the  left  and 

Se  46th  upon  the  right.     The  attack  was  oriy 

partially  succesrful.  and  the  46th  Brigade  was  hdd 

TO  through  the  fact  that  the  Germans  had  them- 

adves  b»^in  the  act  of  attack,  so  that  the  trenches 

were  very  rtrongly  held.    The  operation  c^tmued 

however,  and  the  initial  gain,  were  enlarged,  untu 
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upon  Augurt  20  the  whole  Switch  Line  feU  «id  i«. 
PwrnwenUy  oonaolidated.         *"  "»•  leu  wd  wm 

Thii^li!?,^'^  '***<"  'w  murt  turn  to  the 

_~j  •       3     "vacuaiea  the  southern  edira  of  tht, 

woodm  order  to  aUow  of  bombardment.    nJt  ml 

the  poeitaon  on  the  night  of  July  Ifl  ^'^t ''m 

The  line  of  the  road  was  held  all  nieht  and  «rl, 

piled  by  the  contmual  fire  upon  their  riuht     Z  - 

;    f"""  *  battabon  does  not  take  "  Kn  " 

l-Zce^^^rmr^^deSJn.Xe'^^ 
R-fle,  and  half  the  2nd  Worcesters,  the  Zj^g 


vn. 


"KMxorr  MwuiTioN  tbi  omit 

(ANSI  ond  ISO  TEST  CHAUT  No.  2) 


■  2J 

mlH 

Earn 

u  ta 

S  la  1 

iw 

1.8 


t^|u  1^ 


TIPPLED  IIVMGE    he 

T6S}  Eoit  Uoin  SIrMi 
(716)  4U  -  0300  -  Phon* 
('18)  28S-59e9-F« 


Oums 
vn. 

Bittla 
oftbe 
Somma 


164  THE  BRITISH  CAMPAiaN,  1916 
battalions  of  the  100th  Brigade,  were  brought  np, 
but  no  further  advance,  was  possible  until  the  wire 
could  be  cut  by  the  guns.  About  four  in  the  after- 
noon of  July  16  the  remains  of  the  brigade  were  back 
in  the  road  from  which  they  had  started.  The  attack 
had  faUed,  partly  from  the  enfilade  fire  of  High  Wood, 
partly  from  the  impassable  wire. 

The  08th  Brigade  was  on  the  left  of  the  lOOtn, 
filling  up  the  gap  to  Bazentin  village.     They  had 
extended  their  right  in  order  to  help  their  sorely- 
tried  comrades,  and  they  had  themselves  advanced 
upon  the  line  of  the  Switch  Trench-the  1st  Middle- 
s' leading,  with  the  tth  Suffolk  in  support.    The 
2nd  Argyll   and  Sutherlanda  with  the  4th  Kings 
Liverpool  were  in  reserve.    They  got  weU  forward, 
but  ceased  their  advance  when  it  was  found  that  no 
progress  could  be  made  upon  the  right.    Thus,  for 
tiie  time,  the    division   was  brought  to  a  stand. 
That  night  the   19th  Brigade  reUeved  the   lOOth, 
which  had  been  very  hard  hit  in  this  action.    After 
the  change  the  1st  Scottish  Rifles  and  the  20th  Royal 
Fusiliers  formed  the  front  line  of  the  19th  Brigade, 
the  Rifles  in  touch  with  the  22nd  Brigade  of  the  7th 
upon  their  right,  while  the  Fusiliers  were  m  touch 
with  the  98th  Brigade  upon  their  left. 

The  general  situation  did  not  admit  of  an  imme- 
diate attack,  and  the  Germans  took  advantage  of  the 
pause  to  strengthen  and  slightly  to  advance  their 
position.  On  July  17  the  hard-worked  Twenty- 
fiiBt  Division  upon  the  left  was  drawn  out,  and  both 
the  Thirty-third  and  Seventh  had  to  extend  their 
fronts.  On  the  other  hand,  the  First  Division  came 
in  upon  the  left  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  Bai»n- 
tin-le-Petit  "^ood.    The  position  at  that  time  was 
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ttem  the  operations  would  become  chaos  to  Trone 
who  endeavoured  to  Mow  them  in  detail     I?  is  ta 

c^aS'T'  *"**.  *^"?''  "iivi^ons^contiLLly 
Sri',,  x^?*  *^  "^''^  *W  temporarily  hi 
ooged  4d  not  change,  or  only  at  long  Ser^I  ^ 

that  when  you  are  within  ite  area  you  4  aJwaT^pW 
^t  that  in  this  particular  LeKoZZ  t. 

^^tetr^roJi-Se^'^-^^^^S" 

^rand-SeXS2^S:rth^--^^^^^^ 

^2^  Division,  but  the  66th  Brigade  5    S 
ameteenth  Division  was  handed  over  to  the  ^?  J 

D.-s.on  to  strengdien  the  force,    l^e  o^jeSv^to 
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c.™  be  attacked  were  once  again  High  Wood  (Boia  des 
™-     Foureaux),  Switch  Trench,  and  the  connecting  teench 
between  them.    The  Seventh  Division  attacked  east 
of  the  wood  on  the  line  between  it  and  DelviUe  Wood. 
The  assault  upon  High  Wood  was  assigned  to  the 
19th   Brigade.    The   2nd   Worcesters   of   the   98th 
Brigade  were  pushed  out  so  as  to  cover  the  }^J^^ 
of  the  assaulting  column.    At  2  a.m.  of  ^^J^^f 
two  advance  battaUons  of  stormers.  the  6th  ScottiBh 
Rifles  on  the  right,  the  1st  Scottish  Rifles  upon  the 
left,  were  formed  up  in  open  ground  outside  the 
British  wire.    Preceded  by  sc«ute,  they  went  silently 
forward  through  the  gloom  imtU  they  approach^ 
the  south-western  edge  of  the  wood.     A  twnflc 
bombardment  was  going  on.  and  even  those  stout 
northern  hearts  might  have  quailed  at  the  unknown 
dangers  of  that  darksome  wood,  Ut  from  mom^t 
to  moment  by  the  red  glare  of  the  shdls.    As  the 
barrage  lifted,  the  wave  of  infsntry  rushed  forward, 
the  6th  Scottish  Rifles  making  for  the  eastern  edge, 
while  the  Ist  Regular  BattaUon  pushed  on  m  the 
endeavour  to  win  through  and  secure  the  northern 

edee. 

It  was  speedily  found  that  the  tenacious  enemy 
had  by  no  means  loosened  his  grip  of  the  wood.  A 
portion  of  the  Switch  Trench  runs  through  it,  and  t^ 
was  strongly  held,  a  line  of  spirting  flames  amid  the 
shadow  of  the  shattered  trees.  Machine-guns  and 
wire  were  everywhere.  None  the  less,  the  doui  Scota 
stuck  to  their  point,  though  the  wood  was  Uttered 
with  their  dead.  Both  to  east  and  to  nortli  they 
slowly  pushed  their  way  onwards  to  then  objectives. 
It  was  a  contest  of  iron  wills,  and  every  yard  won  was 
peid  for  in  blood.    By  9  o'clock  the  whole  of  the 
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Bouthem  half  of  the  wood  had  been  cleared  the  lead-  r. 
jng  troops  being  helped  by  the  20th^«e«   whj  M7" 

At  that  hour  the  northern  end  of  the  wo<xl  was  still   *!!"?• 

become  much  disorganised  through  loss  of  office™ 
1^  through  the  utter  conf,«ion  Ind  disilSn 
wkch  a  mght  attack  through  a  wood  must  n^ZZy 

WeS7"r°'°*'*"'***"''°°^*^''^''*h  Brigade,  the  2nd 

kto  th!^r'  T\  "*  *^v.'="*"''  moment  thrown 
mto  the  fight.  A  heavy  bareage  was  falling  and 
considerable  l.»ses  were  met  S  beforeThTwS 
was  entered;  but  the  Fusiliers  went  forward^ 
»p  endjd  steadiness  and  dash,  their  coC  taSg 
entare  local  command.    In  the  early  afternoon,  hS 

^e  Welsh  attacked  the  north  end  of  aiew  ,,2 
advsmce  bemg  preceded  by  a  continuous  fire  from  o^ 
Stokes  mortars,  that  portable  heavy  artiUery  whic" 

jTtn"''""'"-  Theenemyw^stiUunTbS^ 
but  the  advance  was  irresistible,  and  by  7  p.m.  the 

Se^JTiS'^  *  *T  ''*  ^°'^'"'  °*  th«  whole  of 
the  blood- sodden  plantation.    It   was   a  splendTd 

obstanate  and  mgemous  defence  could  command 
was  overcome  by  the  inexorable  British  iiZ^ 
^gnmpertmac^y  of  the  Scots  who  stood  that  lo^ 
mght  of  te.        and  the  dash  of  the  Welsh  who  carri^ 

fine ,  and  solid,  too,  was  the  work  of  the  pubUc  school 
iS  Sot  T  """H'*"'  "^°  gleaned'SLf  £ 
Ime.    So  temficwaa  the  shell-fire  of  the  disappointed 


168        THE  BRinSH  CAMPAIGN,  1916 

Catrtn  Germans  upoft  the  north  end  of  the  wood,  that  it  was 
^     impossible  to  hold  it ;  but  the  southern  part  was  con- 
Th.        solidated  by  the  18th  Middlesex  Pioneer  Battalion 
K.*      and  by  the  11th  Company  Royal  Engineers. 

Whilst  the  Thirty-thiid  Division  stormed  High 
Wood,  their  neighbours  upon  the  right,  the  Seventh 
Division,  depleted  by  heavy  losses  but  still  full  of 
spirit,  had  been  given  the  arduous  and  important 
task  of  capturing  the  roads  running  south-west  from 
High  Wood  to  Longueval.  The  assaulting  battalions, 
the  2nd  Gordons  on  the  left  and  the  8th  Devons  on 
the  right,  Aberdeen  and  Plymouth  in  one  battle  line, 
advanced  and  took  their  first  dbjective  through  a 
heavy  barrage.  Advancing  farther,  they  attempted 
to  dig  in,  but  they  had  got  ahead  of  the  attack  upon 
the  left,  and  all  the  machine-guns  both  of  Switch 
Trench  and  of  High  Wood  were  available  to  take 
them  in  flank  and  rear.  It  was  a  deadly  business— 
BO  deadly  that  out  of  the  two  leading  plafons  of 
Gordons  only  one  wounded  officer  and  five  men 
ever  got  back.  Finally,  the  whole  line  had  to  crawl 
back  in  small  groups  to  the  first  objective,  which  was 
being  consolidated.  That  evening,  the  Fifth  Division 
took  over  the  lines  of  the  Seventh,  who  were  at 
last  drawn  out  for  a  rest.  The  relief  was  marked 
by  one  serious  mishap,  as  Colonel  Gordon,  com- 
manding a  battalion  of  his  clansmen,  was  killed  by 
a  German  shell. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  66th  Brigade  of  the 
Nineteenth  Division  had  been  placed  under  the 
orders  of  the  Thiity-third  Division  during  these 
operations.  Ita  r61e  was  to  cover  the  left  flank 
of  the  attack  and  to  keep  the  Germans  busy  in 
the   Switch  line  position.     With  this  object  the 
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a  movement  in  which  the  7th  South  W,v^  ^'     — 

the  liaht  of  thn  ««t).  nT  j  .  ^"'^slures  upon  Th. 

fhl  o^  w  ^"«*^*'  ^«e  in  close  touch  w^h  "^^ 

the  2nd  Worcesters  upon  the  left  of  the  u^n-    I  f^ 

Wtmg  upon  their  flank  the  Lancashirf  men  S 
heavily  and  were  unable  to  cain  «  ^^w•       ■      . 

which  went  to  the  bmldinc  ud  of  Rr,^;l>  • 

^mpany    and  showing  his  coS^J^*  5 
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0..««  preBent  their  inheritance  as  the  natural  leader,  of 
vn.     the  future. 


B«tU< 
of  tbt 
Somnie. 


B  tuture.  .  , ,    .    „.i,- 

Thoueh  the  Nineteenth  Division  was  able  to  make 
no  process  upon  the  night  of  July  22,  upon  the 
next  nifht  one  of  their  brigades,  the  88th,  remforced 
by  two  other  battalions,  made  a  strong  movement 
forward,  capturing  the  strong  point  upon  the  edge  of 
the  wood  which  had  wrought  the  mischief  the  night 
before,  and  also  through  the  fine  work  of  the  mh 
Warwicks  and  7th  King's  Own  «irrying  the  whole 
British  line  permanently  forward  upon  th*  "ght. 
though  they  could  make  no  headway  upo^.^^J^f- 
Sme  conception  of  the  gervipes  of  the  Nineteenth 
Son  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  dunng 
the  month  of  July  it  had  lost  6600  casualties. 

The  Thirty -third  Division  was  P^«?  » JT" 
deserved  rest  after  their  fine  exploit  m  High  Wood. 
Eg  seven  days'  fighting  it  had  lost  heavily  in 
oSs  and  men.  Of  individual  battalions  the  heaviest 
Srs  had  been  the  two  Scottish  Rifle  battehons, 
S^Oth  Royal  FusiUers,  the  Ist  Queen's  Surrey, 
9th  Highland  Light  Infantry,  and  very  specially  the 
16th  King's  Royal  Rifles. 

Whilst  this  very  severe  fighting  had  been  gomg 
on  upon  the  left  centre  of  the  British  advance,  an 
even  more  arduous  struggle  had  engag^  our  troop. 
Ln  the  right,  where  the  Germans  had  a  consid«- 
Se  advantage,  since  the  whole  of  ^-^  ^oc^^^ 
Long.ieval  formed  the  apex  of  a  sahent  which  jutted 
outfaito  their  position,  and  was  open  to  a  con.  ergmg 
Su"S  fire  tom  several  directions.  This  ^mbk 
St  which  reduced  the  Ninth  Scottish  Division  to 
Xut  the  strength  of  a  brigade,  and  which  cauW 
S^  losses  alsrto  the  Third  Division,  who  strack 
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in  from  the  left  ftink  in  order  to  help  their  comrade.,  c,™ 
WM  owned  on  from  the  time  when  the  Highland     ^"• 
Bngade  captured  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Tb7~ 
Longueval.  a.  already  described  in  the  general  attack  ^T. 
upon  July  14. 

^  the  morning  after  the  viUage  was  taken,  the 
South  African  Brigade  had  been  ordered  to  attack 
DelvJle  Wood.    This  fine  brigade,  under  a  South 
AfaMn  veteran,  was  composed  of  four  battaUons, 
the  first  representing  the  Cape  Colony,  the  second 
Watal  and  the  Orange  River,  the  third  the  Transvaal 
and  the  fourth  the  South  African  Scotsmen.    If 
South  Africa  could  only  give  battalions  where  others 
^ve  brigades  or  divisions,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  she  had  campaigns  upon  her   own   frontiers 
m  which  her  manhood  was  deeply  engaged.     The 
European   contingent   was   mostly   British,    but   it 
contained  an  appreciable  proportion  of  Boers,  who 
fought  with  all  the  stubborn  gallantry  which  we  have 
good  reason  to  associate  with  the  name.    A-part  from 
tiie  infantry,   it  should  be  mentioned  that  South 
Africa  had  sent  six  heavy  batteries,  a  fine  hospital, 
and  many  labour  detachments  and  special  services 
including  a  signalling  company  which  had  the  reputa- 
ton  of  being  the  very  best  in  the  army,  every  man 
having  been  a  civilian  expert. 

lie  South  Africans  advanced  at  dawn,  and  their 
brond  line  of  skirmishers  pushed  its  way  rapidly 
airough  the  wood,  sweeping  aU  opposition  before  it 
By  noon  they  occupied  the  whole  tract  with  the 
exception  of  the  north-west  comer.  This  was  the 
comer  which  abutted  upon  the  houses  north  of 
Longueval,  and  the  murderous  machine-guns  in 
these  buildings  held  the  Africans  oft.    By  night  the 
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whole  perimetw  of  the  wood  IumI  been  occupied,  and 
the  biWe  wa.  etretched  round  the  edge*  of  the 
twee  and  undergrowth.  Already  they  were  rafienng 
heavay,  rat  only  from  the  Longueval  guna  «??"**'•« 
left  but  from  the  heavy  German  artillery  which  had 
their  range  to  a  nicety  and  against  which  there  waa  no 
defence.  With  patieat  valour  they  held  their  hne. 
and  endured  the  long  horror  of  the  sheU-fall  durmg 

the  night.  t»«i»;h« 

Whilst  the  South  Africans  were  occupying  DelviUe 
Wood,  th«  27th  Brigade  had  a  task  which  was  as 
arduous,  and  met  in  as  heroic  a  mood,  as  that  ot 
their  comrade,  on  the  day  before.     The«_»*t«>^ 
was  upon  the  orchards  and  houses  to  the  nor«i  and 
east  of  Longueval,  which  had  been  organwed  mto 
formidable  strong  points  and  garrisoned  by  desperate 
men.    These  strong  points  were  especiaUy  dangerous 
on  account  of  the  support  which  they  could  give  to  a 
counter-attack,  and  it  was  thus  that  they  did  us  great 
niischief.    The  Scottish   Borderers,  Scots  Fusihers, 
and  Royal  Scots  worked  slowly  forward  dunng  the 
day,   at   considerable   cost  to   themselves.    Bvwy 
house  was  a  fortress  mutually  supporting  every  other 
one.  and  each  had  to  be  taken  by  assault.       1  saw 
one  party  of  half-a-dozen  Royal  Scoto  rush  headlong 
into  a  house  with  a  yeU,  though  there  were  Germans 
at  every  window.    Three  minutes  later  one  ottne 
ox  came  out  again,  but  no  more  shots  ever  came  from 
that   house."     Such    episodes,  with   ever-vaiymg 
results,  made  up  that  long  day  of  desperate  fighting, 
which  was  rendered  more  difficult  by  tie  heavy 
German  bombardment.    The  enemy  appeared  to  be 
resinned  to  the  loss  of  the  Bazentins,  but  all  their 
j^y  and  guns  were  concentrated  apon  the  recon- 


BomoM, 


THE  BATTLE  OP  THE  80MME        178 
q«rt  of  LongMv»l  „d  DelviUe  Wood.    Through  the  o.«„ 
whole  of  th.  leth  the  dielling  w  .  terribly  ^ew!  ^^ 
Je  mjMile.  pitching  from  three  separate  Lotion  riT 
mto  the  projecting  salient.    Furioue  anaulta  and   'fT 
h^Y  '^•"-Wl-  alternated  for  wvexallS,   wSe 
cloud,  of  bombera  faced  each  oth«  in  a  dS 
«d  never-ending  pelting  match.    It  wa.  obwrved 
«  tjTpical  of  the  method,  of  each  nation  that  whUe 
tteOerman.  aU  threw  together  with  mechanical  and 
effective  precuion.  the  Britirii  opened  out  and  fought 
M  each  man  judged  beet.    Thi.  luting  in  the  wood 
WM  very  deeperate  and  awayed  back  and  forward.. 
It  wa.  deapei-ate  hand-to-hand  work.    The  enemy 
had  no  fought  of  giving  in.    Each  man  took  advan- 
tage of  the  protection  offered  by  the  tree.,  and  fouiAt 
untal  he  wa.  knocked  out.    The  wood  seemed  sw?  ^ 
with  demon.,  who  fought  u.  tooth  and  nail."    The 
^T  ^  ^^can«  were  driven  deeper  into  the 
wood.    Then  again  they  would  win  their  way  forward, 
until  they  could  see  the  open  country  through  the 
broken  trunks  of  the  lacerated  trees,    "^en  the  fulness 
of  their  tide  would  be  reached,  no  fresn  wave  would 
come  to  cany  them  forwards,  and  slowly  the  ebb  drew 
them  back  once  more  mto  the  village  and  the  forert. 
In  till,  mixed  fighting  ths  Transvaal  battalion  took 
8  officers  and  130  men  prisoners,  but  their  losses,  and 
thoM  of  the  other  African  uni*,.  were  very  heavy 
The  wmor  officer  in  the  firing  Ibe  behaved  wi4 
great  gallantry,  raUying  hi.  ever  -  dwindling  f(»ce. 
•gam  and  again.    A  joint  attack  on  the  evening  of 
July  16  by  the  Cape  men,  the  South  African  Scots. 
Md  the  ilth  Royal  Scots  upon  the  north-west  of 
the  wood  and  the  north  of  the  village  was  held  up 
oj  wire  and  machine-gun.,  but  the  German  counter- 
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»tUclM  had  no  bettor  fate.  During  the  whole  of  the 
17th  the  Mtuation  remained  unchanged,  but  tne 
rtrain  upon  the  men  was  very  wvere  and  ^7^*^ 
faced  by  fresh  diviwons  coming  up  from  Bapaume. 
The  Brigadier  him«U  made  hia  way  into  the  wood 
and  reported  to  the  Diviwonal  Commander  the 
extremely  critical  state  of  affairs.  . 

^  the  morning  of  July  18  the  Third  D.v.s.on 
were  able  to  give  some  very  valuable  help  to  the 
hard-pressed  Ninth.    At  the  break  of  day  the  1st 
Son,,  supported  by  the  8t)»  King's  Iaven«oU 
both  fr.m  the  76th  Brtade.  made  a  sudden  and 
furious  attack  upon  those  German  strong  pomts  to 
the  north  of  the  village  which  were  an  ever-present 
«>urce  of  lo«i  and  of  danger.    "  Now  and  agam.   «ys 
a  remarkable  anonymous  account  of  the  incident. 
"  during  a  lull  in  the  roar  of  battle,  you  could  hear  a 
rtronTNorthem  voice  caU  out:   'On.  Gor-r-r-dons. 
on  I -thrilling  out  the  r-s  as  only  Scotsmen  can.    The 
men  seldom  answered  save  by  increasing  their  speed 
towards  the  goal.    Occasionally  some  of  them  caUed 
out  the  battle-cry  heard  so  often  from  the  throato  oi 
the  Gordons:   'Scotland  for  evert    .  .  .  They  we« 
out  of  sight  over  the  parapet  for  a  long  tame,  bu  we 
could  heir  at  intervals  that  cry  of  'On,  Gor-r-r-doM 
on  1 '  varied  with  yells  of  '  Scotland  for  ev«      and 
the  strains  of  the  pipes.    Then  we  saw  Highlanders 
re^p^r  over  the  p^pet.    With  them  were  groups 
of  German  prisoners.  , 

The  assault  won  a  great  deal  of  ground  down  tbe 
north-west  edge  of  Delville  Wood  and  m  the  norfh 
of  the  village ;  but  there  were  heavy  losses  and  two 
of  the  strong  points  were  still  mtact.  AU  day  the 
bombardment   was   continuous   and   deadly,   unta 
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4^m  the  .fternoon.  when  •  great  German  mt^.try  c«„ 
•tt«k  came  .weeping  from  the  ea.t.  drivina  S     m" 
^  the  wood  and  pu.hing  before  Ttf^"  riT 
w«»toble  momentum  the  «=attered  bodie.  of  Scottkh   T^ 

For  a  time  it  submerged  both  wood  and  villaae  ««d 
the  foremost  grey  wave,  emerged  even  toXT^rof 
^:2T'  J^'V^'^  "«'"'  ^-  down  hy^^U^ 

Sk^t  2Sth  BH  ;  ^r^^'.howover.  and  here  the 
SiTl    •  «**'•'  *'»""'  •*«"  desperately  uDon 

Je  victonoua  enemy,  and  rtormed  fomard  -^^ 

«uth  end  of  the  wood  remained  in  British  hands.  A 
S^  o'  »»o"  »u«>essful  local  counter-attack  has 
«ldom  been  deUvered.  and  it  was  by  a  brigade  whS 

S'a  ;:fLmn"tf  'T^  -'^ch  ^ade 'So«  t 
_  »  ««t-camp  than  for  a  battle  Une.  After  this 
«cond  exploit  the  four  splendid  batta«ons^«  W 

while  the  Argylls,  the  Seaforths,  and  the  Came^n.; 
;««  m  no  better  case.  Truly  ii  can  neverSTd 
ttat  the  grand  records  of  the  histonc  reg,^„  Z^ 

SSi""  T*^*^"*  "">«''*^  lusti^"mTe 
aeeds  of  those  civiban  soldiers  who  for  »  *;,„ 

privileged  to  bear  their  names         '  """'  '""" 

were  made  in  the  sucS/^tf  KL  ^ht 
^nel  and  his  men.  During  the  whoL'uhe  mh 
t"«e  fine  soldiers  held  on  against  heavy  p^T 
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The  colonel  was  the  only  officer  of  his  regiment  to 
return.    Even  the  Newfoundlanders  had  hardly  a 
more  bloody  baptism  of  fire  than  the  South  Africans, 
or  emerged  from  it  with  more  glory. 

The  situation  now  was  that  the  south  of  the  wood 
was  held  by  the  British,  but  the  north,  ii.oluding  the 
greater  part  of  the  village,  was  still  held  by  the  Ger- 
mans.  The  worn-out  Ninth  Division,  still  full  of  spirit, 
but  lacking  sadly  in  numbers,  was  brought  out  of  Ime 
upon  July  19,  and  the  Eighteenth  English  Division, 
fresh  from  its  own  great  ordeal  in  Trones  Wood, 
came  forward  to  take  its  place.    At  seven  m  the 
morning  of  the   19th  the   QSrd  Brigade  attacked 
from  the   south,  the   situation   being   so   pressmg 
that  there  was  no  time  for  artillery  preparation. 
The   infantry  went   forward   without   it,    and   no 
higher  ordeal  could  be  demanded  of  them.    It  was 
evident  that  there  was  great  danger  of  the  strong 
German  column  breaking  through  to  westward  and 
so  outflanking  the  whole  British  Ime.    Only  a  British 
attack  from  north      ^  from  south  could  prevent  its 
progress,  so  that  the  Third  Division  were  caUed  upon 
for  the  one,  and  the  Eighteenth  for  the  other.    Thw 
wood  of  infamous  memory  is  cut  in  two  by  one  broad 
ride,  named  Princes  Street,  dividing  it  into  two  h&lves, 
north  and  south  (w<fo  p.  181).    The  southern  ha^f  was 
now  attacked  by  the  8th  Norfolks,  who  worked  theii 
way  steadily  forward  in  a  long  fringe  of  bombers  and 
riflemen.    The  Brigade -Major,  Markes,  and  many 
officers  and  men  feU  in  the  advance.    After  a  pause, 
with  the  help  of  their  Lewis  guns,  the  Norfolks  pushed 
forward  again,  and  by  2  o'clock  had  made  their  way 
up  to  Princes  Street  along  most  of  the  line,  pushuDi; 
the  enemy  down  into  the  south-eastern  comer.    lUe 
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^m^  battalions  of  the  brigade,  the  10th  Essex  c«™. 
^^t/t-  •""*  *l*  '^  ^'^°*^  ^-^  «>«  l«ft.  tried  ^^ 
S.^t^*^Tf^  *^°"«^  *^"'  """t^*™  portion,  while  TiT 
SLTu.  f  t  ***^''«^,*''?  -ill^-    Half  ^f  the  ^ 
by  the  SnffoUc,  but  their  comrades  on  the  right  were 
iield  up  by  the  heavy  machine-gun  fire,  and  at  S  p.m 
were  compeUed  to  dig  themselves  in.    They  main- 
tamfti  their  new  positions,  under  a  terrific  shell-fire 
for  three  wea^  and  tragic  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
they  were  rebeved  by.  the  4th  Royal  Fusiliers,  a 
^^teran  battaion  which  had  fired  some  of  the  first 
shots  of  the  War. 

Tlese  Fusiliers  belonged  to  the  Third  Division 
winch  had,  as  already  said,  been  attacking  from  the 
north  side  of  the  wood,  while  the  Eighteenth  were  on 
ae  soutt  Mde.  On  July  19  this  attack  had  been 
devdoped  by  the  2nd  Suffolk  and  the  10th  Welsh 
^ers.  tte  two  remaining  battalions  of  the  76th 

Tl*'  J^\  *^'''"'**  ^"^  °^e  at  early  dawn, 
Md  the  Welsh  Fusiliers  were  at  once  att^ked  bjl 

Oennan  mfantry,  whom  they  repulsed.  The  attack 
was  unfortmiate  from  the  start,  and  half  of  the 
SnffoUffl  who  penetrated  the  viUage  were  never  able 
to  «tocate  themselves  again.  The  Welsh  Fusiliers 
earned  on,  but  its  wing  was  now  in  the  air,  and  the 
n>Mhme-gmis  were  very  deadly.  The  advance  was 
held  up  and  had  to  be  withdrawn.  In  this  affair  fell 
one  of  the  most  promising  of  the  younger  officers  of 
the  Bntwh  army,  a  man  who  would  have  attained 

S^n^^.^^*"^*^'  Brigade-Major  Congreve, 
j  the  76th  Bngade,  whose  father  coiinandTthe 
•djacent  Th«teenth  Corps.  His  death  arose  from 
one  of  his  many  acts  of  rash  and  yet  purposeful 
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V  Jour  for  he  pushed  forward  alone  to  find  out  what 
CMinwM  valour,  lor  "o  |.u«».>~  .ii„ii,.   anil  Ro  met  his 

viL     h5^d  become  of  the  miawng  SufiolkB,  and  bo  mei  m» 
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On  July  20  matters  had  come  to  »  ^mporair 

2^  iT  middle  of  them.  It  was  to  thje  hnes  that 
^ese  batUe-weary  men  were  now  ^^-  ^^^S 
was  nending  upon  Guillemont  by  the  Thirtieth  uivi 
Tn^nf^  o^ect  of  the  Third  Division  was  to  cut 
r^^nch  line  to  the  east  of  the  ^^^S^' ""^^so  hdp 
the  atock  The  advance  was  earned  out  with  great 
■  t^;  Julv  22  by  the  2nd  Royal  Scots,  and 
n  C  S  Sable  to  attain  their  fuU  objective, 
SriiS^^rconsoUdated  a  post  midway  between 
SX^armandtherailway.drivingbackaGerman 

toSS  which  endeavoured  to  thrust  *h».  out 
fTTulv  23  GuiUemont  was  attacked  by  the  2l8t 
SiiVtheSirtieth  Division.    The  right  of  the 

K'^coLting  of  the  19th  .M-^-^^lS  nS^^ 
tbe  village.  ^rjX^S^'l^^^^^ 
^^  "^rSdtwlL  b^iT^-d  already 
tX  S'S^Cal  Sco^  and  olher  batUl^- 
nfLsthBriRade.  The  resistance  shown  by  Gmll^ 
motTpS^Xt  the  siege  of  that  village  would  be 
TsSoC^tion  and  Zt  it  was  not  to  be  earned 
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vLnSy*^""^?*  °*  '  *^  •^^'»''  however  c«„ 
vauanuyiuged     The  successive  attempts  to  occudv     ^ 

1^ " t  :5."^  """^'^^^ »«-.  ^  ^  «=s  gr- 

n«ujJ  ?"  '"'"f,'^t*''  ■^"'^  23'  »°*h«'  attempt  was  ^"- 
2J  by  maed  battalions  of  the  Third  iSn 
upon  Longueval.  This  was  carried  oTtSTZ 
co-operation  of  the  06th  Bricade  fZ  n-  •  • 
upon  the  left.  The  attack  S;aSSitSS 
the  south  was  held  up.  and  the  baSnstnlS? 
wty'.  V*\'  '"*  Northumberland  Fjie'^S 
West  Yorkshires,  and   13th  King's  LiverpoJis  Idl 

SffiftTn-""^.^"^-    Two'batt^r^S'tSS 

S™  l«l  ^  '^'  **^^  P*^  ^  this  attack. 
There  ^fd  been  «>me  movement  all  along  the  line 
durmg  that  day  from  High  Wood  in  the  no^'eLt  to 
Guillemont  in  the  south-west ;  but  nowhrwasTew 
TL'^T'"''^^'"^^-  I*--cleartE:nrenety 
ZlA  l!°^  ''"^  *°  ^  P"^'^*  "»«.  «nd  that  S 

2^«£r^r\wT""^  bombardment is 
be  required  before  the  infantry  could  be  exoected  f^ 

"•^Ithim.  Thus,  the  advan^  of  July  iTSanl 
«rt  had  been  had  pven  less  durable  reLte  thTS 
been  hoped,  for  no  further  ground  had  been  Z^^ 
ui  a  week's  fighting,  while  Lo^evll.  whi^^?  J^el 
ours,  had  for  a  time  passed  back  to  the  enem^  No 
one,  however,  who  had  studied  General  Haig's  meth.2 
durmg  the  1014  fighting  at  Ypres  could,  for  a Tome^ 
beheve  that  he  would  be  balked  of  his  J^  ^d  th ' 

IE  "".**'  ^"^  "^^  ^«  had  lost  n?ne"f  S: 
£TT  ^•""''''^/hich  he  had  shown  on  thoL 
Jrteful  days,  nor  had  his  weU-tried  instrument  of  C 
loBt  ite  power  of  fighting  its  way  through  a  dSc^ 
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porition.  The  struggle  at  Longueval  1^  {T  ' 
l^^to  one,  and  the  German  letum  upon  JdylS 

,^doubtedly  the  moat  «.vere  reaction  rountewd 
r^UB  during  the  whole  of  the  Somme  fightmg.  wd 
vrt^^  fluctuations  which  have  been  deecr  bed 
rfiiSwiU.thepodtionentirdyin^eb^dsdth^ 
IWtigh     On  the  days  which  followed  the  attacK  01 

^  the  T^n^  Brigade  of  the  B^^^^" 
puled  its  way  gradually  through  the  no^h  «nd  of 
L  village  the  Ist  Norfolks  bearmg  the  brunt  of  the 
SSTlhey  were  reUeved  on  th.  27*^  by  ^ 
SbBri»de,  who  took  the  finkl  posta  on  the  no^ 
!nd  ^of  4e  houses,  the  1st  East  Surreys  holdmg 
Se  ZZ.  front.    The  12th  Qloucesters  pa^cu- 
Sv  Snguished  themselves  on  this  occasion,  hold- 
S^rrSl  outlying  captured  i«sts  und«  a 
Syteavyfire.    The  three  isolated  platoons  m^ 
2ed  thLsdves  with  great  constancy,  and  w«e 
Thieved,  though  two  out  of  i^  of^^^^ 
neater  part  of  the  men  were  casualties.  This  batmen 
ST  MO  men  in  these  operations,  which  were  made 
Zr^Z^^A  difficult  by  the  fact  that  Longue- 

ni^v  tolSa  comer,  the  Germans  directmg 
SrS^rTi^te  fixe  from  the  intact  tower  of 

^"S'S^^  Division  had  now  been  brou^t 
do^toSsomme  battle-front,  and  upon  July  26 
Sr  took  over  from  the  Third  Divmon  m  Je 
S  S^  Ddville  Wood.  So  compUcated  was  the 
^tion  aVthe  point  occupied,  that  one  officer  ^ 
Cibed  his  company  as  ;b«ng -J^^"^ 
north,  south,  east,  and  west,  ^«  }?*^,  r^/tv, 
Liably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  durtant  fiie  of  th. 
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c^  Britkh  heavies  feU  occwoniJly  among  the  front  Ime 
°^  infantry.    At  «,ven  in  the  monjmg_of_ July^«_^the 
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99th  Brigade,  now  attached  to  the  Second  DiviBon. 
wa«  ordered  to  improve  our  position  m  the  wood, 
and  made  a  determined  advance  with  the  !«*  Bafle. 
upon  the  right,  and  the  23rd  FusiherB  upon  ^e  left. 
^  iBt  BerShires  and  22nd  Royal  Fu«h«»  hemg  in 
support.    Moving  forward  behind  a  "^ong  l)arrage 
JheTwo  battaUons  were  able  mth  moderate  loss  to 
force  their  way  up  to  the  line  of  Prmces  Street  «^d 
to  make  good  this  advanced  position.    A  trench  fuU 
S  dead  OT  woun.led  Germans  with  two  spUntered 
nuMihine-guns  showed  that  the  artillery  had  found  ite 
mark,  and  many  more  were  shot  do>^  as  they  retired 
to  th;ir  further  trenches.   .The  l-*^  Berkshire.  heUa 
defensive  flank  upon  the  right,  but  German  bom^ 
swarmed  in  between  them  and  the  Rifles,  devdop- 
L  a  dangerous  counter-attack,  which  was  finally 
^at^nT^r  a  sharp  fight,  in  which  Captojn 
Howell  of  the  latter  battoUon  was  mortally  wounded 
after  organising  a  splendid  defence,  in  w-hich  he  was 
^tly  Cd  by  a%ei.3ant.    At  U  o'clock  Je  left 
Kk  of  thVadvance  was  also  very  heavily  att«k^ 
at  short  range,  and  the  two  compames  of  the  Biflee 
on  that  sidTwere  in  sore  straite  until  remforced  by 
bombers  from  the  23rd  Fusdiers,  aad  also  bythe 
whole  of  the  22nd  fusiliers.    The  German  barrage 
fell  thickly  behind  the  British  advance,  and  it  was  a 
difficult  and  costly  matt«  te   send  f omard  ^e 
necessary  supporto,  but  before  evening  part  of  tte 

Bth  Brieade  had  pushed  forward  and  reheved  the 
"^SAnTlinl  It  was  a  most  notable  advance 
STahMoic  subsequent  defenc.  with  some  of  the 
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Btiffest  fighting  that  even  DelviUe  Wood  had  ever  ounn 
witnewed.    The  East  AngliaP  Field  Company  Royal     ^"■ 
Engineers  consolidated  the  line  taken.    The  1st  Rifles, 
upon  whom  the  greater  part  of  the  pressure  had  fallen,' 
lost  14  officers,  including  their  excellent  adjutant, 
Captam  Brocklehurst,  and  more  than  300  men.    The 
immediate  conduct  of  the  local  operations  depended 
upon  the  colonel  of  this  battalion.    The  great  result 
of  the  fight  was  that  Delville  Wood  was  now  in 
British  hands,  from  which  it  never  again  reverted. 
It  is  a  name  which  will  ever  remain  as  a  symbol  of 
tragic  glory  in  the  records  of  the  Ninth,  the  Third,  the 
Eighteenth,  and  finally  of  the  Second  Divisions.    No- 
where in  all  this  desperate  war  did  the  British  bulldog 
and  the  German  wolf-hound  meet  in  a  more  prolonged 
and  fearful  grapple.    It  should  not  be  forgotten  in  our 
military  annals  that  though  the  99th  Brigade  actually 
captured  the  wood,  their  work  would  have  been  im- 
possible had  it  not  been  for  the  fine  advance  of  the 
95th  Brigade  of  the  Fifth  Division  already  recorded 
upon  their  Longueval  flank. 

We  shall  now  turn  our  attention  to  what  had 
been  going  on  in  the  extreme  right-hand  part  of 
the  line,  where  in  conjunction  with  the  French  three 
of  our  divisions,  the  66th  Lancashire  Territorials, 
the  36th  Bantams,  and  the  hard-worked  30th,  had 
been  attacking  with  no  great  success  the  strong 
German  line  which  lay  in  front  of  us  after  the  capture 
of  Trones  Wood.  The  centre  of  this  defence  was  the 
village  of  Guillemont,  which,  as  abeady  mentioned, 
had  been  unsuccessfully  attacked  by  the  21st  Brigade 
upon  July  23.  About  this  date  the  Th^y-sixth 
Bantam  Division  had  a  repulse  at  the  Malzhorn  Farm 
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to  the  «,«th  of  Guillemont.  both  the  /  ^th  "id  IMjb 
Brigade,  being  hwd  hit.  and  many  of  the  brave  Uttle 
Sbeing  left  in  front  of  the  German  maohme-p^. 
Heek  Uter  a  much  more  elaborate  attadt  wu  made 
uJnit  by  the  rert  of  the  Thirtieth  Drmon. 
^^en2  by  one  brigade  (the  lOflthW  the  Tbr^- 
fifth  Diviaion.  This  attack  wa.  carried  out  m~- 
operation  with  an  advance  of  the  Second  Diviaion  upon 
Semont  Station  to  the  left  of  tt«7^- ?^  "" 
advance  of  the  French  upon  the  right  at  Falfemont 

and  Malzhom.  , . , 

The  frontal  advance  upon  Guillemont  from  the 
Tronee  Wood  direction  appetn  to  have  been  about 
as  difficult  an  operation  as  could  be  conceived  in 
modem  warfare.    Everything  helped  the  defence  and 
nothing  the  attack.    The  approach  was  a  ^J^ 
vardThi  width,  whic>.  was  absolutely  commanded  ^ 
STgnnB  in  the  village,  and  also  by  those  placed 
obUquely  to  north  and  south.    There  was  no  cover  of 
anv  kind     Prudence  would  no  doubt  have  suggested 
that  we  should  make  good  in  the  north  at  Lonpieval 
and  thus  outflank  the  whole  German  bne  of  defence. 
It  was  essential,  however,  to  fit  our  plans  m  with  those 
of  the  French,  and  it  was  understood  that  tiiwe  were 
TOch  as  to  demand  a  very  special,  and  if  needs  be.  a 
Bdf-immolating  effort  upon  the  right  of  the  Ime. 

The  attack  had  been  arranged  for  the  mormng  ol 
July  30.  and  it  was  carried  out  in  spite  of  tiie  fact  that 
during  the  first  few  hours  tiie  fog  was  so  dfflise  that 
it  was  hard  to  see  more  tiian  a  few  yards  This  made 
the  keeping  of  direction  across  so  broad  a  ^  « 
700  yards  very  difficult ;  while  on  the  right,  whwe  the 
advance  was  for  more  than  a  mile  and  had  to  be  co- 
ordinated with  the  troopa  of  out  AlUes,  it  was  so 
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complex  a  nutter  that  then  was  oonnderable  danger  oim« 
at  one  time  that  the  fight  in  this  quarter  would  rewl^     ™- 
^^^  *."^"f'  ^"^^  *^*  "«•'*  0*  the  British  riT 
Kurtarth  and  the  left  of  the  French  Thirty-ninth  S^S? 

*i.  "^^  °"«*^*  advanced  upon  the  right  and 
Ae  90th  upon  the  left,  the  latter  being  directed 

Tt:\  a  ^^  r"'«*-  "*«  ^'">  '••^  battaUons. 
the  2nd  Scots  Fusmers  and  the  18th  Mancheetem 
reached  it  and  established  themselves  firmly  in  its 
western  suburbs;  but  the  G«rman  barrage  fell  so 
thickly  behmd  them  that  neither  help  nor  munitions 
could  reach  them.  Lieutenant  Murray,  who  was  sent 
back  to  report  their  critical  situation,  found  Germans 
wandering  about  behind  the  line,  and  was  compeUed 
to  shoot  several  m  making  his  way  through  He 
earned  the  news  that  the  attack  of  the  Second 
Division  upon  the  station  had  apparently  faUed,  that 

♦wTij^r*^.-^  ^"^  *^*  °°^  ^'^  deadly,  and 
that  both  battalions  were  in  peril.  The  Scots  had 
captured  60  and  the  Manchesters  100  prisoners,  but 
they  were  penned  in  and  unable  to  get  on  Two 
compames  of  the  17th  Manchesters  made  their  way 
with  heay  loss  through  the  fatal  barrage,  but  Med 

l?'"^*'i^"'"*'"**°''-  It  ^onld  appear  that  in 
the  fog  the  Scots  were  entirely  surrounded,  and  that 
they  fought,  as  is  their  wont,  while  a  cartridge  ksted. 
TWr  last  message  was,  that  their  ranks  and  munition 

SaT*!,^*^.*^'  *^'^  ^"^  «"«  ''"'ten.  tiie 
aheUmg  hard,  and  the  situation  critical.  None  of 
ttese  men  ever  returned,  and  the  only  survivors  of 
tti.  hattehon  of  splendid  memories  were^  the  wIS^ 
m  No  Man's  Land  and  the  Headquarter  Staft  ft 
was  the  second  time  that  the  2nd  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers 
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0^  had  fought  to  th.  l-»rr^to^,P^^o/Si 
thenuKWe.  in  touch  with  the  nth  Koyw^ 

The  8»t^  ""P"  ^  1^  formidable  than  tho« 
*^1l°'™^iM     L  already  described,  they  h»A 

company,  rushmg  an  ""rf;.    ^-a,  »  mull 

the  Bouw-w-  Fusiliers,  and  found  both 

Si  S.  Ae^^t  had  eventuaUy  to  fall  back 
Its  nanKs  in  wi»  commander,  and  many 

ha^g  lost  Major  ^l^'^'^^^h.^ers  advanced 
"^rthet^iTn  ^orirenches  and  carried  the 
2^*  ^^a  m^  of  the  occupants.  Ingoing 
Sl^^mS^I  they  lost  jJSth^J^ 

Se  passing  down  a  ^'-^^''tad  SenXoS 
M  foiiTcompany  commanders  had  faUen.  »ey°"" 
1  rpe^^^en  road,  and  at  this  pomt  a  yo^ 
r  !ln^tMuaker  found  himself  in  command  with 
S  mii^  «^  battaUons  under  his  or^ 
SSve^ers  sent  back  with  messages  were  all  shot. 
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J^wm  giv,  «me  id-  of  the  ^verity  of  the  c^ 
l«»8e.    Mo.k«  jhowri  good  powm  of  lidwrfup.     "i^^ 
Md  ooiMolid,._  hi.  podtion  in  the  to»d.  butWM  nT" 
nnfortun.tdy  kiUed.  the  comm«,d  tETdevolZ  S" 
upon  .   .„b.lie«f..«,t.     The   Bedfonl.  clS^  Si^S::^. 
to    remforce    .nd   wme   permwent   «lvnoe  w« 
.rtab^ed  m  thi.  quarter—U  that  ww^ail^ 
IL,,?^*^  wngumarjr  engagement,   which  cost 
about  8000  men.    The  Bantwna  loet  hwvily  alaTin 
th»  «=t,on  though  they  only  pUyed  the  h^We  rie 
of  cameni  to  the  storming  bripidee 

n,  Jt  rl"'*  "*  *^*  ^^*'"«  chronicled  in  this  chapter 
may  be  taken  as  an  aftermath  of  the  action  of  July  H 

»!"!  T  •"'^*«r"  "P°°  o«r  part  to  enlarge  ou^ 
gain,  and  upon  the  part  of  the  Germans  to  pSlh  Z 
^from  what  we  had  won.  The  encroachment  npo^ 
aj  Wood  upon  tiie  left,  the  despeiato  defence  Md 
fi^deanng  of  DelviUe  Wood  in  the  centre,  and^e 
attempt  to  dnve  the  German,  from  Guillemont  upon 
tter^ipn  attempt  which  was  brought  later  T. 
«o««ful  «.nclusion-are  all  part  of  one  syrtem  of 
operation,  demgned  for  the  one  end  '     "*  " 

aJL  '^°'^^  J^  remarked  that  during  aU  thi. 
fijtmg  upon  the  Somme  continual  demoLtratioM 
«»ountog  m  «,me  case,  to  .mall  battle..  oc^S 
J««gttenorthemlmetokeeptheGermans;mpl3^ 
^mort^nou.  of  the*  occurred  in  the  Eleve^ 
Owp.  di^ct  near  Fromelle..  opposite  the  AuC 
Rrfge.  Here  the  Second  AustraUW  upon  the  S^ 
«d  the  Sixty-first  Britirf.  Divi«on  upo^eSt^l' 
mut  of  Mcond-line  Territorial  battelioM,  largd^^faom 

Sri  uSl  ^TZ  ^^  *r  *  *^"''  ^«*  ^^  com- 
plied, upon  July  20.  the  day  following  the  attack. 


?n. 
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to  Wl  Uok  onoe  mm,  m  Um  gan  poBtioM  upon 
the  Attben  Ridge  oomnumded  the  newly-takwi 
tranohee.  It  wee  putiouUriy  hwd  upon  the 
AuftnliuM,  whoee  grip  upon  the  QeriMn  iK)«tion 
WM  firm,  while  the  two  brigadee  of  the  Sixty-tot, 
hough  they  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  had  been 
letf  lucceMM  in  the  aManlt. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

TO  BATTU  Of  TRS  SOUm 

Th.  Opmtioni  of  Gou^',  Amy  upon  th.  Ngrthm 
Fluk  np  to  September  15 

iOjLlJe  fighting  wlu,Alu«  been  deMribedw«o«rMd  c.^ 
?S*i^,?*t^»»  ^«>'»«'  Amy.  oonairting  of  tbe  "^ 
Huid,  the  Fifteenth,  and  the  Thirteenth  Corp..    A  tT" 

n«r  dement  w..  now.  however,  introduced  upon  the  .^2!: 
taft  Ihnk  It  wdl  be  remembered  that  Sir  Hubert  " 
Oongh  h«d  been  given  a  Kfth  or  reaerve  army,  con- 
Mtmg  of  the  iSghth  and  Tenth  Corpe.  with  which 
to  hold  the  flank.  Of  theee.  the  T^nth.  including 
tte  Forty-mnth,  Forty-eighth,  and  First  AustnUu 
WTOions.  was  now  puahed  forward  into  the  fightin«. 
with  the  intention  of  attacking  Poriftree  and  wideS 
the  Bntuh  front.  ^^* 

nis  vas  the  firrt  aerioua  appearance  of  the 
Anatrahami  upon  a  European  battle-field,  and  it  may 
be  wd  at  once  that  the  high  reputation  which  they 
i«d  gamed  aa  dogged  and  daahing  fighters  in  the 
««llipoh  campaign  was  fnfly  endorsed  in  France, 
us 
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From   General  Birdwood.  their  admirable   leader, 
down  through  every  unit  of  their  divmons   there 
1  an  indomitable  Bpirit,  united  to  an  mdividu- 
ality  and  readiness  of  resource  which  made  them 
BolLrs  of  the  highest  type.    Their  Physique    too. 
was  extraordinarily  fine,  and  even  the  -rt^y-at-home 
Londoner  who  had  seen  the  hthe  figures  and  the  eager, 
dean-cut.   aquiline   faces  under  the  broad-nmmed 
hats,  bringing  a  touch  of  romance  mto  our  drab 
L^ts,  w^d'need  no  assurance  that  the  men  were 
splendid.    A  nation  of  sportsmen  had  changed  them- 
selves very  easily  into  a  nation  of  soldiers.    Of  aU  the 
strange  turns  of  fate  in  this  extraordinary  war  surely 
S3re  few  more  quaint  than  that  the  black-fellow 
call  of  "  Cooee  1 "  should  many  a  time  have  resounded 
at  the  crisis  of  a  European  battle. 

As  the  First  Australian  Division  lay  upon  July 
22.  it  had  the  straggling  and  strongly  entrench«l 
vUlage  of  Poziferes  in  front  of  it  Upon  the  ngh 
they  were  in  touch  with  the  First  Division  filhng  the 
gap  between  Poziferes  and  Bazentin.  as  described  at 
ite  begimiing  of  Chapter  VII.  On  their  left  was  the 
Forty-S«^  Division  of  South  Midland  Terntonals. 
The  viUwe  had  been  reduced  to  a  mere  rubbish-heap 
by  the  guns,  but  was  none  the  less  dangerous  on  that 

■^O^^he  early  morning  of  July  23,  before  it  was 
Ught.  the  Australians  made  their  first  eruption  mto 
the  Somme  Cghting.  "The  difficulty."  as  the« 
chronicler  truly  declares.  "  was  not  to  get  the  men 
forward,  but  to  hold  tnem."  With  fnjager  raj 
the  men  of  New  South  Wales  overwhelmed  the  front 
trench  across  the  face  of  the  village.  It  was  dotted 
with  German  bodies,  killed  by  the  artillery.    The 
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aecond  trench  m  the  village  itself  was  found  to  be  c«™. 
obbterated  in  places.  It  was  occupied  ^t^Z^^ 
poMble  after  a  sharp  hand-to-hand  fight,  and  day- 
h^found  a,e  Australians,  chiefly  Victorians,  in  fdl 
^^ession  of  the  southerr  .nd  western  end  of  Z 
^age  There  was  no  counter-attack  during  July 
28,  and  the  day  was  spent  in  consolidating  and  in 
rounding-up  prisoners  from  the  dug-outs.  For  three 
days  there  was  very  heavy  German  sheUing,  but  the 
^on  had  served  too  long  an  apprenticihip  tot 
g«n  by  such  means.    They  lay  low  and  held  on 

On  Tuesday,   July  26.  came  the  first  German 

SSJ^tf  *''**  *^«  Australians  ha^  only  dktant 

STT.  f'rr^  ^"^'y  '"'''^^  fr«^  under 
the  sleet  which  beat  upon  them,  ^e  merciless 
Fundmg  of  the  bombardment  continued,  and  £ 
-^.m  m  the  lato  afternoon  came  another  infaZ 
attack,  which  was  again  scattered  by  the  dominant 
^-ob^rvmg  guns.    Up  to  now  150  prisoners,  includ- 

f^  i«  \  "^"^  *^*  Forty-eighth  Divisiof 

Lh  i,^    ^  ^""^  '^'"^'^  fr""^  ^^  south-west 

outehrtB  of  the  vJlage  and  part  of  the  Leipzig  saUent 
In  our  admiration  for  our  kinsmen  from  Jross  ^ 

by  sS  wS-M"^  ''•^'^  °*  '""'  ^"«l*''d  went  step 
oy  step  with  them  up  Poziires  HiU,  and  shared  the 
victory  which  awaited  them  upon  it! 

The  143rd  Brigade,  consisting  entirely  of  Warwick 
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STaS^  the  fonnidable  German  Ime,  .^^o^  *Je 
SSvalour  and  perseverance,  overconung  6M7 
SStClty.  anlTwayB  getting  b^o-I^JJ-^^ 
Zm  the  first  movement  upon  July  22,  untal  upon 
S  26  th^hS  overcome  ^cry  obstacle  and  ]om^ 
Ss^th  the  Australians  at  the  cemetery  which 
S^t£no.he^ol^^^oJPo.-_Many 

^HLv^^SLtiSiiS'STtlTatti^-^ 

:^1  "S  1  GS:;esters  and  7th  Worcester  part. 
Xlv  totinguished  themselves  at  this  tame  by  the« 
^ST^^ywork  against  theGerman  trench 

'^'bn  the  morning  of  July  26  the  Australian  advance 
w«««m^ed  There  were  two  obstacles  immediately 
Tf^^e  one  a  strong  -doubt. ^eo^ier^^J 
i  i™  „!.  TTiB  redoubt  was  most  gallantiy  attacKea 
tX^Jll  S:^d  and  of  Soutti  Austr^. 
^  was  overwhebned  by  the«  l«'"^«.  ^' 
^^I!n.  meanwhile,  had  won  their  way  mto  the 
iltr^ut  rr^^unicated  by  many  runways 
S  thetl^^  system  behind,  an  end^ 
C  or^orcemenl^  were  able  to  c^e  m^-^ 

a^aT^^S  S  swung  and  swa^aown  ^« 
Sitches.  and  sometimes  over  the  edg«  °f  ^em 
iS  the  bdle1.swept  levels  between.    Men  threw 
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^uage.  A  Bntaah  aeroplane  swooped  down  out  of 
the  mirty  morning,  and  gave  signals  of  heb  and 
advice  bom  above,  so  as  to  daTthat  t^ZZt 
stream  of  reinforcement.  movmg 

The  tren  aes  in  dispute  were  of  no  vital  imoort 
a^  themselves,  but  they  were  the  outposte^^ 
great  German  second  lin.  which  stretchedbehind  its 
.  broad  apron  of  barbed  wire  within  a  few  Sri? 
yards  to  the  north-east  of  the  villL     Tie  2^ 
Jped  upwards,  and  the  GermalTrre  ofl^Tt 
This  was  the  next  objective  of  the  Austr^*!  ^i 
was  attacked  by  their  Second  Division  ^fjl  "^' 
On  the  flank  of  the  hiU  to  the  left  the  Victorians  wofa 
lodgment,  but  the  main  position  was  stiU  impSie 
-and  almost  unapproachable.    Sullenly  aKoX 
a«  mfimtoy  feU  back  to  their  own  trenches.  iS 
J^y^heir  best  and  bravest  before  or  amonglSf 

The  position  had  been  improved  upon  the  left 

The  Warwick  Brigade  upon  their  right  made  no  weat 
W..  but  the  145th  Brigade  upofth^  "of £ 

f^t,"'-^''*  °*  '*  '^^  P^^^l  tl"'*  flank  wS 
forward.    This  successful  attack  was  at  sevenhiTh« 

evei^ofJuly27.  The  leading  batta^o^we^  £ 
Z^  T^  "^^  "8^*  '^^  ^'  ^tJ'  Gloucester  on 
Jar  objectives.  A  number  of  the  6th  RerimTt  ft 
the  Prussian  Guard  were  killed  or  captSklhL 
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SwtS.    General  Gough  was  a  personal 

^TAu^4!^'days  latex,  the  Australian,  came 
On  Augusx    .       ^  ^^  pertinacity  of 

ir    t^     S  ttaie  their  success  was  triumph- 

aat.    A  sieaay  u«  j^  Auswalian 

LtSLrwerrntrLtsR4.^Jone^; 
the  few  remaining  oh^^rv^^^on  v<»tsol  the^^^^ 

SI  the  distant  German  camps,  the  ctacl^ 
S  Sges  of  that  captive  France  which  they  had 

'^ZZ':^tZ^  flank  of  the  Austndians  was 
in  S  r^ration  with  a  British  D»^»";  .^he 
^n^v^^^Ath  had  been  withdrawn  and  reph«!ed  by 
r  KeS  a  Ivision  which  was  ^.jn^T^^^^^ 
^  -rerv  soUd  reputation  m  the  army.     The  menoi 
he  nhtsse Apon  the  right  and  ^ose  of  S^y 
and  of  Kent  upon  the  left  were  m  *»»«  J^"''*  ^^^'S 
>^Ittk-line    wUch  rolled  slowly  up   the  slope  oi 
'p^SJ   LtinuaUy  driving  the  G^-an  -.tan. 
before  it.    The  ground  gamed  early  ^  ^^  ^^ 
yards,  and  though  the  whole  ndge,  and  the  Wmaimu 
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hands     He  Su«,ex  battalion  linkV  up  vSh  tL  '^'■ 
Austiahans.  and  nothing  could  haveten^d^i 

a  bunch  ^tuZu:^'\:S"z:^''T^'^, 

lived  up  to  the  legenl  duS^Se  ^'  ""  '^'^^ 
On  the  morning  of  the  6th  and  of  tl,«  7*1.  * 

of  some  SO  AustraliL  who  w^re  c^off  J  !f " 
comrades.  The  att^rt  7  T  ?  °  ^™  ^io'' 
broad  daylichtrt««  ^"*''^'y   <^«Ji^«r«l   in 

"Bual  individiy;ame^*''!„^'"*^f''»?-^ti  their 


If 


?; 


I 


vm. 

Tlu 

BaMh 

ottlM 


IW       THE  BRITISH  CAMPAIGN.  WW 

S^lcffino'd;'rtoinL.1.e..lxe.ay 

very  heavy  1<»^«  j^*"*^.  had  broken  alw  upon 

^JiTTTSth^^to  Se  left,  eight  of 

the  outposta  of  the  Seth  »^8^^^^^  ^^j, » throng 

these  infernal  mactoeaconui^foT^      ^^  ^ 

of  bombers  behmd^em-  T^ti^^the  attack  in  a 
Royal  Fu«lie«,  uirte«d^  «^^^^^  j^  ^^e  open, 
crowded  trench,  ifhed  b.  ^^*^^  i^fo„  they 
where  they  shot  dovm  ^^fl»^^T^  tear.  The 
«,^d  bring^£,^:S^'ed  Xtdv^^nc^ed  the 
bombers,  who  hi^  i^^mans  who  had  been 
^'*^  •''"  ^S^eJ^^til^rSish  trenches  were 
caught  m  a  P<^'f  *  ^f^  '  creditable  resistance, 
forced  to  surrender.  aft«r  ave^  ^^^^ 

On  August  12  *J^^S,  the  35th  Brigsde 
once  more  upon  » Jf  ^J  "°  '  the  left.  The 
^^?  tth^'^k  w«  a  -Sctory  accession  of 
lesult  of  the  f«»°\™    j,  ,^1^  West  Kents 

•^"^Ju  un  SorX  S^Sssex  attained  thdr 
were  held  up,  Ije  Nortoua  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^j^ 

objective  and  held  it.    cwme  w  j.  ^^ 

linl  of  trench  were  the  Wto.  ^  "^^^^  „,ee 
South  Midlanders  repla^J^e  Tw^  ^^  ^^ 

-""■r^ht^vl-^^-  ^  changes 
Australians,  whose  J«™^  ,  of  Ae  great 

upon  each  other  "T  ^J^  "J^Xg  plains  of  the 
i^nd  contment.  from  ^«^™  JyUa  of  Tas- 
Northem  T«"*°"^.*"l«1^iSI  ever -advancing 
n^ania.  rehe^  "^^jZiSnte  which  slowly  ate 
toe  of  trenches  »»i,^"«^^^y  jt  was  the  West 

ilSLSTTbrU^^Sc^^^^^^' 
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£dr.S«f     *r  '*  T^  t^  *^«»l'oume  men  who  (w» 

SJw!^  the  Btmnp  of  an  old  windmiU.  which  lay  xiT 

Md  along  the  dope  of  the  crest  that  the  advance  was  " 
W*d,«dly  creeping.    It  ia  worth  noting  that  in  tlS 
part  of  the  line  some  sort  of  amenity  was  introduced 

Z^  the  other  so  long  as  a  Red  Cross  flag^ 

the^T?n^**«!?*^«/  '^*°'^  ^''^  '^^^  attacks  by 
wUch^f  «t\Gloucesters  respectively,  neither  of 
SS  ^I  ^"^  .P"**^.  The  Territorials  of  the 
Forty-eignth  Division  still  kept  step,  however  w^ 
^Australians  in  all  that  des^ratc'^Uvan^I'p'S 
long  dope  of  Poziires  HiU,  the  two  units  strivbg  in 

mnrr"'«7'^^°*  ^'^°"'  ''^'^  *>°ded  in  deep 
mutual  confidence  and  esteem.  ^ 

On  August  14  the  enemy  counter-attacked  with 
Bome  vigour,  and  momentarily  regained  a  trench 
near  the  wiadmill.  On  the  mh  thVS  had  Wn 
"rtored.  On  tiie  17th  there  was  a  strong  IttcS 
Z"^:^Z  ?•*  r"  ^^^  J-orty-eighth  British 
««Jt  On  the  18th,  however,  the  6th  and  6th 
Warwicks  paid  a  return  visit  with  great  succem 

sTp^  ofl'rure^e;^!^-^^"^*-"^^^  out 

It  was  about  this  date  that  a  new  movement 

Wo«  t^?5"  .^T^*^«  «*?*»«  "fOviUers,  a  month 
«>efore,  the  flank  of  the  army  to  the  left  of  the  attack 
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Jlr  unmad  more  tapotUno.  w»  ■»™»^°^ 

„„lv  TWeDval  itself  but  the  important  heignta  to 
S'noSnJeLt  of  it  which  dominate  the  vaUey  of 
Z  Incre  were  in  the  hands  of  ks  Pe^T^.^^ 
The  first  obstacles  in  his  P***',  Y^i,  .«^Xt  a 
Smed  the  Leipzig  Redoubt^andto^e  e«t  of^J^ 

widespread  farm,  now  «P««i  ^^JX^^  was 
shells.  This  nest  of  '-"P*"  !f  Xe  5  f^rt  of 
known  as  Mouquet  ^^^-^^^  *Bch^  bfmore 
the  general  attack  along  the  1^«.  ™  p^^^^ 
fuUy  dealt  with  elsewhere,  not  only  was  ourr 
St  P-l^ed  forwai^  P«t  ^«  — Sh'SS^n. 
but  the  1st  Wdtetoes  of  the^Twe^  ^^^^ 

operating  upon  t^«  ^  ^^^^Si^L,  made  an 

Sf^^5^%of-2^^^^ 

Their  comrades  of  the  6th  ""^^^  ^.^^^hes  on 
destroyed  by  machine-gun  fire,  wmie  e     j 
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M*^  WM  hit,  including  Major  Coate..  who  wa.  cm- 
toUed.     On  thu  same  day  there   waa   again   an    '"^ 
AiMtrahan  advance  near  Poa»re«,  whilst  at  the  other  ri^ 
mdof  the  line,  which  was  biting  like  add  into  the  J^lu 
U«tman  defences,  the  Twenty-fifth  Division  began  *•■"* 
toencroaoh  upon  the  Leipag  saUent,  and  were  within 
1000  yards  of  Thiepval.    In  this  entirely  successful 
attack  a  new  invention,  the  push  pipe-line,  was  used 
for  the  first  time  with  some  success,  having  the  double 
efiect  of  blowing  up  the  enemy's  strong  point,  and  of 
formmg  a  rudimentary  communication  trench  in  the 
track  of  its  explosion.    In  this  connection  it  may  be 
rtated  generaUy  that  while  the  Germans,  with  their 
objects  clear  in  front  of  them,  had  used  before  the 
War  far  greater  ingenuity  than  the  British  in  warlike 
mvention,   as  witness  the  poison  ?as,  minenieerfer 
and  flame-throwers,  their  methods  became  stereo- 
^ped  after  War  broke  out ;  while  the  more  individual 
Bntons  showed  greater  ingenuity  and  constructive 
abihty,  so  that  by  the  end  of  1916  they  had  attained 
a  superiority  upon  nearly  every  point.    Their  heavy 
wrtiUwy,   light   machine-guns,   aeroplanes,   bombs, 
trench-mortars,  and  gas  apparatus  were  all  of  the 
very  best ;  and  in  their  tanks  they  were  soon  to  take 
an  entirely  new  departure  in  warfare.    It  is  as  diffi- 
cult in  our  British  system  to  fix  the  responsibility 
for  good  as  for  evil,  but  there  is  ample  evidence  of  a 
great  discriminating  intelligence  in  the  heart  of  our 
afEairs. 

The  Hindenburg  Trench  was  the  immediate  object 
of  these  attacks,  and  on  August  24  a  stretch  of  il, 
Mntaining  150  occupants,  was  carried.  A  pocket  of 
Qennans  was  left  at  one  end  of  it,  who  held  on  man- 
rally  and  made  a  successful  resistance  against  a 
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n.  —  omnMnT  of  tlie  8th  North  LwcMhires,  who  tried  to 
"^ISS-  2Sn    Ultimtdy.  how.v«,  th-  brave  n-n 
were  eU  taken  or  IdUed.  ^ 

Day  by  day  the  line  crept  on,  and  before  the  entt 
of  the  month  the  1000  yard,  had  become  MO,  wh^ 
eyery  advance  yielded  wme  new  trend;  wil^  a  crop 
7ZZ^.    The  enemy  wa.  fully  aUye  howjyer,, 
Z  STgreat  import«>ce  of  the  Thiepyalpo«^on 
which  wS  give  the  Britieh  gun.  «»  "PPf""^  "J 
S  Beaumont  Hamel  and  their  «^«  t""^^ 
3he  north  of  the  Ancre.    A  very -teong  counto- 
aSck  wa.  made, therrforcby .ome  ^"^^^ 
p,„«ian  Guard  on  the  evening  of  Augurt  26,  preceded 
STZttering  bombardment.    I^f  ^f^-^Jf^Jf, 
rf  which  wa.  blmited  by  the  Bntirfi  barrag^fej 
lidy  upon  the  7th  Brigade  of  the  Twen^-fiM 
Son.    The  re«dt  wa.  a  German  defeat  and  the 
^nacing  line  drew  ever  nearer  to  Thiepval,  thoug 
^Tttadc  by  the  North  Lane  upon  the  PruMan 
SJSTguI,  upon  Augurt  28  w«  not  .u^^ 
SHhe  day  before,  however,  the  Forty-«ghth  Dm«on 
^n  the  right  of  the  Twenty-fifth  made  a  ™cce«^ 
advance,  t^  a  good  line  of  teench  with  100  of  ^ 
redoubtable  Guard..    Between  Thiepval  and  PoaJBe. 
Z  ruin,  of  Mouquet  Farm  had  been  taJcen  by  tie 
wLt  Australian,  and  the  Ta«nanian.  and  wa.  found 
to  be  a  p.  feet  warren  of  wiiper.,  so  that  it  wa.  wme 
Sne^L  it  wa.ab«.lutely  clear.    OnthePo^ 
Kd«e  ground  and  prisoner,  were  confamwUy  bemg 
S.'Id  the  tranche,  between  t^e  Rid,^J«d 
Mouquet  Farm  were  cleared  by  Queenriand  on  ^ 
Sa^  b7Ta«nania  on  the  left     It  wa.  a  m^ 
Sted  fight,  where  Auatralian  and  Pru«aan  .W 
J  to  e«h  other  within  rfiort  bomb-throw.    But 
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nothiiig  oodd  itand  ^ffixmt  the  fin  of  the  utUck.  ou», 
^  whole  line  of  trench  upon  the  right  WM  captured.     ^ 
^«w  WM  •  dangeroua  gap,  however,  upon  the  "» 
3Wm«i  left,  and  thi.  the  Ta«unum.  w^  com-  S^ 

peUed  to  endure  for  two  days  and  nighte,  during  which  *— * 
they  were  hard  pi«M«d  by  never-ending  shelling  and 
moe-Mit  German  attacks.  It  is  on  record  that  their 
«ai»tant  reports  of  their  parlous  state  sent  on  to 
headquarters  concluded  always  with  the  words: 
But  we  will  hold  on."  If  Tasmania  needs  a  motto, 
•he  could  find  no  better  one,  for  her  sons  lived  and 
died  up  to  It  during  those  terrible  hours.  When  at 
rr  ^^J*^  relieved,  their  numbers  were  sorely 
reduced,  but  their  ground  was  still  intact.  At  the 
other  side  of  the  gap,  however,  the  West  Australians. 
flMd  pressed  by  an  overpowering  bombardment,  had 
been  pushed  out  from  Mouquet  Farm,  which  came 
back  mto  German  hands,  whence  it  was  destined  soon 
to  pass. 

It  was  during  this  severe  fighting  that  a  little  scene 
owurxed  which,  as  described  by  Mr.  Bean,  the  very 
able  Austrahan  chronicler,  must  stir  the  blood  of 
•very  Imperialist.    A  single  officer  "of  middle  aoe 
Meet,  tough  as  wire,  with  lines  on  his  face  such  as  hwd 
fighti^and  responsibility  leave  on  every  soldier  " 
appeared  m  the  Australian  communication  trenchw 
«bngtoseetheofficer-in-charge.    He  spoke  the  same 
tongue  but  with  a  different  intonation  as  he  explained 
his  mission.    He  was  the  forerunner  of  the  relievinir 
force,  and  the  First  Division  of  Canada  was  takini 
OTO  the  hne  from  Australia-^  line  which  waa 
«»«ta»d  to  bring  glory  to  each  of  them.    Surely  a 
peat  historical  picf  .e  might  be  made  in  more  peace- 
mi  tunes  of  this  first  contact  of  the  two  great  na^ 
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o.^  of  the  futuie.  mf^^  by  IM  t«».;^«!fJ«V^ 
^5S"  other.  «d  yt  coming  togrther  wnul  Wood  «d^ 
at  the  C.U  of  the  rwe.    An  hour  Uter.  Can^bw 
Highknder.  in  a  long  buoywt  Une  w«re  pu^ 
,wSt51orw.rd  to  occupy  the  trenchee  whi^  A«faili. 
h.d  won  and  held.    "  AurtnJiane  wd  Canadian^ 
«y,  Mr.  Bean.  "  fought  for  thirty-MX  hour,  m  thoje 
trenches  inexorably  mixed,  working  under  each  other  . 
STcer..    Their  wounded  helped  each  other  from  ^e 
tont.    Their  dead  Ue.  and  will  lie.  through  aU  Jie 
centuriea.  hartUy  buried,  bepide  the  tumbljd  teenchee 
and  dieU-hole.  where,  fightmg  as  mat*,  they  died 
So  ended  the  Australian  epic  upon  the  Somme^  It « 
to  be  remembered  that  the  New  ^l»°der. formed  an 
entirely  separate  division,  whose  doing.  wiU  presently 

be  considered.  , ,        »  .  i-     i. 

Whihrt  the  Overseas  troops  had  been  fightog  h».u 
before  Poritees.  there  had  been  a  ««rdMable  move- 
ment upon  their  left  to  attack  northwarfs-aong^e 
Thienval  Spur.  This  was  earned  out  by  the  Thirty- 
S  Si  north  of  the  Ancre.  *•«  Fortynmih 
and  the  Twenty-fifth  upon  September  8.  Some 
ground  was  gained,  but  the  Ums  w«e  heavy. 
^iaUy  in  the  76th  Brigade,  where  the  2nd  South 
E-hires  sufiered  considerably,  ^s  battalion 
had  been  in  shaUow  trenches  exposed  to  fire  ana 
weather  for  six  days  previous  to  the  attack  and  w« 

reatly  worn.    This  attack  was  part  of  the  genend 
battle  of  September  3.  but  from  Mouquet  F»nn  "Orth. 

wards  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  given  any  adequate 

return  for  our  losses.  ,  .^  _:  „  „» 

Our  narrative  of  the  events  upon  the  left  wmg  of 

the  army  has  now  got  in  front  of  the  generri  accotmt, 

Z,TL  operations  of  General  Gough's  force  have 
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^ite  objeotiTM  of  their  own,  the  rtory  nay  now  be  c^„ 
oonbn^d  up  to  S,pt«nb.,  15.  iC^hiclT^  JS    "^ 
Uve  thi.  flMk  ^together  for  .  time  end  oonoen-  tC" 

^  the  nghtfUnk  where  DelviUe  Wood,  oS^and  ^ 
Qmll«nont  h«l  preeented  .uch  impediment.  tJSe 

Sr^"*:^,-  ?  '^"*  *^*  *^'°"'  September  4.  when 
the  C««L««  took  over  the  line,  of  the  AurtnJiw. 

™^r^,.'^  "^^J""*  ^•™'  »^«  Eleventh  Britid, 
DjvMon,  the  Firrt  EngUd,  Divi«on  of  the  New  Army ' 
whichW  come  back  ftom  h«d  wrvice  in  the  Eart' 
«hev<d  the  Twenty-fifth  Divi«on  npon  the  CanSTn 

T,m:°V  ^^  *^*"  ''"•  ^'^•*  "P0°  *W.  part  of 
the  hne.  for  a  great  forward  move  along  the  whole 
deven-mile  front  had  been  plamied  for  Septemberli 

taon  thu  great  a«ault,  the  Eleventh  Dividon  .rrpt 
ap  to  and  earned  the  main  German  .tronghola.  caUed 
SSenIr'''?r"'''  ""'=''  '"^  between  ti^ei^l 
tte  defeated  garnwn  flying  toward.  Thiepval  ran  into 

S!  S^  y  *^*  ^^^  """""y '««»  ^^  heavy,  while 
the  Bntiahlme  crept  up  to  within  380  yard,  of  the 
ft:  Thu  advance  .topped  for  ever  the  flank  fire 
by  which  ^e  German,  were  able  to  make  Mouquet 
Fam  almost  untenable,  and  the  Canadians  were  Ible 
too^py  It.    ne  capture  of  the  Wonderwork  wa. 

Jmto«pe.  The  most  of  the  work  and  the  heaviest 
tow.  fell  upon  the  9th  West  York.,  but  the  8th  Wert 
Bidmg.  and  the  6th  York,  were  both  engaged  the 
^loring  their  colonel.  Forsyth.  ThetoKil! 
two  came  to  26  officers  and  742  men. 
On  September  10  the  Eleventh  Division  held  the 
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c,^™  flank  in  front  of  TWepval.  but  the  Second  and  Third 
"n-     Canadian  DivisionB  shared  in  the  general  advance, 
and  pushed  forward  their  line  over  the  Poaires  Ridge 
and  down  for  1000  yards  of  the  slope  in  front,  joining 
hands  with  the  Fifteenth  Scottish  Division  in  Martin- 
puioh  upon  the  right.    This  fine  advance  crossed 
several  German  trenches,  took  the  fortified  position 
of  the  Sugar  Refinery,  and  eventuaUy  included  in 
its  scope  the  viUage  of  Couicdette,  which  had  not. 
been  included  in  the  original  scheme.    AU  Canada, 
from  Halifax  in  the  east  to  Vancouver  m  the  west, 
was  represented  in  this  victory ;  and  it  was  parti- 
cularly pleasing  that  the  crowning  achievement- 
the  capture  of  Courcelette— was  earned  out  largely 
by  the  22nd  BattaUon  of  the  6th  Brigade  French 
Canadians  of  the  Second  Division.    French  Canada, 
like  Ireland,  has  been  diverted  somewhat  by  petty 
internal  influences  from  taking  a  wide  and  worthy 
view  of  the  great  struggle  against  German  conquest, 
but  it  can  truly  be  said  in  both  cases  that  the  fine 
quality  of  those  who  came  did  much  to  atone  for  the 
apathy   of  those   who  stayed.    Thirteen   hundred 
toman  prisoners  were  brought  back  by  the  Canadians. 
During  the  Courcelette  operations,  the  Third  Canadian 
Division  was  working  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
Second  as  it  attacked  the  village,  protecting  it  from 
enfilade  attack.    The  work  and  the  losses  m  this  useful 
movement  fell  chiefly  upon  the  8th  Brigade. 

This  considerable  victory  was,  as  will  afterwards 
be  shown,  typical  of  what  had  occurred  along  the  whok 
line  upon  that  great  day  of  battle  and  victor7.  » 
was  followed,  so  far  as  the  Canadians  were  concerned, 
by  a  day  of  heavy  sacrifice  and  imperfect  success^ 
The  Third  Division,  still  operating  upon  the  left  of 
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tiie  Second,  endeavoured  to  r*ny  the  formidable  c™. 
A)Uem  Trench  and  ZoUer:  iledoubt  to  the  north  of  ""• 
Courcelette.  The  7th  an.  9th  Brigaclts  were  b  the 
attacking  line,  but  the  foi-^icr  was  he'd  up  from  the 
beginning.  The  latter  got  forwam,  but  found  itself 
confronted  by  the  inevitable  barbed  wire,  which 
stayed  its  progress.  No  good  was  done,  and  two 
gallant  battaUons,  the  60th  (Montreal)  and  the  62nd 
(New  Ontario),  lost  800  men  between  them.  The 
operation  was  suspended  until  it  could  be  renewed 
upon  a  larger  scale  and  a  broader  front. 

At  this  point  we  may  suspend  our  account  of  the 
operations  of  Gough's  Fifth  Army,  while  we  return 
to  the  Fourth  Army  upon  the  south,  and  bring  the 
record  of  its  work  up  to  this  same  date.  Afterwards 
we  shaU  return  to  the  Fifth  Army  and  describe  the 
successful  operations  by  which  it  cleared  the  Thiepval 
Ridge,  gained  command  of  the  Ancre  Valley,  and 
finaUy  created  a  situation  which  was  directly  re- 
sponsible for  the  great  German  retreat  in  the  earlv 
spring  of  1917.  ' 
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August  1  to  September  15 

Briglrf»-Cpt»r.  of  Qiuchy  by  Sixt«nth  Ind.  D.™.«n. 

CH«™.  After  the  very  hard  fighting  which  accompanied 
^  aTfoUowed  the  big  attack  of  July  U,  contmumg 
—  without  a  real  break  to  the  end  of  the  month,  there 
was  a  lull  of  a  couple  of  weeks,  which  were  employed 
by  the  German  commentators  in  consolmg  article 
to  prove  that  the  aUied  offensive  was  at  an  end  and 
by  the  Allies  in  bringing  forward  t^^e-f^fT'/II^ 
iring  for  a  renewed  efiort.  Tt«  J^'^^f  f^  ^'^ 
Cd  the  drum  fire  break  out  ag"'^,«'d*he  opera- 
tions were  continued,  but  on  a  local  «ther  than  a 
general  scale.  Many  isolated  positions  had  to  be 
Ztered  before  a  general  surge  forward  could  be 
expected  or  attempted,  and  expenence  was  to  prove 
ZTit  is  precisely  those  isolated  0P««'t'°»«__^^i 
are  most  difficult  »'id  costly,  since  they  always  mew 
that  the  whole  concentration  of  the  Gaman  guns 
can  be  turned  upon  the  point  which  is  endangered. 
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It  wiU  simplify  the  Mowing  operations  to  the  ch.™. 
reader  if  he  wiU  remember  that  the  whole  left  wing      '^ 
of  the  amiy  IS  exduded,  being  treated  separately  as   tiT" 
Gough  8  flank  advance.    We  only  deal  therefore  with   omS 
RawlmsonsAmy.    The  front  which  faces  us  may  be  S""""- 
divided  mto  several  well-defined  areas,  each  of  which 
18  m  turn  subjected  to  attack.    There  is  High  Wood 
on  the  extreme  left,  with  the  Intermediate  Trench 
and  the  Switch  Trench  within  it,  or  to  its  north. 
Ihere  IS  the  line  of  trenches,  Switch  Trench  Wood 
Trench,  Tea  Trench,  etc.,  linking  up  High  Wood  with 
De  viUe  Wood.    There  is  the  north-eastern  fringe  of 
Delvdle  Wood,  there  are  the  trenches  between  Delville 
Wood  and  Ginchy,  there  is  Ginchy  itself,  there  are 
the  trenches  between  Ginchy  and  GuiUemont,  there  is 
Gmllemont  itself,  and  finaUy  there  is  a  stretch  of  trench 
between  GuiUemont  and  the  French  left  at  Falfemont 
This  18  the  formidable  barrier  which  was  attacked 
again  and  again  at  various  pomts  between  August  1 
and  September  16  as  will  now  be  told. 

August  16  witnessed  another  attack  by  the 
Thirty-thKd  Division  upon  High  Wood,  a  position 
which  had  once  abeady  been  ahnost  entirely  in  their 
hands,  butwhich  had  proved  to  be  untenable  on  account 
of  the  concentration  of  fire  which  the  German  guns 
could  bring  to  bear  upon  its  limited  space.  None  the 
less,  It  was  determined  that  it  should  be  once  again 
attempted,  for  it  was  so  situated  that  its  machine- 
gBM  rak|^  any  advance  between  it  and  Delville 
Wood.  The  attack  upon  this  occasion  was  carried 
Mt  on  the  eastern  side  by  the  98th  Brigade 
^«n^ened  for  the  work  by  the  addition  of  the 
mh  Royal  JWbers  and  a  wing  of  the  1st  Middlesex. 
It  might  well  seem  depressing  to  the  soldiers  to  be 
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stm  facing  an  obstacle  which  they.^  <*^  ^^^^ 

latere    but  if  this  portion  of  the  Bntish  line  was 

S^San^  it  had  gLed  ground  upon  eiA^^ 

n  it  might  also  be  urged  that  in  a  combat  de.tmed 

L  t  eS  by  military  exhaustion  it  is  the  continued 

^Sing  iler  than  the  local  res^dt  that  cov^^  H 

ffigh  Wooa  had  cost  and  was  to  cost  us  deariy  Ud 

Sk  it  assuredly  was  not  cheap  to  defend ;  and  rf 

£  a:r^mery  had  made  it  too  deadly  for  our  occ.?a- 

tCow  own  guns  must  also  have  taken  high  toU  of 

Kmlnga^on.   Such  broader  v^ews  a.e  easy  for 

the  Shed  reasoner  in  dug-out  or  m  study  but  to 

the  troS  who  faced  the  iU^omened  Utter  of  broken 

*i3L  and  decaying  belies  it  -ght  weU  -m 

disheartening  that  this  simster  grove  should  stiU  bar 

*^'At*2  45  in  the  afternoon  the  infantry  advanced 
Jllt:^'s  Liven^l  upon  the  left  a^  ^e  «h 
Sufiolks  on  the  right,  keeping  weU  up  to  the  ^ndly 
shelter  of  their  own  peltmg  barrage.    The  eneu.y. 
however  had  at  once  established  a  powerfu^  counto- 
ta^  'wWch  caused  heavy  losses,  ^peciaUy  ^  he 
Sf  most  of  whose  officers  were  hit  earty  m  the 
Sn     Z  two  leading  company  conimanders  we« 
S^andtheadvanceheldup.    The  Sufiolks  had  ^ 
SrTard  rather  better,  and  part  of  them  sei«d  * 
gSX  trench  called  Wood  Lane  to  the  south^ 
Jr^S,  but  unhappilj  the  only  Burvi^g  o®^ 
Z^  the  rartv  was  killed  in  the  trench,  end  the  men 
^SgtSS  to  bombing  attacks  -d^  ^^ 
Sie  firefcom  the  eastern  comer  of  High  Wood 
:Ztm5led  to  faU  back  after  holdmg  the  trench 

^"'fietrSttaUons  had  attadced  n^Kin  «ie  flank 
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of  the  wood.    The  wood  itself  was  entered  by  three  c^ 

He    Arflnrll    an/1    !Q.i4.1..-1-_  J_  1  .  .  T-v 


.— «.  ^„„  „^,^  ^j^^  ^j^  entered  by  three 
ITS"^  -1*^*  ^«^?  •"**  Sutherknds,  who^ou^ 
H-^r^..^*^  "^^  *""*  ^  °^  machine-guns.  The 
aj^ders  stuck  gamely  to  their  task,*^  some 
ofjaem-Lttle  groups  of  desperate  men-actually 
crossed  the  wood,  but  their  losses  were  heavy  and 
«.  is  usual  m  forest  fighting,  all  cohesion  and  direc- 

!r  ^tlf  ^^^'''-  The  whole  attack  was  hung 
up  The  20th  Eoyal  Pusihers,  one  of  the  publif 
school  battabons,  was  sent  forward  therefore  to  get 
the  hne  moving  once  again.  They  shared  in  the 
losses,  but  were  unable  to  retrieve  the  situation.    So 

whether  the  98th  Brigade  could  hold  ite  oln  line 

fofK^-  .?  ^  ?  ^«°"''"  counter-attack.  The 
19ji  Bngade  was  therefore  brought  up  to  support 
and  eventually  to  relieve  their  comrades,  ^e 
losses  of  the  98th  amounted  to  over  200C  men 
showing  how  manfuUy  they  had  attempted  a  task 
which  the  r«ult  showed  to  be  above  thL  stren^^ 
The  caus«B  of  the  failure  were  undoubtedly  the  uncut 

T  "  ^"^  ^f'  •""'^  *^*  ""^  g"^"**"  ^  been 
«BTO«ful  m  beatmg  down  the  machine-guns  of  the 

Whilst  the  Thirty-third  Division  had  been  making 
aese  vigorous  attacks  upon  High  Wood,  a  correspond- 

fte  wood,  where  the  Knrt  Division  had  come  into  line 
^n  August  15.  taking  the  place  of  the  Thirty-fourth 

^n'^J^"^  P'"T*  **  °°«'  ^*o  action,  to^ 
ad  Bngade  upon  August  16  made  a  successful 
advance,  the  1st  Northante  and  2nd  Sussex  p^Zg 
tt«  bne  on  for  some  hmidreds  of  yards  at  consid3 
cost  to  themselves,  and  driving  back  a  halfhearted 
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c^  counter-attack,  which  ende^^-^, J*  J^" n W 

Sn^^the  Intennediate  -^n^  W  the  jb^ 
°"^  rr  li%^e  ictf  t^t  Jch   the 
llSk  WaS  S?the  moBt  advanced  ba  to 
SeS  w«  a  hard  fighf.  but  ^e  I-i^^ J^^f J  J. 

exact  bearings,     ine  len  iA.uii»  j 

ticket  of  30  Germans,  whom  it  took  or  muea,  du 

Snot  find  the  trench.    The  right  company  got 

cE  thrown  out  by  a  division  on  the  left  came 

Trench  was  stiU  German  in  the  evening. 

S^h  the  1st  Brigade  had  been  held  up  at  to 
xK>in^Tlnd  Brigade  had  made  some  ?«>(?««  «P?° 

e  *gCfor  -^  ~^,^rt:'No"h't:5>s^ 

iBt  Northamptons  and  by  the  1st  JNortn  ^°"^  , 

u^fa  GerLn  trench  to  tje^oi^je^  o^B^^ 

Wood.    Colonel  Longndge  °f  .**'«  7? '  '  7"  ^„ 

officer,  was  killed  in  t^^^-^j^^a     fi^S 
taken,  and  a  strong  pomt  established,    i^uxuis 
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night  two  platooM  of  the  Northamptons  made  an  oi«™ 
audacwu.  attempt  to  steal  an  advan^by  cCi"!  "^ 

i"^"Strr^  '"'*  "^^ging  in  unde/tr^^  xiT 
noses  of  the  GermHns,  on  a  smaU  ridm  which  wm  ^?* 
o    tactical  importance.    There  was  a'conSderal"  -'::.. 

onmg  to  help  their  old  battle-mates  to  hold  the  fort 
but  the  supports  were  too  distant,  and  eventuali; 
the  gamson  had  to  regain  their  own  line 

Upon  August  20  there  was  a  severe  German  attack 

tWi™  K  rV^f '"■*  ^^°'''  ''^^^  ^'^  held  at 
l^e  tame  by  the  1st  Northamptons  and  the  2nd  Rifles. 

S^T'*  T'°P*^  '"  8«**  ^°^'*'  driving  in  the 
outpost  Ime  and  part  of  the  Northamptons.  The 
brave  old     Cobblers  »  were  a  veiy  season^  battalion 

teench^nd-to-hand  fighting  taking  place  along  the 
hne.    With  the  help  of  two  compani^  of  the  Rifles 
Jbe  advance  was  stayed  on  the  Northampton  front ; 
but  a  second  attack  developed  out  of  High  Wood 
upon  the  nght  flank  of  the  Rifles.    TwoVtoS 
under  Lieutenant  Stokes  showed  great  gallantry  in 
Mdmg  up  this  sudden  and  da^ouf  incSo^ 
m  platoons  were  reUeved  by  the  Gloucester,  but 
«  tte«  was  no  officer  with  the  reUef,  Stokes  rem;tined 
on  with  the  new  garrison,  and  helped  to  drive  back 
tjo  more  attacks,  showing  a  splenTd  disregard  for 
J  danger    untd  he  was  finally  killed  by  I  sheU 

l^LLu     ^"rthamptons,  was  also  killed,  while 

Ihe  losses  of  the  Northamptons  were  even  more 
he.^,  but  the  German  advance  came  to  noTht 
At  the  nsk  of  carrying  the  account  of  the  opera- 
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^^ntSrlmlo  the  date  of  the  great  advance  ^ 

ti^^  rS5^  the  fortunes  of  the  R^.^ivj-;^ '» 
S  hard  task  in  front  of  «'«J'i*««-tJ,^^, 
Xr  the  failure  of  their  attempt  to  get  forward  upon 

1^  19  the  action  died  doU  '^^  f^  f^  dg 
STwas  no  fresh  advance.  The  S^d  Br,ff«ie  had 
tZ  uv  into  the  front  line,  and  upon  August  ^the 
ZZZ  made  an  attempt  upon  the  J^T^jf  J^ 
without  success.  Colonel  Lyon  lost  tos  bfe  m  tbs 
Iff^T  Uiwn  AuRUst  26  another  battahon  of  the 
?^e  &uKales  Borderers,  made  a  bombmg 

rZk  aSVin  were  in  the  trench  and  or-  agam 
attack,  ana  a^  ^  ^^^^^  j^^^. 

r  Sirn  Au^^ae  STually  occupied  180  yards 

SS^neoSdea^.^^^^^^ 

r  ht^-xep"^  "^St  of  the  ^th 
Wiles  Bordere«  to  improve  their  success  was  alw  « 
S^  oTS*  even^g  of  this  day  the  Frfteenth 
£Sh  Kvision  took  over  the  po«^n  m^^ 

-fi-i^r^t^eifE^trir^ 
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the  wmain.  of  the  garrison,  finding  that  they  were  in  a  ou«. 

Upon  August  12  the  Fourteenth  Light  Division    ?£? 

l^Z  T"  "'  •*"  f *^  -i-fortune  afZi  "" 
had   won   the  name  of  being  one  of  the   finit 

i-«ons  of  the  New  Anny.  came  up  bto"S 

•tiU  a  most  difficult  section,  in  spite  of  our  occuoa- 
faon  of  the  wood.  Orchards  lay  u^on  its  f^Td 
Uie  German  trenches  around  it  sw^t  the3  S 
fi«.  wble  several  German  strong^ints  W  W 
£r;    ^  "««'»?*-« '-de  byTheFoSeS 

^j^      J  ,    ^^   *'^*  d*y  th«  4Ist   Brigade 

Sr^hT "t?"  ^«''*  °'  ^''^  T^^-*^^  Sn 
bZJT^  ^^"^  •"  *"  Ob  ective,  while  the  43rd 

^W  •  ^%^T^  ^°"*  *«'«*«'  '^ew  carried 
without  much  difficulty,  but.  as  usual,  the  pro^of 

^^^Ldationwasanexpe^iveone.  Them^Sl 
E^TST^'*  in  as  best  they  could  S 
fi«  from  both  flanks.    The  7th  Rifle  Brigade  u™>n 

2^  exteeme  left  of  the  line  was  in  the  air,*^d  E 
left  company  was  almost  entirely  destn^yed     Th^ 

S  SLT  ^«"''>o-r.  -d'^knotJtgeS 
tZ  ^  !!  ■*  ^"^^  ''^''^  "defied  Gennan  aiack 
T^was  attempted  upon  the  19th,  but  was  atS 

!^r279?ri^r^*'°"*  ^'^  ^""^"^^  ^-- 

m  ikema^"t^  co^utive  narrative,  the  doings 
m  the  High  Wood  and  DelviUe  Wood  district  l3 
^n  given  without  a  break,  but  in  ordertT2.ft^: 
ttrt  of  the  chromcle  level  one  has  to  turn  backTfw 
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o^  day.  and  turn  our  .tt«ition  to  the  lo»g  n^*  ^^S 
^^  ol  th«  annv  from  Longueval  m  the  north  to  FaUe- 
-  IS  wiSwejoinedTto  the  French  in  t^-J^ 
Sie  northern  angle  of  thi.  podtion  was  as  ha.  .^7 
Zn  explained^  extremely  <««^--*^^i,  ^^^ 
forming  an  almost  fantastic  P<«"°»'^' ^^^^J^*^ 
;S  the  Germaa  positions.  Even^^^-^S^, 
could  not  carry  it.  their  gun.  could  at  aU  ^^es  "tk* 
rt  from  three  «de..  and  <»f /«"^1S' t«^ 
Monteuban  vaUey.  along  which  "'"^"^P^'Vr" 
Wd  to  pass.    Therefore  it  became  very  nece«ary 

♦«  net  more  elbow-room  along  this  Une. 

SurLt  of  Delvaie  W*d  was  the  strongty- 

SSe  X^we.«  what  may  be  called  the  Alcohohc 
S^JT^Sinches.  where  the  lo«8  f^d  powwfal 
STl^ch.  stretching  a  few  h-^J^/^^S 

r '  rnSirM^^-hd  f^ii  i  Sd^w^ 

,T^:^f  ^o  th^Muth  of  Ginchy  lay  the  very 
S?or^  viCoi  GuillemL.  wHdi  coj 
SKppKd  save  over  a  long  quarter  of  a  mile 
not  be  »PP"^~  .  ,  d  GuiUemont  were  linked 
of  open  ground  ^mchy  ^^^«^      ,„,  y^  ^ 

mom  rwm.  Wrench.    The  whole  of  this 
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Jjly  80  bj  the  Thirtieth  Divi«on  m  dewribed  in  c*«. 
v^tly  uijpd  but  the  lom.  had  been  heavy,  and  nT" 

the  ITurtieth  on  this  point,  and  were  in  turn  relieved 
!l??llT**  "  ^y  *^'  Twenty.fourth,  a  division 
which  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  rough  service  in  that 
S?  ***"'"«-^*»"«»  ^o'  young  wldiers-the  Ypres 

A  few  days  Uter  it  closed  in  upon  Guillemont  with 
ordew  to  reconnoitre  and  then  attack.    A  partial 
attack  was  made  upon  August  16  upon  the  outskirte  of 
the  viUage  by  the  72nd  Brigade,  which  was  rather 
in  the  nature  of  a  reconnaissance  in  force.     The 
ptace  was  found  to  be  very  strong  and  the  advancing 
troops  drew  off  after  mcurring  some  losses,  which 
were  heaviest  m  the  9th  East  Surreys,  who  came  under 
8  blast  of  machine-gun  fire,  and  dropped  nine  officers 
and  over  200  men.    The  division  drew  off,  broadened 
their  front  of  attack,  and  came  on  again  upon  August 
18  m  a  wide  advance  which  covered  the  whole  enemy 
hne,  striking  not  only  at  the  village  itself,  but  at  the 
rtation,  quarry,  and  farm  to  the  north  of  it,  covering 
a  front  of  nearly  a  mile. 

The  73rd  Brigade  attacked  the  village  and  the 
quanjy.  The  right  attack  was  led  by  the  13th 
Middlesex  and  supported  by  the  2nd  Leinster,  but  it 
tad  no  success,  and  ended  in  heavy  losses,  especially 
to  the  English  regiment.  The  men  who  got^row 
w«»e  unable  to  penetrate,  and  after  a  hand-to-hand 
%ht  were  driv-n  back.  Upon  the  left  of  the  brigade 
ttangs  went  better.  The  attack  upon  that  side  was 
W  by  the  7th  Northants,  supported  by  the  9th 
8«8ex.    The  Cobblers  had  lost  their  colonel  from  a 
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wound  in  themormng.    TJ^^S^  X*tv^« 
internationJ  three-quwter  Mobbt.  who  8»ve  om 
TrUlu^ration  of  th.  Uct  that  th.  ^-P^^" 
turns  rapidly  into  the  fin.  wldier.    Hi.  roco-wr 
had  only  bUn  •  few  hour,   in   command.     The 
Sltio/of  the  fight  wa.  none  the  1««  ^abj^ 
The  Midlander.  dadied  with  gre^  &•  a«o«  the 
SOO  yard,  of  open  which  .eparated  them  from  the 
Z>Lm.  whUe'^the  8u«ex  crowded  up  into  the 
Synced  trenche..  .ending  on  «>-P*°y  j£«  ~^ 
pany  in  respond  to  demand,  for  help.    The  BnUA 
£^  had  lifted,  and  it  wa.  no  easy  "«««  "bJ"* 
of  the  flank  fire  to  get  the  meh  acro«  w  that  only  a 
SSntage  reached  the  hard-pre«ed  finng-hne  i^n 
Snthefmde.    The  colonel  of  the  8u«ex  held  back 
therefore,  and  wnt  hi.  third  (»mpany  over  a.  dude 
fell  M>  that  they  came  in  on  the  flank  of  the  North- 
SptonTwith  Uttle  lo...  while  the  fourtii  foUowed 
IfttM  with  .uppUe..    The  lodgment  made  by  the 
leading  battaUon.  wa.  Mcured.  and  Mine  pound 
tTth?  north  of   the  village  pa««d   mto   Bnt«h 

^Mthough    Guillemont   it«df    remained    for   the 
moment -Jrith  the  German.,  the  a«ault  of  the  Tweng- 

fourth  Divudon  had  a  .ucce»  along  the  whole  of  the 
rert  of  the  line  and  greatly  improved  the  po^on  of 
Z  Britidi  upon  ^  flank  The  17th  Brigade 
IsA  attacked  the  rtation  and  after  a  jievere  fight 
Sad  captured  it.  the  8rd  Rifle  Brigade  eepecmUy 
Sij^Sg  iteelf  in  thi.  afiair.  Farther  .tdl  to 
STSTZ  line  of  trenches  leading  up  to  and  m 
tout  Twaterlot  Farm  had  fallen  al*  to  the  17th 
Briuade,  the  8th  Bufc  having  the  heavier  Aare  ol 
ZVork.    Thew  attack.,  which  cort  the  divi«on 
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ZL.!'"  n      "^^  '^^f  P^y  »»  ^'•f  that  ,C- 
'^^;^  and  tun.  it  into  .  «,i«.t  on  th.  Jj^T 

I„,'""k'L''"*^^'^^  ^^*'°  ""  "o*^  drawn  out 
held  firmly  to  the  conquered  line 

Of  their  line  which  was  going  on  from  Longueval  to 
Oujemont.  and  upon  August  23  endeavour^  to  wte 
Jwk  the  ground  gained  at  Guillemont  sSon^  Zt 

preparation  than  in  ita  infantry  advance  had  7n 
jucoe-  though  it  coet  the  TwSeth  SSio^o.;: 
heavy  lo*es.  It  was  one  clear  sign  of  the  deL^« 
^ono  the  German  «.ldier  that  tt  o.Z^'^^Z 
w  contmually  be  better  than  the  performance^^e 
machmee  were  a.  formidable  a.  ever,  but  the  humw 
Jm^t  waa  slowly  wilting  and  that  'subtle  JnSS 
was  developmg  upon  either  side  which  means  the 

ewewith  which  the  prisoners  surrendered,  the  frequent 
fwluM  to  hod  ground  and  the  constant  failil  to 
g«n  It.  .11  pointed  to  the  same  conclusion 

Upon  August  24  a  very  widespread  and  determined 
•ttempt  was  made  by  the  British  to  enlarge  their  aria 
on  the  nght  wing,  and  the  attack  extendi  aloiX 
whole  hne  to  the  north  of  GuiUemont.  Itwas«^e^ 
mrt  by  three  divisions,  the  Thirty-thirf  wS^ 
^l^stepped  to  the  right,  and  now  Lered  iT^ov^ 
toje  mmediato  left  of  Delville  Wood,  the  FouSS 

Wood  and  the  Alcohol  system  of  trenches,  and  finaUy 
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c.™.  the  Twentieth  Division  covering  Ginchy  and  the  rest 
«.  of  the  line  down  to  GuiUemont. 
—  Describing  these  operataons  from  the  left  of  our 
lineTe  first^unit  of  attack  was  the  100th  Bngjde^ 
which  had  for  its  objective  Tea  Trench  and  oUier 
German  defences  which  were  to  the  north-westof 
Delville  Wood.  The  Longueval-Rers  road  sep«- 
ited  their  right  flank  from  the  left  flank  of  the  42nd 
Brigade  of  the  Fourteenth  Division.  I'^  ""^^  ^ 
S^out  the  attack  the  three  leadmg  battalions  of 
Krigade  had  to  be  crowded  forward  mto  a  narrow 

front  before  daylight  upon  August  24. 

All  day  they  lay  there,  but  towards  evening  the 

boiiba^ment  Ihich  they  -^-^  changed  mto^ 

unmense  barrage  which  feU  bke  a  f^  P^"^^^^ 

front  of  our  line,  the  Brituih  counter  battery  work 

Sg  unable  to  check  it.    Shortly  before  7  odo^ 

r^e  evening  the  leading  companies  of  ^e  a^ 

bdonring  from  the  left  to  the  1st  Queen  s,  16th  Rifles 

andTd  Worcesters.  crept  forward  until  they  were  on 

rSge  of  the  barrai-    At  7  o'clock  they  took 

Z  Sse.  advancing  with  brisk  alacn^  mto  ti^ 

ibl3t  of  missiles.    By  7.30  the  Queens  had 

SuS  themselves  in  the  German  position  and 

^blbingtheirwayupWoodLaneTrench.    The 

:Zilo  bfttaUons  had  also  at  t^t  ho^^^J 

forward,  and  the  42nd  Brigade  of  tiie  Fou^e^ 

SS  upon  the  right  had  been  n-fj^TT^ 

The  new  positions  were  at  once  consohdated  by  the 

JXbut  iconsiderable  and  dangerous  gap  had  formed 
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hB^e^ae  left  of  the  Rifles  and  the  right  of  the  c«™. 
Queens-*  gap  which  might  have  let  in  a  fatal      '^ 
oonnter-attack-had  it  not  been  for  the  admirable  Th~ 
barrage  of  the  artillery,  which   beat  down   each  ,m'; 
.tt«npt«i  advance.    A  trench  was  at  once  put  in 
hand  to  Imk  up  the  new  line,  the  sappers  labouring 
at  It  durmg  the  mght,  but  the  gap  had  not  bZ 
entirely  closed    by  the  morning.      The  assaulting 
battalions  were  then  relieved,  and  the  98th  Brijwde 
took  the  phice  of  their  comrades   of   the    mth. 
Thus  ended  this  very  successful  Uttle  advance,  the 
result  bemg  to  push  forward  and  strengthen  our 
position  between  the  two  woods.    The  casualties  were 
not  high,  and  this  fact  was  due  to  the  fine  co-operation 
ol  the  guns  and  to  a  very  effective  smoke  barra«e 
thrown  out  between  the  left  wing  of  the  attack  and 
tlie  machme-gnns  of  High  Wood. 

The  Fourteenth  Division  had  advanced  upon  the 
imme^te  right  of  the  Longueval-FIen.  rJ^,  the 

fS.  'T^lu^"  ^i^^^  ^^^  ^  *°»«1'  ^^  the 
100th,  while  the  4l8t  Brigade  upon  the  right  had  not 
oiJy  to  reach  ite  own  objective,  but  to  act  as  a  pro- 
tosbve  flank  against  the  Germans  in  the  viUagTof 

2rSi  The  43rd  Brigade  was  in  reservcZ^n- 
tnbuted  one  battahon.  the  6th  Yorkshire  Light 
tohntay,  to  strengthening  the  reserve  of  the  4^d 
&>«ade,  whose  formidable  task  was  the  carrying 
of  the  outlying  fringe  of  DelviUe  Wood.  At  last 
ttat  tragic  grove,  the  scene  of  such  a  prolonged 

£?''  ,r!  ^  ^,""«ly  '^0^  from  our  fZ^ 
J»»ganant  battalions  of  the  42nd  Brigade-the 
Kh  Oxford  and  Bucks  on  the  left,  the  6th  Shrop- 
•hnwm tiie  centre,  and  the  9th Eifles  upon  the  right 
-•wept  forward  with  the  bayonet  in  the  good  dd 
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style  and  deared  it  from  end  to  end,  helped  greatly 
by  the  accurate  barrage  behind  which  they  advanced. 
The  German  counter-barrage  was  heavy,  but  the 
troops  tramped  through  it  with  no  more  deflediion 
than  if  it  had  been  a  rainstorm,  though  a  trail  of  dead 
and  wounded  marked  their  path.    Every  officer  of 
the  Rifle  battaUon  was  hit.    The  first  barrier  was  a 
trench  cut  160  yards  from  the  north  of  the  wood  and 
called  Inner  Trench.    This  was  taken  at  the  first 
rush,  the  enemy  surrendering  freely.    Two  gallant 
N.CO.'s  of  the  Rifles,  Sergeant  Hamp  and  Corporal 
Ord  rushed  up  a  machine-gun  at  the  cost  of  their  own 
lives.    One  party  of  60  men  of  the  enemy  seem  to 
have  taken  up  arms  again  after  three  of  the  storming 
lines  had  passed,  and  to  have  blazed  into  their  backs 
with  a  machine-gun,  but  a  fourth  line  swept  over 
them  and  all  were  enguUed.    The  Oxford  and  Bucks 
on  the  left  of  the  line  moved  forward  splendidly,  pick- 
ing up  200  prisoners  as  they  passed,  clearing  the  edge 
of  the  wood  and  difflpng  in  about  200  yards  to  the 
north  of  it,  the  89th  F  Company  Royal  Engmews 
and  the  11th  King's  Liverpool  consohdatmg  the 
position.    The  enemy's  opposition  upon  the  right 
flank  had,  however,  been  very  much  sterner  and  more 
successful,  80  that  the  flank  battalion  of  the  42nd 
Brigade  and  the  Rifle  battalions  of  the  41st  Brigade 
had  all  fallen  short  of  their  final  objectives. 

Altogether  the  day  was  a  great  success,  for  the 
losses  were  not  excessive,  and  the  gains  though  not 
sensational  were  general  all  along  the  line  and  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  successful  assaults  of  the  next 
^reek.  The  fact  that  the  right  flank  had  not  come  on 
as  far  as  the  left,  caused  each  successive  battalion  to 
find  itself  with  its  right  flank  exposed,  but  the  hue 
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WM  held  by  a  clever  nadjustment  under  heavy  fire    c*™. 

™%SJ  S"  ^  "•  .*^'  '^^""•^^  position  joining  ^7" 

up  with  tiie  Thirty-third  Division,  ^e  the  Une  ^ 

J^tog,  but  unbroken,  sloped  bac'kwards  to  li  ^ 
rrencb  upon  the  right. 

d„i2?l!"  '^""*  °*  ^'^^  Wood  was  stiU 
d«ed  by  a  strong  point,  but  upon  the  rain- 
sropt  evening  of  August  27  this  was  finaUy  deared 
£  It  ""1^$^'  "'  *^«  Fourteenth  dSS 

of  hghtmfantiy,  together  with  the  10th  Durhanu.  aU 
doing  good  service.  ' 

y^Jtrr^  "^  *''*  hard-worked  Seventh  Division 

whiah  still  remained  intact,  filling  up  the  ean  seDarat- 
««  Del^e  Wood  from  Ginchy*  Ih3  bK 

tte  Ist  Welsh  PusiLers  capturing  Hop  Allev  BeJ 
^.^.andpart of  Vat  Allef "S  im^n^'k^S 
«pon  Gmchy,  which  was  to  co-operate  ^th^  attack 
^GuJlemont  farther  south,  was  forestalled  and 
postponed  by  a  very  strong  advance  of  the  German 
n&ntiy  upon  the  north  and  north-east  of  Delville 

St  St  1^  attack  outside  the  wood  fell  upok  the 
Ist  South  StafFords,  who  repulsed  the  onslauVht  on 
ttree  separate  occasions,  enduring  a  heavy  shelling 
between  each  German  advance.    Upon  the  forn^ 

pmetiatmg  the  north-east  comer  of  the  wood  and 

SS^^/^'^-  '"'«  2nd  Queen's  relieved  the 
«J.usted  Staffords,  and  at  noon  of  Septembe:  2 
Bade  a  vigorous  bombing  attack  which  had  some 
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c^  Buccess.  though  the  a^aUanta  -«"  ~?S^^ 
^  myrtifi«d  by  the  appearance  of  a  par^  "^^^^ 
—     wChadd4«dthemeelve8  in  the  khaki  and  hehnrt* 

taken  the  night  before.    This  powerful  attack  fell 
also  upon  ^  Twentieth  Division,  and  upon  the 
..  K  S^^S  the  right  of  the  Seventh,  but ^tiio^ 

1  it  inflicted  heavy  losses,  especiaUy  uponthe  60th 

I  BriKade  of  the  Twentieth  Division,  it  foiled  to  gain 

"  any  ground  or  to  obtain  any  strategic  advantage. 

(M  September  3  at  noon  the  attack  upon  Gmchy 
was  carnal  out  by  the  22nd  Brigade,  the  st  Wdsh 
Fusiliers  attacking  to  the  north  of  the  v^age,  the 
Sfjt\  Manchesters  moving  on  ^  the  vJlage  itself .  and 
tl.-  2nd  Warwicks  on  to  the  trenches  to  the  west  of 
the  viUage.  The  Manchesters  succeeded  about  one 
o'clockin  forcing  their  way  into  the  village  sending 
back  200  of  the  garrison  as  prisoners.    The  first  nu^ 

behind  the  barrage  sustained  fe^^f  *'*'  ""Jj^ 
was  not  mitU  the  Manchesters  m  their  fiery  eagerness 
^  to  push  on  beyond  their  mark  that  they  ran 
STa  vei?  severe  fire  from  the  north  which  mowed 
down  their  ranks,  including  nearly  aU  their  office. 
The  Welsh  Fusiliers  upon  the  left  had  been  unable  fc. 
get  forward,  and  as  a  consequence  the  Manchesto 
men  were  in  so  precarious  a  position  and  so  reduced 
HuXs  that'^they  had  to  fall  b-k  tf^o^tje 
village,  while  the  2nd  Royal  Irish,  who  had  passed  on 
astoM  Ginchy  Telegraph,  had  now  to  retire,  as  th«^ 
^  was  in  dinger.  The  2nd  WanncH  ^wev«^ 
Sd  on  to  the  south  of  the  village,  and  refused  to  to 

dislodged,  keeping  their  position  there  against  «fl 

|«t|  attadffl  until  the  night  of  September  6.    In  the 

S^oon.  two  companies  of  the  Indi  attempted  to 

11  Sve  the  sitiiation  by  a  renewed  advance  upon  the 

liPi 
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the  20th  Brigade.    The  latf-r  m. ^    ^  t  "^  °"*" 

+J.O  ^-11       *r^ .,         ""^"'"We  a  fresh  attack  unon   SomnM. 

ui  MB  lace  ot  tHe  inexorable  machine-mma  to  eff«>t « 
pennanent  lodgment.    The  2nH  CwTTT'  * 

the  left  nf  ♦!.«  n  •    J     •  ^"**"  *'  however,  on 

ine  left  of  the  Bngade,  improved  our  position  af  Vhl 
north-eastern  comer  of  Delville  W^  ^  ^ 

aided  by  two  cf^pades  oJt A  T"  ""^''"^' 
-farasthemiddle'^ofTe^i^d^ir  *"""« 
prisoners,  but  the  Gennans^e' Wk^l^l'^'"*' 

0^^  the  obiS^ff  n  •fi'*""^'*.  '*«^  '^*''»»* 

DiiwMave^di^.'^""*^  *°  *^«  Seventh 
"""y  execrable  weather.    H  no  successful  efforts  wer^ 
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c^  m«le  to  oo«nter-.tUck  ^^^\^^^ 
^V  ,    , .  3i_  1 :_  4.V.  .lonmtaon  of  the  Uennan 
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made  to  oounter-awwjn  ui«u  «»->> — T 7,  n— -« 
undoubtedly  lay  in  the  ab««tption  of  the  Gennan 

■^tl^*  ^f day  the  battle  raged  from  G^^ 
along  the  whole  right  of  our  line  ^ugh  Waterlog 
Farm.  Guillemont  and  Falfemont  Farm  to  the  left 
flank  of  the  French.  The  amiexed  diagram  wdl  give 
wme  idea  of  the  forces  engaged  and  their  i«veral 
obiectives  on  September  8.  .  . 

Twill  be  «4i  by  thi.  plan,  tfie  F»f*  ?»7°" 
formed  the  mnt  next  to  the  French,  and  the  18th 
Brigade  were  ordered  to  help  our  gallant  jJlies  m 
affing  the  extreme  southpn  point  at  Fa"*^*. 
wmTSI  96th  Brigade  covered  tiie  g«.und  betwe^ 
their  comrades  of  the  13th  and  the  ydlage  of  Gmlle- 
mont.    The  advance  was  made  shortly  after  rmd-day, 
and  though  the  operations  were  long,  bloody,  and 
difficult,  the  famous  old  division,  inheritors  of  the 
glories  of  Mons  and  Le  Catoau.  was  not  to  be  demed. 
The  resistance  was  very  strenuous,  and  only  the  most 
devoted  constancy  could  have  eventu^y  ovc^me 
it     To  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  13th  Bngade  first  it 
may  be  briefly  stated  that  upon  Sunday.  8q^»>M  3^ 
they  first  gained  the  Falfemont  Farm  and  ^  lost 
it  again.    That  night  they  were  reinforced  by  three 
baEns  of  the  16th  Brigade,  and  were  able  next 
day  to  pnsh  in  between  the  Farm  and  GmHemont. 
pressing  the  defenders  upon  every  side.    « J«V« 
S^  building,  with  many  lofPboled  onthon«^ 
andTTof  these  f eU  after  the  other  «flj'£^^« 
central  ruin,  stin  spouting  to  lie  an  andio^  b^ 

drip,  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  defenders.  Thar 
porition  was  hopeless,  however,  and  by  th«  morrn^ 
September  e^chM^e.  in  the  line  to  the  north 
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of  th«n.  and  e-peciaUy  the  lo«  of  GuiUemont.  cuMd 

them  to  evacuate  the  porition. 

The  advance  of  the  96th  Bngade  upon  the  toft  <rt 
the  nfth  Srion  had  been  a  very  gallant  one.  though 
S:!S-Se.  which  they  -o  bravely  w^-"^^ 
le«i  toes  of  trenches  and  a  "un^en  road     '^^ 
C  of  the  attach  wa.  formed  by  the  Irt  Duke  of 
SmwalS  oX  left,  and  the  12th  G|o«<«*«»  ^P*"" 
S^rS.  clo«ly  followed  by  the  Irt  f^l^^  '^^ 
EMt  Suieys.    They  were  in  close  touch  w^th  the 
ml  Ses  of  t^e  Twentieth  I);^*'-^^-- 
attaddna  GuiUemont  upon  their  left.    W»J™»^^ 
JZTf^he  first  attack  aU  three  objectives  had  W 
i^^Ld.  and  the  remains  of  the  vf>nou.  batbJi^ 
w«e  digging  in  upon  the  line  Gmohy-Wedge  Wood. 
ThrioSSwere  h^vy  in  each  battalion,  but  parbcu- 
SvS^emhGloucesters.    For  a  time  th^  were 
Sr  to  from  both  the  British  and  f'>^^ 
^SrirYet  they  held  on  to  their  ultmiate  objective^ 
SffollowingUract  from  the  in^pre^i- jkch 
^ey  produced  upon  an  experienced  reguh«  oolond  is 
worth  quoting,  if  only  to  show  the  pitch  of  solia- 
Ip  to^whS?  our  alteur  volunteers  ^T^^ 
"  The  battalion  came  on  in  their  extended  lm«  « 
steadily  as  on  parade,  and.  without  wavering,  though 
Sg  heavy"!^.  passed  through  ahotGern^ 
barrage  in  the  most  gallant  manner.    The  hnes  were 
STmuch  troubled  by  long-range  machme-gun  to 

torn  the  direction  of  Falfemont.  but  although  ^I- 
appeared  and  the  lines  were  rapidly  thummg  ^ 
^^w  the  sUghtest  sipi  of  ^^''^^^^f-  ^^^ 
could  have  carried  through  such  a  difficult  ^JT 
1";  indifference  to  consequences."  /Jou^^ 
was  once  the  favourite  forcing-ground  for  the  oham- 


THE  BATTLB  OP  THE  80MMB        sg, 
liv-.    Altogether  th^MtTB-^^^*'"*^'"" 

capture  both  otW^L  wLT,"??"^"«  '«'  *^ 
Upon  the  left  As."™"  ^°"  ^'^• 

tie  Kifle  and  ffifle  BriZ  ^!  ?**°  *°*™^  *«> 
Brigade  upon  ^iJ^S  >^°"'  "^  th«  ewh 
the  Sixteen^.  iSi  feS  ^  k*'*^.  ^!^'  "* 
temporarily  under  «/.  .     ^"8«J«  l»«d  come 

Smi^  iS^e  left   .T"^.^  °*  ^'"»*1  I>o««l« 

Brigad,^eh*'Lit,t"4t £12*^*'  T 
wet.  and  continual  German  S  fSff^J '^'•'• 
The  eist  was  in  divisional  S  l^'"^,'^'"'*- 
ordered  for  noon     ProfirinVlf  •       ****''^  »" 

it  was  planned  tkat^'Se^S""?  T"*"*^ 
niahed  at  once,  but  that  T  JTlf  u  l^'*  ''''*  ^ 
with  method  in  thr^^fini^*^  '^"'^^  P'^^cd 
Sixth  and  of  thT^eSSl^-  .^'' «-«  »*  t^e 

thepreliminaxybomS^t  AfnZT.'"^'^  ^ 
l«pt  over  their  parapets  «k  d,a^^'?'"^^ 
enemy  was  taken  una;^  Thfi^f^  ^°'°''-  ^« 
Brigade  with  the  kJS  nS^V-^  "l^  "*»>  Ri^e 
•npported  by  the  Sh^lll^J^^^y^  ^^«'' 
before  them  on  the  so»^  T  ^"''^'  «^«*  «»11 
wHle  the  iJs'LS^C^J^  Sf  RlS^r  1!T' 
M  much  in  the  north  T^n  •  "^"^  ^^^  did 
•«t  of  rru^lZ^-^J^^.^:^:^^''^  was  a 

7«  Taliant  or'^^eZl  S^ce  ^^S"    '''' 
dnnng'the  War  and  .f  JT  *',''*  ^»ad  been  seen 
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Cbm»  ydl  which,  blending  with  th.  •"»»  ."^  *J^  Jf  ^• 
^  ^  have  added  one  more  to  the  horrore  of  the 
.h«ken  and  haid-preeeed  garriaon.    Neck  and  neck 
the  two  brigadee.  En^lidi  and  In«h.  went  timni^i 
^  Gennan  line.    Hand-to-hand  fighto  took  place 
in  the  village,  but  aU  rerietanoe  wa.  won  beaten  dow^ 
By  12.80  the  first  objective*  were  wUd,  and  at  1.80 
the  whole  village  waa  taken  and  the  «ujJvorB  of  the 
enemy  rtreaming  out  to  eartwaid.    Jhe  Bnglieh 
l««e  were  heavy  and  equaUy  dietributed.    The  Injh 
were  aleo  heavy,  eepecially  in  the  ««»  »*  *J«  «J 
Connaughte.  who  abo  lost  then  colonel.    At  this  tune, 
throujA  the  failure  oi  recruiting  in  IieUnd.  tiieee 
bravebattaliona  were  below  full  strengtli.  m  epite  of 
which  within  six  days  they  etormed  or  helped  to  rtorm 
two  of  the  Btrongeet  villagee  upon  the  hne.     One 
hardly  knows  which  emotion  is  stronger— one  ■  pnde 
in  thoee  who  went,  or  one's  contempt  for  tio«  wl^o 
bided  at  home.    No  one  admired  the  splendid  dash 
of  the  Irish  stormers  more  heartUy  than  the  British 
Riflemen,  who  kept  pace  with  them  in  their  desperate 
venture.     Equally  brave,  they  were  more  dehberate 
in  their  methods,  with  the  result  that  more  than  once 
pockets  of  fighting  Germans  who  had  been  overrun 
bvtiie  Irish,  but  were  stdll  venomous,  were  cleared  up 
by  the  Riflemen  on  the  flank.    So  infectious,  howevet, 
w«  the  fiery  da-li  of  the  Irish  iiat  Mr.  P^iP  G-^ 
has  left  it  on  i^-ord  in  one  of  his  admirable  lettoi 
that  an  English  sergeant  of  Rifles  complained  that  he 
had  almost  blown  his  teeth  away  in  whistog  his  men 
backfromoverrunningtheirobiectives.    The  garrison 
it  may  be  remarked,  were  chiefly  Hanoverian,  and 
once  again  our  men  were  amused  and  amared  to  see 
"  Gibraltar  "  printed  upon  their  hats,  a  reminiscenoe 
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o^tt.  day.  when  thej  fomed  p«t  of  the  Britiih  a.m« 
Whflrt  the  . tuck  h*i  been  in  progre.,,  two  t^ 

jdvMcmg  rt««iay  through  the  Genn«i  ba^ 
nie  enemj  were,  u  klreadj  shown,  rtrongly  heldit 
0^7  on  the  left  flank  of  the  GuiUemoTadvi^  " 
b^  inspite  of  their  preoccupationa  they  made  atrona 
iS?^i.'*  '  ''«'"?*"-*««k  from  thia  directioZ 
l^^u^l  *^'  Connaughta,  who  had   been 
wnforoed  by  two  companiea  of  the  12th  King'a. 
IJja^  fl«Jdng  force  puahed  ont  po.ta^,J 
behaved  with  great  gaUantry,  holding  off  the  enemy 
until  evening,  though  at  conaiderable  Io«a  to  them- 
TZ  i^t  t^^  ^^'  """'"  *"«!««'*  Jonea 
•nd  held  out  for  two  days  without  food  or  water-a 
deed  to  which  the  sergeant  received  the  Victoria 
r^Tl    ^°f*^^  4  tlie  positions  were  put  into 
•  itate  of  defence,  and  on  the  6th  the  Twentieth 
ftvision  drew  out  of  the  line  after  their  fine  deed 
otarma. 

ne  Fourteendi  Diviron  had  been  i.  support  upon 
tte  left  dunng  the  attack  upon  Guillemoirtr and  the 
«rd  BngMle  had  moved  up  to  the  northern  edge 
of  the  vJlage  iteelf,  losing  a  number  of  o^ 
Md  mm,  mcludmg  the  colonel  of  the  6th  Somer- 

wr'KTi**;*^'"*''  ^^y  wounded,  remained  with 
jMbattahon  until  it  had  consolidated  its  new 
PMOon.  A  German  advance  was  attempted  at  this 
dT  t^°*u  ^"•'  ^"*  *''"  *3rd  Brigade  helped  to 
tew..tback.  It  may  be  said  that  the  whde  of 
wpfanber  3  wasaseries  of  anall  victories. making  in 
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tha  aggngato  a  yvj  ooniideTaUe  one,  and  bnakiiig 
down  the  whole  of  the  flank  Gennan  defenota. 

The  Iriih  Diyiiion  waa  now  brought  up  to 
{ace  Ginchy,  the  one  pomt  itill  untaken  npon  the 
German  leoond  line,  whilct  the  Fifth  Diviaion  pnmed 
ito  viotorioua  way  up  to  Leuie  Wood  and  to  the  lower 
corner  of  Bouleaux  Wood,  always  in  doee  touch  with 
the  French  upon  their  right.  The  47th  Brigade  of 
the  Irish  had  already  lort;  near  half  ite  numbers,  and 
other  units  of  the  division,  both  infantry  and  sappers, 
especially  the  7th  and  8th  Irish  Fusiliers,  had  lost 
heavily  in  supporting  the  Fifth  Division  in  its  attack, 
bat  the  battalions  were  still  full  of  fight. 

In  the  late  afternoon  of  September  9  the  final 

attack  upon  Ginchy  by  the  Irish  tore  that  village 

from  the  close  grip  of  its  Bavarian  and  Pomeranian 

garrison.    The  Fifty-fifth  Division  made  a  supporting 

attack  upon  the  left,  but  the  main  advance  was  left 

for  the  now  depleted  but  indomitable  division.     It 

dashed  forward  upon  a  two-brigade  front,  the  47th 

upon  the  right  and  the  48th  upon  the  left,   the 

brigades  being  strengthened  by  three  battalions  of 

the  48th,  so  that  practically  all  the  reserves  were 

in  the   line   from  the  start,  but  the  commander 

had   the   comforting   assurance   that   the   Guards 

were  moving  up  in  his  rear.    On  the  right  the  first 

wave  consisted  of  the  6th  Boyal  Irish  and  the  8th 

Monsters,  who  dashed  forward  with  great  gallantry 

but  were  held  up  by  machine-guns.    The  same  fire 

held  up  the  1st  Munsters  upon  the  right  of  the  48th 

Brigade,  but  some  natural  cover  was  found  which 

enabled  them  to  continue  to  advance.    On  their  left 

the  7th  Irish  Bifles  and  7th  Irish  Fusiliers  had  broken 

into  the  German  line  in  the  first  determined  advance. 
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By  Bx  in  th«  areiuiig  th«  8th  Md  »th  Dublint  hki  o,«« 
»mforo«l  the  .tUck  «d  lud  purfi^l  on  mto  tS  ^^ 
»ilUg».  where  the  IMth  Field  Company  Roytl  En-     ~ 
guwMi  at  once  conwUd«ted-»  «rift  meason  which 
WM  fully  jMtified  nnoe  two  attMke  stormed  out  of  the 
dMknee*  of  the  night  and  were  beaten  back  into 
It  agtm.    Next  morning  the  Sixteenth  Diviwon  wa« 
wUeved  by  the  Guard,  and  returned  for  the  time 
from  the  hne  which  they  had  .o  materially  helped 
to  enlarge  and  oonaoUdate.     Their  loiuee  had  been 
Heavy.    Five  battaUon  commanden  were  amous  the 
OMualtie..    They  feU  out  of  the  line  upon  September 
10.    A  few  dayi  earlier  the  Fifth  Division  had  b-en 
reheved  by  the  Fifty-sixth. 

The  total  effect  of  these  operations  had  been  to 
extend  the  whole  British  position  for  several  thousand 
ywds  m  frontage  and  nearly  a  mile  in  depth.    At 
least  2000  more  prisoners  had  fallen  into  our  hands, 
mie  attack  of  July  U  had  broken  in  the  centre  of 
the  German  second  line,  but  the  two  flanks  had  held 
fan.    The  fall  of  Posiires  upon  our  left  before  the 
Anstrahans  and  the  Forty-eighth  Division,  and  of 
Qmnemont  upon  our  right  before  the  Twentieth  and 
Fifth,  meant  that  the  flanks  also  had  gone,  and  that 
the  whole  front  was  now  clear.    A  third  strong  Une 
ran  through  Warlencourt  and  Le  Transloy,  but  very 
niunerous  impediments-woods,  villages,  and  trenches 
—lay  m  front  of  the  army  before  they  could  reach  it. 
It  proved,  however,  that  the  worst  impediment  of  all 
—vile  weather  and  a  premature  winter— was  to  be 
the  only  real  obstacle  to  the  complete  success  of  the 
army. 

In  order  to  complete  this  description  of  these 
Wwe^iead  operations,  which  are  difficult  to  syn- 
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ohioiuse  and  bring  into  any  settled  plan,  one  mask 
letnm  to  what  waa  going  on  upon  the  left  of  DdviUe 
Wood.  Towards  the  end  of  August  the  Thiity-thiid 
Division,  which  had  covered  the  line  between  Delville 
and  High  Woods,  was  relieved  by  the  Twenty-fourth. 
Upon  the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  the  First  Division 
was  still  continuing  that  series  of  operations  upon 
High  Wood  which  have  been  aheady  described. 
On  their  left  in  turn  was  the  Fifteenth  Scottish 
Division,  the  left  unit  of  Rawlinson's  Army.  They 
were  busy  from  this  time  onwards  in  digging  their 
assembly  trenches  for  the  great  assault. 

The  first  incident  which  calls  for  attention  was  a 
very  sudden  and  violent  Oerman  attack  upon  August 
31  upon  the  Twenty-fourth  Division.  The  Oerman 
onslaught  met  with  some  success  at  first,  as  it  burst 
through  the  line  of  the  13th  Middlesex,  a  battalion 
which  had  lost  heavily  in  the  attack  upon  Guillemont 
ten  days  before,  and  was  for  the  moment  more  fit  for 
a  rest-camp  than  the  forefront  of  the  battle.  The 
»th  Sussex,  who  were  on  the  right  of  the  Middlesex, 
stood  firm,  and  the  German  advance,  which  had  pene- 
trated some  distance  down  the  long  communication 
trench  which  is  known  as  Plum  Street,  was  eventually 
brought  to  a  halt.  This  result  was  partly  brought 
about  by  the  initiative  and  determination  of  a 
2nd  Lieutenant  of  the  Middlesex,  "a  little  pale- 
faced  fellow,"  who  carried  ofi  a  Lewis  gun,  and 
worked  it  from  difEerent  positions  down  the  trench, 
continually  holding  up  the  Germans  and  giving  time 
for  the  Sussex  men  to  gather  such  a  force  at  the  end 
of  Plum  Street  as  prevent  >i  the  Germans  from 
debouching  into  the  larger  trenches  which  led  down 
towards  Longneval.    The  attack  had  been  equally 
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»v«te  upon  the  7S8nd  Brigade,  who  held  the  right  c™. 

SloL^T^-  ^«y  «?ti«l7  "pulled  the  Gemman— 
wth  gieat  loM  the  8th  Queen's  Surrey  bemg  the  ft^ 
battahon  which  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fight  '- 

«»««„?!  ""^"J^y' September  1.  the  17th  Brigade 
^e  up  to  restore  the  situation  on  the  left,  andby 
ev«ungthe^t.onhadbeenalmostcleared.  OnfS 
S^^ii  and  4th  the«  were  fresh  German  attach! 
but  lie  Ime  was  now  firmly  held  and  no  impression 
was  made  None  the  less,  the  fighting  hadteen 
co^y.  and  the  depleted  division  had '2^?  ^ 
nam*  upon  ,te  roll  of  honour.    It  was  drawn  oS 

taffi-^'^'^'  ''"*  '*^  "^^^'y-  ^^<^^  *«  left 
m  tte  hne,  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  its  distinguish^ 
w  ^T^  Pl^Pott«.  upoi.  September  g"*^*" 
We  shall  now  move  a  mile  eastwards  to  foUow  the 
Krst  Division  m  ita  drfScult  and,  as  it  proved,  impos- 
^k  task  of  improving  our  position  as'^regards  ffi^ 

l^^nt  T  "^'^  '^'^  "«  "^°«  delTy  and  1^ 
than  any  other  upon  the  German  line. 

the  u^  B^**^*^  ^  '  ^^'^  *****'''  ^y  ^'^  ''hole  of 
the  1st  Brigade  was  made  upon  the  wood,  which  was 
^ned  with  trenches  and  studded  ;ith  sj^ 
pwnta.  lie  immedwte  objectives  were  the  mab 
te»db  m  the  wood  and  the  trenches  to  the  south- 

T^U^  r^:.  ^^  ^"^  C^'^'^rona.  supported  by 
Ae  8th  Berks  «ivanced  upon  the  right, Te  Black 
Watch  supports!  by  the  10th  Gloucesters,  on  the  left. 
Ito  attack  had  considerable  success,  which  could 
2'  however,  be  mamtained.  The  battalions  on  the 
SleJ  i^'^t'  Yl  ?.*  '^^^^^  JMirties  were 
^^1  S  t  f  •  ^  ******  *"  onlteJ>artiaUy 
"«wrful.  being  held  upataLugemineH!r#When 
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^^  forward  from thenorthH«tofaghWood.^Bnta«h 
~~     had  to  faU  back  to  tii«r  own  original  line,  totog,  bow 
e^   80  German  prisoners  with  them.    The  ground 

had 'been  won.  but  there  had  not  be«n^«^*  ^^JlJ 
toholdit.    The  losses  of  the  two  Highland  battaliona 

''^On^Se^mber  8  the  8id  Brigade  penetrated  into 
the  westL  part  of  High  Wood,  but  <^l^^ 
found  impoe^e  to  make  more  than  a  t«n^rary 
SCel^Theand  Welsh.  l-^Sou^Wa^esBorfer^s 
Sst  Gloucesters  were  all  involved  m  this  afeir.  as 
^  Z  9th  Blade  Wateh  of  the  Fifteenth  Division 
^o%j<A.y^e^tv<^rt.    N^rtday^ea^k 
was  renewed  with  the  2nd  Brigade  upon  ^le  «ght. 
r^upontheleft.    ^^^^^"^^'^.''^^ 
captured^e  crater,  but  were  dnven  out  of  it  later 
k  the  day.  after  a  hard  fight.     On  the  left  the 
SunsLs  id  Gloucesters  were  held  up  by jn^;^ 
Infiie.    Ontherighttheadvanceofthe2nd8us*« 

S  of  the  2nd  Rifles  met  ^^^.f^t'^y^  f"^' 

ne  important  trench  called  Wood  I^e  was  stormed. 

S^a^^totheassaihuitsofacoupleofhuijre^^^^^ 

^  the  hostUe  machine-guns  had  been  deftly  po^ 

out  of  action  by  our  trench-mortars.    The  afltf 

wwe  in  touch  not  only  with  their  comn^es  of  Sussex 

r^l  left,  but  with  the  6th  Kin^s  livej^ool  upon 

Eaht  so  that  the  line  was  complete.    Itwascon- 

SliSed  It  night  by  the  1st  North  LancashiM 

^Ts  permaSly  held,  an  attempt  at  counU^ 

attack  nert  day  being  crushed  by  our  barrage.    A^ 

to  little  victory  the  First  Division  was  «beved  up» 

Se  evening  of  September  10  by  the  New  Zealandtn. 


CHAPTER  X 

THK  BATTLE  OF  THE  SOIOIK 
Breaking  of  the  Third  Lme,  September  16 

Fbrty.fcrt  D,rt«on-Adv«,o.  of  the  Light  Dividon-iSLJi 
^«-     work  of  Kfty.Bxth  Diyision  on  flank— Dibnt  of  th. 

^^ffJlr^  b^n  te,nporarily  exhausted  by  its  c.«„ 
«toeme  cfforte  and  the  consequent  losses,  but  was      *• 
f^7  buoyed  up  by  the  certainty  that  with  their  Th— 
«ceUent  artaUe^  and  their  predominant  air  service  ^ 
they  were  inflicung  more  punishment  than  they  were  *"«• 
woeivmg.    Steadily  from  week  to  week  the  tale  of 
pisonwB  and  of  captured  guns  had  been  growing. 
Je  British  and  the  French  keeping  curiously  levd 
m  ae  numbers  of  their  trophies.    Fresh  divisions. 
«dent  for  batUe    were  streaming  down  from  the 
Northern  Lne    whUe  old  divisions,   already  badly        / 
J^nered.  filled  up  rapidly  with  eager  drafts,  and        ^ 

were  battle-worthy  once  again  in  a  period  which  would 
nave  been  pronounced  absolutely  impossible  by  any 
•n^ttaiy  cntio  before  the  War.    AUtt^B  rearward 
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villageB  were  choked  with  the  Bupporte.  There  was 
rumour  also  of  some  new  agency  to  be  u»ed,  and 
wondrous  stories  were  whispwed  as  to  its  nature  and 
its  powers.  The  men  were  in  high  heart,  therefore, 
and  by  the  middle  of  September  Rawlinson's  Fourth 
Army,  which  now  included  three  corps,  was  ready  to 
spring  forward  once  again.  The  main  German  line 
was  miles  behind  them,  and  the  headquarters  of 
British  brigades  and  divisions  now  nested  comfortably 
in  those  commodious  dug-outs  which  two  years 
of  unremitting  German  labour  had  constructed— 
monuments  for  many  ft  year  to  come  of  their  industry 
and  of  their  failure.  It  was  realised  that  the  obstacles 
in  front,  however  formidable,'  could  not  possibly  be  so 
difficult  as  those  which  had  abeady  been  surmounted ; 
and  yet  our  aeroplanes  were  able  to  report  that  the 
whole  country  was  still  dashed  across  and  across  in 
a  fanciful  lacework  of  intricate  patterns  in  which  fire, 
support,  and  communication  trenches  formed  one 
great  network  of  defence. 

The  left  flank  of  the  Ajmy  was  formed  by  Gough  s 
Fifth  Army,  which  had  pushed  forward  in  the  manner 
already  described,  the  Second  Corps  (Jacob)  and  the 
Canadians  (Byng)  being  in  the  line  upon  September 
16.  On  their  immediate  right,  and  joining  them  m 
the  trenches  which  face  Martinpuich,  was  Pulteney's 
Third  Corps,  which  covered  the  whole  line  down  to 
High  Wood.  From  the  north-west  of  High  Wood  to 
the  trenches  opposite  Flers,  Home's  long-sufiering 
Fifteenth  Corps  still  urged  the  attack  which  it  had 
commenced  upon  July  1.  The  units,  it  is  true,  had 
changed,  but  it  is  difBcult  to  exaggerate  the  long 
strain  which  had  been  borne  by  this  commander  and 
his  atafi.    An  appreciation  of  it  was  shown  by  hi» 
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elevation  to  the  command  of  the  Krrt  Amy  at  the 
H^r?.  °^  *^''  ^P*"***""-  ^^  the  right  of 
ftench  the  line  was  fiUed  by  the  Fourteenth  Corpe. 
Si  w^-.^^"'"*^P'^ **'"«'•  I'^themoveme^ 
SSSL„7l."".'r*^**'y  considering,  it  is  the 
SS  ^"th  and  Fourteenth  Corps  which  are  con- 

^t^  ^X"^  "^^  '^''^  "  '"'^  fr«»«  the  left, 
and  foUow  the  fortunes  of  each  until  their  immediaS 
operations   reached   some   definite   term.    It   is  a 

ISr  .\T*"?'^*."P**''  ''^''^  ^'^  1«>'^.  fo'  from  the 
Eleventh  Division  m  the  Thiepval  sector  to  the  left 
along  ten  miles  of  crowded  trenches  to  the  Fifty-sixth 
Divunon  near  Combles  upon  the  right,  twelve  divi- 
"ons.  or  about  120.000  infantry,  were  straining  on  the 
rj.'f,  t^^^-te  hand  crawled  towaZzLo  and 
the  sheU  streams  swept  ever  swifter  overhead. 

The  three  divisions  which  formed  the  Third  Corns 
iroe  counting  from  tiie  left,  the  Fifteenth,  the 
Fitieth,  and  tiie  Forty-seventh.    Of  these,  the  Scots 

W  "f  ZlJ^  ^^  ^^^  ^"K  ^^  »f  defence  in 
Jont  of  Martanpuich  and  the  village  of  that  name. 
The  north  of  England  territorial  were  opposite  to  the 
vanous  airman  tienches  which  linked  Martinpuich 

SJS*  ^'^:.  ^"  ^^^o^^  were  faced  by  tiie 
Jastly  charnel-house  of  High  Wood  itself,  takei  and 
"token  so  often,  but  stiU  mainly  in  German  hands. 

i^^u     LT"^*.  '"^*  ^"^^"d  "'"ng  the  line. 

The  Rfteenth  Division,  which  had  been  strength- 
««>d  by  the  103rd  Brigade,  advanced  upon  the  liTof 
tienches  which  separated  them  from  Martinpuich,  the 
«th  Brigade  being  upon  the  left  and  the  46th  upon  the 
ng»t.  The  10th  HigWand  light  Infantiy  u^n  the 
Wt  of  the  46th  Brigade  were  in  close  toudi  witiJ 
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the  Cansdiuu  upon  their  left,  loTming  the  right- 
h»nd  unit  of  Oough's  Army.    This  brij^e,  connst- 
ing  of  Highland  Light  Infantry,  Soote  Bordeien, 
and  Scottish  Riflee,  swarmed  over  the  German  de- 
fences, while  their  comrades  upon  the  right,  including 
Royal  Scots,  Scocs  Fusiliers,  Camerons,  and  Argylls, 
were  no  less  successful.    The  fact  that  the  whole 
line  was   engaged  removed  the   old   bugbears   of 
enfilade  fire  which  had  broken  up  so  many  of  our 
advances.    The  German  barrage  was  heavy,  but  the 
advance  was  so  swift  and  the  dose  fight  of  the  tH»»ches 
came  so  quickly,  that  it  was  less  effective  than  of  old. 
A  creeping  barrage  from  the  .British  guns,  going  for- 
ward at  a  pace  of  fifty  yards  a  minute,  kept  in  front 
of  the  infantry,  whose  eager  feet  were  ever  on  the  edge 
of  the  shrapnel.    With  the  44th  Highland  Brigade  m 
doee  support  the  whole  division  swept  roaring  over  the 
trenches,  and  with  hardly  a  pause  flooded  into  Martin- 
puich,  where  they  met  the  fringe  of  the  Canadians, 
whose  main  advance  was  to  the  north-west  of  the 
village.    It  was  a  magnificent  advance,  and  the  more 
noteworthy  as  the  men  of  the  16th  Division  had  already 
been  for  six  unbroken  weeks  in  the  line,  digging,  work- 
ing, fighting,  and  continually  under  shell-fire.    Some 
groups  of  Germans  in  the  village  attempted  a  short 
and  hopelea-i  resistance,  but  the  greater  number  threw 
their  arms  down  and  their  hands  up.    It  is  said  that 
a  detachment  of  six  Argylls  got  into  Martinpuich  some 
little  time  before  their  comrades,  owing  to  some  gap 
in  the  defences,  and  that  they  not  only  held  their  own 
there,  but  were  found  when  reinforced  to  be  mounting 
guard  over  fifty  prisoners.    Among  many  anecdotes 
of  military  virtue  may  be  cited  that  of  a  sMgeant 
of  this  same  battalion,  which  combined  within  one 
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epuode  all  the  quriitiei  wHoh  dirtinguMh  ihe  very 
bert  type  of  BritMh  soldier.  He  firrt  attMked  nn^ 
handed  a  number  of  German  dug-outs.  From  one 
of  these  a  German  officer  was  emerging  with  his  hands 
up.  A  soldier  dashed  forward  in  act  to  kill  him,  upon 
which  the  sergeant  threatened  his  comrade  with 
the  bomb  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  The  German 
officer,  as  a  sign  of  gratitude,  presented  Cunningham 
on  the  spot  with  his  Iron  Cross,  which  the  sergeant 
at  once  despatched  home  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  wounded.  It  was  a  quaintly  beautiful  exhibition 
of  a  noble  nature. 

Immediate  steps  were  l^en  to  consohdate  the 
village  and  to  connect  up  firmly  with  the  Fiftieth 
Division  on  the  line  of  Starfish  Trench,  and  with 
the  Canadians  on  the  line  of  Gunpit  Trench,  the 
general  final  position  being  as  shown  in  the  diagram. 
The  trophies  upon  this  occasion  amounted  to  IS 
machine-guns,  3  field-guns,  3  heavy  howitsers,  and 
about  700  prisoners.  There  was  a  counter-attack 
upon  the  morning  of  September  16,  which  was  easily 
repulsed :  and  afterwards,  save  for  constant  heavy 
shelling,  the  village  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
victors,  until  a  few  days  later  the  Fifteenth  was 
relieved  by  the  Twenty-third  Division. 

Whilst  this  brilliant  advance  had  been  conducted 
upon  their  left,  the  Fiftieth  Division,  the  same  norti 
country  Territorial  Division  which  had  done  su(* 
vital  service  d^n-ing  the  gas  battle  at  Ypres,  had 
carried  the  trenches  opposed  to  them.  They  had  no 
village  or  fixed  point  at  their  front  with  which  thar 
success  can  be  linked';  but  it  may  be  said  geneiaUy 
that  they  kept  the  centre  level  with  the  two  victonous 
wings,  and  that  in  the  evening  of  September  16  they 
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ertended  from  th«  SUrfid,  trench  on  the  left  to  the  ch««. 
n«r  portion  of  the  Porty^enth  MvirionTpon  SJ  ^ 

^  iS'lir*^  r  '.""^-ifi**"*  o»e.  for  High  xiT 
Woodhad  been  finaUy  taken,  and  the  Britiah  line  f!^ 
i±^  earned  forward  by  these  ^endid  LanSn 
battabons,  until  m  the  evening  the  I40th  Briaade 
^n  the  nght  had  been  able  to  join^^Se 

upon  a  one-bngade  front,  with  the  eth  and  15th 

^rr..rK*^i'*^i  ?*  ^"^°"  '^^^'^'  ^ 

one  alight  check,  rushed  the  wood,  and  by  11  ^'dock 

T^o  tSl^^-  frf  V*'  ^^*'*  *^«y  consolidated. 
.Two  tantoi  which  had  been  aUotted  to  them  were 
unfortunately  unaWe  to  make  their  way  through  that 
tomble  chaos  of  fallen  trees,  irregular 'trench^,  deep 
sheU-holes  and  pubescent  decay,  which  extended  to 
a  tlurd  of  a  nule  from  south  to  north'.  The  wood 
now  passed  pei^nently  into  British  hands,  and  the 
Fa^-seventh  Divuaon  has  the  honour  of  the  final 
oVtwe ;  but  m  justice  to  the  Thirty-third  and  other 
brave  divj«ons  which  had  at  different  times  taken 
•nd  then  lost  it.  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  was 
a  very  much  more  difficult  proposition  to  hold  it  when 

fhrrf  ^ '^'^  ***^'  '^^  ^J*'"^  tl»e  guns  of 
tte  whole  Qerrnaa  Une  could  concentrate  u^n  the 
task  of  makmg  It  uninhabitable. 

So  much  for  the  capture  of  High  Wood  by  the 

be  said  ,that  e«!h  of  the  three  divisions  forming 
^teney's  Third  Corps  was  equally  successful  if 
J^and  m  retaining  the  objectives  assigned  for 

The  dividing  line  between  the  Third  Corps  and 
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c^  Horn.'.  Fift.«>th  C««p.  wm  to  ih.  ««th  of  H«h 
»       Wood  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Drop  -ftenoh.    Tlw 
Older  of  the  diyimons  in  the  latter  corp.  from  the  left 
WM  the  New  Zeid*nder..  the  Forty-fiirt  Divwon,  ud 
the  Fourteenth  light  Divi«on.    We  sh«U  follow  e^h 

in  its  turn.  , .    _ 

The  New  Zealand  Divirion  had  confirmed  m  France 
the  high  reputation  which  their  predecewore  had 
founded  in  South  Africa,  and  which  they  had  them- 
Mlves  renewed  on  the  QallipoU  peninsula.  They  were 
troope  with  a  ^.lendid  spirit,  and  no  Londoner  who 
haa  seen  their  taU  Uthe  figures  with  the  OTmson  hat- 
bands which  distinguish  th*m  from  other  oversea 
troops,  needs  to  be  told  how  fine  was  their  physique. 
Thefwere  fortunate,  too.  in  a  divisional  commander 
of  great  dash  and  gallantry.  It  is  not  surpmng, 
the«>fore,  to  find  that  in  this,  their  first  senous  battle 
they  carried  themselves  with  great  distmotion  and 
made  good  the  objective  whJfth  had  been  assigned 

*°  tS"  objective  was  the  famous  Switch  Trench 
between  High  Wood  and  Ddville  Wood,  a  section 
which  was  held  by  the  Fourth  Bavarian  Division. 
Good  as  the  Bavarians  are,  they  had  no  chance  when 
it  came  to  close  quarters  witii  the  stalwart  men  of 
AucUand  and  Otego,  who  formed  tiie  2nd  Bngade  m 
thefrontlineoftheNewZealandbattle.  Themachme- 
gun  fire  which  they  had  to  face  was  heavy  and  deadly 
wpeciaUy  for  the  Otagos,  who  were  on  the  left  near 
Hieh  Wood.  They  poured  on,  however,  m  an  un- 
Soken  array.  spriSs  down  into  Switch  Tren^- 
bayoneting  part  of  tiie  gamson,  sending  back  the 
su^ivors  as  prisoners,  and  rapidly  formmg  up  o^ 
more  for  a  fresh  advance.    The  New  Zealand  Me 
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Bng«dep.«8ed  over  the  oaptnwdtrenoli  and  UvHn.«  ^ 

fi£  ^ifl       f*"  ^"PP"'*  Trench  had  both 
ftUen  to  th«  fine  advance.    The  village  of  Fler.  wa. 

the  New  Zealandew  pawed  through  the  edire  of  it^n^ 

WeUington,  Hawke's  Bay.  and  W«if  n^.^      v 
pudied  forward  into  the  fijt  ^*'  "'^^ 

In  the  morning  of  the  16th  the  reserve  brii»u1«  h.A 
«>me  up  and  the  advance  was  rene^^  far  Sljro™ 

and  SS^i^iiSZ^^^  X^^ 
^vance  the  New  Zealanders  ffi  come  forw^^  30^ 

»Jin  short  striking  distance  of  the  great  GeiZ^ 
^  of  Gird  Trench  and  Gird  sfp^rt    'S 

K  slSl^*  ^"  "^  *"*  '"*  ^«"^8*«"^  ''""^on. 
On  the  right  of  the  New  Zealanders  was  the  Forty- 
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tw„  flirt  DiyWon  under  one  of  the  hero*  ol  tlw  on^ 

the  Qmnaa  tMcch  lioM  wm  the  fortified  yiU^ 
of  Flen.  Hie  Ktaiery  eupport  wee  pKfacutarly 
rtrong,  for  hie  C.R.A.  hed  under  him  the  wy 
effldwt  gune  of  the  Twenty-firrt  Diviaioii,  ee  weU 

eethoee^  hie  own  unit.    !*•  i^*^  "^T^  Ti!^ 
ouried  out  with  the  I2and  Brigade  on  the  left,  tto 
124th  on  the  right,  «id  the  128rd  in  reeerve.    M 
the  Uttelione  «ive  one  were  South  of  Bnglami,  end 
moet  of  them  from  the  home  conntiee,  •  dutnot 
which  hM  fumiehed  eome  of  the  fineet  mfantry  <A 
theWw.    A«  they  edvanced  they  were  in  doee  touch 
with  the  2nd  New  Zealandere  upon  the  left  end  with 
the  41et  Brigade  upon  the  right.    The  firet  ohjectave. 
Tea  Support  Trench,  wae  rapidly  overrun  by  the 
Royal  Riflemen,  Hampehire,  and   Queen  e  Surrey 
battalion,  who  formed  the  front  line     ne  gwmon 
^rendered.     The  continuation  of  S^it^  JT?. 
rtretched  now  in  front  of  them,  and  both  front 
brigadee,  with  a  ten  minutes'  ""t^y*!, "»  **^*T?* 
the  left  one,  made  good  the  eectiona  m  f«)nt  of  them^ 
The  diviaion  wae  fortunate  in  ite  tanko,  for  eeven  out 
of  ten  got  over  the  firrt  line,  and  some  eumved  tor 
the  whole  day,  cpreading  diemay  m  front  of  them 
and  amueed  appreciation  oehind.    The  reeirtance  w.. 
by  no  means  desperate  save  by  a  few  machine^«». 
who  were  finaUy  scared  or  butted  out  of  th«r  ^p^ 

mente  by  the  iron  monrtere.  T^ot^^^-H 
service,  cutting  the  wire  to  the  west  oil^J^' 
and  the  viUage  was  opened  up  to  the  "*onn«s,  who 
rushed  into  it  shortly  after  eight  o'doct  One  tank 
went  np  the  east  side  of  the  ViUage  and  crush^ 
two  houses  containing  machme-gnne,  while  anotw 
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^^T^.^  *•"  "**"  •*'^ :  "d  yrt  another  Qi,n« 

£^;i.    S!  ^'•™*"  "^  ^•^''  -^T  -^i-^d 
which  feU  h^y^y  upon  the  .Ire^iv  worn  rroous  whV 

number  of  officer  ca««lti«i.    Shortly  ,f,.r  ten  o'S 

to  forwMd  with  »  nuxed  party  of  ,o.)  mea  w!S 
^me  Lew,,  gun..  .«,d  h«l  ertabluAed  u  strong  poiS 

•ewe.    The  divifflon  had  become  somewhat  acattered 
P^y  owjng  to  the  .treet  fighting  in  Bler»  and  pS 

S^Tu*^  "^*^.  ^'*«*"'  »P*»»  «»«  right.  lC 

te^w,^.J  own  comrade,  upon  theTft:  ^j^ 
ttat  t.  left  flank  wa-  open,  it  fell  back  and  took^ 

iouth  of  Bleia,  where  it  remained 

The"^'  *i"'  ''^'^  ^'*^«  ^"  ^  •«««'  twuble. 
ii«  pnwuM  of  counter-attack  in  front  of  it  had 

te^k  heavy  t^t  there  was  a  general  falSg 
b^  of  a»e  more  advanced  units,  nis  retro3 
r^  J"  '^^  ^^  *^«  BrigaTS^^! 
J  B^^  •  *^*'°"  °^  *^«  228th  KeT CompT; 

J«ed  battalion,  in  Flers  Trench,  and  J^t  ?hem 
wrroo  ^agam,  working  m  conjunction  with  the 
N«.  Zealand  3rd  (Rifle)  Brigade  to  the  norSL^ 
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oumB  the  village.    Avoiding  the  centre  of  Flers,  which  was 

±_     flaring  and  flaming  with  shells  like  the  live  crater  of 

The        a  volcano,  these  troops  skirted  the  flank  of  the  houses 

5^ta       and  by  2  p.m.  had  arrived  once  more  at  the  north  and 

SO""""-    north-west  of  the  hamlet.    Five  Vickers  guns  were 

brought  up,  and  the  position  made  good  by  2  p.m., 

the  Brigadier-General  being  personally  most  active  in 

this  reorganisation  of  his  line. 

Whilst  the  122nd  Brigade  had  met  and  overcome 
this  momentary  set-back,  the  124th  upon  the  right  had 
endured  a  similar  experience^ and  had  come  out  of  it 
with  equal  constancy.    Shortly  after  one  they  had 
fallen  back  to  Flers  Trench,  where  they  were  rallied 
by  their  Brigadier,  and  moved  forward  again  accom- 
panied by  some  stray  units  of  the  Fourteenth  Division. 
About  3  P.M.  they  were  reinforced  bv'  tTO  fresh  com- 
panies of  the  23rd  Middlesex  from  the  reserve  brigade. 
By  half-past  four  the  whole  of  the  remains  of  the 
division  were  north  of  Flers  in  a  ragged  but  indomit- 
able line,  steadily  winning  ground  once  more,  and 
pushing  back  the  German  attack.    By  half-past  six 
they  had  got  level  with  Flea  Trench  and  Hogshead, 
and  were  close  to  the  great  Gird  Trench.    Some  of 
the  124th  tried  hard  to  establish  themselves  in  this 
important  work,  but  lost  heavily  from  a  machine- 
gun  established  in  a  cornfield  upon  their  right.    At 
seven  o'clock  the  advanced  line  was  consolidated, 
and  the  scattered  units  reorganised  so  far  as  the 
want  of  officers  would  permit.    Very  many  of  the 
latter,  including  Colonel  Ash  of  the  23rd  MiddlesM, 
had  been  killed  or  wounded.    The  11th  Queen's, 
from  the  reserve  brigade,  was  sent  up  to  strengthen 
the  front  posts,  while  an  officer  of  the  same  battalion 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Flers  defences.    No 
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tank  WM  left  intact  in  the  evening,  but  thev  had  oh,™ 
amp^y  justified  themselves  andlZ  brillianrwS  ^ 
in  this  section  of  the  battlefield  "»«"»  worK     __ 

The  morning  of  September  16  saw  a  forward  move- 

shared  in  by  tte  divjsions  upon  both  wings.    The 
Mth  Bngade  of  the  Twenty-first  Division  h«i  been 

the  Forty-first  for  the  purpose  of  this  attack,  so  that 
Jhe  subsequent  lo«es  fell  upon  the  North-couiitrymen 

SL   IT  P*  ^"'^'^  *''°"*  200  yards  and  estab- 
hshed  Itself  close  to  the  great  trench,  but  the  lossi 
wei^  heavy,  the  machine-guns  active,  and  faS 
progress  was  for  the  moment  impossible.    The  9th 
Yorbhire  Light  Infantry  and  IsZ  D^ham  LigS 
^fantry  were  the  chief  sufferers  in  this  affair.    Upon 
September  17  the  Fifty-fifth  Division  relieved  Z 
Forty-first,  whose  record  for  the  battle  was  certainly 
a  glonous  one,   as  in   one   day   they  had   taken 
T^  Support,  Switch  Trench,  Flers  Trench,   Fle« 
vdlage.  Box  and  Cox  and  Flea  Trench,  any  one  o" 
which  might  be  considered  an  achievement.    How 

fact  that  nearly  60  per  cent  had  fallen.  The  losses 
tL^o,i^*^  ""^  .5^°"*  "  '»'«'^'  '"'d  those  of 
ott  „fol7"*^"r"^*~"*-  Altogether  149  officers 
out  of  251  and  2994  out  of  about  7fi00  were  killed 

17°^^-  J^  opponents  both  of  the  Forty-first 
•nd  of  the  Fourteenth  Divisions  were  the  Fifth 
Bavarian  Kvision,  who  held  the  German  line  from 
iners  to  Ginchy,  and  must  have  been  weU-nieh 
annihilated  in  the  action.  ^ 

The  story  of  the  Fourteenth  Light  Division  has 
<»«>  to  some  extent  told  in  recounting  the  experiences 
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of  the  Forty-fiMt  Division,  as  the  two  •dvanced  aide 
by  side  upon  prolongation*  of  the  same  trenches,  with 
equal  dangers  and  equal  successes.    No  village  fell 
within  the  sphere  of  their  actual  operations,  though  a 
complete  victory  would  have  brought  them  to  Guede- 
court,  but  it  was  part  of  their  task  to  sweep  up  the 
German  trenches  to  the  norih  of  Delville  Wood, 
especially  the  Tea  Support  and  the  Switch  Trendi. 
This   task  was   committed   to    the    4l8t  Brigade, 
consisting  entirely  of  Rifle  Brigade  or  Royal  Rifle 
Battalions.    The  advance  was  for  600  yards  downhill, 
and  then  up  a  long  slope  of  700  yards,  which  leads  to 
a  plateau  about  200  yards  across,  with  the  Switch 
Trench  in  the  centre  of  it.    The  Riflemen  swept  over 
this  space  with  a  splendid  dash  which  showed  that 
they  had  inherited  all  those  qualities  of  the  old  60th 
which  were  cultivated  by  Sir  John  Moore  and  cele- 
brated by  Napier,  qualities'which  were  always  shared 
by  their  comrades  of  the  Rifle  Brigade.    Regardless 
of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  so  eager  that  they  occasion- 
ally were  struck  on  the  backs  by  their  own  shrapnel, 
the  long  thin  lines  pushed  forward  in  perfect  forma- 
tion, the  8th  Rifles  and  8th  Rifle  Brigade  in  front, 
with  the  7th  Battalions  of  the  same  regiments  in  dose 

support. 

By  ten  o'clock  they  had  cleared  the  network  ol 
trenches  in  front  of  them  and  gone  forward  2000 
yards.  The  main  attack  was  carried  on  by  the  42nd 
Brigade,  composed  also  of  Riflemen  with  the  6ti 
Oxford  and  Bucks  and  6th  Shropshires.  This 
brigade  pushed  on,  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the 
Forty-first  Division  upon  the  left,  but  gradually 
losing  touch  with  the  Guards  upon  their  right,  so  that 
a  dangerous  gap  was  created.    It  was  covered  by  the 
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7th  Diy«,onaI  Artilleiy  «  weU  as  by  ita  own  gana.  ou™. 
feUow-bngade   which  had  cleared  the  first  trenches   ^ 

Se  Cf  1       ^«  **f  '^•'  "^  **•«  Switch  Trench.   ^^ 
TJe  front  hne  from  the  left  consisted  of  the  6th  *»"- 
Shropdures  and  9th  Rifle  Brigade,  with  the  6th  Orford 

^^T^k""^."***  ^*«  •^*^-  ^<""  th«  begin- 
ning the   brigade  was  under  heavy  fire,   and  the 

S"!       '^\y<>^  was  twice  wounded    wh^h 

The  first  obstacle.  Gap  Trench,  was  safely  carried,  and 
tte  hne  swept  onwards  to  BuUs  Road  where  they  were 

f^I^n'^'^^lf  "  ^  *"8^«  »°d  silencing 
rtHT^  ^^*  *''°"8*'  '*  "«  '*»«"  destroyed^ 
the  moment  of  victory.  The  losses  in  the  two  rifle 
battahons  were  especiaUy  heavy  as  the  right  fl«ik 

Znr^*"^  *°  *^'  8ap  which  had  formed. 
Tbs  deadly  fire  held  up  the  flank,  with  the  result  that 
tte  Shropshires  and  Orfords  who  were  less  exposed 
to  It  «K>n  found  themselves  considerably  in  Zan^ 

w  Jiw  '^Tt'"'  ^^•"^  '^'^y  *°™«1  »  ^^  which 
R^r^  wv*  "*  ""'^"*^y  ^y  *^«  "'rival  of  the  9th 
^.    At  this  penod  Urge  reinforcements  of  the 

S7^T-^'f"«  ^*°  ^^  Trench  and  Gird 
&H  ^^  *"  ^''*-  '^  "^""^  ^^^^  they  that 
Se  S!^^?  a  counter-attack  upon  the  right  W 
of  the  45tod  Bngade,  but  this  was  brought  to  a  stand. 
»d  finaUy  broken  up  by  rifle  and  Lewis-gmi  fire 
^e  wpportmg  43rd  Brigade  came  up  in  the^ening 
«dtook  over  the  ground  gained,  together  with  foui 
a«naan  guns  which  had  been  captured.  The  final 
^l^ri"*'  T  ^^  ^^  ^'^o"  ^  won  it» 
^l^«.  if"  °*  *^*  ^^  T^^l'  which  repre- 
«nted  the  n«t  great  task  which  should  be  attem/ted 
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c«™  Hy  the  Army-ft  task  which,  aa  already  ahown,  was 
X       attempted  by  three  divisions  upon  the  mormng  of 
~~     September  16,  but  proved  to  be  too  formidable  for 
their  depleted  and  wearied  ranks.  ^    ^.  .  . 

This  fine  advance  of  the  Fourteenth  Division 
brouiiht  them  over  the  low  ridge  which  had  faced 
them  "  It  was  a  grand  sight,"  says  a  Rifleman, 
•'  to  see  the  promised  land  lying  green  at  one  s  feet, 
with  Germans  moving  across  the  open,  and  ammum- 
tion  waggons  going  at  a  trot  to  and  from  their  batteries, 
but  the  grandest  sight  of  the  day  was  seeing  the 
battaUons  advance,  the  meA  dancing  along  only  too 
anxious  to  get  to  close  grips  with  the  enemy. 

Among  many  brave  deeds  recorded  of  the  diviaou 
there  was  none  finer  than  those  of  a  captain  and  a 
corporal,  both  of  the  Medical  Service,  who  stay<^  in 
the  open  all  day  in  spite  of  wounds,  tending  tho-!= 
who  were  hardly  worse  than  themselves. 

On  the  evening  of  September  16  there  was  an 
advance  of  the  43rd  Brigade,  consisting  of  Somerset, 
Durham,  Cornish,  and  Yorkshire  Light  Infantay, 
which  succeeded  in  establishing  itself  m  the  burd 
Trench,  though  they  found  it  impossible  to  get  as  far 
as  the  Gird  Support.  This  successful  advance  was 
supported  by  the  Shropshire  and  Oxford  battahons 
of  the  42nd  Brigade,  who  estabUshed  flank  protections 
and  got  into  touch  with  the  Guards  in  Gap  Trench 
upon  the  right.  The  Fourteenth  Division  wa«  with- 
drawn from  the  line  after  this,  and  their  pUce  taken 
bv  the  Twenty-first. 

We  have  now  briefly  considered  the  operatioM 
carried  out  during  this  great  battle  by  Horne. 
Fifteenth  Corps.  Upon  their  nght,  stretching  from 
the  neighbouriiood  of  Ginchy  to  the  left  of  the  French 
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Amy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Comblea,  was  Cavan'8  c«.. 
Jfourteenth  Corps,  which  contained  in  its  battle  line      * 
the  Guards  the  Sixth  Division,  and  the  86th  London   Th~ 
Terntonal  Division.    Takbg  them,  as  always,  from  ^l^ 
G^u^'  ^^  ^^  *"^"'*  *''*  progress  of  the  *""•• 

The  Guards  Division  had  taken  over  the  Ginchy 
Section  some  days  previously  from  the  Irish  Division 
«id  had  at  once  found  themselves  involved  in  verjl 
hea^  fighting,,  which  left  them  a  good  deal  weakened 
for  the  great  advance.    They  were  faced  by  a  strong 
system  of  trenches,  and  especially  by  one  stronghold 
upon  their  nght  front,  caUed  the  Quadrilateral,  which 
was  a  most  formidable  thorn,  not  only  in  their  side 
but  also  m  that  of  the  Sixth  Division  upon  the  right 
On  September  13  and  14  these  two  divisions  strove 
hard,  and  sustained  heavy  losses  in  the  endeavour 
todear  their  front  of,  and  to  outflank,  this  serious 
obstacle,   and  some  account  of  these   preliminary 
operations  may  be  here  introduced,  although,  as 
explamed,   they    were  antecedent   to   the    general 
engagement.    The  attack  upon  the  German  trenches 
on  tiie  evening  of   September   13   was  begun  by 
Uie  Sixth  Division,  which  advanced  with  the  71st 
Brigade  upon  the   left,   the   Sixteenth   upon   the 
nght,   and   the   Eighteenth   in   reserve.    For   600 
JJMds  the  advance  was  successful  until  it  reached 

wl!!t  ^  '****  ^^"^  ^^^"^  ^°'"  ^""^''y  to  I*«^e 
Wood.  Here  the  leading  battalions  of  the  71st 
Brigade,  the  2nd  Sherwood  Foresters  upon  the  left 
»nd  the  9th  Suffolk  upon  the  right,  were  held  up 
^  a  funous  fire  which  caused  them  heavy  losses, 
ine  8th  Bedford,  one  of  the  leading  battalions  of 
Me  16th  Brigade,  was  also  heavily  punished.    Many 


i  '-'I 


I  .: 


i  if''-' 

;  I.  -i 


I 


'i 


GkAmB 
X 

Tlw 

Bdtb 

sflba 


I        * 


m        THB  MtmSH  CAMPAIGN,  1016 

offioera  feU,  including  Major  Mack  of  the  SufioUffl,  a 
oiviUan-bred  soldier  over  sixty  years  of  age,  who  had 
distinguished  himself  by  his  fiery  courage.  The  2nd 
Brigade  of  Guards  had  advanced  upon  the  left,  near 
Ginchy  Telegraph,  and  had  also  forced  their  way  as 
far  as  the  road,  ishere  they  were  held  up  partly  by 
a  terrific  barrage  from  the  north-east  and  partly  by 
the  murderous  fire  from  the  Quadrangle.  The  whole 
line  dug  in  upon  the  ground  they  had  won  and  waited 
for  a  farther  push  in  the  morning.  In  this  action 
No.  2  Company  of  the  2nd  Irish  Guards  suffered 
heavy  casualties  from  close^range  fire. 

On  September  14  a  second  attempt  was  made  to 
get  forward,  the  action  being  a  purely  local  one,  but 
extending  over  a  considerable  space  from  Gmchy  to 
near  Leuie  Wood,  with  its  centre  on  the  line  of  Ginchy 
Telegraph.    The  3rd  Brigade  of  Guards  came  into 
action  this  morning  and  made  some  progress  in  the 
orchard  north  of  Ginchy.    At  the  same  time,  the  2nd 
Sherwoods  got  astride  of  the  Uttle  railway  which  inter- 
sected their  position.    The  gains  were  inconsiderable, 
however,  which  could  not  be  said  for  the  losses, 
mostly  due  to  machine-gun  fire  from  the  Quadrangle. 
The  fact  that  this  point  was  still  untaken  gave  the 
whole  Fourteenth  Corps  a  very  difficult  start  for  the 
general  action  upon  September  15  to  which  we  now 

come.  1    /-,    _i 

On  the  signal  for  the  general  advance  the  GnawB 
Division  advanced  on  the  front  between  Delville 
Wood  and  Ginchy.  The  1st  Guards  Brigade  was  on 
the  left,  the  2nd  on  the  right,  and  the  3rd  in  reserve. 
The  front  line  of  battalions  counting  from  the  Idt 
were  the  3rd,  2nd,  and  Ist  Coldatreams  with  the  3ni 
Grenadiers  as  right  flank.    Behind,  in  the  second  Ime 
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from  the  left,  were  the  1st  Iriah,  2nd  Grenadier..  2nd  oi„„ 
Imh,  and  Irt  Scots.    Diaregarding  the  Quadrilateral  ^^ 
iron  the«  n»ht.  which  wa.  hdding  up  the  Sixth  ThT" 
ayuBon,  the  Guards  swept  magnificently  onwards,   Sr.t 
losing  many  officers  and  men,  but  never  their  direction   *"»«"• 
or  formation.    From  6.20  in  the  morning  until  4  p  ic 
ttey  overcame  one  obstacle  after  another,  and  oon- 
tmuaUy  advanced,  though  the  progress  was  unequal 
at  different  points  on  the  line.    There  was  a  short 
•harp  bout  of  hand-to-hand  fighting  in  the  front  line 
trench,  but  the  rush  of  the  heavy  disciplined  Guards- 
men was  irresistible,  and  the  defenders  were  soon  over- 
whelmed.   In  this  mSlfe  the  battaUons  got  badly 
mixed  up,  part  of  the  2nd  Irish  getting  carried  away 
by  the  Ist  Brigade.    The  1st  Brigade  found  a  more 
formidable  obstacle  in  front  of  them  in  Vat  Alley  but 
this  also  was  cleared  after  a  struggle,  the  left-hand 
units  getting  mixed  with  the  right-hand  units  of  the 
Fourteenth  Division.    About  one  o'clock  the   3rd 
Coldstreams  on  the  extreme  left  were  held  up  by  a 
wed  strong  point.    They  were  weak  in  numbers  and 
ahn<»t  without  officers,  so  they  dug  in  as  best  they 
oodd  and  waited.     On  the  right  the  2nd  Brigade 
made  good  progress,  and  about  mid-day  its  leading  line 
topped  the  low  ridge  and  saw  the  land  of  promise 
beyond,  the  green  slope  leading  up  to  Lesboeufs,  and 
m  the  middle  of  the  slope,  not  more  than  a  thousand 
yards  away,  a  battery  of  field-guns  raining  shrapnel 
upon  them.     They  could  get  no  farther,  and  they 
ooDsohdated  at  this  point,  digging  in  under  heavy 
sfteU-ltoe.    The  German  infantry  was  seen  at  one  time 
maroMngdown  in  artiUeiy  formation  for  a  counter- 
attack, bat  the  movement  was  soon  dispersed.    In 
the  evening  the  front  line,  terribly  worn  and  consisting 
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c^m.  of  a  jumble  of  exh»iurted  men,  held  on  firmly  to  the 
»       Urt  inch  that  they  had  won.    Too  weak  to  advance 
~"     and  too  proud  to  retire,  they  lay  under  the  torment 
of  the  ehells  and  waited  for  duric.    The  colonel  of 
the  8rd  Coldatrcf-ms,  in  temporary  command  of  hu 
brigade,  had  «"  t  back  during  the  afternoon  for  hdp, 
and  the  2nd  :  c  jts  were  sent  up  from  the  3rd  Brigade, 
but  the  Genr.un  barrage  was  bo  terrific  that  tiiey  sus- 
tained very  heavy  losses,  including  Colonel  Tempest, 
Wynne-Finch,  the  adjutant,  and  many  other  officers. 
The  battalion,  or  what  remained  of  it,  arrived  m  tame 
to  help  to  crush  a  dangerous  counter-attack,  which 
was  sweeping  down  from  between  Guedeoourt  wd 
Lesboeufs,  a  repulse  which  was  entirely  inflicted  by 
rifle   and   Lewis-gun  fire.    A  Ueutenant   seems   to 
have  been  the  senior  officer  present  at  this  cntacal 
moment,  and  to  have  met  it  as  our  subalterns  have  so 
i^ten  met  Urge  emergencies  during  the  War.    The 
advanced  Une  was  held  until  upon  the  next  day 
the    60th  Brigade,  and    finaUy  the  whole  of   the 
Twentieth  Division,  took  over  the  new  positions, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  a  protective  flank  hne  in 
continuation  of  that  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Division.    It 
should  be  mentiMied  that  the  61st  Brigade  of  toe 
Twentieth  Division  had  been  lent  to  the  Guards 
during  the  battle,  and  had  done  very  sterhng  and 
essential  work.    For  a  short  time  the  Guards  were 
rested  after  this  spiendid  but  costly  service. 

In  the  meantime  the  gaUant  Sixth  Division  wM 
left  face  to  face  with  the  hardest  problem  of  aU,  the 
Quadrilateral  ta^nches,  which,  as  the  name  would 
indicate,  were  as  formidable  in  the  flanks  or  rear  « 
in  front.  With  a  tenacity  which  was  worthy  of  tM 
traditions  of  this  gre»t  division  it  setded  down  to  tw 
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tMk  Of  clearing  its  front,  meeting  with  check  after  r. 

Z 1^?'  •  5J  *^*  ft'  •^'^*  "P««  September!?     ^ 
the  let  I*icerters  of  the  71.t  Brigade  were  able  to 
make  some  progrese.  but  the  8th  Bedford  of  the  leS 

Irt  Iff^  '*^^°«-P^'"*  »>y  the  terrific  fire,  w  Je  the 
Irt  Bufe  had  he«vy  losses  in  endwvouring  to  come 
up  to  their  ad     By  about  mid-day  rlrtu^o 
battahona,  which  numbered  about  i»0  of  the^ork 
and  Lancarters,  flO  Bufe  and  60  Bedford^  had  rnS 

S  TI  T  '^  '^'"'^  ««"»"  Kne.  but  the 
J^ter^  was  stiU  intact.    The  Generkl.  seebg 

oUow  from  a  frontal  att«,k,  determined  to  woA 
romid  the  obstacle,  and  before  eveninrthe  Teth 
Brigade,  which  had  already  lost  1200  men!wM  rldv 

past  the  Quadrilateral  upon  the  left,  working  up  to 

W  Scots  Guards  on  the  ertreme  flank  of  the  GuarS 

oTfji     I.    r*".  rtronghold.  and  in  the  couf« 

Zr,X  '^•^/^^*f'«  l*id  hold  of  the  nortE 
bench  of  «ie  Quadrilateral  down  to  witWn  ™ 
bmidred  yard,  of  the  Ginchy-Morval  Road  Here 
tl  T^^r^^  ''^^'^  '^  ^-*  Yorks.  who  "ok 

2««*  upon  the  pjrnson  whose  resistance  was 
wmwble  These  brave  men  belonged  to  the 
2,'ir'^*^«8''ty-'^t  German  &on.    By 

«»««  far  past  them  on  either  side,  but  their  spirit 
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Jthe  wS  w«  mhed  upon  S«pt«nb«r  17  l^tiw 
Leio.rter.,who  WonMrf  fifty  Germ^i"h*»d-<^ 
hMd  conflict.    Bariy  in  the  morning  of  Beptombet  18 
d^  the  end.  when  the  BritiA  UttJioM.  led  by  the 
Irt  Shiopehire  light  Infwitry,  doeed  suddenly  m  wd 
rtonned  the  portion.    Seven  machine-gun.  (five  ot 
which  feU  to  the  Bhiopdiires)  and  a  few  hmidied 
exhausted  or  wounded  prisoners  represented  the 
trophies  of  this  very  difficult  operation.    The  Sixth 
Division  now  connected  up  with  the  Twentaeth  upon 
their  left,  and  with  the  Itoy-sixth  upon  their  right, 
.fter  wUch,  upon  September  19,  they  handed  over 
their  front  for  a  time  to  the  Fifth  Division. 

There  now  only  remains  the  Fifty-sixth  Division 
upon  the  extreme  right  of  the  Army-4he  divMon 
wWch  contained  many  of  the  crack  London  Tern- 
torial  Battalions,  re-formed  and  reinforced  since  ito 
terrible  losses  at  the  Gommecourt  Salient  upon  July  1. 
In  following  the  fortunes  of  this  fine  division  upon 
September  16.  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  for  wme  days, 
^«aies  of  operations  had  been  undertaken  Mow 
the  great  battle,  which  were  as  arduous  as  tht^  o.^ 
iteeU.    On  coming  into  the  line  on  September  9, 
the  diviBion  'iad  at  once  been  given  the  task  « 
advancing  that  wing  of  the  Army.    Upon  that  date 
the  168th  and  ia9th  Brigades  were  attacking  upM 
the  line  of  the  road  which  connects  G^chy^tt 
Combles.  the  genend  objects  of  the  »dv«ice  be^ 
gradually  to  outflank  Combles  on  the  one  side  and  tte 
Qoadrilateral  upon  the  other.    Some  ground  was  per 
manently  gained  by  both  brigades  upon  that  d»y, 
^Victork  Rifles  and  the  4th  London  domg  mort 
of  the  ^ting. 
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Uoon  September  10  the  advance  waa  continued, 
a  Xr<j£np  of  tree.  caUed  I*u^  Wood  bemg 
the  immediate  obstacle  in  front  of  the  n^hand 
briaade,  while  the  left-hand  brigade  was  trying  to 
gS  touch  with  the  divurion  upon  H^f}^'-^ 
were  Confronted  by  the  continuation  of  the  same 
r^tem  of  trenches.  The  169th  Bn^e  upon  ^ 
Shtwas  advancing  through  LeuzeWood.  and  ^e^ 

hLvy  losses  before  reaching  ite  objective.    On  ti^ 
left  tiie  London  Scottish  and  the  Bangers  were  «- 
tending  east  along  the  Ginchy  Boad,  endeavounng 
to  uTup  with  the  Guards  for  there  was  an  awkwa^ 
Zv  at  Lt  date  betweei  the  divisions.    Th^  vn« 
SL  however,  by  the  advent  of  the  T^^f^^^ 
quentiy  of  the  Sixth  Division.    The  object  of  aU  the 
above  operations  was  to  get  the  right  flank  of  the 
S?  in^Tit^  abetted  position  for  the  battle  to  come 
Upon  September  16  the  London  Division  went 
forw^  with  the  whole  line  at  6.20  in  the  mormng, 
t^ieTth  Brigade  on  the  left,  the  169th  upon  th. 
rieht     The  original  direction  of  advance  had  been 
Zi  and  south,  but  it  soon  became  almost  from  wj 
to  east  as  the  division,  pivotmg  ^\^  ^T; 
«wung  romid  to  attack  Bouleaux  Wood  to  the  noj 
ontTand  to  hold  a  defensive  flank  for  the  whole 
army.    Their  front  was  a  very  narrow  one  to  aUow 
for  the  fact  that  their  essential  work  was  lateral. 

The  167th  Brigade  fought  its  way  bravely  into 
Bouleaux  Wood,  where  they  endured  the  i^ual  horrors 
of  this  forest  fighting,  which  came  especially  upon  tte 
7th  Middlesex  battaUon,  who  lost  400  men,  chiefly 
from  the  fire  of  unseen  machine-gmis.  There  was. 
very  heavy  barrage  between  Gmchy  and  BoiJmw 
Wood,  so  that  all  reserves  and  supports  endured  heavy 
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that  the  Q^J.t    ^"'^^^'^o"™  were  current 
littleSL^^l;^':  «~;«  thi»  -P"'*'-* 

the  Alli«  SrS«  ^f  """"^  •*•  ^^'''^^  ^hi<=h 

Comblee  wiU  fit  ^oTl^T'^'''  *°'  "**  ^  °* 
when  w«  I.J..11  fc  properly  to  our  next  survey 

the  SSilf  *°  "«''*  *'"^  *«  *°^  o»e  more  stage  in 

.    ^"^  Battle  of  Flers  may  be  said  to  m..i, 

m  military  histopv  nn  .         .^   ,    "^'^  ^'^  *Poch 

mevery  wayirjoS£r1;Sw'^«  "^^ 

•aitioism  ud  to  tl.»  j^  !w     "  ^"«  l^en  a  common 

™«n  up  to  this  date  that  our  military  equipment 
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luid  alwavs  been  hi  imitation,  very  belated,  of  that 
"^  St^JXpNow  at  lart  Great  Britain.  w«^g 
—  to  the  Wat,  wa.  (riving  her  inventive  and  manufactur- 
Sg  :  well  a.  h^  .^^ry  talenU  f  -I-^^^ 
Z  tank  was  the  fiist-bom  of  her  fancy.  It  «  a 
S^t^  of  history  that  Brit«n  has  been  the  mventor 
rZies  and  Germany  the  adapter  of  them,  » 
tLt^nS  a  valuable  asset  in  that  direction  conld 
^b^  ti«ough  our  bonds  of  ted  tape  and  «.t 
^thoSndran^  from  tiie  thinker  in  hui  study  to^e 

SElnthetrenoh.    Those  who  have  had  t^^- 
^ce  of  discusMng  any  miUti«y  P'^l'^"^,?^^ 
and  have  found  by  the  next  post  «ty  l'^^™^, 
mi^all  ranks  and  profeAsions.  presenting  solution. 
Snt  cM^  best  underhand  how  active  is  the  u^entive 
SLI^'ol  the  country.    I^Jhis  instance^  Wmston 
ChurchiU  is  said,  during  his  tenure  of  «««».  *°J3 
fixrt  conceived  the  idea  of  the  ^^'^^l^'^. 
details  were  worked  out  by  a  number  of  ^^^-Jf^ 
X^ey  are  owing  to  Colonel  Stem,  a  civd^an  before 
tl  W«,  who  us^  his  knowledge  of  motor  manu- 
S^^d  his  great  organising  ability  to  put  the  con- 
SSo"  hrougt  tiifZ;^  time,  to  Comr^d« 
^yncourt  of  the  Navy,  and  to  Colonel  Swmton^ 
B  B  ,  who  looked  after  the  crews  and  eqmpment     On 
an  average  six  of  these  engines,  strange  modem 
ZSSr.  of  tiie  war-chariots  of  our  a^». 
were  allotted  to  each  division.    The  whole  affair  wm 
teX  experimentid,  and  many  got  -to  ^ubk 
Soui  thrbreakdown  of  machmery,  the  hmj  rf 
c«^  capacity,  and  the  slipping  of  the  catopdk^ 

dS-bandTat  the  sides.  Their  pace,  too^  «• 
^  SI,  as  they  could  oidy  go  twenty  ya^^ 
Se  a.  against  tiie  fifty  of  the  mfantry.    Heno. 
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they  had  to  be  lent  ahead  down  lanei  in  the  ban*™    ^ 
with  the  result  that  the  element  of  aSjiT^  ^T" 

they  were  bad  neighbours,  as  they  drew  fire.    The  ff^ 

«~^twaaaverynuxedreportfromvariousSloS 
Commanders^  some  of  whom  swore  by,  and  othws 

by  the  words  of  commendation  from  General  Haie 
m  h«  despatch,  and  there  were  some  cases,  as  at  S^ 
^  where  the  work  done  was  simply  inv^uabS 
Ae  machme-«uns  were  nosed  out  and  rooted  up  b;fore 

S  ^  t  *"T  •*'"^-    ^'"»  adventured  of  in! 
Jv^dual  tanks  could,  and  no  doubt  will,  fill  a  volume 
to  themselves,  some  of  them,  either  in  ignorancHr 
reddessness,  wandering  deep  into  the  eZjTZ^ 
and  amarmg  rearward   batteries   by   their  sudden 
uncouth  appearance.    Several  were  destroyed    but 
none  actually  feU  into  the  German  hanr  EnouS 
was  done  to  show  their  possibilities,  and  also  t^pZ 
Aat  a,e  Navy  and  the  Flying  Service  had  not  sufficed 
toejaust  OM  amazmg  supply  of  high-spirited  youths 
»«dy  to  undertake  the  most  nenre-rfiaking  tasks 
» long  as  a  touch  of  sport  gave  them  a  flavoM.    The 

wi?it  ^''  '''«'7«*,«"'  joyous,  debonair  spirit  in 
riltSj.'^"''  ^^  *'"'  '^°'"  '''''^"  °*  *«^ 
Summing  up  the  events  of  September  16  it  was 
^thontanydoubt  the  greatest  BriLhv?l^:i3 
Slt^:t""^?^  uch  had  been  gak^upT 
2t^^"-  '^"'^  « the  most  important,Ld 
^subsequentones  arose  fromit.  since  it  WM  then  that 
tte  Chmese  WaU  of  Germany  was  breached.  July  14 
was  also  a  comnderable  victory,  but  it  was  only  a 
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portion  of  the  line  which  was  attacked,  and  that  por- 
tion was  partly  regained  for  a  time  by  the  German 
counter-attacks.    The  batUe  of  September  IB,  how- 
ever, was  on  as  hnge  a  scale  as  that  of  July  1,  but 
was  devoid  of  those  long  stretches  of  untaken  trench 
which  made  us  pay  so  heavy  a  price  for  our  victory. 
From  the  Pori^iw  Ridge  upon  the  left  to  Bonleaux 
Wood  upon  the  right  twelve  divisions  moved  forward 
to  victory,  and,  save  in  the  small  section  of  the 
Quadrilateral,  everythiiig  gave  way  at  once  to  that 
majestic  advance.    The  ultimate  objectives  had  been 
carefully  defined,  for  the  Battle  of  Loos  had  taught 
us  that  the  infantry  must  not  outrun  the  guns,  but 
this  pre-ordained  limit  was  attained  at  almost  every 
spot.    Martinpuich,  High  Wood,  Flers,  Ddville,  and 
Leuze  Wood,   all  paswd  permanently  within  the 
British  lines,  and  the  trophies  of  victory  amounted 
to  6000  prisoners  and  a  dozen  guns.    At  this  stage 
no  less  than  21,000  prisoners  had  been  taken  by  the 
British  and  34,000  by  the  French  since  the  fcteat 
series  of  battles  was  commenced  upon  July  1. 


CHAPTER  XI 

THE  OAININO  OF  THE  THIEFVAI,  BIDOE 

HiTOio  treated  the  auccessful  advance  made  by  c^.. 

S^J^^'nl*")^  ^y  "P°"  September  16,  it      "• 
would  be  weU  before  continuing  the  narrative  of  their  ThT" 

ZS".if^°^.*^  ''^^  *°  ^"^'^  Amy.  upon  the  St.'."* 
north,  tte  right  Canadian  wing  of  which  had  captured   VST" 
Courwlette,  but  wWch  was  occupied  in  the  mai^  wiS   "^ 
tte  advance  upon  the  Thiepval  Ridge. 

The  actual  capture  of  Thiepval  was  an  operation 
of  snch  importance  that  it  must  be  treated  in  some 
detail.  The  village,  or  rather  the  position,  was  a 
thorn  m  the  side  of  the  British,  as  it  lay  with  its 
In^i,^T"i  of  Wllrtembergers.  girdled  round 
and  flanked  by  formidable  systems  of  trenches  upon 
the  ertasme  left  of  their  line.  Just  above  Thiepval 
was  a  long  slope  ending  in  a  marked  ridge,  which 
was  topped  by  the  Schwabdii  Redoubt.  Both  armies 
rfoogmsed  the  extreme  importance  of  this  position 
once  Its  capture  would  mean  a  fire-command  over  aU 
the  Germau  positions  to  the  north  of  the  Ancre,  while 
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oaatm  without  it  the  Biitiih  could  never  reap  the  full  teeult 
"•  of  theii  sttcoeM  in  breaking  the  line  upon  July  1 .  For 
Tka  thie  reMon,  inttructioni  had  been  given  to  the  picked 
SIS'  German  troope  who  held  it  to  reust  at  all  coeta,  even 
2JJJ^  to  the  death.  They  had  masaed  at  least  four  hundred 
gun*  in  order  to  beat  down  every  aiaault.  Yet  the 
attempt  muat  be  made,  and  it  was  assigned  to 
Jacob's  Second  Corps,  the  actual  Divisions  engaged 
being  the  Eighteenth  and  the  Eleventh,  both  of 
them  units  recruited  in  the  South  of  England.  The 
latter  was  distinguished  as  the  first  EngUsh  Division 
of  the  New  Annies,  while  the  former  had  already 
gained  great  distinction  in  the  early  days  of  the  Somme 
battle  when  they  captured  Trones  Wood.  They  were 
supiibrted  in  their  difficult  yentuie  by  a  considerable 
concentration  of  artillery,  which  induded  the  guns 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  and  Forty-ninth  Divisions  as  well 
as  their  own.  Jacob,  their  Corps  leader,  was  an 
officer  who  had  risen  from  the  command  of  an  Anglo- 
Indian  Brigade  to  that  of  a  Corps  within  two  years. 
The  whole  operation,  like  all  others  in  this  r^on,  was 
under  the  direction  of  Sir  Hubert  Gough. 

Every  possible  prepuation  was  made  for  the 
assault,  and  all  the  requirements  of  prolonged  warfare 
were  used  to  minimise  the  losses  and  ensure  the  success 
of  the  storm-troops.  Four  tanks  were  brought  up  to 
co-operate,  and  one  of  them,  as  will  be  shown,  was  of 
vital  use  at  a  critical  moment.  Instructions  were 
given  to  the  advancing  battalions  to  let  their  own 
shrapnel  strike  within  a  few  yards  of  their  toes  as  they 
advanced,  huddling  in  a  thick  line  behind  the  screen 
of  falling  bullets  which  beat  down  the  machine-guns 
in  front.  With  fine  judgment  in  some  cases  the 
supports  were  taken  out  of  the  advanced  trenches  and 
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ooncMled  1  ore  or  there  lo  th»t  the  miweiing  hungfi 
of  the  enemy  feU  upon  emptineM.  So  war-wiie  were 
the  Britwb,  and  80  cool  their  dupoutioni,  th»t  certwn 
enemy  trenohee  were  •ctuaUy  exempted  from  bom- 
bMdment,  ao  that  they  might  form  an  mt«)t  nuoleuf 
of  defence  when  the  place  waa  taken. 

The  Canadian  Corpe  were  to  attack  from  Couroe- 
lette  »>pon  the  right,  but  their  advance  waa  only 
indirecUy  concerned  with  Thiepval  Village,  being 
directed  toward,  the  ridge  wUch  runa  north-wMt 
of  Courcelette  to  the  Bchwaben  Redoubt.  Next  to 
the  Canadians  on  the  left  waa  the  Eleventh  Divmon, 
and  on  their  left  the  Thirteenth,  which  had  been 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  the  U6th  Brigade 
of  the  Forty-ninth  Division.  The  latter  bngade  held 
ihe  original  Britiah  front  line  during  the  actaon  ao 
as  to  rSeaae  the  whole  of  the  Eighteenth  Division 
for  the  advance.  The  immediate  objective  of  tto 
division  was  Thiepval  Village,  to  be  foUowed  by  the 
Schwaben  Redoubt.  Those  of  the  Eleventh  Division 
on  its  right  were  Zollem  and  Stuff  Redoubts. 

The  Eighteenth  Division  assaulted  with  two 
brigades,  the  63rd  on  the  right,  the  Mth  on  the  left, 
each  being  confronted  by  a  network  of  trenches 
backed  by  portions  of  the  shattered  village.  The 
advance  was  from  south  to  north,  and  at  right  ajnglea 
to  the  original  British  trench  line.  The  hour  of  fato 
was  12.36  in  the  afternoon  of  September  26. 

The  average  breadth  of  No  Man's  Land  was  250 
yards,  which  was  crossed  by  these  steady  towP*  »» 
;  dow,  plodding  walk,  the  pace  being  regulated  by 
the  searching  barrage,  which  lingered  over  every  sheU- 
hole  in  front  of  them.  Through  the  hard  work  (rt 
the   sappers   and   Sussex   pioneers,  the 
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tteiidi,.  hi^  b«n  pushed  w«U  out,  othenriM  the  c.™ 
tMk  would  have  bMn  more  formidable.  " 

Pollowinf:   the   fortunes   of   the   SSid    Brimde  tiT 
npon  the  right,  it.  movemenU  were  eu-  (.^ed  to  SulT 
•yndironue  with  Oiok  of  the  SSrd  Brigade  upon  the  SSr* 
left  Hark  of  the  Eleventh  Divi«on.    ^e  ri^t  3-   ^ 
▼anoed  UttaUon  wae  the  8th  Sufiolk,  with  the  10th 
ll«ex  upon  the  left,  each  of  them  in  eixwavee.    Cloae 
at  their  heels  came  the  8th  Norfolk,  whose  task  wa^ 
to  seuch  dug-outs  and  generally  to  consolidate  the 
ground  won.    The  front  line  of  stormers  roUed  over 
Joseph  Trench,  which  was  the  Qermar  advanced 
position,  but  before  they  had  reached  it  tiiere  was  a 
strange  eruption  of  half-dressed  unarmed  Ge-majs 
yelling  with  twror  and  bolting  through  the  barrage. 
Many  of  them  dashed  through  the  stoUd  Suffolks,  tHo 
took  no  notice  of  them,  but  let  them  pass.    Others 
lost  thett  nerve  like  rabbits  at  a  battue,  and  darted 
here  and  there  between  the  lines  until  the  shrapnel 
found  them.    It  was  an  omen  of  victory  that  such 
dear  signs  of  shaken  moral  should  be  evident  so 
early  m  the  day.    There  was  sterner  stufi  behind,  how- 
ever, as  our  men  were  speedily  to  learn. 

The  advance  went  steadily  forward,  cleaning  up 
the  tren^es  as  it  went,  and  crossing  Schwaben  Trench, 
ZoUem  Trench,  and  Bulgar  Trench,  in  each  of  which 
thwe  was  sharp  resistance,  only  queUed  by  the  im- 
mediate presence  of  our  Lewis  guns,  or  occasionaUy 
by  the  rush  of  a  few  determined  men  m1\  bayonets 
Xt  was  2.30  before  the  advance  was  brougnt  to  a  ton- 
POTary  stand  by  machine-gun  fire  from  the  right. 
AftM  that  hour  a  smaU  party  of  Suffolks  under 
JJeiitenant  Mason  got  forward  some  distance  ahead, 
«nd  made  a  strong  point  which  they  held  tiU  evening 
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QuRia  thi*  BikUMit  young  ofioar  Ming  nndw  the  •nimy'i 

n>  The  nicoeiB  of  the  Suflolki  npon  the  right  wm 

5^  eqiulled  by  th*t  of  the  Bwex  on  the  left,  pateing 
gy  through  the  eaetern  portion  of  liiiepvel  without 
greet  low,  for  the  ueuel  nwohine-gun  fire  eeemed  to 
h«ve  been  stamped  out  by  the  Britiih  guni.  The 
whole  of  this  fine  edvence  of  the  88rd  Brigade  covered 
about  1000  yarde  in  depth  and  accounted  for  a  great 
number  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prieonen. 
The  advance  made  and  the  ooet  paid  both  showed  that 
om-  officers  and  soldiers  were  learning  the  lessons  of 
modem  warfare  with  that  swift  adaptability  which 
Britain  has  shown  in  every  phase  of  this  terrific  and 
prolonged  test.  This  old,i  old  nation's  Mood  has 
flowed  into  so  many  younger  ^..M  that  her  own 
vitality  might  well  be  exhausted ;  but  she  has,  on 
the  contrary,  above  all  the  combatants,  given  evidence 
of  the  supple  elasticity  of  youth,  moulding  herself  in 
an  instant  to  every  movement  of  the  grim  giant  with 
whom  she  fought. 

Great  as  had  been  the  success  of  the  SSrd  Brigade, 
it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  get  on  to  the  Schwaben 
Redoubt,  their  ultimate  objective,  b<wause,  as  will  be 
shown,  matters  were  more  difficult  upon  the  left,  and 
one  comer  of  the  village  was  still  in  German  possesnon. 
They  ended  the  day,  therefore,  with  two  battalions 
consolidating  the  ZoUem  Line,  a  third  in  support  in 
the  Schwaben  Trench,  and  a  fourth,  the  6th  Berks, 
bringing  up  munitions  and  food  to  their  exhausted 
but  victorious  comrades.  The  front  line  was  much 
mixed,  but  the  men  were  in  good  heart,  and  a  visit 
from  their  Brigadier  in  the  early  morning  of  the  27th 
did  much  to  reassure  them.    To  carry  on  the  story 
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be  .dded  tlut  the  whole  of  the  87th  wm  epent  on     "^ 
oooiohdAtion  uid  OB  «  dMug  reoonmumnce  by  liT 
'  «»Pt^  o'  3«  Mrd  Tiench  Morte,  Battery,  who  "T* 
OTWied  forward  elone,  end  nuMie  it  olewr  by  hii  report  Ste"* 
ttet  «  new  concerted  effort  wu  neceeHtry  before  the 
Brigade  could  adyanoe. 

We  ihaU  now  return  to  12  Sff  p.m.  on  September 
M.  and  foUow  the  Mth  Brigade  upon  the  left. 
The  advance  was  carried  out  by  the  12th  Middleeez, 
with  inrtructions  to  attack  the  viUage  -  id  by  the 
nth  Royal  Puailiere,  whoMi  task  was  to  dear  the 
inaw  of  teenchee  and  dug-onta  upon  the  west  of  the 
village,  while  the  6th  Northampton*  were  to  be  in  doee 
•nppOTt.  So  difficult  was  the  task,  that  a  frontaae 
of  only  800  yards  was  allotted  to  the  Brigade  wm 
to  ensure  weight  of  attack— the  FusiKeM  having  a 
front  line  of  one  platoon. 

The  advance  ran  constantly  into  a  network  of 
trenches  with  nodal  strong  points  which  were  held 
with  resolution  and  could  only  be  carried  by  fierce 
hand-to-hand   fighting.    Captain   Thompson.   Lieu- 
tenants MiaU-Smith  and  Comaby,  and  many  of  their 
mailiers  m  the  leading  company,  were  kiUed  or 
wounded  m  this  desperate  business.    So  stem  was 
the  fight  that  the  Fusiliers  on  the  left  got  far  behind 
tJieir  own  barrage,  and  also  behind  their  Middlesex 
oomadee  on  the  right,  who  swept  up  as  far  as  the 
chAteau  before  they  were  brought  to  a  temporary 
tolt.   Here,  at  the  very  vital  moment,  one  of  the  tanks 
the  only  one  still  available,  came  gliding  forward 
Md  put  out  of  action  the  machine-guns  of  the  chAteau 
breaking  down  in  the  effort,  and  remaining  on  the 
««»  of  Its  success.    Across  the  whole  front  of  the 
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ourm  advance  there  were  now  a  aeries  of  small  conflioto  at 
M-     dose  quarters,  so  stubborn  that  the  left  wing  of  the 
Tb.        Fusiliers  was  held  stationary  in  constant  combat  for 
5^    the  rest  of  the  day.    Extraordinary  initMtive  was 
■mtopwi  ghown  by  privates  of  both  leading  battalions  when 
""**"     left  without  officers  in  this  scattered  fighting,  and  here, 
no  doubt,  we  have  a  result  depending  upon  the  formed 
educated  stuff  which  went  to  the  making  of  suc'i 
troops  as  these  London  units  of  the  new  armies. 
Private  Edwards  and  Private  Ryder  each  gained 
their  V.C.  at  this  stage  of  the  action  by  single-handed 
advances  which  carried  forward  the  line.    Corporal 
Tovey  lost  his  life  in  a  similar  gallant  venture,  bayonet- 
ing single-handed  the  crew  of  a  machine-gun  and 
silencmg  it.    Fierce  battles  raged  round  garrisoned 
dug-outs,  where  no  quartet  was  given  or  taken  on 
either  side.    One  considerable  garrison  refused  to 
surrender  and  perished  horribly  in  the  flames  of 
the'i  wood-lined  refuge.    Those  who  fled  from  their 
refuges  were  cut  down  by  Lewis  guns,  a  lieutenant  of 
the  Fusiliers  getting  60  in  this  manner.    This  officer 
also  distinguished  himself  by  his  use  of  a  captured 
map,  which  enabled  him  to  lea^  His  men  to  the  central 
telephone  installation,  where  20  opviators  were  seized 
by  a  corporal  and  two  files  of  Fusiliers,  who  afterwards 
put  the  wires  out  of  gear. 

These  great  results  had  not  been  obtained  without 
heavy  losses.  Colonel  Carr  of  the  Fusiliers,  Major 
Hudson,  and  the  Adjutant  had  all  fallen.  About 
three  in  the  afternoon  the  village  had  all  been 
cleared  save  the  north-west  comer,  but  the  battalions 
were  very  mixed,  the  barrage  deadly,  the  order  of 
the  attack  out  of  gear,  and  the  position  still  insecure. 
The  64th  Brigade  was  well  up  with  the  63rd  upon  the 
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right,  but  upon  the  left  it  was  held  up  as  alreadj  CAm, 
described.    The  German  egg  bombs  were  falling  in     _^ 
this  area  as  thick  as  snowballs  in  a  schoolboy  battle,   Th. 
while  the  more  formidable  stick  bombs  were  often  to  "'"' 
be  seen,  twenty  at  a  time,  in  the  air. 

A  great  deal  now  depended  upon  the  supports,  as 
the  front  line  was  evidently  spent  and  held.  The 
immediate  support  was  the  6th  Northamptons.  In 
moving  forward  it  lost  both  Colonel  Ripley  and  the 
Adjutant,  and  many  officers  fell,  two  companies 
being  left  entirely  to  the  charge  of  the  sergeants, 
who  rose  finely  to  their  responsibilities.  When  by 
four  o'clock  the  battalion  had  got  up  through  the 
barrage,  there  were  only  two  unwounded  company 
officers  left  standing,  both  second  lieutenants.  It  was 
one  more  demonstration  of  the  fact  that  a  modem 
barrage  can  create  a  zone  through  which  it  is  practic- 
ally impossible  for  unarmoured  troops  to  move.  The 
result  was  that  the  battalion  was  so  weak  by  the  time 
it  got  up,  that  it  was  less  a  support  to  others  than  a 
unit  which  was  in  need  of  support.  The  three  de- 
pleted battalions  simply  held  their  line,  therefore,  until 
night,  and  under  the  cover  of  darkness  they  were  all 
drawn  off,  and  the  remaining  battalion,  the  7th 
Bedfords,  took  their  place.  That  this  could  be  done 
at  night  in  strange  trenches  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
German  line  is  a  feat  which  soldiers  will  bestappreciate. 
The  result  was  that  as  day  broke  on  the  27th  the 
Germans  were  faced  not  by  a  fringe  of  exhausted  men, 
but  by  a  perfectly  fresh  battalion  which  was  ready 
and  eager  for  immediate  attack. 

The  whole  of  Thiepval  had  been  taken  upon  the 
20th,  save  only  the  north-west  comer,  and  it  was  upon 
this  that  two  companies  of  the  Bedfords  were  now 
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Cum*  directed,  their  objeotivee  being  defined  for  them  by 

"■      a  captain  who  had  fought  over  the  ground  the  day 

ni        before.    Thanks  to  the  gallant  leadership  of  another 

S*^    captain  and  of  Lieutenant  Adlam  (the  latter  gaining 

^J^"  his  Victoria  Cross),  the  plice  was  carried  at  small  loss, 

and  this  last  refuge  of  the  Thiepval  Germans  was 

deared  out.    It  was  a  glorious  achievement,  for  by  it 

this  very  strong  point,  held  against  all  attacks,  French 

or  British,  for  two  years,  passed  pMmanently  into  our 

hands.    The  losses  were  not  excessive  for  such  a  gam, 

amounting  to  about  1600  men.    Those  of  the  Germans 

were  very  much  heavier,  and  included  600  prisoners 

drawn  from  four 'different  regiments.    Over  1000  dead 

were  counted. 

We  will  now  hark  back  to  12.36  p.m.,  the  hour  of 
assault,  and  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  Eleventh  or 
first  English  Division  of  the  New  Armies  which  was 
advancing  upon  the  right  of  the  Eighteenth  Division. 
Within  half  an  hour  of  the  assault  the  88rd  Brigade 
and  the  34th  had  crossed  both  the  Joseph  and  the 
Schwaben  Trenches,  the  6th  Borders,  9th  Sherwood 
Forestere,  8th  Northumberland  Fusiliers,  and  9th 
Lancashire  Fusiliers  forming  the  front  line.  Keeping 
some  sort  of  touch  with  Maxse's  men  on  the  left  they 
pushed  on  until  their  right  wing  was  held  up  by  violent 
machine-gun  fire  from  the  Zollem  Bedoubt  and  from 
Mouquet  Farm,  the  losses  falling  especially  upon  the 
6A  Dorsets.  Between  ax  and  seven  in  the  evening  a 
mixed  body  of  troops  from  the  division,  assisted  by 
the  machine-guns  of  two  stranded  tanks,,  attacked 
Mouquet  and  finally  carried  it. 

The  Eighteenth  Division  had  still  a  very  formidable 
task  before  it  to  be  undertaken  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Eleventh  upon  its  right.    This  was  the  capture 
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erf  the  formidable  stronghold,   made  up  of  manv  cw™ 
trenches  and  caUed  the  Schwaben  Redoubt.    ItS  ^^ 

^rT«{^-^v"P'''°"8^'°'''«»'J°P«-    No  11=- 
tame  was  lost  in  tackhng  this  new  labour,  ^uid  at  ff^ 

lP^M.onSeptemW28thetroopsmovedfor;ardon^  £- 
*gwn   the  sam'.  brigades  being  used,  but  the  worn   ^ 

the  Mti.  Bnpic  The  63ni  Brigade  on  the  right 
had  the  "ndefeatable  Suffolks  and  the  7th  Que«i's 
Surrqrs  m  the  van  with  Norfolks  and  Essex  behind. 
The  Mth  upon  a  narrower  front  had  the  7th  Bedf ords 
in  fron^  with  the  6th  West  Yorks  from  the  Fortv- 
mnth  Division  m  immediate  support,  the  Bufe  and 
JSast  Suney  being  m  Divisional  Reserve.  The  Ger- 
mans had  got  a  captive  baUoon  into  the  air,  but  their 
gunnery  was  not  particularly  improved  thareby 

,iJi\  l^\"^  *^"'  ^'^°*  ««*  Queen's  on  the 
nght  took  Bulgar  and  Martin  Trenches,  while  the 

S  ha?rilS'  Sri  ^'  '■''  '^''"'' 
nHl  flir  V  ,  •    ^*  ^'^P*  ^ere  now  well 

np  to  Schwaben.  and  small  groups  of  men  pushed 

^  Srr^^^^'"'.^  """^  ^"""^  «>»  *»»«  right, 
Md  tiie  Suffolks  were  m  touch  with  them  and  ^th 

the  Queen  s,  so  that  the  position  before  evening  w«, 

?rS^^^""'*-  .^"^  of  tl^  enormous  stoBnIhold 
was  stiU  m  German  hands,  however,  and  aU  ourXrts 
could  not  give  us  complete  control 

RriS"'  ^l  ''^.*^*  '*^  ^«"'>«^'  !<»««"«  «»«  64th 
i^X  ^!  '  ^^^  ''°*»"«  '^^'^<^'  mossing 
M«ket  Trench  and  getting  well.up  to  the  western  face 
of  the  great  Redoubt.  The  Reserves,  however  lost 
duection  amid  the  chaos  of  sheU-holes  and  trenches, 
dnftmg  away  to  the  left.    The  Schwaben  was  occupied 
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c^  atseveral point., and thetot-ftmtaof that con^ 
«•  ing  poeition  were  at  once  picked,  for  the  light  machme- 
nT  giiiwere  turned  upon  the  German  fugitavesaa  they 
ffSL"*  ruahed  with  bent  backs  down  the  doping  trenches 
«2^.  which  led  to  St.  Pierre  Divion.  The  West  Yorkshires 
"^  were  well  up.  and  for  a  time  these  two  battahonj^and 
the  Germans  seem  to  have  equaUy  divided  «"•  f"^"" 
of  the  trench  between  them.  There  was  stark  fighting 
everywhere  with  bomb  and  bayonet,  neither  side 
flinchbg.  and  both  so  mixed  up  that  neitfier  German 
nor  British  commands  could  tell  how  the  umts  lay. 
In  such  a  case  a  General  can  only  trust  to  his  men. 
and  a  British  General  seldom  tarasts  m  vam. 

Afl  night  fell  in  this  confused  scene  where  along  the 
whole  line  the  Eighteenth  Division  had  reached  its 
obiective  but  had  not  cleared  it,  attempts  were  made 
to  bring  up  new  men,  the  Berkshires,  a  battalion  of 
young  drafto,  reUeving  the  Sufiolks  on  the  right. 
In  the  morning  two  local  counter-attacks  by  the 
Germans  succeeded  in  enlarging  their  area.    At  the 
same  time  the  66th  Brigade  took  over  the  front, 
the  four  battaUons  being  reunited  under  their  own 
Brigadier.    It  was  clear  that  the  German  Lne  was 
tiiiokening,  for  it  was  a  matter  of  desperate  ur^^ 
to  them  to  recover  the  Redoubt.    They  still  hdd  the 
northern  end  of  the  labyrintii.     On  September  30 
the  Bast  Surreys,  moving  up  behind  a  massive  bwrage, 
took  it  by  storm,  but  were  driven  out  agam  before 
they  could  get  their  roots  down.    The  Germain, 
encouraged  by  tiieir  success,  surged  south  agam,  but 
could  make  no  headway.    On  October  1  the  tide  eet 
northwards  once  more,  and  the  Bu&  gained  some 
ground.    From  tiien  till  October  5,  when  tiie  Eight- 
eenth Division  was  relieved  by  tiie  Thirty-nmtii,  there 
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were  ineeBsant  alarms  and  excurmons.  having  the  net  r. 

S  tSS^  n-  r  "^  '^""'  »**«^'«d8  taken  t..- 
Djr  tbe  Thirty-ninth,  wa«  in  our  hands.  So  ended  fnr  ""^ 
tt«  moment  the  splendid  service  of  tte  EiS^nS  ?i*A^ 

m  the  Schwaben  operations,  apart  from  the  16M 
p«d  for  Tkepval.  It  is  certab,  however,  tLS 
^^en  garnson  had  suffered  as  much,  and  they 
left  232  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  victoi.  ^ 

For  the  purpose  of  continuity  of  narrative,  we  have 

but  the  Seventh  Division,  which  we  have  left  at 
Mouquet  Farm  some  pages  before,  had  b«n  Sin» 
equaUy  good  work  upon  the  rieht     Wh«?<?      ^ 

Zollern  Trench,  made  a  lodgment  in  aessian  -ftench 

lorta  and  9th  West  Yorks  had  also  advanced  and 
gamed  permanent  ground,  winning  their  wa7kto^« 
wothem  edge  of  Stuff  Redoubt/ hS  tt^l^to 
^  a  despejate  counter-attack,  but  Captaii  miS 
with  a  maed  party  of  the  battalions  na^hdd  S 
SLf  t'^'.-^  ^  V.C.  by  hisSoZa^ 
«Mrtions  Durmg  the  whole  of  September  29  tS 
Sr  S  *^P°^*/«' «t«»ne.  but  the  di^oni 

^theexh-  astedinfantiywitha mostcomfJrting 

The  32nd  Brigade  was  now  brought  up,  and  on 
September  30  the  advance  was  resumed,  L^hl 
rf  Jis  bnp^e  and  the  6th  Lmcolns  and  7th  S 

S       °*  ?*''''^  '^  '^^y  engaged     Se 
«ult.  were  admirable,  as  the  whole  of  HeErrenS 


I'! 
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caam  and  the  south  of  Stofi  Rodoabt  were  occu^ed.    That 

3CI-     night  the  Eleventh  Divirion  wae  relieved  by  the 

ite        Twenty-fifth,  and  it  will  now  be  told  how  the  con- 

S^    qnest   of   the   Bidge  was   finaUy  achieved.     The 

2^™>  Eleventh  withdrew  after  having  done  splendid  work 

and  sustained  losses  of  144  officers  and  8800  men. 

Their  prisoners  amounted  to  80  officers  and  1126  of 

all  ranks,  with  a  great  number  of  machine-guns  and 

trench  mortars. 

After  the  fall  of  Thiepval  and  the  op>erationa  which 
immediately  followed  it  the  front  British  line  in  this 
quarter  ran  approximately  east  and  west  along  the 
Thiepval-Couicelette  ridge.  As  far  as  part  of  the 
front  was  concerned  we  had  observation  over  the 
Valley  of  the  Ancre,  but  ia  another  part  the  Germans 
still  held  on  to  the  Stuff  Redoubt,  and  thence  for 
a  stretch  they  were  still  on  the  crest  and  had  the 
observation.  The  Stuff  Redoubt  itself  on  the  southern 
face  had  been  occupied  by  the  Eleventh,  when  the 
Schwaben  Redoubt  was  taken  by  the  Eighteenth 
Division,  but  the  northern  faces  of  both  were  stiB 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  These  had  now  to  be 
taken  in  order  to  dear  up  the  line.  A  further  strong- 
hold, called  The  Mounds,  immediately  to  the  north, 
came  also  within  the  operation. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Division  had,  as  stated,  relieved 
the  Eleventh,  and  this  new  task  was  handed  ova 
to  it.  Upon  October  9  the  first  attack  was  made 
by  the  10th  Cheshires.  and  although  their  full  ob- 
jective was  not  reached,  the  result  was  satisfactory, 
a  lodgment  being  made  and  100  of  the  garrison 
captured,  with  slight  casualties  to  the  stonners,  thanb 
to  the  good  barrage  and  the  workmanlike  way  in 
which  they  took  advantage  of  it.    A  strong  attempt 
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OmAmn  on  the  put  of  the  Oennuu  to  prevent  oonaolidiition 
"•     and  to  throw  out  the  intrudetB  was  quite  uiuiucceasfid. 

'">•  The  8th  North  Lencs  were  now  placed  in  the  pod- 

tion  of  the  Cheehiree,  while  the  Thirty-ninth  Division 
upon  the  left  joined  in  the  pressure.  Upon  October  10 
an  attack  was  made  hj  the  16th  Sherwoods  supported 
by  the  17th  Rifles  of  the  117th  Brigade;  but  it 
had  no  success.  On  the  12th  there  was  a  renewed 
attack  by  units  of  the  118th  Brigade,  chiefly  the 
4th  Black  Watch.  This  succeeded  in  advancing 
the  line  for  a  short  distance,  and  upon  October  16 
it  repulsed  two  local  cour.ter-attacks.  Upon  the 
right  the  8th  North  Lanes  upon  October  14  had  a 
very  successful  advance,  in  which  they  carried  with 
moderate  loss  the  stretch  of  line  opposite,  as  well  as 
the  position  called  The  Mounds.  Two  machine-guns 
and  12S  prisoners  were  taken. 

The  British  now  had  observation  along  the  whole 
ridge  with  a  line  of  observation  posts  pushed  out  be- 
yond the  crest.  There  were  formidable  obstacles  upon 
their  right  front,  however,  wLjre  the  Regina  Trench 
and  a  heavily  fortified  quadrilateral  system  lay  in 
front  of  the  troops  already  mentioned,  and  also  of  the 
Canadians  on  the  Courcelette  line.  In  order  to  get 
ready  for  the  next  advance  there  was  some  side- 
stepping of  units,  the  hard-worked  Eighteenth  coming 
in  on  the  right  next  the  Canadians,  the  Twenty-fifth 
moving  along,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  coming  closer  on 
the  left.  On  October  8  the  Canadians  had  a  rfiarp 
action,  in  which  the  Ontario,  British  Columbia, 
Alberta,  and  Winnipeg  Battalions  showed  their  usual 
resolution,  and  took  a  couple  of  hundred  prisoners, 
but  were  unable  to  gain  much  ground.  A  concerted 
movement  of  the  whole  line  was  now  organised. 
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The  gnat  Stufi  Tnnch,  which  wm  longhly  a  con-  CKum 
tinnatioB  of  the  Regina,  wae  opposite  the  centre  of     jj^ 
the  attack,  and  was  distant  some  SOO  jaids  from  n* 
the  British  front.    The  barrage  arrangements  oo-  'Si^ 
ordinated  by  the  Second  Corps  (Jacob),  to  which  SSj]^ 
these  units  now  belonged,  worked  most  admirably. 
The  attack  was  made  all  along  the  line  and  was 
eminently  miccessfal.    At   12.80  upon  October  21 
the  general  advance  began,  and  at  4.80  the  whole 
objective,  including  Stufi  and  Begina,  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  British  and  Canadians.    It  was  a  fine  victory, 
with  20  machine-guns  and  1000  prisoners  of  the  6th 
Ersatz  and  Twenty-eighth   Bavarian  Divisions  as 
trophies.    So  rapid  was  the  consolidation  ^.hat  before 
morning  trenches  were    opened  out  between  the 
captured  line  and  the  old  British  position.    A  curious 
incident  in  this  most  successful  attack  was  that  the 
8th  Border  Regiment  advanced  at  least  a  thousand 
yards  beyond  its  objective,  but  was  successful  in 
getting  back.    By  this  brilliant  little  action  the  enemy 
was  finally  driven  down  upon  a  three-mile  front  north 
of  Thiepval  and  Courcelette,  until  he  had  no  foothold 
left  save  the  marshes  to  the  south  of  the  Ancie,  where 
he  cowered  in  enfiladed  trenches  for  that  final  dearing 
np  which  was  only  delayed  by  the  weather.    It  should 
be  added  that  on  this  same  date,  October  21 ,  the  left  of 
the  British  line,  formed  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Division, 
was  attacked  by  storm-troops  of  the  Qerman  Twenty- 
eighth  Reserve  Division,  armed  mtii  Jlammenwerfer 
and  supported  by  60  light  batteries.    The  attack  was 
formidable,  and  twice  got  into  the  British  line,  but 
was  twice  driven  out  again,  leaving  many  prisoners 
and  trophies  behind.    The  Sussex  and  Hampshire 
troops  of  the  116th  Brigade,  aided  by  the  17th  Rifles, 
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■tood  tidendidly  to  their  woik,  ftnd  ended  by  holding 
^     every  inch  of  their  ground,  ud  adding  a  new  German 
Tk«        trench  which  waa  carried  by  the  Uth  Hanta. 
Suh  From  thia  time  onwards  thia  northern  aeotion  of 

Siy"*  the  line  waa  qoiet  aave  for  amall  readjnatmenta,  until 
the  great  effort  upon  November  IS,  which  brought 
the  autnmt  campaign  to  a  doae  with  the  oonaiderable 
victory  of  B^umont  Hamel.    From  the  point  which 
the  Second  Corps  had  now  reached  it  could  command 
with  ita  guns  the  Valley  of  the  Ancre  to  the  north  of  it, 
including  some  of  those  positions  which  had  repulsed 
our  attack  upon  July  1  and  were  still  in  German 
hands.    So  completely  did  we  now  outflank  them  from 
the  south  that  it  must  have  been  evident  to  any 
student  of  the  map  that  ^aig  was  sure,  sooner  ox.  later, 
to  make  a  strong  infantry  advance  over  the  ground 
which  was  so  completely  controlled  by  his  artillery. 
It  was  the  German  appreciation  of  this  fact  which  had 
caused  their  desperate  efforts  at  successive  lines  of 
defence  to  hold  us  back  from  gaining  complete  com- 
mand of  the  crest  of  the  slope.    It  will  be  told  in  the 
final  chapter  of  this  volume  how  this  command  waa 
utilised,  and  a  bold  step  was  taken  towards  rolling 
up  the  German  positions  from  the  south — a  step 
which  was  so  successful  that  it  was  in  aU  probability 
the  immediate  cause  of  that  general  retirement  of  the 
whole  German  front  which  was  the  first  great  event 
in  the  campaign  of  1917. 


CHAPTER  XII 

'*'"■  BATTLI  0»  THl  SOHm 
Rom  S.pt«ib«  18  to  the  B.ttl.  of  the  Anet. 

"»  ""Sn^MlmL^^^^  ^"""^  ooiidltloi»_ 

J^r^'T '^  *^*  ^"l'  "*  ««».  which  bemn  c.™ 

S^tr  T1^  ^  *^«  oompletene«  of  ^e'  »T 
00^  victoi7,  or  the  difficulty  of  reaching  any  definite  -" 
S^J"  *il?^  *r  once  more^TlK  2S 

STL^^r^K^?^'".^"^  "my.  which  S 
been  treated  el«ewhere).  and  we  shaU  foUow  the  deeda 
rf  the  m,coe«.ve  divirion.  in  each  sector  up  to^ 
«d  of  the  operabon..     We  wiU  begin  ^th  Z 

Mjrtmpmch  .ector.  and  covered  the  line  up  to  D™ 

Alley,  north-eaat  of  High  Wood  wh««  Z,  -^ 

up  with  the  Fifteenth^        '  ^"^  *^*^  '"""^ 

The  line  on  this  western  section  was  1m.  «n+.v- 

admS^'  ^2  "»r^,»««  obvious  marks  for  the 
advance.     After  the  b««je  of  September  16.  the 
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Twenty-thiid  DirWon.  rdiwing  the  Kftewth,  took 
itt  lUtion  at  tho  MtMiM  left  of  the  hue,  jurt  noitfi 
of  MMtmpuioh.  To  the  right  of  the  Twenty-thud, 
oocnpying  the  BterftA  end  Prue  lyrtem  of  trenchee. 
WM  the  Rftieth  Divuion.  On  their  nghtwM  the 
Fiiet.  who  hed  relieved  the  Forty-Mventh  Wywon, 
the  yiotort  of  High  Wood.  Theee  three  div«on.. 
Twenty-third,  Fiftieth,  end  Fmt,  now  formed  the 
Third  Co  Their  fighting  patrolK  were  thrown  weU 
out  during  the  d*ye  after  the  Uttie,  «id  th^r  tont 
port,  were  a.  fM  north  -  Creecent  Alley  wd  Hook 
Trench.  The  general  attack  of  September  96,  which 
•mounted  to  a  con«derable  battle,  did  not  lenoudy 
affect  thit  portion  of  the  line.    The  only  operation  of 

note  before  the  end  of  tl»«.'«*j;»*^J'"  "  ^^"JS" 
a  farm  in  the  front  of  their  Ime  by  the  JOth  ?n^e 
of  the  Twenty-third  Diviaion-a  bripde  which  had 
greatly  dirtinguidied  it«>lf  during  the  time  it  had 
fought  with  the  Eighth  Divwion  upon  July  1.  Thu 
attMk  faUed  the  firrt  time,  but  it  wae  repeated  with 
■ucceei  at  dawn  upon  September  29.  Vnd  the  hne 
moyed  forward  to  that  limited  ertent.  Another  smaU 
advisnce  was  made  by  the  Firrt  Divinon  on  the  mght 
of  September  25,  eart  of  Baucourt.  when  a  pie«.  ol 
trench  was  carried  by  the  gallantry  of  a  P^toon  of  the 
2nd  Rifles,  consisting  almort  entirely  of  Rhodesian 
volunteers,  samples  of  those  wandering  Bntons  who 
have  played  a  part  in  this  Wai  which  can  never  be 
chrom^cled.  The  way  in  which  the  d»tant  sons, 
prodigal  or  otherwise,  came  back  to  the  help  of  thar 
hard-pressed  mother  is  one  of  the  meet  beautiful 
chapters  in  the  history  of  the  Empire. 

Thfc  Flers  front-line  trench  bends  away  from  the 
British  position  as  it  trends  towards  the  north-west, 
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an 


•oth.t  ahhoagh  it  lutd  bwn  iMde  good  over  .  !.«« 

J5J?^  tkojjgh  the  Fiftieth  in  the  oent^lSt  £^ 
JJithwdforthwreection.    The  rtonning  UttXa 

WW  line  Detween  Le  San  uid  Flen.    The  viUMi  of 

B»uoourtUy  m  their  path,  «d  w«  weU  gulCfpon 
the  weet  by  uncut  wire,  but  •  tank  roUediUmStio 
P«th^m«  it  and  the  diouting  infantr/S^ffi 
doeebdund  The  Ulrt  Brigmle  of  r^Sy-T^S 
DivMion.  which  had  come  Uck  once  aai"  iTto^ 
W.  .w-  the  firrt  to  enter  thi.  vlT^M^  ^ 
Je  -xteenth  torn  by  the  Britiri.  from  &etip" 

gflW  capture,  stood  at  an  even  higher  figure 
Jkm  wa.  a  strong  counter-attack  upoTEaSt 
dnnng  the  mght.  accompanied  by  a  shortage  of  bS 
owmg  to  the  fact  that  thTstore  hi^  C^dita^v^ 
by  an  unlucky  sheU.  The  Germ^foT^l^^^ 
rt  «"•  -i%e.  and  the  ruins  were  JL^^S 
by  both  armies  until  October  8.  when  KriSTS.? 

o^J.T'^K*'^"^  '"'^'^'  -""i  momentumTroS 
ovMrtfortheUrttime.    It  h«i  been  stoutly  drfSS 

SfaTSri""'  0"r*«'«'-7^ri«ofthrsr 

u«  at  this  Btage  was  the  very  varied  quality  ofthe 
r^1~  that  the  advancing  BritiJ.  we«  iSr 
mw  whether  they  would  find  themselves  faced  hv 
J^rabMd  polt«K,ns,  capable  of  thro^ZlhS 

S^.  ^-it.^""*^^'  or  by  splenS^ilZ^ 
w^ould  fight  to  the  death  wi^  the  co^^f 
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Having  won  Eaucouit,  the  next  ^^lage  wHch  &oed 
thefiS  line  in  this  sector  was  Le8ax8.unmejatdy 
to  the  north-west.  The  advance  upon  this  was 
LSd  out  annd  rain  and  slush  which  made  nuhtary 
^Sols  almost  impossible.  I*  -"  "f^.^Xt 
tha^  the  tesistonce-was  very  spirited,  but^e  pta^e 
was  none  the  less  carried  and  comwlidated  upon 

^'SThl  week  preceding  the  ^^^Tt^TJ^ 
hard  fighting,  di^ng  which  the  70th  Bngade  wonite 
way  fXwd  into  a  favourable  position  for  the  attack. 
Se  8?  York  and  Lancaster*  particularly  distan- 

^S  themselves  by  th^  g^-^en  1  E'r 
bybombing  the  outlying  German  defences.  Ma  or 
K^a^  Lieutenant  de  Burgh  of  that  battajon 
Sg  the  Cross  for  their  fine  leadership  upon  tha 
Z2  The  decisive  attack  was  earned  out  by  the 
S^o  brigades  of  the  .Twenty -third  ^.v^-; 
which  advanced  upon  the  village,  whilst  the  For^ 
S^nthDivisionmSleanattemptuPonttiefonmdabk 

bIIToI  Warlencourt.    The  lattev  venture  met  witii 

nrsucSss Tut  the  former  was  brilliantly  earned  ou^. 

^eXnce  was  made  by  the  68th  Brig^«JJPon  the 

St  and  the  69th  upon  the  left,  the  ^f^-^ 

Xlencourt  Boad  being  t^e  ^ividm*  Ime  betw^ 

the  two  divisions.    The  attack  was  at  1.46  p.m..  ^J 

in  broad  daylight  the  battalions  ^""'^'^^Ji  ^^^ 

L  12th  andl3th  Durhams  and  the  9th  YorK 

SLw  over  their  sodden  sandbaff.  and  wade^ 

STthe  mud  which  «P*«t«dJiem  feom  tk 

^3b     The  numbers  were  so  reduced  that  the 

^es  formed  only  two  weak  platoo^but  -n. 

^e  lesTthey  advanced  very  steadily.    Capfcam  Blake, 

SSSeUcompany  of  Durhams,  was  shot  dead, 
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but  another  captain  took  over  both  companies  and  led  c«„ 

and  9th  Yorks  reaching  the  sunken  road  in  front  of  t-T" 

the  houses  at  about  the  same  moment.    They  worked  .^1?' 

thejr  way  down  this  and  bombed  many  G^S  ^-V 
m  their  dug-outs.     Here,  as  olsewhere.  experience 

proved  thatthis  system  of  taking  ref-,.efr;S!S 
m  deep  burrows  has  very  serious  military  disadvan- 
tages not  merely  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting 
out,  but  from  the  more  serious  objection  that  the  men 
b«ng  trained  to  avoid  danger,  continued  to  shrink 
from  It  when  it  was  essential  that  they  should  rush  out 
and  face  it.    The  yellow  faces  and  flLcid  appearance 

^KT  ^"''^  '^  *'"'  ^''^'^  -^-^  "^ 

A  angle  tank  which  had  accompanied  the  at'vance 
was  set  on  fire  by  a  shell,  but  the  ^ntry  pressed  on 

S^SS?',  ''"ir",-^'"'''*^  "P  ^^  the  mh  and  lit? 
l^umberland  Fusihers  and  8th  Seaforths.  they  soon 
^  the  whole  viUage  and  firmly  consoUdated  their 

W^"°"  7  '*  ^"^  ""^  P*^y  <i««  to  the  fine 
hMdhng  of  machine-guns,  which  turned  the  favourite 
weapon  of  the  Germans  against  themselves.  Five  of 
ttese  guns.  8  officers,  and  460  men  were  taken  during 
the  operation.  * 

TheForty-seventh  Division,  meanwhile,  inattempt- 
ing  to  make  similar  progress  upon  the  right  was  hdd 
^P  by  ve.7  heavy  nfle  and  machine-gun  Le.  Imme- 
diately afterwards,  this  division,  much  worn  by  its 
splendid  service,  was  taken  out  of  the  line,  being 
replaced  by  the  Ninth  Scottish  Division.  S 
companion  Division,  the  Fifteenth,  had  come  back 
upon  their  left.  The  weather  now  ZL  so 
abommable  and  the  mud  so  abysmal,  that  all  prospect 
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of  farther  progress  in  this  section  had  to  be  abandoned. 
The  old  prehistoric  mark  called  the  Butte  of  Warlen- 
court,  which  had  long  stood  up  as  a  goal  in  front  of 
the  British  trenches,  proved  reaUy  to  be  the  final  mark 
of  their  advance  until  a  new  season  should  dawn. 
Upon  October  12  there  was  an  attempt  to  get  forward, 
but  the  conditions  were  impossible,  and  the  results 
unsatisfactory.     In  this  affair  the  gallant  Ninth 
Division  had  conriderable  losses,  their  advance  being 
conducted  with  the  26th  Brigade  upon  the  right  and 
the  South  Africans  upon  the  left.    Seme  small  gam 
was  achieved  by  the  former,  but  the  latter  were  held 
up  by  a  deadly  machine-gun  fire.    The  Thirtieth 
Division  was  upon  the  right  of  the  Ninth  at  this 
period,  and  twice  endeavohred  to  get  forwards— once 
upon  the  12th  and  once  upon  the  18th ;  but  neither 
of  these  attempts  had  good  success,  partly  owing  to 
the  very  bad  weather,  and  partly  to  the  excellent 
resistance  of  the  Sixth  Bavarian  Reserve  Division, 
which  is  described  by  those  who  have  fought  against 
it  as  one  of  the  very  best  divisions  in  the  German 
army.    On  the  20th  a  fresh  attack  was  made  by  the 
27th  Brigade  with  no  success  and  heavy  losses  to 
the  6th  Scottish  Borderers.    Early  in  November  a 
renewed  attempt  was  made  by  the  Fiftieth  Division  to 
advance  in  this  quarter,  but  the  country  was  a  morass 
and  no  progress  was  posnble.    The  Canadians,  Forty- 
eighth  and  Fiftieth  Divisions,  who  held  the  Le  Sars 
front,  were  condemned  to  inactivity.    From  that  time 
onwards  the  line  of  the  Third  Corps  was  undisturbed, 
save  for  a  strong  counter-attack  upon  November  6, 
which  neutralised  a  small  advance  made  upon  the  6th. 
Le  Sars  and  Eaucourt  were  consolidated  and  continued 
to  be  the  British  advanced  posta  in  this  quarter.    The 
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conditions  of  mud  and  d-acomfort  can  only   be  c«™ 
descnbed  as  appalling.  ^         '"^^ 

fmm  tr'*i^'^^x^'^  *^«  ^"'"^  °*  *«  Third  Corps 
torn  the  action  of  September  16  to  the  conung  of  the 

fomed  th^l^r?^"*^  *^**  *''*'  ^"'^  ZeaUnders 
!^T^^  i*^^*""*  ^^^<''''  «"d  that  they  had 
ttrvw^'"^''l*^'^*''^*^^«^*''^«°^  September; 
they  were  up  to,  but  not  in.  Goose  Alley  and  Factory 

re^was  stiU  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans  iTw^ 
a  desperate  busmess  of  bombing  from  traverse  to 
te.ve«e  and  overcoming  suc^i've  barriS^po*: 

could  hold  up  a  company.    This  difficult  business  was 

fhJt,  t  ^^'^"^  B^ttaMo".  who  advanced  down 
tibe  teend..    It  was  a  Homeric  conflict,  which  las^ 

^^^  T^^''^^"'' '"'«'  '"^  up  to  each  X 
•t  close  quarters,  clearing  away  the  dead  and  dymg 
m  order  to  make  room  for  fresh  combatants  in  thf 
&«n  Ime.  Down  Flers  Trench  and  Drop  Alley  ragS 
the  loi^t  struggle,  with  crash  and  flare  of  boS 

officers  a^d  shouts  from  the  furious  men.  The  Nel 
^^^"rlWatch  had  gained  a  portion  of  til 
Wh.  but  the  German  reinforcements  streamS 
ZT  '  ^f^r f  *'°'»  ^"^^  which  opened  behind 

NewZealanders.    It  was  a  great  fight,  but  by  morning 
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c«™.  it  had  been  definitely  decided  in  favour  of  the  men 
Ml-  from  oversea.  The  long  section  of  Flew  Trench  was 
cleared  and  part  of  Goose  Alley,  open-.ng  out  of  it^ 
was  held.  No  less  than  360  German  dead  were  picked 
up,  and  a  handful  of  prisoners  were  left  with  the 
victors.    The  New  Zealand  losses  were  about  160  of 

all  ranks.  ,     ,       ^.  .^      j 

On  September  26  the  New  Zealanders  tightened 
thar  grip  upon  Goose  Alley,  which  connects  up  the 
Flers  and  the  Gird  Systems  of  trenches.    In  the  mean- 
time the  divisions  upon  their  right  were  moving  to 
the  north-east  of  Flers  towards  the  vilkge  of  Guede- 
court,  which  lay  upon  the  farther  side  of  the  Gird 
Trenches.    The  actual  attack  upon  the  village  was 
committed  to  the  Twenty-first  Division,  who  advanced 
on  a  two-brigade  front,  the  110th  Leicester  Bnffide 
making  straight  for  the  village  itself,  while  the  64th 
Brifflde  upon  its  right,  strengthened  by  the  mclusion 
of  the  1st  lincolns,  was  ordered  to  occupy  1000  yards 
of  front  to  the  right.    The  two  brigades  were  not 
equaUy  fortunate.    The  Leicester  brigade,  by  a  fine 
advance,  pierced  the  Gird  Trench,  and  made  their 
way  beyond  it.     The  64th  Brigade  was  held  up 
by  uncut  wire,  which  they  could  not  penetrate. 
The  result  was  that  the  Leicesters,  bemg  heavily 
counter-attacked,  and  having  their  flanks  open  were 
forced  back  as  far  as  the  Gird  Trench,  to  which  they 
clung     The  position  in  the  evening  was  a  cunous  one, 
foiTwe  held  the  Gird  Trench  at  two  different  points, 
but  between  them  ky  a  stretch  of  1000  yards  still 
occupied  by  the  Germans  and  faced  with  uncut.wire. 
Orders  reached  the  Divisional  General  durmg  the 
night  that  at  all  costs  the  position  must  be  earned. 
By  a  happy  inspiration  he  sent  for  a  tank  from  Flets, 
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and  ordered  the  Leicerters  to  bomb  down  Gird  Trench  c»«„. 
m  co-operation  with  the  tank,  which  crawled  alongS     ^ 

end  ofthe  trench,  and  the  Germans  as  they  rushed  ^l^' 
away  from  the  danger  ran  into  a  deadly  machine-jmn  S"-""- 

£i!«1  K-,T''«  ""  *^'*  »  great  number  w^ 
kdled.  whde  8  officers  and  302  men  were  taken,  with 
a  loss  to  the  attackers  of  fi  wounded.  To  add  to  the 
quamtness  of  the  operation,  an  aeroplane  flew  low 
Z^i^^  trench  during  its  progress,  helping  with  its 
bombs  to  make  the  victory  complete.    Thelault  was 

Bngade  led  by  the  Durhams,  at  once  swept  forward 
and  captured  their  objective,  while  the  110th  Brigade 
upon  the  left  reached  Guedecourt  under  haprier 
auspices  and  remained  in  possession  of  the  viUage 

Although  the  Gird  line  had  been  pierced  at  this 
pomt  It  was  held  in  its  western  length,  and  this  was 

a!?1f  '^T  fl^f^'  ^  ^y  ***«  New  Zealanders 
and  the  Fifty-fifth  Lancashire  Territorial  Division, 
both  of  which  gained  their  objectives,  so  that  the  whole 
end  of  this  great  trench  system  from  a  point  north 
of  STers  passed  definitely  into  the  British  possession. 

whSi^  ^  *''*"'  '"^  *  ^^  g^"*'"*!  advance 
which  led  to  no  great  change  b  this  part  of  the  line, 
«ve  that  both  the  New  Zealanders  and  the  Twenty- 
Jirst  Division  improved  their  position,  the  latter  getting 
M  far  as  Bayonet  Trench.  Shortly  afterwa4  thf 
«ew  Zealanders  were  drawn  out,  .aving  been  23 
consecutive  days  in  the  line,  and  earned  themselves  a 
great  reputation.  "  The  division  has  won  universal 
confidence  and  admiration,"  said  Sir  Douglas  Haig 
No  praise  can  be  too  high  for  such  troops." 
We  now  turn  to  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  which  filled 
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caum  the  remainder  of  the  Britiih  line  up  to  the  point  of 
*°-     its  junction  with  the  French.    Daring  the  battle  the 
division  of  Guards  had,  as  will  be  remembered,  held 
the  left  of  this  line,  but  on  the  day  after  it  was  replaced 
for  a  short  time  by  the  Twentieth  Division,  whose 
61st  Brigade,  especially  the  7th  CJomwalls  and  12th 
King's,  were  heavily  engaged.    The  60th  Brigade  had 
pushed  up  into  the  fighting  line,  and  received  a  strong 
German  counter-attack  in  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
which  broke  down  before  the  rifles  of  tiie  6th  Shrop- 
shire Light  Infantry.    In  the  afternoon  the  69th 
Brigade  advanced  upon  the  left  and  the  60th  upon  the 
right,  closing  in  upon  the  Morval  position.    The  12th 
King's  Royal  Rifles  of  the  latter  brigade  was  held  up 
by  a  strong  point  and  Ictet  heavily,  but  the  general 
effect  was  to  bring  the  British  line  nearer  to  the 
doomed   village.     Twice   upon   the  18th,  German 
counter-attacks  swarmed  down  upon  the  exposed 
right  flank  of  the  60th  Brigade,  but  each  time  they 
were  blown  back  by  the  fire  of  the  12th  Rifle  Brigade 
and  the  12th  Rifles.    The  69th  Brigade  had  made  no 
progress,  the  two  Rifle  Brigade  battalions  (10th  and 
11th)  having  particularly  heavy  losses  upon  the  17th, 
but  they  were  holding  their  line  strongly.    It  was 
impossible  to  do  more  for  the  moment,  for  the  Sixth 
Division  upon  their  right  was  still  hung  up,  as  abeady 
described,  by  the  Quadrilateral.    Shortly  after  that 
obstacle  had  been  overcome,  the  Giuirds  took  over 
once  more  from  the  Twentieth,  and  were  ready  in 
conjunction  with  the  Sixth  and  Fifth  Divisions  for  ft 
serious  advance  upon  Morval  and  Lesbceufe. 

On  September  22  the  3rd  Guards  Brigade  was  in 
touch  with  the  Twenty-first  Division  upon  the  left, 
which  was  now  holding  Gir  \  Trench  and  Gird  Support 
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Mte  north  u  W»tling  Street.    On  thia  d«y  the  4th  Cmn 
wenwietB,  reverting  after  centmiee  to  the  weapon     ™- 
which  their  name  implies,  were  bombing  their  way  t~ 
up  Ga.  AUey,  which  le«ls  toward.  LeeboK,*..    On  ilJS 
the  23rd  the  Twenty-first  on  the  left,  th    Guards  ''°™~- 
in  the  centre,  and  the  Sixth  Division  were  advancing 
•nd  rteadUy  gaining  ground  to  the  north-east,  captur- 
uijg  Needle  Trench,  which  is  an  off-shoot  from  the 
Gird  System.     On  the  24th  the  Germans  counter- 
attacked upon  the  16th  Brigade,  the  blow  falling  upon 
the  Ist  BufEs,  who  lost  four  bays  of  their  trench  for  a 
short  period,  but  speedily  drove  the  intruders  out  once 
more.    The  14th  Durham  Light  Infantry  also  drove 
off  an  attack.    The  Fifth  Division  was  now  coming  up 
on  the  right  of  the  Sixth,  and  pUyed  a  considerable 
part  in  the  decisive  attack  upon  September  26. 

On  this  date  an  advance  of  the  four  divisions  on 
this  section  of  the  line  carried  all  before  it,  the  Twenty- 
first  being  north  of  Delville  Wood,  the  3rd  Brigade 
of  the  Guards  operating  on  the  German  trenches 
between  Guedecourt  and  Lesboeufs,  the  1st  Brigade 
of  Guards  upon  the  left  of  the  viUage  of  Lesbceufs, 
tie  Sixth  Division  upon  the  right  of  Lesboeufs,  and 
the  Fifth  Division  on  Morval. 

In  this  attack  the  4th  Grenadiers  upon  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Guards  were  badly  punished,  for  the  Twenty- 
first  upon  their  left  had  been  held  up,  but  the  rest 
came  along  well,  the  1st  Welsh  forming  a  defensive 
flank  upon  the  left  while  the  other  battaUons  reached 
their  full  objective  and  dug  in,  unmolested  save  by 
our  own  barrage.  The  let  Irish  and  3rd  Coldstream, 
who  were  on  the  left  of  the  Ist  Brigade,  also  got 
through  without  heavy  loss  and  occupied  the  trenches 
to  the  immediate  north  and  north-east  of  Lesboeufa. 
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The  2nd  Gienadien,  who  led  the  right  of  the  Brigade, 
with  theit  rapportiiig  battalion  the  2nd  Coldstieam, 
headed  straight  for  the  village,  and  were  held  up 
for  a  time  by  uncut  wire,  but  the  general  attack  upon 
the  right  was  progressing  at  a  rate  which  soon  took 
the  pressure  ofi  them. 

The  British  infantry  were  swarming  round  1m- 
bflBofs  in  the  early  afternoon,  and  about  S.IS  the  1st 
West  Yorks  of  the  18th  Brigade  penetrated  into  it, 
establishing  touch  with  the  Guards  upon  their  left. 
They  were  closely  followed  by  theit  old  battle  com- 
panions, the  2nd  Durham  Light  Infantry.  The 
Qerman  resistance  was  weaker  than  usual,  and  the 
casualties  were  not  severe.  On  the  Morval  front  the 
16th  Brigade  of  the  Fifth  Division,  with  the  96th 
Brigade  upon  their  right,  were  making  a  steady  and 
irresistible  advance  upon  Morval.  The  Ist  Norfolks 
and  1st  Cheshires  were  in  the  front,  and  the  latter 
battalion  was  the  first  to  break  into  the  village  with 
the  let  Bedfords,  2nd  Scots  Borderers,  and  10th  RopI 
Welsh  Fusiliers  in  dose  support.  The  1st  Cheshkes 
particularly  distinguished  itself ;  and  it  was  in  this 
action  that  Private  Jones  performed  his  almost  in- 
credible feat  of  capturing  single-handed  and  bringing 
in  four  officers  and  102  men  of  the  146th  Wttrtemberg 
Regiment,  including  four  wearers  of  the  famous  Iron 
Cross.  The  details  of  this  extraordinary  afiair,  where 
one  determined  and  heavily-armed  man  terrorised 
a  large  company  taken  at  a  disadvantage,  read  more 
like  the  romantic  exploit  of  some  Western  desperado 
who  cries  "  Hands  up  I  "  to  a  drove  of  tourists,  than 
any  operation  of  war.  Jones  was  awarded  the  V.C, 
and  it  can  have  been  seldom  won  in  such  sensa- 
tional fashion. 
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attacked  the  village  of  Morval  the  Both  Brigade  of     »» 
the  same  divwion  carried  the  German  trenches  to  the 
wert  of  It.    This  dashing  piece  of  work  was  accom- 
gjAed  by  the  1st  Devons  and  the  1st  East  Surreys. 
When  they  had  reached  their  objective,  the  12th 
Glouoesten   were   sent   through   them   to   occupy 
Md   consoUdate    the  south  side   of    the    villaws 
nus  they  carried  out  with  a  loss  of  80  men     In 
the  evening  a  company  of  the  6th  Argylls.  together 
with   the   2nd    Home  Company  Royal   Engineers, 
pushed   on  past  the  viUage  and   made  a   strong 
pomt  against  the  expected  counter-attack;  while 
the   18th    Brigade   extended    and   got   into   touch 
jnth  the  2nd  York  and  Lancasters  of  the  Sixth 
Division  upon  their  left.    It  was  a  great  day  of  com- 
plete victory  with  no  regrets  to  cloud  it,  for  the 
prisoners  were  many,  the  casualties  were  compara- 
tavdy  few,  and  two  more  village  sites  were  included 
by  one  forward  spring  within  the  British  area     The 
Town  Major  of  Morval  stood  by  his  charge  to  ti«e  last 
«id  finned  one  of  the  trophies.    On  the  26th  the 
Geniians  came  back  upon  the  Guards  at  about  one 
0  clock,  but  their  effort  was  a  fiasco,  for  the  advancing 
hnes  came  under  the  concentrated  fire  of  six  batteries 
of  the  7th  Divisional  AitiUery.    Seldom  have  Germans 
stampeded  more  thoroughly.  "Hundreds  of  the  enemy 
can  be  seen  retiring  in  disoruer  over  the  whole  front 
lley  are  rushing  towards  Beaulencourt  in  the  wildest 
dMOTder."    Such  was  the  report  from  a  forward 
observer.    At  the  same  time  a  tank  cleared  the 
obstacles  in  front  of  the  Twenly-first  Division  and  the 
whole  line  was  straight  again.    The  British.  consoU- 
<lated  their  positions  firmly,  for  it  was  already  evident 
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oum  that  they  wen  likely  to  be  permuient  onee.    The 

jm-     QauiM  «nd  Fifth  Diviaon  wen  taken  oat  of  the  line 

n<       ehortly  efterwudi,  the  Twentieth  Divieion  coming  in 

SH^      onoe  mora  upon  September  26,  while  upon  September 

'°"'"-    37  the  Fnnoh  took  over  part  of  the  line,  pnihing  the 

Twentieth  Divieion  to  the  left,  where  they  took  over 

the  ground  formerly  held  by  the  Twenty-first.    Upon 

October  1  the  61et  Brigade  waa  ordered  to  puah 

forward  advanced  posto  end  occupy  a  line  preparatory 

to  future  operations.    This  was  well  carried  out  and 

proved  of  great  importance  when  a  week  later  attacks 

were  made  upon  Cloudy  and  Eainbow  Trenches. 

Leaving  tiiis  victorious  section  of  the  line  for  the 
moment,  we  must  turn  our  attention  to  the  hard- 
worked  and  splendid  Fifty-sixth  Division  upon  their 
right,  whose  operations  were  really  more  connected 
with  thoee  of  the  French  on  their  right  than  with 
their  comradu  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  upjon  the  left. 
By  a  happy  chance  it  was  the  French  division  of  the 
same  number  with  which  they  were  associated  during 
much  of  the  time.  It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the 
dose  of  the  Flers  action  (September  16  and  on), 
the  Fifty-sixth  Division  was  holding  a  defensive 
flank  to  the  south,  in  the  r^on  of  Bouleaux  Wood, 
part  of  which  was  still  held  by  the  Germans.  They 
were  also  closing  in  to  the  southwards,  so  as  to 
co-operate  with  the  French,  who  were  approaching 
Combles  from  the  other  side.  On  September  28, 
while  the  Fifth  "ere  advancing  upon  Morval,  the 
Fifty-sixth  played  an  important  part,  for  the  168th, 
their  left  brigade,  carried  the  remainder  of  Bouleaux 
Wood,  and  so  screened  the  flank  of  the  Fifth  Division. 
One  hundred  men  and  four  machine-guns  were  cap- 
tured in  this  movement.    On  the  26th,  as  the  woodi 
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wwe  at  kat  oleu,  the  divinon  turnMl  tU  iu  attention  CAnn 
to  OomblM,  and  at  S.10  in  tha  afternoon  of  that  day     j^ 
fighting  patida  of  the  IWth  Brigade  met  patrol*  of  -^ 
to^Frenoh  in  the  central  aquare  of  the  town.    The  STSL" 
Gennani  had  oleveriy  evacuated  it,  and  the  booty  vas 
far  leii  than  had  been  hoped  for,  but  none  the  lt»»  ita 
capture  was  of  great  importance,  for  it  waa  the  largeat 
place  that  had  yet  been  wrenciied  out  of  the  iron  graap 
of  Germany.    After  the  fall  of  Comblea  the  French, 
M  already  ateted,  threw  out  their  left  wing  upon  that 
aide  ao  aa  to  take  over  the  ground  which  had  been 
covered  by  the  Kfty-airth  Diviaion,  and  afterwaida 
by  the  Fifth  Diviaion. 

On  September  80  the  Fifty-aixth  Diviaion  took 
over  from  the  Quarda,  and  again  found  itaelf  upon 
the  right  of  the  Britiah  line,  and  in  touch  with  the 
new  diapoaitiona  of  the  French.  On  ito  left  waa  the 
Twentieth  Diviaion,  and  on  their  left  the  Sixth. 
Theae  three  diviaiona  now  found  themaelvea  oppoaite 
to  a  long  line  of  trenchea,  to  which  varioua  meteoro- 
logical namea  had  been  given,  though  the  actual 
meteorological  conditiona  at  the  time  formed  a  greater 
obetade  than  the  defencea  in  front  of  them.  Auimple 
diagram  (p.  296)  will  ahow  more  clearly  than  any 
worda  how  theae  formidable  trenchea  lay  with  regard 
to  the  Britiah  advance. 

It  may  well  seem  to  the  reader  that  the  defender* 
are  bound  to  have  the  best  of  the  argument  when  they 
can  thua  exchange  one  line  for  another,  and  as  quickly 
aa  they  are  beaten  out  of  one  aet  of  atrongholda 
confront  their  enemy  with  another  one.  No  doubt 
80  long  aa  the  linea  are  atontly  held  thia  ia  true  aa 
regarda  the  rate  of  advance.  But  aa  far  aa  it  concema 
the  loaaea  which  mark  that  vital  attrition  which  waa 
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WjiMing  Qmaamj  to  the  bone  it  wu  vny  Hifferwit. 
Thaw  trenchet  w«n  not  like  the  old  pemuraent 
fortificAtione  where  Qenun  offioen  in  •  80-foot  dug- 
out oould  nnile  over  the  wricatutee  in  VVt  end  smoke 
u  indolent  cigarette,  while  the  impotent  Britiah  sheila 
pitted  the  earth-surface  far  above  them.  There  was 
no  such  shelter  in  these  haatily-constructed  burrows, 
while  the  guns  which  raked  and  pounded  them  grew 
•tronger  and  more  numerous  from  day  to  day.  Let 
the  machine-gun  do  its  worst,  the  heavy  gun  is  still 
the  master  of  the  field,  for  the  machine-gun  can  only 
levy  lU  toll  when  circumstances  favour  it,  while  day 
or  night  the  heavy  gun  is  a  conatanf  dread.  We  have 
had  to  mourn  the  swathes  of  our  dead  in  the  open,  but 
the  Germans  lay  as  thick  amid  the  clay  and  chalk  of 
the  Picardy  ditches.  With  fine  manhood  they  clung 
to  them  and  beat  ba.:k  our  infantry  where  they  could, 
but  the  tales  of  deserters,  the  letters  found  on  the 
wounded,  and  the  condition  of  the  trenches  when 
taken,  au  told  the  same  stoiy  of  terrible  loss. 

On  October  7  there  was  an  infantry  attack  upon 
ttis  trench  system  in  which  the  Forty-first,  Twelfth 
Twentieth,  and  Fifty-sixth  Divisions,  together  with  the 
ftenoh,  aU  took  part  in  the  order  named  from  the  left. 
The  weather  was  most  execrable,  and  its  vileness  told 
entirely  against  the  Allies,  since  it  was  they  who  had 
to  move,  and  since  the  superior  gun-power  needed 
few  a  modem  attack  was  largely  neutralised  by  the 
difficulty  m  using  aircraft  observation.  The  attack 
was  at  1.4a  p.m.,  when  the  troops  advanced  under  a 
heavy  barrage  along  the  whole  sodden  and  slippery 
nont.  The  results  were  unequal,  though  the  infantry 
Wiaved  everywhere  with  their  wonted  valour  and 
poieverance. 
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The  122ad  Brigade  upon  the  extreme  left  of 
the  attack  could  only  get  on  about  a  hundred 
yards,  so  heavy  was  the  fire ;  whUe  the  124th  to  the 
right  of  them  could  do  little  better,  and  eventually 
dug  in  at  a  point  200  yards  short  of  the  Bayonet 
Trench,  which  was  their  immediate  objective. 
Seventy  o£acera  and  nearly  1300  men  feU  during  this 
attack  of  the  Forty-first  Division,  which  was  handi- 
capped in  many  ways,  for  the  men  were  weary,  it  was 
too  cloudy  for  reconnaissance,  the  battalions  were 
already  depleted,  and  the  enemy  was  fresh  and 
unshaken.  The  success  of  the  Twelfth  Division  upon 
the  right  of  tHe  Forty-first  was  little  better.  The 
36th  and  37th  Brigades  endured  heavy  losses,  especi- 
ally in  the  case  of  the  two  Eoyal  Fusilier  battalions 
and  of  the  6th  Buffs,  whose  colonel  greatly  dis- 
tinguished himself.  In  spite  of  every  effort  and 
considerable  loss  there  were  no  permanent  gains  of 
importance  at  this  point. 

Things  went  better,  however,  with  the  Twentieth 
Division  upon  the  right.  The  two  brigades  in 
the  front  line  were  the  6lBt  upon  the  left  and 
the  60th  on  the  right.  The  leading  battahons, 
counting  from  the  left,  were  the  7th  Yorks  Light 
Infantry,  I2th  King's  Liverpool,  6th  Oxford  and 
Bucks,  and  12th  Rifle  Brigade.  The  troops  had  to 
endure  a  considerable  shelling  before  leaving  then 
trenches,  but  it  seemed  only  to  add  additional  fire  to 
their  advance,  which  swept  over  the  low  ridge  m  front 
of  them,  and  took  a  long  stretch  of  Rainbow  Trench. 
The  right  attack  was  slower  than  the  left,  as  it  ran 
into  a  dip  of  the  ground  in  which  the  Germans  m 
some  cleverly-sited  wire  entanglement,  unseen  and 
untouched  by  our  guns.    Nothing  daunted,  the  Oxfoid 
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and  Bucks  proceeded  to  cut  lanes  through  the  wire 
under  heavy  fire,  and  one  officer  of  the  battalion  had 
actually  succeeded  in  crawling  un(?c  it  when  he  was 
shot  at  point-blank  range  from  tae  German  iTjnch. 
The  front  line  had  now  done  its  vo/k  and  re  ited  in 
Rainbow,  while  the  second  line— ocatiL^ing,  hom  the 
left,  of  the  7th  Somersets,  7th  Comwalls,  6th  Shrop- 
shires,  and  12th  Rifles— swept  onwards  in  splendid 
form,  capturing  both  Qoudy  and  Misty  Trenches. 
There  the  victorious  infantry  dug  themselves  in  on  the 
forward  slope  of  the  ridge.  The  brigades  were  ahead 
of  their  comrades,  with  the  result  that  their  flanks 
were  exposed,  they  sufiered  from  enfilade  fire,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  form  defensive  flanks.  Two  counter- 
attacks were  made  during  the  day,  but  both  were 
beaten  off.  The  prisoners  captured  in  this  fine 
advance  were  6  officers  and  187  men,  with  6  machine- 
guns  and  2  trench-mortars.  By  the  morning  of  the 
8th  strong  points  had  been  made  and  the  whole  line 
was  defiant  of  recapture. 

The  Fifty -sixth  Division  had  advanced  with 
equal  valour  upon  the  right  and  had  made  good 
progress,  though  its  gains  had  not  been  so  substantial 
as  those  of  the  Twentieth.  The  167th  Brigade  had 
attacked  upon  the  left  and  the  168th  upon  the  right. 
They  ended  with  the  7th  Middlesex,  their  flank 
battdion  upon  the  left  in  touch  with  the  Twentieth 
Division  in  Rainbow,  while  the  London  Scots  on  the 
extreme  right  were  in  touch  with  the  French  in  Hazy 
Trench.  The  fighting  was  bitter,  however,  the  men 
wearied,  and  the  conditions  abominable.  All  the 
battalions  lost  heavily,  the  4th  London  being  the 
chief  Bofferer,  for  it  was  on  the  left  flank  of  the  168th 
Brigade  and  was  held  up  by  a  particularly  murderous 
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machine-gun.  In  the  evening  a  strong  German 
counter-attack,  rushing  in  upon  Hazy  Trench  behind 
a  thick  shower  of  bombs,  drove  back  both  the  168th 
Brigade  and  the  French  to  their  own  original  line. 
For  the  time  the  advance  had  failed  upon  the  right. 

The  167th  Brigade  had  held  on  to  Rainbow  and 
were  now  bombing  their  way  down  Spectrum.  They 
held  their  ground  there  during  the  night,  and  on 
October  8  were  still  advancing,  though  the  3rd  London 
coming  up  to  reinforce  ran  into  a  heavy  barrage  and 
were  sadly  cut  up.  The  British  barrage  was  found  to 
be  practically  useless  because  the  guns  had  been 
brought  up  too  near.  The  169th  Brigade  had  come 
up  on  the  right  and  was  hotly  engaged,  the  London 
Rifle  Brigade  getting  up  'close  to  Hazy  and  digging 
in  parallel  to  it,  with  their  left  in  touch  with  the 
Victorias.  The  Germans,  however,  were  still  holding 
Hazy,  nor  could  it  be  said  in  the  evening  that  the 
British  were  holding  either  of  the  more  advanced 
trenches,  Dewdrop  or  Rainy.  In  the  evening  the 
London  Rifle  Brigade  were  forced  to  leave  their 
new  trench  because  it  was  enfiladed  from  Hazy, 
and  to  make  their  way  back  to  their  old  departure 
trenches  as  best  they  could,  dragging  with  them 
a  captured  machine-gun  as  a  souvenir  of  a  long 
and  bloody  day's  work.  On  October  9  the 
British  held  none  of  the  points  in  dispute  in 
this  section  on  the  right,  save  only  a  portion  of 
Spectrum.  There  was  a  pause  in  this  long  and 
desperate  fight  which  was  conducted  by  tired  infantry 
fighting  in  front  of  tired  gtms,  and  which  left  the 
survivors  of  both  sides  plastered  with  mud  from  head 
to  heel.  When  it  was  lesimed,  the  two  British 
divisions,  the  Twentieth  and  Fifty-sixth,  which  had 
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done  such  long  service  in  tiie  Une,  and  were  greativ 
reduced,  had  been  withdrawn.  The  Fourth  Division 
had  taken  the  place  of  the  Londoners,  while  the 
Sixth,  Itself  very  worn,  had  relieved  the  Twentieth. 

On  October  12  both  these  divisions  deUvered  an 
attack  together   with   the   French   and   with   the 
Fifteenth  Corps  upon  their  left.    The  14th  Durham 
Light  Infantry  were  in  Rainbow  on  the  left  and  were 
in  touch  with  the  1st  West  Yorks  of  the  18th  Brigade 
upon  their  right,  but  could  find  no  one  upon  their 
left,  while  the  German  pressure  was  very  strong. 
The  18th  Brigade  worked  along  Rainbow,  therefore, 
until  It  got  into  touch  with  the  Twelfth  Division 
upon  their  left.    The  Twelfth  Division  had  been  lent 
the    88th   Brigade   of  the   Twenty-ninth   Division, 
and  this  gaUant  body,  so  terribly  cut  up  on  July  1, 
had  an  instalment  of  revenge.    They  won  their  ob- 
jective, and  it  is  pleasant  to  add  that  the  Newfound- 
landers   especially    distinguished   themselves.     The 
16th  Brigade  upon  the  right  attacked  Zenith  Trench, 
the  2nd  York  and  Lancaster  leading  the  rush.    The 
position  could  not  be  held,  however,  by  battalions 
which  were  depleted  by  weeks  of  constant  strain  and 
loss.    A  report  from  a  company  oflScer  says :   "  The 
few  unwounded  sheltered  in  trench  holes  and  returned 
in  the  dusk.    The  fire  was  too  strong  to  allow  them 
to  dig  in.    The  Brigade  line  is  therefore  the  same  as 
before  the  attack." 

Whilst  the  Sixth  Division  had  been  making  this 
difficult  and  fruitless  attack  the  Fourth  Division  upon 
their  right  had  been  equally  heavily  engaged  in  this 
horrible  maze  of  mud-sodden  trenches,  without  obtain- 
uig  any  more  favourable  result.  The  12th  Brigade 
fought  on  the  immediate  right  of  the  16th,  some  of 
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uiAnn  them  reaching  Spectrum,  and  some  of  them  Zenith. 
*"  The  2nd  Wert  Ridings  and  2nd  Lancashire  FuaiUeM 
were  the  heaviert  sufierers,  the  latter  holding  a  line 
of  ehell-holes  in  front  of  Spectrum  where  they  were 
exposed  to  a  terrible  barrage.  The  10th  Brigade  were 
on  their  right,  and  one  battalion,  the  1st  Warwick, 
reached  Foggy,  but  was  unable  to  hold  it  under  the 
crushing  fire.  By  tho  evening  of  October  13,  however, 
the  whole  of  Spectrum  had  at  last  been  seized,  and 
the  enemy,  who  attempted  to  bomb  along  it  from 
Dewdrop,  •rere  repulsed.  On  October  18,  the  88th 
Brigade  again  had  a  success,  the  2nd  Hants  and  4th 
Worcesters  doing  particularly  well.  For  a  time  the 
fighting  died  down,  the  British  licking  their  wounds 
and  sharpening  their  claws  for  a  fresh  grapple  with 
these  redoubtable  trenches. 

This  came  upon  October  23,  when  there  was  an 
advance  at  2.46  in  the  afternoon  by  the  Fourth 
Division  upon  the  right  and  the  Eighth  Division 
upon  the  left.  The  three  -  brigade  front  covered 
by  the  Eighth  Division  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  the  2nd  Bart  Lancashires,  the  left  battalion 
of  the  left  brigade  (24th),  was  directed  upon  the 
junction  between  Mild  and  Cloudy,  while  the  right 
brigade  (23rd)  had  Zenith  for  its  objective.  The 
firrt  attack  of  the  left  brigade  failed,  but  the  second 
brought  them  into  Cloudy.  By  4.16  the  2nd  Scots 
Rifles  of  the  23rd  Brigade  had  penetrated  the  right 
of  Zenith,  and  some  small  parties  had  even  moved  on 
to  Orion  beyond.  The  central  brigade  (26th)  had 
won  its  way  up  to  Misty,  the  2nd  lincolns,  i?nd  Berks, 
and  2nd  Rifle  Brigade  in  the  lead.  In  the  meantime 
the  East  Lancashires  on  the  left  were  endeavouring 
to  bomb  their  way  down  the  maze  of  trenches,  filled 
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with  yard-deep  mud,  which  separated  them  from  their  CHirrm 
comrades.  The  fighting  was  desperate,  however,  and  ^^ 
the  losses  considerable.  The  2nd  Lincolns  had  got 
detached  in  the  labyrinth,  and  were  out  of  touch 
with  their  companions.  At  6.46  the  Germans  came 
again  in  strengUi  and  those  of  the  Scots  Rifles  who 
had  gained  Orion  were  driven  back.  The  casualties 
in  this  splendid  battalion,  which  had  suffered  so 
often  and  so  much,  were  once  again  very  severe. 

The  Fourth  Division  hod  rIsii  had  a  hard  fight  upon 
the  right  and  had  made  no  great  progress.  The 
French  upon  their  right  had  been  held  up  after  an 
initial  advance.  The  12th  Brigade  attacked  Dewdrop, 
but  wore  unable  to  hold  it.  The  11th  had  seized 
H8.zy,  but  their  grip  of  it  was  still  precarious.  Every 
position  was  raked  with  machine-guns  and  clogged 
with  the  all-pervading  and  often  impassable  morass. 
In  mud  and  blood  and  driving  rain,  amid  dirt  and 
death,  through  day  and  night,  the  long  death-grapple 
never  ceased  until  exhaustion  and  winter  brought  a 
short  surcease. 

Upon  the  24th  the  hard-earned  gains  in  these 
trenuhes  were  consolidated.  In  the  sector  of  the 
Eighth  Division  they  were  substantial  and  justified 
the  hope  that  this  obdurate  line  would  go  the  way 
of  all  the  others  which  had  barred  the  army.  Had 
it  been  earlier  in  the  season  it  would  have  been  easy 
to  wait  for  clear  weather,  beat  them  into  pulp  w'th 
heavy  guns,  and  then  under  a  good  barrage  capture 
them  by  assault.  But  this  could  not  be  done,  for  Sir 
Douglas  Haig  could  not  aSord  to  wait,  with  winter 
coming  on  and  only  a  few  weeks  or  dajrs  left  in  which 
to  bring  his  men  forward  to  their  final  line.  The 
general  ponticn  upon  October  24  was  that  the  2nd 
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OBunm  Middlesex  of  the  24t;h  Brigade  held  Zenith  in  part, 
™:  that  the  26th  Brigade  was  in  Gusty  and  held  part  of 
Misty,  while  the  23rd  Brigade  had  made  no  advance 
upon  the  right  but  their  left  was  in  Cloudy  and  Mild. 

Upon  this  date  the  Thirty-third  Division  came 
up  to  relieve  the  Fourth,  and  upon  September  28 
it  made  a  briUiant  advance  which  altered  the  whole 
situation  in  this  section.  At  7  a.m.  on  that  date  the 
4th  King's  Liverpool  of  the  98th  Brigade  by  a  sudden 
dash  carried  the  whole  of  Dewdrop,  taking  100 
prisoners.  The  10th  Brigade  upon  the  right  kept  up 
with  the  advance,  and  before  evening  Frosty,  Gunpits, 
and  Dewdrop  had  all  been  included  in  the  British  line. 

There  was  a  pause  after  this  advance,  and  then 
upon  November  6  there  'was  another  advance  of  the 
Thirty-third,  together  with  the  French.  Again  there 
was  a  good  gain,  which  was  effected  by  the  100th 
Brigade  on  the  right,  and  the  19th  upon  the  left. 
Mirage,  Boritzka,  and  Hazy  were  all  reported  as  being 
at  last  in  our  hands.  The  6th  Scottish  Rifles,  16th 
King's  Royal  Rifles,  and  20th  Fusiliers  all  distin- 
guished themselves,  and  all — especially  the  last- 
named — met  with  considerable  losses  in  this  attack. 
The  Seventeenth  Division,  which  had  for  a  few  days 
taken  the  place  of  the  Eighth,  joined  in  this  advance 
and  extended  the  ground  upon  their  front,  the 
fighting  falling  chiefly  to  the  60th  Brigade,  in  which 
the  7th  York  and  7th  East  York  were  the  principal 
sufierers.  Great  work  was  also  done  by  the  61st 
Brigade,  the  7th  Borders  and  the  7th  lancolns  particu- 
larly distinguishing  themselves.  These  battaliona 
not  only  cleared  up  Zenith  Trench,  but  upon  the 
Germans  countering  they  reserved  their  fire  untfl 
the  stormers  were  within  40  yards  of  them,  and 
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then  mowed  down  several  hundreds  of  them. 
"  The  men  marched  back  seven  miles  last  night," 
wrote  one  of  the  officers,  "  after  fighting  for  forty- 
eight  hours  without  sleep,  singing  at  the  tops  of  their 
voices  gU  the  way.    Priceless  fellows  I " 

On  November  7  the  Eig'-th  Division  was  at 
work  again,  taking  1100  yards  of  front,  6  machme- 
guns,  and  80  prisoners.  The  season  was  now  far 
advanced  and  prematurely  wet  and  cold,  so  that 
winter  lines  were  formed  by  the  British  in  this 
quarter  with  the  village  of  Le  Transloy  in  their 
immediate  front.  Over  the  rest  of  the  line  facing 
north  there  had  been  no  serious  attempt  at  advance 
dunng  this  period,  and  the  only  fighting  to  be  recorded 
was  on  the  part  of  the  Anzac  Corps,  who  came  in  at 
the  end  of  October,  and  took  over  the  whole  front  of 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  in  the  centre  of  the  line.  These 
troops  joined  the  attack  already  recorded  upon 
November  5,  and  captured  that  portion  of  Gird 
Support  Trench  which  was  not  yet  in  our  possession. 
For  a  time  they  held  Bayonet  Trench,  but  were 
driven  out  by  a  strong  bombing  attack  by  the  6th 
Regiment  of  the  Fourth  Prussian  Guards  Division. 
The  Australians  and  the  60th  Brigade  worked  in  close 
co-operation  during  these  hard  days,  and  it  is  pleas- 
ing to  find  the  high  opinion  which  they  entertained 
of  each  other.  "  On  several  occasions,"  says  an 
Australian,  "  we  had  to  rely  on  Yorkshire  grit  to 
support  onr  division  at  critical  moments,  and  the 
Tikes  never  failed  us  once.  We  owe  a  big  debt  to 
the  East  Yorkshires  in  particular.  We  found  them 
the  most  loyal  of  comrades."  This  sentiment  was 
heartily  reciprocated  by  the  Imperial  troops. 

The  fighting  now  died  down  in  this  quarter  and 
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the  winter  lull  had  set  in,  leaving  the  front  British 
trenches  some  hundreds  of  yards  from  Le  Transloy 
and  the  Bapaume  Road.  It  would  be  an  ungenerous 
Briton  who  would  not  odmit  that  in  holding  us  ofi 
from  it  so  long,  even  if  we  make  every  allowance  for 
the  weather  and  its  disastrous  consequences  to  the 
attack,  the  Germans  performed  a  fine  feat  of  arms. 
It  was  done  by  fresh  units  which  had  not  sufiered 
from  the  gruelling  which  their  comrades  had  received 
upon  the  Somme,  and  which  would  no  doubt  have 
been  worn  down  in  time,  as  the  others  had  been,  but 
they  fought  with  great  tenacity  and  certainly  pre- 
vented our  winter  line  from  being  as  far  forward  as 
we  had  hoped. 

Whilst  giving  the  Girman  army  every  credit  for 
its  tenacious  resistance  and  for  the  hard  digging  by 
which  it  constructed  so  many  lines  of  defence  that  five 
months  of  hard  fighting  and  a  dozen  separate  victories 
had  been  unable  to  carry  the  attackers  through  them, 
we  must  still  insist  upon  the  stupendous  achievement  of 
the  British.  Nearly  every  division  had  passed  through 
the  fiery  ordeal  of  the  Somme,  many  of  them  twit 
and  thrice,  and  each  had  retired  with  fresh  honour 
and  new  records  of  victory.  Apart  from  great  days 
of  battle  like  July  1,  July  14,  September  15,  and  Sep- 
tember 26,  when  many  miles  of  German  trench  were 
carried  with  a  corresponding  number  of  prisoners  and 
gims,  there  was  a  separate  epic  round  each  village  and 
wood,  so  that  the  names  of  many  of  them  will  find 
immortality  in  military  history.  High  Wood,  Trones 
Wood,  Mametz  Wood,  and  Delville  Wood  each  repre- 
sents a  very  terrible  local  battle.  So,  too,  do  such 
village  names  as  Ovillers,  Contalmaison,  Pozi^res, 
ThJepval,  Longueval,  Ginchy,  and  especially  Guille- 
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mont.    Every  one  of  these  rtem  contests  ended  with  c™. 
the  Brtuh  infantry  in  its  objective,  and  in  no  single     ™ 
case  vjre  they  ever  driven  out  again.    So  much  for     ~ 
thetaotical  results  of  the  actions.    As  to  the  strategic 
efleot,  that  was  only  clearly  seen  when  the  threat  of 
renewed  operations  in  the  spring  caused  the  German 
army  to  abandon  aU  the  posit.ona  ;vhich  the  Somme 
advance  had  made  untenable,  aud  to  faU  back  upon 
a  new  hne  many  miles  to  the  rear.    The  Battle  of  the 
Mame  was  the  turning-point  of  the  first  great  German 
levy,  the  Battle  of  the  Somme  that  of  the  second 
In  each  case  the  retirement  was  only  partial,  but  each 

f^li,  r      /  ^^^^V  in  the  struggle,  upward 
for  the  Alhes,  downward  for  the  Central  Powers 

In  the  credit  for  this  result  the  first  place  must  be 
given  to  the  efficiency  of  British  leadership,  which 
was  admirable  in  its  perseverance  and  in  its  general 
conceptaon   but  had,  it  must  be  admitted,  not  yet 
attamed  that  skill  in  the  avoidance  of  losses  which 
was  graduaUy  taught  by  our  terrible  experiences  and 
made  possible  by  our  growing  strength  in  artillery 
The  severe  preliminary  bombardment  controUed  by 
the  direct  observation  which  is  only  possible  after  air 
supremacy  has  been  attained,  the  counter-battery 
work  to  reduce  the  enemy's  fire,  the  creeping  barrage 
to  cover  the  infantry,  the  discipline  and  courage  which 
enable  infantry  to  advance  with  shrapnel  upon  their 
very  toes,  the  use  of  smoke  clouds  against  flank  fire 
the  swift  advance  of  the  barrage  when  a  trench  ha^ 
Men  so  as  to  head  off  fugitives  and  stifle  the  counter- 
attack, aU  these  devices  were  constantly  improving 
with  practice,  until  in  the  arts  of  attack  the  British 
Amy  stood  ahead  even  of  their  comrades  of  France 
An  mtercepted  communication  in  the  shape  of  a 
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cmtrat  report  from  General  von  Amim,  commanding  the 
3"!  Foortih  German  Armj,  giving  bia  experience  of  the 
prolonged  battle,  speaki  of  British  military  efBcioicy 
in. every  arm  in  a  manner  which  muat  have  nupriaed 
the  General  Stafi  if  they  were  really  of  opinion  that 
General  Haig'a  army  was  capable  of  defence  bnt  not 
of  attack.  Thia  report,  with  ite  account  of  the  daah 
and  tenacity  of  the  British  infantry  and  of  the 
efficiency  of  ite  munitious,  i«  as  handsome  a  testi- 
monial as  one  adversary  ever  paid  to  another,  and 
might  be  called  magnanimous  were  it  not  that  it 
was  meant  for  no  eye  save  that  of  his  superiors. 

But  all  our  leadership  would  have  been  vain  had  it 
not  been  supported  by  the  high  efficiency  of  every 
branch  of  the  services,  tiad  by  the  general  excellence 
of  the  mtUerid.  As  to  the  -vctual  value  of  the  troops, 
it  can  only  be  said  with  the  most  absolute  truth  that 
the  infantry,  artillery,  and  sappers  all  lived  up  to  the 
highest  traditions  of  the  Old  Army,  and  that  the 
Flying  Corps  set  up  a  fresh  record  of  tradition,  which 
their  successors  may  emulate  but  can  never  surpass. 
The  materid  was,  perhaps,  the  greatest  surprise  both 
to  friend  and  foe.  We  are  accustomed  in  British 
history  to  find  the  soldier  retrieving  by  his  stubborn 
valour  the  difficulties  caused  by  the  sluggish  methods 
of  those  who  should  supply  his  needs.  Thanks  to 
the  labours  of  the  Ministry  of  Munitions,  of  Sir 
William  Robertoon,  and  of  countiess  devoted  workers 
of  both  sexes,  toiling  with  brain  and  with  hand,  this 
was  no  longer  so.  That  great  German  army  which 
two  years  before  held  every  possible  advantage  that 
its  prolonged  preparation  and  busy  factories  could 
give  it,  had  now,  as  General  von  Amim's  report  admits, 
&dlen  into  the  inferior  place.    It  was  a 
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•oMerement  upon  which  th«  Britiah  nation  may  well  cauna 
pride  iteeL',  if  one  maj  ever  pride  oneeelf  on  anything     !t^ 
b  a  drama  so  mighty  that  human  powen  leem  bat  »• 
the  inatnunenta  of  the  huge  contending  apiritoal  T^ 
forcea  behind  them.    The  fact  remaina  that  after  two  *""' 
yean  of  national  effort  the  Britiah  artillery  was 
undoubtedly  anperior  to  that  of  the  Germana,  the 
Britiah    Stokes   trench  -  mortars   and    light   Lewia 
machine-guns  were  the  beat  in  Europe,  the  British 
aeroplanee  were  unsurpassed,  the  British  Mills  bomb 
was  auperior  to  any  other,  and  the  British  tanks 
were  an  entirely  new  departure  in  the  art  of  War. 
It  waa  the  British  brain  as  well  as  the  British  heart 
and  arm  which  waa  faahioning  the  future  history  of 
mankind. 
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Th*  lut  •Sort — Fiilun  in  tba  north — Fino  work  of  the  Thirty-ninth, 
Fifty-fint,  and  Sixty-third  Diriiioni — Sommnding  of  Owmau 
Fort — Capture  of  Bcaomont  HwmI— Oommudor  Fr«ybai( — 
hut  operatlou  of  th*  naiOii — Osnwal  nimy— "Th*  nnwarUka 
Idandara." 

This  considerable  British  victory  may  well  have  a 
name  of  its  own,  though  it  was  merely  an  extension  of 
the  gigantic  efiort  upon  the  Somme.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  fought  upon  the  banks  of  a  small 
subsidiary  stream,  and  also  that  it  was  separated  by  a 
month  or  more  from  any  other  serious  engagement, 
give  it  a  place  of  its  own  in  the  narrative  of  the  War. 
It  has  already  been  shown  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
chapter  which  deals  with  the  flank  operations  by  the 
Fifth  Army,  commanded  by  Sir  Hubert  Gough,  that 
the  British  position  after  the  capture  of  the  Schwaben 
and  other  redoubts  which  defended  the  high  ground 
to  the  north  of  Thiepval  was  such  that  the  guns  were 
able  to  take  the  German  front  line  to  the  north  of  the 
Ancre  in  enfilade  and  almost  in  rear.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  might  well  seem  that  their  trenches 
uo 
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were  untenable,  but  their  position,  although  difficult,  cunu 
WM  alleviated  by  the  fact  that  they  had  been  able  *'"• 
;  -irtly  to  find  and  partly  to  make  a  wriea  of  excava- 
tion! in  the  chalk  and  clay  soil  of  tne  district  which 
gave  them  almost  complete  protection  against  the 
heaviest  shell-fire.  Whole  battalions  led  a  troglodytic 
life  in  subterranean  caverns  from  which  they  were 
trained  to  rush  forth  upon  the  alarm  of  an  infantry 
advance.  It  was  clear,  however,  that  if  the  alarm 
should  be  too  short  their  refuges  might  very  easily 
become  traps,  as  has  so  often  been  the  case  in  the 
German  lines  of  defence.  The  safety  from  shells  is 
dearly  paid  for  when  a  squad  of  furious  stormers 
with  Mills  bombs  in  their  hands  and  death  in  their 
faces  glare  in  from  the  door.  Their  minds  were  kept 
easy,  however,  by  the  knowledge  that  broad  fields  of 
barbed  wire,  so  rusty  and  so  thick  that  they  resembled 
ploughland  from  a  distance,  lay  between  them  and 
the  British.  A  very  large  garrison  drawn  from  seven 
divisions,  one  of  them  being  the  2nd  Guards  Reserve, 
held  this  dangerous  salient  in  the  German  line. 

For  the  attack  General  Gough  had  mustered  two 
Army  Corps  of  six  divisions,  three  of  which,  forming 
the  Second  Corps,  were  to  advance  from  the  south 
under  General  Jacob,  having  the  almost  impassable 
mud  slopes  of  the  Ancre  in  front  of  them.  Three 
others  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  under  General  E.  A. 
Fanshawe,  were  to  storm  the  German  line  north 
of  the  Ancre.  This  latter  movement  was  to  be 
directed  not  only  from  the  new  British  positions, 
but  also  from  the  old  lines  as  far  north  as  Serre. 
The  advance  from  the  west  divided  the  enemy's 
gun-power,  and  distracted  his  attention  from  the 
south,  so  that  its  failure  and  the  loss  which  that 
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QuniB  failnte  involyed,  weie  part  of  the  price  paid  for  the 
""■    victory. 

After  a  two  days'  bombardment,  which  started 
upon  November  11,  and  which  uprooted  the  greater 
part  of  the  Qerman  wire,  the  actual  attack  was  made 
at  six  in  the  foggy,  misty  morning  of  November  13.  It 
is  inconceivable  that  the  Germans  were  not  standing 
to  arms,  since  dawn  had  long  been  the  hour  of  doom, 
and  the  furious  dium-fire  was  certainly  the  overture 
to  a  battle.  The  thick  weather,  however,  shrouded 
the  British  movements,  and  the  actual  rush  of  the 
infantry  seems  at  the  end  to  have  been  a  surprise. 
Both  in  the  western  and  southern  advance,  which 
covered  respectively  60Q0  and  3000  yards,  every 
refinement  of  artillery  barrage  which  years  of  experi- 
ence could  suggest  was  used  to  form  such  a  downpour 
as  would  protect  the  assailants,  and  beat  the  German 
riflemen  and  gunners  back  into  their  burrows. 

Of  the  three  divisions  which  attacked  the  old 
German  line  from  the  west,  the  most  northern  was 
the  Thirty-first,  with  as  objective  the  second  and 
third  German  line,  and  to  form  a  defensive  fl&nk 
between  Gommeconrt  and  Serre.  This  division, 
which  contained  some  splendM  North-country  bat- 
talions from  great  Yorkshire  towns,  advanced  with 
great  intrepidity.  So  skilful  was  the  barrage  arranged 
that  the  12th  East  Yorkshires  on  the  left  and  13th 
East  Yorkshires  on  the  right  (10th  and  11th  East  York- 
shires in  reserve),  belonging  to  the  92nd  Brigade,  had 
little  difficulty  in  reaching  the  German  front  line, 
which  was  quickly  mopped  up.  The  going  between  the 
first  and  second  line  was  so  heavy,  and  the  German 
snipers  so  numerous,  that  the  barrage  got  ahead  of 
the  advahcing  waves,  but  after  a  sharp  rifle  fight  the 
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•econd  liae  was  captured,  which  waa  the  final  objective  oum 
of  the  left  (12th  East  Yorkshires)  battaUon.    The    ™- 
18th  East  Yorkshires,  whose  final  objective  was  the  ti.. 
third  German  line,  had  a  very  severe  fight  before  o^S.* 
reaching  that  position.    Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  *°°^ 
division  on  the  right  of  the  13th  East  Yorkshires  to 
get  forward,  the  Germans  later  on  put  in  several  heavy 
bombing  counter-attacks  against  their  right  flank, 
which  eventually  drove  them  back  to  the  second  line, 
where  they  took  up  their  position  alongside  the  12thi 
and  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  repulsed  numerous 
counter-attacks.    As  soon  as  the  12th  East  York-    " 
shires  on  the  left  had  reached  their  objectives  they 
consolidated  it,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  93rd  Brigade, 
to  whom  was  attached  the  Machine-Gun  Sections 
of  the  Lucknow  and  Sialkote  Cavalry  Brigades,  beat 
ofi  a  very  strong  counter-attack  which  developed 
about  9.30  A.M.,  practically  wiping  it  out  and  several 
minor  ones  during  the  day. 

At  2.30  P.M.  the  German  bombardment  against 
the  02nd  became  very  intense,  and  was  kept  up  till 
6.80  P.1I.,  in  spite  of  which  the  12th  and  13th  East 
Yorkshires  stuck  to  their  gains.  It  was  only  at  9  p.m. 
when  the  Divisional  General  saw  that  there  was  no 
prospect  of  the  division  on  the  right  advancing  that 
the  12th  and  13th  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  their 
original  line. 

The  experience  of  the  Third  Division  upon  the 
right  or  south  of  the  Thirty- first  was  a  very  trying 
one.  There  is  a  strip  of  Kcardy  between  those 
lines  from  Serre  to  the  Ancre,  where  more  Britons 
have  given  their  lives  for  their  country  and  for  the 
cause  of  humanity  than  m  any  area  in  this  or  any 
other  war.    Twice  it  has  been  the  scene  of  tragic 
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ctunm  loeses,  on  July  1,  and  yet  again  on  November  18, 
^'    though,  as  alwady  said,  it  is  well  in  each  case  to  regard 

Th.        the  general  resiUt  rather  than  the  local  tragedy. 

rfSi*      Once  again  the  Third  Division  gave  itself  freely  and 

*"°^  unselfishly  for  the  common  cause.  In  this  case,  also, 
the  cause  of  the  scanty  results  lay  in  the  heavy  pround 
and  the  uncut  wire.  In  the  case  of  the  76th  Brigade, 
which  may  be  taken  as  typical  of  its  neighbours,  it 
advanced  to  the  immediate  south  of  the  93rd,  and 
experienced  even  more  dif&cult  coiulitions.  The  2nd 
Sufiolks  and  the  10th  Welsh  Fusiliers  were  in  the  van, 
but  the  8th  Royal  Lancasters  and  1st  Gordons  came 
up  in  support,  the  whole  thick  line  of  men  clustering 
in  front  of  the  wire  and  todeavouring  to  hack  a  way. 
Sergeants  and  officers  were  seen  in  front  of  the  obstacle 
endeavouring  to  find  some  way  through.  Here  and 
there  a  few  pushful  men,  both  from  the  76th  Brigade 
and  from  the  9th  upon  its  right,  did  succeed  in  passing, 
but  none  of  these  ever  returned.  Finally,  a  retreat 
was  ordered  through  a  pelting  barrage,  and  even  in 
their  own  front-line  trenches  the  troops  were  exposed 
to  a  furious  shell-fall.  It  was  an  unfortunate  business 
and  the  losses  were  heavy. 

Immediately  upon  the  right  of  the  Third  Division 
was  the  Second  Division,  which  attacked  with  the 
6th  and  6th  Brigades  in  the  van,  the  latter  being 
on  the  immediate  flank  of  the  Third  Division,  and 
sharing  in  the  obstacles  which  faced  that  division 
and  the  check  which  resulted  from  them.  The 
immediate  objective  was  the  great  Munich  Trench 
lurking  within  its  far-flung  spider-web  of  wire. 
Although  all  of  the  6th  Brigade  save  the  right-hand 
battalion  were  brought  to  a  stand,  and  wound  up  in 
th«r  own  trenches,  the  6th  Brigade  got  well  forward 


THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  ANCRE         816 

and  might  have  got  farther  had  it  not  meant  the  Curu 
exposure  of  their  left  flank.    In  the  evening  the  99th     "°- 
Brigade,  the  victors  of  Delville  Wood,  were  brought   The 
up  with  orders  to  form  a  defensive  flank  to  the  north,  ^(^ 
while  they  furnished  two  battalionu  for  a  farther  *"^ 
advance  to  continue  the  success  gained  by  the  6th 
Brigade.    In  the  early  morning  of  November  14  these 
two  units,  the  1st  Rifles  and  1st  Berkshires,  advanced 
in  a  proper  November  fog,  which  caused  some  mis- 
direction, and  eventually  the  failure  of  the  attack, 
for  two  smaller  trenches  were  carried   under   the 
impression  that  each  was  the  Munich.    Some  ground 
and  prisoners  were,  however,  gained,  but  not  the  main 
objective. 

Meanwhile,  to  return  to  the  narrative  of  the 
previous  day,  a  very  different  tale  was  to  be  told  of 
those  divisions  which  were  operating  farther  to  the 
south,  where  the  ridge  between  Serre  and  Beaumont 
Hamel  sheltered  the  attack  from  the  formidable 
German  gun-power  at  Pusieuz  and  Bucquoy  in  the 
north. 

Of  the  three  divisions  attacking  from  the  south 
the  Thirty-ninth  was  to  the  south  of  the  Ancre, 
the  Sixty-Third  Naval  Division  upon  its  left  on 
the  norli  bank  of  the  Ancre,  and  the  Fifty-first 
Highland  Division  still  farther  to  the  left  opposite 
Beaumont  Hamel.  The  task  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Division  was  to  clear  out  the  Oermans  who  held  on 
to  the  Hansa  line,  the  last  German  trench  system 
between  the  British  front  and  the  river.  Their  chief 
protection  was  the  almost  incredible  condition  of 
the  ground,  which  consisted  of  tenacious  mud  of  vary- 
ing and  occasionally  of  dangerous  depth.  Munitions 
could  only  be  got  across  it  upon  pack-horses,  on  special 
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paths.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  the  Thirty-ninth 
Division  earned  the  lines  of  trenches  and  the  village 
of  St.  Pierre  Divion  as  well,  the  resistance  being  far 
from  heroic.  The  attack  was  made  by  the  117th 
Brigade,  which  advanced  with  such  speed  that  the 
front  waves,  consisting  of  the  16th  Rifle  Brigade  upon 
the  right  and  the  17th  Sherwood  Foresters  upon  the 
left,  were  into  the  German  trenches  before  the  barrage 
could  fall.  It  did  fall,  however,  and  did  great  harm  to 
the  supports,  both  the  17th  Rifles  and  16th  Sherwoods 
losing  heavily,  especially  the  former.  The  Britibh 
line  was  pushed  right  up  to  the  river,  and  the  survivors 
of  the  garrison— some  1400  in  number— were  com- 
pelled t)  'ay  down  their  arms.  This  attack  to  the 
south  n£  ie  river  was  an  isolated,  self-contamed 
operation,  apart  from  the  larger  and  more  serious 
movement  on  the  north  bank. 

The  right  of  the  main  assault  was  carried  out  by 
the  gallant  Sixty-third  Royal  Naval  Division,  whose 
emergency  baptism  of  fire  at  Antwerp  has  been  men- 
tioned in  this  narrative,  though  its  subsequent  splendid 
services  at  Gallipoli  have  not  come  within  its  scope. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Gallipoli  and  the  subsequent 
redistribution  of  the  eastern  army,  at  least  three  fine 
divisions,  the  Meventh,  the  Forty -second,  and  the 
Naval,  besides  the  splendid  Australian  and  New 
Zealand  infantry,  were  transferred  to  the  French 
front.  This  action  of  the  Ancre  was  the  first  oppor- 
tunity which  these  volunteer  sailors  had  had  of 
showing  upon  a  large  European  stage  those  qualities 
which  had  won  them  fame  elsewhere. 

The  Naval  Division  attacked  to  the  immediate 
north  of  the  Ancre,  having  the  river  upon  their  righi 
The  lines  of  assault  were  formed  under  cover  of  dark- 
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neas,  for  the  anemblj  trenches  were  inadequate  and 
the  ground  occupied  was  under  direct  observation 
from  the  German  lines.  The  division  in  this  formation 
was  a  thick  mass  of  10,000  infantry  on  a  front  of  about 
1600  yards  with  a  depth  of  300.  Fortunately  the 
screen  of  the  weather  covered  them  completely,  and 
there  was  little  and  random  shelling  dtiring  the  night, 
but  the  men  were  stiS  and  chilled  by  their  long  vigil, 
daring  which  they  might  neithw  speak  nor  smoke. 
At  last,  just  before  dawn,  the  crash  of  the  barrage 
told  that  the  hour  had  come,  and  the  lines  moved 
forward,  keeping  wed  up  to  the  shower  of  shrapnel 
which  crept  on  at  the  rate  of  100  yards  in  five  minutes, 
searching  every  hollow  and  crevice  of  the  ground. 

The  first  objective  was  the  enemy's  front-line 
i^stem  of  triple  trenches.  The  second  was  a  road  in 
tile  hollow  behind  called  Station  Road,  with  trenches 
on  either  side  of  it.  The  third  was  the  trenches 
which  fringed  the  viUage  of  Beaucourt.  The  fourth, 
which  was  only  to  be  attempted  after  the  third  was 
consolidated,  was  the  village  itself,  which  lies  among 
trees  upon  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

The  advance  of  the  189th  Brigade  on  the  right 
of  the  Naval  Division,  consisting  of  the  Hood, 
Hawke,  Nelson,  and  Drake  battalions,  was  compara- 
tively easy,  as  they  were  partly  protected  from  flank 
fire  by  the  dead  ground  formed  by  the  low-lying 
northern  slope  down  to  the  river.  With  great  dash 
and  vigour  they  carried  the  successive  lines  of  trenches, 
and  before  mid-day  they  were  consolidating  the  third 
objective  with  the  village  in  their  immediate  front. 

A  much  n.ore  difficult  task  confronted  the  centre 
of  the  advance,  consisting  of  the  left  half  of  the  right 
brigade,  and  tiie  right  half  of  the  188th  Brigade, 
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which  contained  the  Ut  and  2nd  Battalions  of 
Marines,  the  Anaoos  and  the  Howes.  In  the  very 
track  of  their  course  lay  a  formidable  German  redoubt, 
bristling  with  machine-guns,  and  so  concealed  that 
neither  the  observers  nor  the  bombardment  had 
spotted  it.  This  serious  obstacle  caused  heavy  losses 
to  the  central  attack,  and  as  it  completely  commanded 
their  advance  it  held  them  to  such  cover  as  they 
could  find.  The  left  of  the  advance  got  past  the 
redoubt,  however,  and  reached  the  sunken  road, 
where  they  were  in  close  touch  with  the  Scotsmen 
upon  their  left.  Thus  at  this  period  of  the  advance 
the  Naval  Division  formed  a  deep  curve  with  its  right 
wing  well  forward,  its  centre  held  back,  and  its  left 
wing  nearly  as  far  advi^ced  as  its  right.  The  mist 
was  BO  thick  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  tell  from  the 
rear  what  was  going  on  in  the  battle,  but  the  IQOth 
Brigade  held  in  reserve  was  aware  that  some  hitch 
had  occurred,  and  pushing  forward  in  the  hope  of 
retrieving  it,  found  itself  involved  in  the  fierce  fighting 
round  the  redoubt,  where  it  also  was  exposed  to  heavy 
loss.  This  brigade,  it  may  be  mentioned,  was  not 
naval,  but  contained  the  1st  Honourable  Artillery 
Company,  the  4th  Bedfords,  7th  Royal  Fusiliers,  and 
10th  Dublins.  The  German  fort  could  not  be  reduced, 
nor  could  progress  be  made  in  the  centre  in  face  of  its 
machine-guns ;  but  the  infantry,  which  had  passed 
it  on  either  side,  extended  along  the  Sunken  Road 
behind  it,  and  joined  hands  so  as  to  cut  it  ofi.  The 
whole  German  second  line  was  then  in  their  possession, 
and  the  right  third  of  their  third  line  as  well.  The 
enemy  still  held  firm,  however,  in  the  centre-  of  the 
first-line  system,  and  showed  no  signs  of  weakening, 
although  they  must  have  known  that  British  troops 
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weie  in  their  rear.  An  attempt  was  made  to  re- 
bombard  this  portion  of  the  line,  but  it  was  difficult 
for  the  gunners  without  aerial  observation  to  locate 
the  exact  portion  of  the  line  which  still  remained  with 
the  enemy,  and  there  was  great  danger  of  the  shells 
falling  among  our  own  infantry.  About  three  in  the 
afternoon  the  conclusion  was  reached  that  it  was 
better  for  the  time  to  leave  this  great  pocket  of 
Germans  alone,  cutting  them  oS  from  either  escape 
or  reinforcement. 

The  1  nth  Brigade  from  the  Thirty-seventh  Division 
was  therefore  sent  up,  battalion  by  battalion,  along  the 
river-bank  until  it  passed  the  central  obstacle  and 
reached  the  Sunken  Road.  Thence  the  13th  Rifles  were 
sent  forward  with  orders  to  reach  the  advanced  line, 
where  the  Hoods  and  Drakes,  somewhat  reduced  in 
numbers  but  not  in  spirit,  were  lying  in  front  of  Beau- 
court.  It  was  dark  before  these  changes  could  be  made. 
The  Riflemen,  when  they  had  attained  their  position, 
rested  their  right  upon  lie  Ancre,  and  prolonged  their 
left,  clearing  the  Germans  out  in  that  direction.  This 
movement  to  the  left  was  strengthened  in  the  early 
morning  when  the  13th  Rifle  Brigade  and  the  13th 
Royal  Fusiliers  of  the  same  brigade  came  up  to  join 
in,  whilst  the  H.A.C.  also  advanced  and  took  up  a 
position  on  the  right  of  the  naval  men. 

About  seven  o'clock  the  assault  upon  the  village 
was  ordered,  under  the  direction  and  leadership  of 
Commander  Freyberg  of  the  Hoods,  already  twice 
wounded,  and  wounded  once  again  before  his  task 
was  finished.  Sailors  and  Riflemen  rushed  forward 
at  the  signal,  and  dashed  with  fierce  impetuosity  over 
the  German  line  and  down  the  streets  of  the  hamlet. 
The  Honourable  Artillery  Company  upon  the  right 
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OBAim  joined  in  the  charge.  It  was  completely  eucceMful, 
^  the  honaee  were  rapidly  cleared,  the  dug-onta  taken, 
and  many  hundreds  of  prisoners  secured.  The  Rifle- 
men emerging  on  the  farther  side  of  the  village 
immediately  dug  in  under  the  direction  of  their  only 
lemaining  company  officer.  A  footbridge  was  at  the 
same  time  thrown  across  the  Ancre,  so  as  to  connect 
up  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Division  on  the  south. 

The  German  redoubt  Had  held  out  manfully  until 
its  line  of  retreat  was  entirely  cut  ofi,  and  even  then 
showed  signs  of  continued  resistance.  The  tanks  had 
already  won  such  a  position  in  the  army  that  they  had 
become  one  of  the  last  resources  of  the  commander  who 
was  in  difficulties.  During  the  night  of  November  13 
three  of  these  engines  were  sent  for  to  help  in  reducing 
the  intractable  German  centre.  Their  performance 
was  typical  both  of  their  weakness  and  of  their  value 
in  this  early  stage  of  their  evolution.  One  was  hit 
and  disabled  before  ever  it  crossed  the  lines.  A  second 
Btack  in  the  mud  and  refused  to  budge.  The  third  won 
its  way  over  the  German  front  line  and  so  terrorised 
the  obstinate  garrison  that  they  were  finally  induced 
to  lay  down  their  arms.  Eight  hundred  prisoners 
came  from  this  one  pocket,  and  the  whole  capture  of 
the  Naval  Division  amounted  to  nearly  2000  men. 

The  advance  of  the  Fifty-first  Highland  Territorial 
Division  upon  the  immediate  left  of  tite  Naval  Division 
had  been  equally  successful,  and  had  ended  in  the 
capture  of  the  important  village  of  Beaumont  Hamd 
with  all  its  network  of  caverns,  a  great  store  of 
machine-guns,  and  1500  of  the  garrison.  The  objec- 
tives of  the  division  may  be  said  to  have  been  the 
continuation  of  those  of  the  Naval  Division,  substitut- 
ing Beaumont  Hamel  for  Beaucouit,  but  the  positioD 
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.  » the  Y  jtUTine,  whicli  ran  down  from  the  vi  „  _ 
to  the  German  trenches.  The  ground  over  which  tih 
the  advance  was  made  was  still  littered  with  the  '^" 
■keletons  dad  in  rags  which  represented  the  men  who 
had  fallen  in  the  attack  of  July  1.  Now,  after  five 
months,  they  were  gloriously  avenged,  lie  rush  of 
the  division  was  headed  by  the  IBSrd  Brigade,  with 
the  4th  and  7th  Gordons  in  the  lead.  These  two 
fine  battalions  carried  the  front  German  lines,  but  on 
reaching  the  Sunken  Road  they  gave  place  to  the  6th 
and  7th  Black  Watch  behind  them,  who  carried  the 
attack  up  the  Y  Ravine  and  on  to  Beaumont,  while 
the  Seaforths  and  Argylls  of  the  other  brigades,  with 
their  staunch  Lowland  comrades  of  the  9th  Royal 
Scots,  thickened  the  line  of  attack,  and  gave  it  the 
weight  to  carry  each  successive  obstacle.  Only  in 
the  Y  Ravine  was  there  any  momentary  check  to  the 
fiery  advance.  There  for  a  short  time  the  Germans 
stood  stoutly  to  their  task,  and  there  was  some  of  that 
man-to-man  work  which  the  Scoteman  loves.  Then 
the  last  signs  of  resistance  died  out,  and  before  the 
late  afternoon  the  whole  position  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  assailants,  who  pushed  on  and  occupied  the  low 
ridge  to  the  north  which  separates  it  from  Serre. 
One  curious  incident  connected  with  the  close  of  the 
action  was,  that  a  mopping-up  party  of  Gordons  in 
one  of  the  front  lines  of  trenches  were  suddenly 
surprised  and  captured  by  a  considerable  body  of 
Germans,  who  emerged  suddenly  from  an  underground 
tunnel.  In  the  evening,  however,  the  positions  were 
reversed,  and  the  prisoners  were  rescued,  while  the 
Germans  had  to  surrender  to  the  victors.  Fifteen 
hundred  prisoners  and  64  machine-guns  were  the 
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fpoib  of  the  Fifty-fint  Kvinon;  bat  these  woe 
oouidenbly  incweied  when  the  dng-onte  were  more 
oarefully  ezunined  next  day.  Altogether  neariy 
7000  offioec*  and  men  wete  oaptmed  in  the  oonne  ^ 
the  action. 

Whilat  the  conaiderable  action  of  Beaumont  Hamel 
was  fought  upon  the  left,  the  various  divisions  upon 
the  south  of  the  river  forming  the  remainder  of  Gk>u^'s 
Fifth  Army  all  made  a  forwud  movement  fuid''gained 
ground.  Of  these  divisions,  ihe  Thirty-ninth,  whose 
doings  have  already  been  described,  was  nearest  to  the 
main  battle,  and  was  most  heavily  engaged,  winning 
a  comi^ete  success.  Upon  its  right  in  the  order 
given  were  ihe  Nineteenth  und  the  Eighteenth, 
connecting  up  with  Bawlinson's  Fourth  Army  upon 
the  right.  These  various  divisions  all  moved  their 
lines  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  river-bank, 
with  the  villages  of  Orandcourt  and  Petit  Mirau- 
mont  in  thor  front.  These  movements  were  rather 
in  the  nature  of  a  feint  and  a  demonstration, 
BO  that  they  were  not  accompanied  by  any  severe 
fighting.  It  had  been  planned,  however,  that  as 
these  divisions  advanced  to  the  north  the  space 
which  would  be  left  between  Qough's  right  and 
Bawlinson's  left  should  be  filled  up  by  the  Thirty- 
second  Division,  which  should  push  on  in  the  direction 
of  Pys.  This  movement  gave  rise  to  some  severe 
fighting  in  which  the  historical  14th  Brigade  sus- 
tained some  heavy  loese:  The  immediate  obstacle 
in  front  of  the  division  was  a  powerful  system  of 
trenches  lying  amid  morasses  caused  by  the  recent 
heavy  nuns,  and  known  as  the  Munich  line,  with  the 
Frankfort  line  behind  it.  Upon  November  17  the 
division  tbok  over  the  advanced  faenches,  while  the 
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Eighteenth  Divisioii  side-itepped  to  the  left.  The  o**m« 
Thirt^-eeoond  DivWon  had  formed  it*  line  for  attMlc,  ^ 
with  the  14th  Brigwle  upon  the  left  end  the  97th  npon  «• 
the  right,  the  iMdiAg  bettalione  from  left  to  right  !?!& 
being  the  15th  Highland  Light  Infantry,  the  2nd  "~ 
Kutoheiten,  the  2nd  Yorkshire  light  Infantry,  and 
another  battalion  of  H.L.I.  The  advance  was  to  hare 
been  upon  the  17th,  but  from  the  beginning  a  aeriea 
of  miafortnnes  occurred,  arising  largely  from  the 
weather,  the  condition  of  the  trenches,  and  the  severe 
German  barrage  behind  the  line,  which  made  all 
preparations  difficult  and  costly.  The  attack  was 
postponed  till  the  18th,  and  even  then  the  advancing 
battalions  were  short  of  bombs,  without  which  trench 
fighting  becomes  impossible.  The  ground  behind  the 
troops  was  so  awful  that  one  mile  in  an  hour  was 
oon^ered  remarkable  progress  for  an  unladen  mes- 
senger; while  the  enemy's  fire  was  so  severe  that 
of  six  runners  sent  with  a  despatch  only  the  last 
arrived  unwounded.  The  Qennans  m  front  appeared 
to  be  both  numerous  and  full  of  fight,  and  upon  the 
i7th  they  made  a  vain  attack  upon  the  advanced  line 
of  the  14th  Brigade.  Two  companies  of  the  Man- 
ohesters  sustained  upon  this  da/  the  losser  A  half 
their  number  as  they  lay,  an  object  lessoi..  silent 
patient  discipline  in  the  muddy  bottom  of  a  shell- 
swept  ditch. 

At  e.lO  in  the  morning  of  the  18th  an  advance  was 
made,  but  the  bomb  supplies  had  not  yet  come  up 
and  the  disadvantages  were  great.  None  the  leas, 
the  first  line  of  German  tre-icSies  was  successfully 
carried  by  the  Manchesters,  but  the  16th  Highland 
Light  In&ntiy  were  held  up  by  wire  and  were  unable 
to  get  forward,  while  the  Yorkshire  light  Infantry 

t2 


Qi. 

xm 


•(tka 

Amm. 


m -^ 


UlulUB 


SM        THB  BRITISH  CAMPAIGN.  IMS 

npon  the  right  got  through  at  tome  points  wad  wat 
h«ld  at  oth«n.  Th«  MuiehMten  vrm  paMtntwl 
to  th«  Moond  Um  o<  tnnohM  and  aprang  into  tham, 
but  the  fatal  want  of  bombs  tied  their  hands,  and  a 
conntei-attaok  of  the  Qermans  retook  the  position. 
The  HigM»nJ  Light  Infantry  had  fallen  back  upon 
Serre  Trench,  and  were  pressed  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  but  fortunately  some  of  the  let  Dorsets  cune 
up  from  the  rear  with  tome  bombs,  and  the  situation 
was  tkved.  In  the  meantime  the  position  of  those 
Msnohesters  and  Yorkshiremen  who  had  got  forward 
as  far  as  the  second  trench,  and  were  ezpMed  without 
bombs  to  a  bombing  attack,  was  very  serious.  They 
had  taken  a  numbw  of  prisoners  and  some  of  these 
they  managed  to  send  iMtck,  but  the  greater  part  of 
the  British  were  bombed  to  pieces,  and  all  died  where 
they  fought  or  were  taken  by  the  enemy.  A  sinf^e 
survivor  who  returned  from  the  final  stand  made  by 
these  gallant  men  stated  that  he  was  the  last  man 
who  had  orated  out  of  the  trench,  and  that  his 
comrades  lay  dead  or  dying  in  a  group  in  front  of  a 
blaring  dug-out,  the  woodwork  of  wluch  had  taken 
fire.  A  patrol  next  day  came  upon  the  bodies  of  an 
officer  and  forty  men  who  had  died  fighting  to  the 
last  in  a  single  group. 

On  the  left  of  the  Thirty-second  Division  soms 
movement  forward  had  been  necessary  upon  the  part 
both  of  the  Eighteenth  Division  and  of  the  Nineteenth, 
in  order  to  keep  the  left  flank  of  Jacob's  Second  Corps 
on  the  south  of  the  river  level  with  the  right  flank  d 
Fanshawe's  Fifth  Corps  upon  the  northern  bank.  This 
operatiott  did  not  invdve  much  work  upon  the  part 
of  the  Eif^teenth,  but  the  movement  of  the  Nine- 
teenth was  difficult  and  comidex,  with  Qrandcourt  as 
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•  poMibleobJMtive.    It  mMOt  an  tttMk  upon  •  man  cumm 
of  tntMhw  under  th*  wont  poMibU  terrMtrUl  oondi-    ^i"- 
tioni,  while  the  kItuum  had  raally  to  be  m  thiee  ivT 
diflenat  diieotiona— due  north,   north -eaet,  and   ^"' 
almott  due  eart.    The  S7th  Bri^e,  strengthened 
bj  the  7th  Sonth  Lancaihiiee  of  the  0«th  Brigade, 
waa  ohoaen  for  the  difficult  taak.    At  S  A.K.  upon 
Noramber  18  m  a  sharp  anow-storm  the  advance 
began. 

It  waa  the  last  concerted  operation  of  the  year,  but 
it  waa  not  unfortunatelj  destined  for  success.  The 
garrison  of  the  trenches  appear  to  have  been  aa 
numerous  as  the  stormers  and  far  more  advantage- 
onaly  placed.  The  ground  was  such  that  an  advance 
over  it  without  opposition  would  have  been  no  easy 
matter.  Upon  the  left  two  battalions,  the  7th  South 
I«nos  and  the  8th  Qloucesters,  old  battle  companions 
of  La  Boiselle,  pushed  vigorously  forward  and  eisiaid 
the  western  outskirt  of  Qrandconrt,  where  tLcy  held 
(m  against  every  attempt  to  dislodge  them.  Swick 
bwnb*.  «gg  bombs,  rifle-grenades,  and  e-.tsry  aort  of 
evil  missile  craahed  and  splintered,  arounid  them, 
but  they  had  in  command  two  leaden  who  might 
be  trusted  to  hold  what  they  had  taken.  Only 
next  evening  when  the  vest  uf  the  attack  had  de- 
flnitdy  failed  did  these  two  battalions  withdraw 
to  a  new  line  on  the  immediate  west  of  the  village, 
taking  100  priaonen  with  them. 

The  other  three  battalions  had  fared  ill  owing  to 
numerical  weakness,  laok  of  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
loss  of  difection,  had  weather,  and  deadly  machine- 
guns.  Half  of  the  8th  ijorth  Stafiords  wou  their  way 
through  to  the  objective,  but  tbeir  comrades  could  not 
siqipart  thou,  and  they  were  so  isolated  that,  after  a 
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Ckuni  gallant  tesistance.  they  were  nearly  all  destroyed  or 
^'"'    captoied,  under  very  much  the  eame  circiunstancea 
TiM        as  the  2nd  Manohestera  npon  the  preceding  day.    The 
SttiU     commander  of  the  North  Stafiorda,  Colonel  Anderson, 
*™^     a  gallant  South  African,  and  several  other  officers 
were  wounded  and  taken.    Colonel  Torrie  of  the  7th 
East  Lancashiies  was  also  killed  in  this  engagement. 
An  attempt  upon  the  part  of  the  9th  Cheshires  later 
in  the  evening  to  get  into  touch  with  their  lost 
comrades  only  served  to  swell  the  casualty  lists,  for 
it  was  dark  before  it  was  initiated,  and  all  directim 
was  impossible  amid  the  labyrinth  of  mud-channels 
which  faced  them.    Two  days  later  the  Nineteenth 
Division  was  relieved  by  the  Eleventh.    It  is  difficult 
to  exaggerate  the  extreme  hardships  which  had  been 
endured  by  the  whole  of  Jacob's  corps  during  these 
operations  amid  the  viscid  mud  slopes  of  the  Ancre. 
Napdeon  in  Poland  had  never  better  cause  to  curse 
the  fourth  element.    The  front  trenches  were  mere 
gutters,  and  every  attempt  to  deepen  them  only 
deepened  the  stagnant  pool  within.    The  communica- 
tions were  little  better.    The  mud  was  on  the  men^s 
bodies,  in  theii  food,  and  for  ever  clogging  both  their 
feet  and  their  weapons.    The  hostile  (Celling  was  con- 
tinuouB.    It  was  a  nightmare  chapter  of  the  campaign. 
Winter  had  now  settled  down  once  more  cheerless 
and  prolonged.     There  was  much  to  be  done  in 
thofis  months  of  g^oom— divisions  to  be  reBlled,  fresh 
divisions  to  be  brought  out,  munitions  of  every  sort 
to  be  stored  for  the  days  of  wrath  to  come.    But 
apart  from  the  preparations  for  the  future,  the  army 
was  never  quiet,  for  one  long  suciession  of  trench 
raids,  exploratory  attacks,  and  bombardmento  helped 
to  retam  that  ascendancy  which  had  been  gained  in 
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the  long  Battle  of  the  Somme.  Before  the  narrative  Qurb 
passee  to  the  Gennan  retreat  of  1917,  and  the  dramatic  *•"• 
battles  which  followed  it,  it  would  be  well  to  take  a 
brief  survey  of  the  other  events  which  had  occurred 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  all  of  which  reacted 
more  or  leas  directly  upon  the  campaign  in  the  west. 

The  chief  of  these  is  undoubtedly  the  magnificent 
French  recovery  at  Verdun.  As  already  stated,  the 
German  pressure  was  very  severe  in  June,  but  it 
was  rapidly  lessened  by  the  counter-pressure  of  the 
Allied  advance  upon  the  Somme.  In  their  attempt 
to  hold  back  the  Franco-British  advance  the  Germans 
denuded  their  Verdun  line  to  an  extent  which  weakened 
it  80  much  that,  far  from  advancing,  it  could  not  hold 
its  own.  In  two  splendid  assaults  upon  October  24 
and  December  16,  the  first  yielding  6000  prisoners  and 
the  second  11,000  with  116  guns,  the  French  drove 
the  Germans  back  until  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
former  hard-won  gains  had  disappeared.  Considering 
the  efforts  which  France  was  making  upon  the  Somme 
it  was  a  splendid  achievement,  and  it  may  fairly  be 
added  to  the  credit  of  the  Somme  Battle,  since  without 
it,  it  could  hardly  have  been  possible. 

The  second  considerable  factor  was  one  of  those 
great  Russian  advances  which,  alternating  with 
equally  great  Russian  retreats,  each  of  them  coming 
with  a  constant  rhythm,  made  the  war  of  the  Eastern 
Front  resemble  some  sort  of  majestic  and  terrible  tide, 
with  an  ebb  and  flow  which  left  death  and  destruc- 
tion strewn  over  those  unhappy  border  countries. 
On  tills  occasion  the  advance  was  in  the  Brody  and 
Stanislau  direction,  and  was  pushed  with  such  energy 
airi  success  by  the  fiery  Bru^oS  that  nearly  400,000 
priwners— or  perhaps  ^vonio  refugees  would  be  a 
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Omtrm  moM  »oca»te  dMcription— were  tdcen  by  onr  Alliee. 
xm-    The  movement  extended  from  June  to  September, 
and  might  have  i»een  a  vital  one,  had  it  not  been  for 
political  diaorganiaatioii  and  treachery  in  the  leac. 

The  Italian  armies  had  in  the  meanwhile  given  a 
splendid  account  of  themselves,  as  every  one  who  had 
seen  them  in  the  field,  predicted  that  they  would. 
Though  hard  pressed  by  a  severe  Austrian  attack  in 
the  Trentino  in  May,  they  rallied  and  held  the  enemy 
before  he  could  debouch  upon  the  plains.  Then  with 
three  hard  blows  delivered  upon  August  6  to  August 
9,  where  they  took  the  town  of  Gorizia  and  12,000 
prisoners,  on  October  10,  and  on  November  1  they 
broke  the  Austrian  linfi  and  inflicted  heavy  losses 
upon  them.  The  coming  of  winter  saw  them  well 
upon  their  way  to  Trieste. 

On  August  4  the  British  forces  in  Egypt  defeated 
a  fresh  Turco-Qerman  attack  upon  that  country.  The 
battle  was  near  Bomani,  east  of  the  Sues  Canal,  and 
it  ended  in  a  creditable  victory  and  the  capture  of 
2500  prisoners.  This  was  the  end  of  the  serious 
menace  for  Egypt,  and  the  operations  in  this  quarter, 
which  were  carried  on  by  General  Murray,  were 
confined  from  this  time  forwards  to  dearing  up  the 
Sinai  peninsnla,  where  various  Turkish  posts  were 
dispersed  or  taken,  and  in  advancing  our  line  to  the 
Palestine  Frontier. 

On  August  8  our  brave  little  ally,  Portugal,  threw 
her  sword  into  the  scale  of  freedom,  and  so  gave 
militaty  continuity  to  the  traditions  of  the  two  nations. 
It  would  have  rejoiced  the  austere  soul  of  the  great 
Duke  to  see  the  descendants  of  his  muoh-valned 
Ca^adorea,  fighting  once  more  beside  the  great-grand- 
Bona  of  tlie  Riflemen  and  Guardsman  of  the  Peninsula. 
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Two  diviaioDa  appeared  in  Fninoe,  wUeie  they  soon 
made  a  reputation  for  steadiness  and  valour.  

In  the  East  another  valiant  little  nation  had  also  "» 
ranged  herself  with  the  Allies,  and  was  destined,  alas,  TSl 
to  meet  her  ruin  through  oircumstanees  which  were 
largdy  beyond  her  own  oontroL  Upon  August  27 
Boomania  declared  war,  and  with  a  full  reliance  upon 
help  which  never  reached  her,  advanced  at  once  into 
the  south  of  Hungary.  Her  initial  successes  changed 
to  defeat,  and  her  brave  soldiers,  who  were  poorly 
provided  with  modem  appliances  of  war,  were  driven 
back  before  the  pressure  of  Falkenhayn's  army  in  the 
west  and  Mackensen's,  which  eventually  crossed  the 
Danube,  from  the  soutii.  On  December  6  Bucharest 
fell,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  Roumanians  had 
been  driven  to  the  Russian  border,  where,  an  army 
without  a  country,  they  hung  on,  exactly  as  the 
Belgians  had  done,  to  the  extreme  edge  of  their  ravaged 
fathedand.  To  their  Western  allies,  who  were  power- 
less to  help  them,  it  was  one  of  the  most  painful 
incidents  of  the  War. 

The  Salonica  expedition  had  been  much  hampered 
by  the  sinister  attitude  of  the  Greeks,  whose  posi- 
tion upon  the  left  rear  of  Sarrail's  forces  made  an 
advance  dangerous,  and  a  retreat  destructive.  King 
Conatantine,  following  the  example  of  his  brother-in- 
law  of  Beriin,  had  freed  himself  from  all  constitutional 
ties,  refused  to  summon  a  parliament,  and  followed 
his  own  private  predilections  and  interests  by  helping 
onr  enemies,  even  to  the  point  of  surrendering  a 
o(Hiaiderable  portion  of  his  own  kingdom,  includii^  a 
whde  anny  corps  and  the  port  of  Eavala,  to  the 
hereditary  enemy,  the  Bulgarian.  Never  in  history 
hu  a  nation  been  so  betrayed  by  its  king,  and  never, 
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GkArm  it  may  be  added,  did  a  nation  which  had  been  free 
"°-  allow  itself  bo  tamelj  to  be  lobbed  of  its  freedom. 
Yenezeloe,  however,  showed  himself  to  be  a  great, 
patriot,  shook  the  dust  of  Athens  from  his  feet,  and 
departed  to  Salonica,  where  he  raised  the  flag  of  a 
fighting  national  party,  to  which  the  whole  nation 
was  eventually  rallied.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  task 
of  General  Surail  was  rendered  more  difficult,  in  spite 
of  which  he  succeeded  in  regaining  Monastir  and 
establishing  himself  firmly  within  the  old  Serbian 
frontier — a  result  which  was  largely  due  to  the 
splendid  military  qoalitieB  of.  the  remains  of  the 
Serbian  army. 

On  December  12  thd  German  Empire  proposed 
negotiations  for  peace,  but  as  these  were  apparency 
to  be  founded  upon  the  war-map  as  it  then  stood,  and 
as  they  were  accompanied  by  congratulatory  messages 
about  victory  from  the  Kaiser  to  his  troops,  they  were 
naturally  not  regarded  as  serious  by  the  Allies.  Our 
only  guarantee  l^t  a  nation  will  not  make  war  when- 
ever it  likes  is  its  knowledge  that  it  cannot  make  peace 
when  it  likes,  and  this  was  the  lesson  which  Grermany 
was  now  to  learn.  By  the  unanimous  decision  of  dl 
the  Allied  nations  no  peace  was  possible  which  did 
not  include  terms  which  the  Germans  were  still  very 
far  from  considering— «ttitation  of  invaded  countries, 
reparation  for  harm  done,  and  adequate  guarantees 
against  similar  unprovoked  aggreaaion  in  the  future. 
Without  these  three  conditions  the  War  would  indeed 
have  been  fought  in  vain. 

This  same  month  of  Deeember  saw  two  of  ths 
great  protagonists  yrho  had  commenced  the  War 
retire  from  that  stage  upon  which  each  had  ^yed 
a  worthy  part.    The  one  ms  Mi.  Asqoith,  who, 
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weary  from  long  UbouiB,  gave  place  to  the  fresh  cum 
energy   of    Mr.    Lloyd    George.     The   other   was    '^ 
"  Father  "  JofEre,  who  bore  upon  his  thick  shoulders  **• 
the  whole  weight  of  the  eariy  campaigns.     Both  5"*^ 
names  will  live  honourably  in  history.  *"""• 

And  now  as  the  year  drew  to  its  close,  Germany, 
wounded  and  weary,  saw  as  she  glared  round  her  at 
her  enemies,  a  portent  which  must  have  struck  a  chill 
to  her  heart.  Russian  strength  had  been  discounted 
and  that  of  France  was  no  new  thing.  But  whence 
came  this  apparition  upon  her  Western  flank— a  host 
raised,  as  it  seemed,  from  nowhere,  and  yet  already 
bidding  fair  to  be  equal  to  her  own  ?  Her  public  were 
still  ignorant  and  blind,  bemused  by  the  journals  which 
had  told  them  so  long,  and  with  such  humorous  detail, 
that  the  British  army  was  a  paper  army,  the  creature 
of  a  dream.  Treitschke's  foolish  phrase,  "The  un- 
warlike  Islanders,"  still  lingered  pleasantly  in  their 
memory.  Bat  the  rulers,  the  men  who  knew,  what 
must  have  been  their  feelings  as  they  gazed  upon  that 
stupendous  array,  that  vision  of  doom,  a  hundred  miles 
from  wing  to  wing,  gleaming  with  two  million  bayonets, 
canopied  with  aeroplanes,  fringed  with  iron-clad  motor 
monsters,  and  backed  by  an  artillery  which  numbered 
its  guns  by  the  thousand?  Kitchener  lay  deep  in  the 
Orlmey  waves,  but  truly  his  spirit  was  thundering  at 
their  gates.  His  brain  it  was  who  first  planted  these 
seeds,  but  how  could  they  have  grown  had  the  toler- 
ant, long-Bufiering  British  nation  not  been  made  ready 
for  it  by  all  those  long  years  of  Teutonic  insult,  the 
ravings  of  crazy  professors,  and  the  insults  of  un- 
balanced publicists?  All  of  these  had  a  part  in 
raising  that  great  host,  but  others,  too,  can  claim 
tbfeir  share:  the  baby-killers  of  Scarborough,  the 
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Ckima  Zeppelin  mmdeien,  the  mbmuine  pintee,  all  the 
^™-    agenta  of  rathleaaneaa.    Among  them  thej  had  pat 
ni        life  ttoA  spirit  into  thii  avenging  apparition,  where 
IcaT     even  now  it  ooold  be  said  ^t  every  man  in  the 
^"^     battle  line  had  come  there  of  his  own  free  will.    Yean 
of  folly  and  of  crime  were  crjring  for  a  jnst  retribu- 
tion.   The  instrument  waa  here  and  the  honr  was 
drawing  on. 
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THE  BRITISH  CAMPAIGN 

IN 

FRANCE  AND  FLANDERS,  1914 

By  Sir  ARTHUR  CONAN  DOYLE 

WitA  MapSf  Pianst  and  Diagrams. 
Third  Edition,     6/-  net. 

Oolood  A.  M.  UuuuT,  CR,  in  TEB  OBSEMVES.—"  Sir  Arthnr 
Oofua  Bojrie  hM  produced  a  book  of  invaliuble  intenat.  .  .  .  The 
Mithor  keeps  off  ike  field  of  itntegy  and  oonfinee  hit  pages  to  a  care- 
fulfy  oonaidered,  hwidly  expreHed*  and  oorreotly  informed  narratire 
of  the  battles  which  took  place  from  the  opening  encounter  at  Mona 
to  the  end  of  what  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  First  Battle  of  Tpres. 
.  .  .  After  reading  every  word  ot  this  most  fascinating  book  the 
writer  of  this  notice  Tentores,  as  a  prtrfesaional  soldier,  to  endorse  the 
author's  claim*  and  even  to  suggest  that  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  has 
understated  the  value  of  a  book  which  will  be  of  enormous  help  to  the 
student  of  this  wondrous  war  as  a  reliable  framework  for  his  further 
invastigaticHiB." 

Frafesaor  A.  F.  Fgllamd,  Litt.D..  in  THE  DAILY  CHRONICLE.^ 
**  We  may  be  sure  that  his  volume  would  not  be  dedicated  to  Sir  William 
Robertson  if  it  were  not  a  record  upon  wiiioh  the  public  could  rely ; 
and  as  a  painstaking  and  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the 
Kitish  Expeditionary  Force  the  book  is  likely  to  justify  Sir  Arthur's 
c(Hifidenoe  and  stand  tite  test  of  tame.  ...  A  book  which  should 
appeal  to  every  &iton.  and  should  shame  ihom  who  wish  to  make 
ci  none  eftwt  the  deeds  and  sacrifices  recounted  in  its  pages.** 

TEUTB.—"  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's  notable  contribution  to  the 
Utsiature  of  the  war,  TAs  A-ifwA  Cantjwvn  m /rmof  and  J'Anwiars,  i9i^ 
stands  by  itself.  .  .  .  The  book  bears  the  impress  of  p*i««**ir<^g  wmrk. 


^ 


•nd  111  th*  Mthor*!  dMb*  «•  fg(  kt  tlw  tnth  wtthont  iMitUUty,  faTonr, 
or  aflMtioD.  .  .  .  Thto  i*  whan  the  rifnifloaiiM  of  thii  f«Min>tiiit 
Tolnnw  ooniM  in,  *Dd  what  oouUtatn  iti  ipMitl  merit,  (ad  will 
«nUtle  it  to  tkke  itt  plHw  among  tlw  itamUid  booki  on  the  war.  .  .  . 
Eloqiuntly  and  dramatloaUy  wiittea  thranghoat  iti  pafM,  pohapi 
the  moM  attraotiTe  part  of  the  book  are  the  two  ohaptm  which  are 
deroted  to  the  Fi«t  Battle  of  Ypnm,  which  ar«  a  waloome  nipplement 
to  the  snutdifTing  aoconnt  of  thii  woodnni  battle  given  b;  Und 
neaoh  iu  hii  deepatoh  of  Nomnber  iO,  1914." 

BXITISB  WXtKLT.~"Bt  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  haa  given  oi  a 
olaedc.  Hia  book  on  the  Britidi  Oampaign  in  Kance  and  Flandcra 
during  ItU  will  never  be  luperieded.  It  muat  be  read  by  every  one 
and  kept  at  hand  for  oonttant  oonniltotlon  by  all  who  make  a  wrioui 
•tudy  of  the  war.  .  .  .  The  power  and  ainoerity  of  hia  narrative  have 
behind  them  quaUtiei  of  moral  sympathy  and  moral  indignation 
which  wmetimM  draw  the  reader  to  hia  feet  ...  No  evential  fact 
ii  omitted  in  the  narrative,  and  many  new  facta  are  given.  The  work 
ia  abundantly  illuatnted  with  nlapa  and  plana  that  make  for  the 
ilhmilnation  of  the  reader.  One  of  the  moat  maiterly  chapten  ia  the 
opening  account  of  the  breaking  of  the  peace.  Sir  Arthur  ahowi 
deady  and  quietly  that  the  whole  reaponubility  waa  with  Germany." 

SPBCTATOX.—"  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle'e  volnme  on  the  Britiah 
Campaign  in  France  and  Flanden  tiU  the  end  of  1914  ia  weU  worth 
reading.  With  great  akill,  and  with  aimplicity  of  language,  he  lella 
the  atory  of  how  the  worU  became  involved  in  the  war,  how  the  '  con- 
temptiblea '  wen  huded  on  the  ahoea  of  France,  how  they  paawd 
through  the  fiery  furnace  of  the  retreat  from  Hons  '  with  unnnged 
hair,"  and  how,  at  the  Itat  Battle  of  Yprea,  they  oflend  their  breaata 
aa  a  bulwark  to  the  German  flood.  ...  We  have  written  at  Urge 
and  in  the  abatraot  the  thoughta  which  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's 
meat  intereetiag  oonorete  anmmary  haa  atrack  from  na.  Let  our 
nadera  trace  for  themaelvea  in  detaU  the  linea  of  thoi^bt  we  have 
auggeated.    They  will  be  well  repaid." 

DAILT  NlWa.—"  Thia  hiatory  of  the  initial  atagea  of  the  great 
war  ia  one  of  the  beat  ezpoaitiona  of  the  inbject  yet  publiahed." 

OVTIOOK.—"  The  moat  readable,  and  at  the  wme  time  the'beat- 
informed,  atory  that  haa  appeared  of  the  Britiah  oampaign  during  the 
eventful  year  1914." 


WtBTMlNBTta  OAZSTTt.-"B»  turn  worlud  m,  onfuUy. 
•Dd  lifted  hia  inibnution  to  tbotonghly.  Out  hs  ■honM  Iutc  good 
ground  for  th«  bslief  that  '  U»  nuratin  In  this  nlaino  will  in  the 
main  •tend  tlie  teat  of  time.'  .  .  .  Witliin  tin  limit*  tliat  he  hM  nt 
hinuelf  Sir  Arthur  hu  done  u  ezhanitive  piece  of  work,  and  hae  done 
It  Tery  mil  Indeed.  ...  Sir  Arthur,  with  a  oleameea  of  raion  that  ii 
denied  to  moet  dTiliau  in  dealing  with  oompUoated  and  coofnied 
military  opeiationi,  hae  giwn  u*  a  viyid  pictura  of  the  battlea  that 
wan  fought  and  the  great  deeda  that  were  done." 

aiOBS,—"  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Soyle  ia  to  be  congratulated  upon 
hia  iucoeaa  in  a  very  atupendoua  taak.  He  hae  the  twofold  gifte  of 
being  able  to  ace  a  tactical  poaition  cleariy  in  hia  own  mind,  and  to 
make  a  clear  picture  of  crowded  and  detailed  erenta.  He  la  never 
involTed  and  never  bewildering." 

EVENIHa  NEWS.—"  With  the  ipirit  of  the  aoldier  in  hia  blood. 
Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  knowa  how  to  Ula  the  reader  by  etorm.  Ho 
fighta  theae  immortal  battlea  over  again  with  all  the  fervour  and  bound- 
leaa  energy,  the  daah  and  vivacity,  of  the  Britiah  Army.  .  .  .  Thi* 
brilliant  and  inapiriting  atory.  A  volume  that  glowa  with  the  eternal 
blaion  of  Britiah  heroiam  on  the  atricken  Beld." 

YORKaatRB  POST.— '"Urn  heroea  of  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyh'a 
romance  of  war^-a  greater  than  the  mind  of  the  moet  brilliant  noveliat 
ever  conceived — an,  of  courae,  the  men  of  the  firat  Britiah  Ezpedi- 
tionaiy  Force.  No  more  gallant  body  of  men  ever  manbed  behind  a 
drum.  They  were  the  men  who  won  more  glory  by  retreat  than  baa 
attached  to  many  viotoriea  which  are  famoua  the  world  over.  Their 
aohievementa  fumiah  a  noble  theme  for  the  hiatocian'a  pen,  and  to  aay 
that  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  doee  juatice  to  hia  aubjeot  ia  to  aay  that 
he  haa  given  na  a  aucceaaion  of  military  picture*  which  no  real  Briton 
can  forget." 

BJXMINOBAM  DAJLT  POST.— "  A  rapid  narrative  of  the 
campaign  from  the  opening  of  the  war  until  the  winter  lull  of  1914. 
It  ia  a  graphic  record  which  carriea  the  reader  bieathkaaly  along 
through  the  great  eventa  which  for  Britona  will  ever  be  recalled  by 
the  namea  of  Mona,  the  Mame,  the  Aiane,  and  Ypraa." 

aUASDIAN.—"  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle'a  great  work  .  .  .  ia 
a  book  to  value  and  to  poaaaaa." 


m 


ABMRDMMN  WMMM  PMMSA^"  It  to  »  noord  ol  which  m  ■«*  iB 
btTwypnwl  .  .  .  It  it  ft  noord  which  amy  oo»  will  widi  to  pOMMi. 
.  .  .  Tho  wk>l«  book  !•  »  woodeifol  rcoord  d  dcTOtton,  and  ooinoof 
its  bftttU  pictuM  will  not  bo  WrpMnd." 

COUaT  JOVBNAL,—*'  Oertsinly  thli  book  la  one  that  «U  •boold 
nad.  It  coaUw  u  to  mo  cTonti  In  their  piopar  ponpootiTo  and  to 
nmy  thorn  h  ft  whole  It  it  ftt  onoo  populftr  ftud  ooond ;  ono  nifty 
quote  it  in  ftB  ftignnMnt  wi:h  oeitftinty  thftt  it  will  not  ieil  one ;  ftnd 
OQ  many  obeonie  point*  it  gi  ^     moot  deftr  and  cnudee  infonofttion.** 

CBUSCB  FAMILY  .  i  ^SPAPXIL—" W0  will  uy  ftt  once 
thftt  Sir  Arthur  Conen  I><.,le*i  hiitory  of  the  Britiah  campaign  in 
Stance  ftnd  Belgium  promiaea  to  be  ft  rtandard  woik*  ,  .  .  Enr 
hW^**^*M  hftve  had  aoch  miiqne  opportonltieo,  and  tikare  are  not  mai^ 
who  could  have  made  auoh  admiraUe  uae  of  the  matefial  ftt  their 
oommftod.  Thia  hiatory  ou^^t,  to  be  found  in  erery  Biitiah  home. 
It  is  ft  work  to  hftod  down  to  generfttiona  yet  to  come.'* 

EASTERN  XOMNINO  NEWS.—"  The  preoent  hiatoiy  ia  Taloftble 
from  many  pointa  of  view.  Whirt  impreaaea  na  ia  tiie  tbcnonfl^i-going 
manner  in  which  the  writer  daala  with  hla  theme.  The  aetting  forth 
of  the  ooorae  of  the  variooa  batUea  ia  marked  by  eztnonllnary  lucidity, 
and  ainoe  Sir  Arthur  haa  not  been  hampered  by  any  leatriotiaBa  for- 
liiddhig  the  mmtion  of  numbered  unite  he  ia  able  to  deal  freely  with 
Tery  important  mattwa  which  in  the  eariier  daya  of  the  war  were  not 


UTEBFOOL  POST, — "  Hue  fint  Tohime  oarziee  ua  down  to  the 
and  of  the  lirat  Battle  of  Ypree.  It  inoludea,  therefore,  the  great 
zeteeat  and  the  victory  of  the  Hame,  and  in  ao  doing  reoalla  for  \m  aome- 
thing  of  the  tenee  emotion  that  stirred  the  flmpire  in  thoae  wonderful 
daya.  It  is  impoaaible  to  read  the  story  Sir  Arthur  ao  finely  telle 
without  fading  again  the  uuqne  thrill  that  held  oa  while  the  war  waa 
jet  young,  and  our  nema  had  not  aettled  down  to  the  atrain.  .  .  . 
&  ia  wiaely  ptopottioned,  and,  iiieisiihiiiini,  the  subject,  properly  eloquent. 
Ibe  atory  «l  Tpiea  haa  endentiy  moved  the  author  to  write,  and  it 
morca  oa  to  read.  It  gina  a  atirring  and  oarefnl  reoocd  td  one  of  tiw 
■aal  henio  and  wmderfnl  battka  in  ma  history." 


H(^DER  &  STOUOHTON,  PUBUSHEItS,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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FRANCE  AND  FLANDERS,  1915 

By  Sir  ARTHUR  CONAN  DOYLE 

ffi'M  Maf:,  Plans,  and  Diagrams. 
Second  EiiHen.     6/-  nit. 

DAILY  TELiaBAPH.—"  If  any  itadut  of  the  ww  <■  in  nanh 
of  ft  pUin  ililwiiiiiil.  aoonnto  and  eliTonologioa],  of  what  took  pUce 
in  thMtt  dynunio  wniKiicw  of  oiulMightB  which  hAT6  itnwn  the  pliun 
ol  Tpn*  with  imnoinband  dnd,  ud  which  won  tor  tbs  Cumdiau, 
thB  Tiy^jMM,  and  our  own  Territorial  diviaiona  immortal  fame,  let  him 
go  to  thia  Tohime.  He  will  find  in  it  few  dramatic  epiaodea,  no  on- 
Wdbd  pawgyrio,  no  purple  patehea.  Bat  he  will  own  hinueU  a 
moofa  imHght«if>d  man,  and,  with  greater  knowledge,  will  be  filled  with 
mnoh  greater  pride  and  much  anier  confidence." 

Frofenor  A.  F.  Folubd  in  TSt  DAILY  CBBOSIOLM.—"  Hia 
aaoood  voltime  cornea  op  to  the  atandard  aet  by  the  ficit,  and  cannot 
be  neglected  by  any  atndent  of  the  war." 

TJMMS.—"Wil  be  read  with  eagemeaa  by  all— aad  they  tm 
nry  many— to  whom  the  title  c<  a  hnaband'i,  a  aon'a,  or  a  bnthar'a 
battaUon  ia  the  moat  welcome,  albeit  perhapa  the  Mddeat,  right  thai 
tkm»  ia  in  the  world." 

JiXMB  DonoLAa  in  THE  STAB.—"  It  doea  jiutice  to  the  Engliih 
reglmenta  whoae  inaredible  gallantry  haa  been  ao  kng  obacnied  by 
the  malignant  imp  of  anonymity.  .  .  .  The  tragic  itory  of  Nenve 
Ohapelle  ia  told  with  a  gnat  deal  of  freah  detail  .  .  .  The  immortal 
•toiy  a(  the  Beoond  Battle  c(  Yprea  ii  foil  of  new  toachea  and  new  facta. 
.  .  ,  Many  an  offloer  haa  told  me  that  the  defenoe  of  Tpiea  waa  a 
miT^^«     Ooiuui  Boyle  helpa  one  to  oadBratand  how  miraoolona." 


•1 


TMVra^-mi  JMo*  Odwd  Dojfa'i  ■woad  oobMIwUob  teiln 
hMiii7  ol  Ite  m  OB  ll»  WmIwb  itaat  dnh  with  «Im  mota  «l  tk* 
yw  Ml^  wUtii  !•  dMMllMd  bj  «lw  tatlior  M  tb>  Twr  a<  ■  •qaJUiitai^' 
M  dMoo*  to.  »l<  vUdi  ,h»  «k«  THT  of  ■  <Mn<»i- tod  torn  1U«, 
thoTwof'iMMk.'    w.  K.— 1-1 Y,  Tnnfnnj  nnnrtrtoioil 

Mooot  ol  th*  BttUM  ol  N«m  OttiioU*,  HOI  ao.  Uw  SMond  BiMo 
ol  Tpn^  «k*  BMtlo  ol  IUolwboDi(-Feotabat,  md  tlw  BMtlo  d  LooiL 
...  Sir  AiOmt  Ooow  DoTlo't  book  ii  wiiUm  with  Ul  tlw  imiiflM*! 
infaniatioa  nUoli  tho  author  hud  tinw  to  ooUwt,  ud  be«n  thraofheal 
l*»  fa»  t>»  rtMip  ol  *  woU-biJuioHl  and  impartial  mliid." 

APJCrjTOA— "Sr  lithv  Oooaa  Doyla  haa  tha  tno  haart  of 
tha  iallitai7  Uitoriaa  .  .  .  and  ha  haa  a  laal  taua  ol  proporlioo  wUoh 
aoahlM  Urn  to  njaot  tha  imiwintial  and  kaqi  tUnai  olaar.  .  .  .  Wa 
imacina  that  Bir  Arthur  Oonan  Doyla  haa  htan  feaaly  (dran  ofldal 
*■*"—*'<».  ud  oartainly  «a  hat*  nad  aotUnf  alxmt  Mw  Sooood 
Battla  ol  Tpna  and  Looa  whleh  oaa  oompara  (or  oompletaneaa  wUb 
tha  aarratiTM  hi  the  aMioad  TohuM." 

WMBTMlSaTMa  aAUTTa.-'"a»  mmm  ol  tha  Ont  nhuaa 
ol  the  Uetoty  leaTea  the  (Hiaptloii  ol  thia  oontfanatioa  bajood  doubt. 
Mor  are  the  oaaaea  ol  Sir  Arthur  Oooao  Dojria'a  popnlaritr  aa  a  adlitai7 
hiatorian  far  to  mk.  Ha  ia  readable,  hoid,  ooiraot,  and  taraai  Ba 
knorn  hie  enbjaet.  end  he  narer  loeee  hia  eenae  ol  perapeotiTa.  .  .  . 
Both  beoaaae  he  oo^Unee  imagination  with  oaatica,  and  haa  had 
baa  aooeai  hi  oompffinc  hia  boiA  to  ofleial  laooi^  enty  Btatenent  he 

makaa  eao  be  laUed  iq«a. For  the  firet  time  w  hare  hen  a  eieer 

end  nnnrttml  narratin  of  the  whole  ol  the  Seooud  Battla  of  Tpne, 
andolthaBeMleolLooe.  It  ia  marTaUona  how  near  the  Btitiah  Amy 
oame  in  the  latter  aotioo  to  laeaUi«  the  Oarmaa  Une  et  one  Uow." 

PALL  MALL  OAOTTM.—"  It  ia  beam  and  atimulatin(  reading , 
it  anahlia  Juatiee  hi  anne  eort  to  badowto  thegaUant  men  and  ngfananta 
who  fought  and  waited,  ana  g^nij  held  on  until,  with  the  opanh*  of 
ltl(^  their  matoial  aquipmrat  beoame  man  oommtnaurate  with  their 
nhnr.  Needleee  to  eay.  Sir  Arthur-e  battle  etoriia  an  Tirid  and 
piotanaque.  .  .  .  Dane  doee  Sir  Arthur  loee  d^t  of  the  i^Wtaal 
and  moral  aapeote  of  the  great  war,  and  many  of  hia  oommenta  an 
OBkaif  iUnmhiatfaig  ...  Let  ua  eay  hi  oonohuion  that  while,  aa 
a  tdbote  to  Onat  Britafai'a  eilort,  and  to  our  regimenta,  Begnkr, 
Tenitoiial.  and  SMcriee,  thia  UatoiT  would  alona  daaerra  to  be  nad, 
K  ahoold  aho  paova  a  moat  TataaUe  work  of  nf^nooe." 


BIRMINQBAM  DAJLT  IV«r.-~ak  Aithm  Oobm  DafUt 
wholly  wliiihabto  mck.  Tht  Moond  ■ntamt  b  nta  b*Mw  thw  tte 
am,  (ad  itat  i(  M^lBi  >  pMt  dMi,  for,  it '  tk*  jtm  al  aqdUbiiui,' 
u  Sir  Arthor  imciUm  it,  miiat  '  in  iu  my  astnn  br  Urn  dnmMt 
tbaa  the  6nt  or  thiid,'  Um  nooid  of  it  it  lull  M  nWTliig  detclL  Th* 
drtall,  th«  Monrwiy,  th*  gnpUo  ohuaottr  at  Um  irotk  m  meh  that 
th*  raulw  ^(ta  *  mr  tad  tndaliU*  imprHiloa  d  th*  gnat  ttn^gi*. 
Ihtn  an  time*  wkvi  th*  rMtUtia*  of  mr  ar*  onhdiarabb,  but  tUi 
ia  th*  Hrt  al  book  to  gin  u  both  aooTlotloo  and  undtntuidiiii." 

rOXKBBIXM  POar.—"  it  l*  mlttcB  fa>  tan*.  iMtnhi*d  narratiTC, 
whioh  oomMM*  a  hioid  azplanatiaa  al  atrattgy  with  th*  olMrMt 
dMolption  «<  oat(t*ndiii|  •mta,  moh  u  th*  Bottkt  ol  NsBTC  Chopdl*, 
HiU  W,  Ypn*k  and  Loo*,  and  many  mnnotabi*  inoldnita.  No  part 
d  th*  itory  ••*ni*  oramptd  or  OT«rarowd*d.  It  i*  w*U-b*Iaao*d  tad 
w«U-writt*n." 


BBITISB  IfMJC^r.  — "Thiongb  En^iih-ipeaUng  laad^  fa> 
AlUod  oonntrie*  whan  Ua  nam*  ia  a  hooaehold  word,  among  naatiala, 
and  I  ran  in  enamy  drola*,  tha  Utaniy  arant  irf  tha  annmir  will  b* 
tfaa  qipaanooe  c<  Sir  Arthor  Oonao  Doyla'a  aaoond  nhmw  on  tha 
Britiah  Oampaign  in  naaoa  and  flandira.  Tha  lliat  inatahnant  at 
hia  narratira  Uraa  in  tha  haatt  of  erwy  atodant  at  tha  war.  Now  ha 
tama  to  tha  dark  and  terriUa  yaar  IDIS.  oallad  by  tha  hiatotiaa  'tha 
yaar  at  aqnilibcinm.' ...  Sir  Arthor  Oonan  Doyla  baa  takaa  aoonnow 
troabia  to  diaantangia  tha  laata  al  tha  apring  campaign.  Vkcilitiaa 
hav*  aridently  baan  grantad  bim  (or  aattmg  tha  oiown  on  taidiTidaal 
ngimenta,  and  on  gallant  oOoaa  and  priratea,  Hanca  bia  work  baa 
an  miqna  intaraat  for  familiaa  aa  for  tha  nation  at  larga." 


BOOKMAN.— "A  gloriooa  laoofd  cf  tha  aabiaranMota  o<  our 
galbnt  and  moonqoenbla  Army.  .  .  .  It  ia  Impo^bb  for  any  raader 
to  okaa  tha  Tohime  withoot  foaling  hia  haart  beat  qniokar  and  hia 
whole  being  gkiw  with  enthnaiaatio  admiration  for  and  gratitude  to 
thoee  danntleaa  olBeen  and  men  who  an  ao  worthily  npholding  tha 
hononr  and  rapotation  al  their  predaoeaaoiB,  and  who  themaeln*  will 
b*  a  aUning  aunple  for  their  aneeeaaota." 

OBOBCB  FAMILY  NBWSPAPBB.—"  Sir  Arthur  Conaa  Doyla'a 
irat  Tohima  at  TU  BritM  Campaig*  n  JVwim  o«<i  flandwt  haa 
ahcady  baoome  a  olaaaio.  Tha  aaoond  Tolnma  pnma  to  be  an  abaorb. 
faigly  httareaUng  namtlTa.    In  hia  own  taiae.  gnphio  way  Sir  Oman 


vT^^Empt™.  .  .  .  Tl-whol. »ol«».thriU.«. wtth -*»!*• 
uptwiwlntad  oowUttoDi." 


«     81r  Arth«  O—  Doyf.  »»1«111.«  ,-,«  l«to,  »♦  U»t 


to  whioh  tb.  writer  h«  »lw.y.  Moellrf.      C»plUl  m«p.  Mg^  «> 

Uon.  bring  ho-n.  lo  th.  ««J«  th.  t«r»  o.  tb.lU^  «P^«»^ 
!ZnZ««lotl«.bomlMtU»«.  Th.  ilory  of  th.  flgbttog  ok-- 
to  mB^th  th.  ..tir.»«t  of  Blr  John  FWh.  to  wUn  tb.  «th« 
t«  IJ  Uibo...  "-"^  .p  th.  t«k  Ua  .p«.  him  «d  iU  d..p«^ 

Inth.  terribl.  dxt«n  month,  of  hi.  .troggl.  .i.in.t .  «p«ior  fc 

EDISBUBOB  DISPATCH.-"  Si  Arthur  Con«  J)ojJ.  diyU- 
th.  w«  ««gbly  into  thr»  p«iod.-th.  y-r  of  drf»o.,  th.  ,«r  rf 
^„mLm!«Stb.y«rof.tt«k.    I.  it  to  b.  iinUb«^  .t  tb.  »d  rf 

Vt,^ll  b- Jmdy  d«lt  with  th.  y«r  of  drf.n..,  »d  now  to  « 
^X  m^ly  Volnm.  H.  h.  .«i«  on  hi.  con>p«|h«-iT.  rt«y 

,roitby  to  rMik  with  th.  preTioM  oDfc" 

LIVKSFOOL  COVBlSB.-"'ni»  hook  i.  wondofoUy  oomp«t. 
It  i.  «««ir«or  Jl  of  n.  who  «,«W  «nd«.t»d  not  only  th.  »mp.iin 
of  191B  but  th.t  whkih  w.  ar.  now  waging." 
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